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PREFACE. 

YORKSHIRE COINERS.— In arranging the Records of the Yorkshire 
Coiners I have made use of the following sources of information : the files of the Leeds 
InUUigencer, (merged in the Yorkshire Post,) the Leeds Mercury, the Yorhshire Courant, 
(merged in the Yorhkire Herald,) Etkerington's York Chronicle, (merged in the Yorhshire 
Gazette,) to the Editors and Proprietors of which, for permitting me to have their 
files searched, I am much indebted. As may be surmised, much interesting matter 
has been obtained from these newspapers. I have also searched the Records Office, 
London, where valuable correspondence relating to the coiners is to be found in 
the State Papers Domestic of George III; the Domestic Entry Book, George III; 
Treasury Entry Book (Law Officers Entry Book); Home Office Papers (Law 
Officers Entry Book,) &c,, &c. Various files of newspapers in the British Museum 
and the York Museum have also been placed under contribution. Mr. Robert 
Holtby, Deputy Clerk of Assize, York, has kindly searched the records of York 
Castle for me with satisfactory results. For the loan of Counsels Brief in the 
Prosecution of the Murderers of Supervisor Deighton I tender my thanks to Mr. 
E, H. Hill, Coroner for Halifax. I am also indebted to the Rev. T. P. Whittington, 
Vicar of St. Thomas the Apostle, Heptonstall, for permission to have the registers 
searched ; to Mr. H. P. Kendall of Sowerby Bridge, for especially visiting Cragg 
Vale to photograph David Hartley's House, and to Mr. John Longbottom for 
making copies of documents, making searches under my direction, and assisting me 
in other ways. The various documents, largely original, which were used by the 
well-known antiquary, the late Mr. F. A. Leyland, when he prepared his lecture on 
the Cragg Vale Coiners, given in 1866 at the Halifax Literary and Philosophical 
Society's Rooms, have been most kindly presented to me by his son, Mr. John Leyland, 
editor of the Army and Navy Gazette, and have proved of great value. The lecture 
was reported in the columns of the Haiifax Courier. The documents consist of 
the affidavits taken before Mr. Coroner Hyde in 1769 and subsequently, and others 
taken before Colonel Wickham and Mr. Horton; prisoners statements; Mr. Robert 
Parker's notes ; printed matter, &c., &c., and these supplement the informations 
obtained at the Record Office, etc. I believe I am in a position to lay before my 
readers the fullest account of the subject that has yet been published, with a 
large amount of information which has not been seen in print before. 
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viii Prtfact. 

NOTES ON OLD HALIFAX.— In the preparation of these Notes I am 
indebted to many friends for their kind assistance. To Mr. John Lister for 
permission to publish his Lectures, The MaHng of Halifax and The Halifax Gibbet 
Law delivered before the Halifax Antiquarian Society but not published in their 
papers. These lectures were reported in the Halifax Guardian and have been revised 
by their author for this work. To Mr. J, Whiteley Ward for the loan of Thos. 
Binns beautiful drawings of Old Halifax, and to Mr. H. R. Oddy for the loan of his 
vigorous artistic sketches, for reproduction here. To the late Miss Emma Sophia 
Rawson and also her sister, the late Mrs. Inglis, for the loan of several photographs 
&c. and many notes. To Mr. Jos. F. Walsh for assistance in describing his XlVth 
Century House, to Mr. Henry Lonsdale for assisting in searching out various facts 
and for the loan of many papers and objects, and to Mr. H. P. Kendal for various 
notes and for the photographs of the Stone Ovens, &c. To Mr. S. H. Hamer for 
revising my list of Tokens. My Chapters on the Frobishers and on Christopher 
Rawson appeared originally in the pages of the Halifax Courier and Halifax 
Guardian respectively ; they are here revised, considerably enlarged and illustrated. 

PREHISTORIC HALIFAX. Except locally, nothing is known outside the 
district of the existence of Early Man in Hali^, and I have therefore gathered 
together all I could find to elucidate his remains in this neighbourhood. For 
Chapter IL, I am indebted to the kindness of Dr. J. Lawson Russell. It is an 
enlargement of his lecture delivered before various scientific societies, and has 
been revised by him for this work. 

The Blocks have all been made by the Phcenix Wood Engraving Co. (M. 
Griffith), 2S, Market Street, Manchester, and I have to thank them for the care 
they have taken in their production. 

H. Ling Roth. 
Briarpibld, SaiBDBK, 

Halifax. 29tk Oa.. 1906. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Although in these pages I have only dealt with such clipping and counterfeiting 
as existed in the West Riding of Yorkshire during the years 1769-1783, limiting 
myself to these years for reasons which appear in the sequel, it must not be imagined 
that neither clipping nor counterfeiting was carried on before the first- mentioned date 
nor after the last -mentioned one. Illegal coining and wilful depreciation of the currency 
most probably began with the earliest adoption of a medium of exchange in whatever 
country that may have been, and England has not escaped suffering under the 



3— A clipped Half Crown of 
s I.. 1636-8, (Ton Mint Mark), 
Bankfield Museum. 




Fig. 4. — Six Clippings 
of Silver Coins of the 
reigns of Elizabeth to the 
Commonwealth, found 
at Marsham, Abingdon. 
Formerly in the collec- 
tion of Mr. Bernard Roth. 
Bankfield Museum. 




Fig. 3. — A much clipped shilling 

of Charles II., 1660.1685. Third Issue. 

Bank field Museum. 



o 



Shilling of Eliz^ 
an Account of the Clip- 
pings illustrated in Figs. 
4 and 5, see ' Finds of 
Clippings of Silver Coins' 
by Bernard Koth, f.r.c.s,, 
in British Numismatic 
Journal, Vol. I.. 1905. 



common rule.*" It was in the year 1662, in the reign of Charles II., that the coin of 
the realm was first " milled " to prevent clipping and counterfeiting. In other words 

* In an old document Mr. H, P. Kendal! has come across the following note : — " William 
Burnley, ' Flecher.' Dec. 6th, 1499. claimed sanctuary for coining. On Jan, ist following a John 
Burnley took sanctuary for a like offence. Both were of Halifax. 15th Jan., 1529-30, Jacobus 
Watterbous, 'wever.' claimed the liberty of St. John of Beverley 'for that he did knowe one 

Laurence Haulesworlh of Sowerby (ailor. to coyn money falsly contrary the King's Crowne his 

dignylie and tawes and he did consent and give counsel! to the said coyning, to whom the said 
privilege is graunted and be swome.' " 
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the coin was made in a mill worked by horses, and not hand-hammered as it had 
been up to then. By means of the mill it was possible to stamp the coin more 
exactly, that is to say without leaving an irregular margin which is so characteristic 
of the coinage previous to this date, a margin which favoured the operations of 
the clippers. At the same time the improved process, paitly by the increased power 
of the mill over the hand hammer, enabled the Crown Minters to put a sharp raised 
edge on to the coin. In the opinion that this edge would absolutely prevent clipping, 
the words DECUS ET TUTAMEN tjt. Honour and Protection, were impressed on 
the edge of the coin, for as soon as such an edge was clipped it became absolutely 
obvious that the coin had been tampered with. Since then the above words have been 

Illustrations of Milling at Various Dates in Various Countries. 

al5151S OOQC 
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Three Kreuzers, Hungary, 1849. Four Lira, Rep. of Genoa, 1796. 



iPl^M' 333: 



Fig. 13. Fig. 14- 

Five Grana Toachim-Maiat, Piastre, Brazil, 1823. 

Napies, 18 to. 

SK mas^. 52 SEX 

FiR. 16. Fig, 17. Fig. 18, 

Hair Sliil ling. 1815. TwoKreuzers(Copper) One Kreuzer (Copper) 
Austria, 1848. Austria, 1816. 

The above are not to be accepted as strictly correct, being drawn front pieces which are most 
of them considerably nibbed, but they are substantially accurate. Where lettering is used, mostly 
in the form of a motto, this appears some times raised as in Che words Justitia et Clbhbhtia 
in the Maria Theresa Dollars of 1780, or in sunk letters as in the Russian Rubel of 1817. It is 
interesting to trace how one group of countries follows, al times, one form of milling, while another 
group follows another form, and so on. 

replaced by other words or by decoration of some sort, but mostly by what is popularly 
known as "tnilling," This "milling." consists of a series of closely cut parallel 
vertical indentions stamped on the outer edge at the same time when the whole coin 
is struck, the coining dies being engraved to give this special form to the edge. An 
almost identical edge can be given to any metal disc by means of what is 
known to metal turners as a milling tool but the result does not equal that 
of a well-engraved coining die. That the edge of a coin can be milled with a tool 
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has had much to do with clipping, which has also been aided to some extent by the 
fact that the edge of a Mint coin was not always raised to the level of the obverse 
and reverse surfaces, as can be seen by a comparison of a shilling of 1787 of 
George III. with one of 1906 of Edward VII. In the past, too, the Mint Authorities 
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Fig. 19. — Milling and End Section of Fig. ^o — DiaRram of the Milling and 

a Shilling of George III., 1787. lo shew End Section of a ShillinR of Edward VII, 

flat milled edge, which did not prevent 1906. to shew raised milled edge which 

the coin being rubbed or wearing away largely prevents the rubbing or wearing 

of the two faces, away of the two bees, 

were not so continually on the alert to withdraw depreciated coin ; hence there was 
the inducement to reduce by illegal process the new coin to the condition of the old 
and legitimately worn one. In those times too people's faculties were not so sharp 
as they are now, so that detection was not so rapid as at present. The quantity 
of coin in proportion to the population was far less than it is now, so that 
individuals who rarely handled a coin would not be sufficiently conversant with the 
look of a good coin to be able to distinguish a bad one when they saw it. At times 
when the price of bullion silver was so high that a piece of currency was of more 
value as mere silver than it was as a medium of exchange,* the temptation to 
" improve " it was great. There can be little doubt that coining and clipping were 
by the mass of the people not considered a crime, largely due to the antagonism 
which has always existed against governments which are not elected of the people, 
and which show little sympathy with the people's troubles. To this day robbing 
the Government is publicly considered as an offence of no importance, and 
certainly not as a criminal one. The Rev, James Booth, Minister of the Gospel at 
Booth [Luddeoden] near Halifax, in a sermon preached on the occasion of the 
unhappy death of James Oldfield, who was executed at Tyburn, near York, Saturday, 
the 28th day of April, 1770, speaking of counterfeiting says: "It is amazing to 
think that so many are endeavouring to extenuate this crime, and speak of it as if 
it was of a trifling nature, and commit it in so daring a manner."! The people who 
coined and clipped were naturally rude, for they lived in inaccessible places, and were 

• Le/ds iHlnlligcncer, 6lh March, I7S9 :—•• There is little doubt but the scarcity of Silver Coin is 
owing to the high price that bullion bears. The temptation of melliue down Coined Silver is too 
strong to be resisted : the prodigious advantage of melting down a Lima Shilling, for instance, is 
incredible to those who have not Considered the matter well. Suppose one of them weighs (which 
many of them do) 3 dwts. 18 grs.. at 5I6 per oz., the piece is worth twopence more than its currency ; 
bnt at the present advanced price of Silver 'tis worth more. Can it then be supposed that the 
working Silversmith will give his Re&ner 5/9 per ounce when, by melting coin, be can have it at 
about 5/-. Quere (Query), Notwithstanding the lightness of the old Sixpences, whether the 
Government would lose anything by calling in all the Silver Coin of the Kingdom," A Lima Sttilling. 
&c., was so called from being made out of the silver obtained by Lord Anson on his celebrated 
filibustering expedition in the Pacific, 1740-1744, Lima being the capital of Peru, 

t The title of the Sermon is " God's indignation against sin.. Printed by E. Jacobs for the 
Author, HDCCI-XX." A copy can be seen in the Public Ljbrary Halifax. 
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Fig. 21.— t^missory Note of Gamwell Sutcliffe ft Son. 
Stoueabay Gate, Heptonstall, dale abont 1775, ased on 
account of the scarcity of small coin. 
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so cut off that they became a law unto themselves. To this day they can 
be distinguished from their neighbours in the smaller townships. The 

barbarous punishments in vogue (men were branded for theft and women 

were burnt) * which were 
intended to frighten people 
into lawful behaviour, had 
the effect of making them 
worse instead of better ; 
there were so many offences 
punishable by death that 
the people grew callous, and 
although in most cases there 
was no difficulty in securing 
conviction, the governing 
bodies hesitated to carry out 
the verdicts, and the convicts 
were " discharged by proc- 
lamation," The punishment 
for embezzling combed wool 
and for reeling false and short 
yams, was "detendon in 
a house of correction," and 
"publick whipping." This 
was a woman's offence. A 
writer in the Letds Intelligencer for July 15th, 1766, remarking on the numerous 
offences of this sort which were committed, thought it was strange that with the 
numerous convictions before their eyes the women continued to offend. Just so. But 
it was not so much innate dishonesty as the surrounding conditions which brought 
about the crime. Robbery of church plate was, at various periods, reported in 
almost every consecutive issue of the Yorkshire weekly papers ; occasionally the 
thieves were caught, more often they were not.J The number of prisoners in York 
Castle would rise before the assize to over 130, and they were largely dependent for 
food and coal on the gifts of the well to do public, in the same way as men 

* Eliiabeth Boardraan for the murder of ber husband was executed at Tyburn, York, on the 
30th March, 1776. Her body was publicly "burnt to ashes," — [York ConroHl. 26th March, 1776.) 

t The late Mr. Heniy Wr^ht, the Halifax Centenarian, gave me in December, 1904, the follow- 
ing account of the public whipping of a man at the cart tail which he witnessed when a boy ill 
Stamford :— " The man was tied to the cart tail and bare to the hips, and every time a corner of a 
street was reached the fiogger gave him a cut until the wretched man's back was covered with 
blood. When the journey came to an end some one in the accompanying, noisy crowd threw him 
an orange which he caught, and out of bravado threw into the air and caught again, with just a 
smile on bis face. But he was done. The whole affair was a public entertainment." Mr, William 
Greenwood (son of Mr. Paul Greenwood) now residing in Prescott Street. Halifax, tells me his 
mother used frequently to speak of the public floggings in Halifax. Every Saturday at high noon, 
when the floggings took place, a man tied to a cart was flogged from the Waterhouse Arms in Nelson 
Street, to the Upper George Inn, followed by a crowd which tried to prevent the flogging ; on arrival 
at the Inn, the man's lacerated back was rubbed with salt. 

J Heptonstall Church Veatry was broken into on the night of the i5th-i6th December, 1765, 
and all the silver plate stolen ; at about the some time an unsuccessful attempt was made on the 
plate of St, Mary's Church, l.uddeadeQ, 
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imprisoned for debt had their debts paid by clergymen. The most important items 
in the newspapers of the day related to Horse Racing and Cock Fighting. In fact 
the general conditions of the commercial and political world contributed very largely 
to the facilities for coining and clipping, and we must, therefore, be sparing in our 
judgments of the people, who in those days, did such great wrong to their fellow 
creatures. Coining being a product of the times, favoured by special local 
circumstances, just as much as the lawlessness of the border raiders or the buc- 
caneering of the time of Elizabeth, the descendants of the coiners have no need to 
take the deeds of their forbears to heart. At the present time the law is 
more humanely administered, and circumstances are so much improved that 
there is not the inducement to go wrong which existed then, one hundred and thirty 
years ago. The remedies introduced in i6g6 were not sufficient to counteract 
the adverse influences at work. Gradually there appeared a great increase 

in the circulation of clipped and counterteit coin, and the work of those 
engaged in its manufacture had evidently expanded enormously when an 
event occured in the West Riding of Yorkshire which, by bringing the 
circumstances of the depreciated state of the currency forcibly to the notice 
of the Government of the day, was the cause of steps being taken in 
improvements in the coinage, which have continued down to our own 
times. It is with the events which brought about these improvements that I have 
dealt in the following pi^es, my attention having been first called to these events by 
the presence of some illegal coining dies in Bankfield Museum, Halifax. 



Fig. ai. — Bell House, Cragg Vale, the home of David Hartley. 
From a photograph by Mr. H. P. Kendall. 
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FOREIGN COINS. 

In Bankfield Museum, Halifax, may be seen two sets of dies used by the 
West Riding Coiners ; one set may be accepted as being complete, and the other as 




Set of Coining Dii 



i. found by Deputy Constable Brierley. (or making Portuguese money. 
P'8- '3- — Face, ij'g-in. square ; LenRlh, 3-in. 
„ 24 —Length. 3-in. 
.. 25— 1-ace, ift-in, square ; Length, jj-in. 




Portion uf a Set of Coinini; Tools found ii 
Fig. 26— Length, 3l-in. 
„ 27.-Heighl. 3j-in. 
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incomplete. The complete set was formerly the property of the Hali&x Literary 
and Philosophical Society, having been transferred to Bankfield Museum with the 
other collections in 1896. The dies had been presented to that Society on 9th 
March, 1835, by Mr. John Brierley, Deputy Constable of Halifax, who found them 
when on official duty in the neighbourhood of Hebden Bridge, concealed in the wall 
of a house, and are those of a Portuguese coin. The inscriptions are "Johannes 
V.D.G. Port, et Alg. Rex" — " In hoc signo vinces 1722." The incomplete set was 
presented to the Society by Mr. Christopher Rawson, who lived at and owned Cragg 
Hall, and was found in a wall in Cragg Vale in 1838 by two men who were making 
some alterations at one of the old cottages which stood near where the Cragg Vale 
Inn now stands.*" Mr. Walter Brierley, the son of the above-named Deputy 
Constable, informs me that when a boy he very distinctly remembers seeing in his 
father's possession some other articles belonging to the old Yorkshire Coiners, viz : a 
mill for rolling flat pieces of metal, out of which the coins were forged, and also flat 
pieces of metal from which discs had been punched and partly finished coins. The 
false coin produced by these dies was a Portuguese piece of 4000 reis. A reference to 
one of the forgeries is to be found in the Leeds InUlligencer of the 9th September, 
1760: — "Counterfeit Gold described. From the Liverpool Advertiser we learn: — 
Three Pounds Twelve Shillings Pieces, dated 1717, with S in Joannes, and D in 
V.D.G. , reversed, viz : S (3 and a Hair-stroke flaw through the middle of the 
drapery-supporters of the crown on the right side, are very current in this neighbour- 
hood. — [Liverpool] ." 

At first sight it seems strange that Portuguese and not British coins should 
have been counterfeited ; but according to Mr. Ruding (Annals of the Coinage of 
Great Britain, 3rd Ed,, 1840, L 96.) Portuguese money was introduced into 
England owing to the balance of trade between England and Portugal being so 
much in favour of the former country in the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
But foreign coins had been legal tender in this country centuries before. In 1355, 
in the reign of Edward III., an Act was passed permitting foreign coins to be 
accepted (p. 228). In 1532, in the reign of Henry VIII., (p. 302} an Act was passed 
fixing the value at which foreign coins were to be taken. In 1553, in the first year 
of Mary, (p. 345) it was made treasonable to forge foreign coins current in the 
Kingdom. In 1561, in Elizabeth's reign, it was enacted that only certain French, 
Flemish or Burgundian coins were to be legally current, (p. 343) and in 1572, in the 
same queen's reign, (p. 345) it was made a misprision of treason to forge foreign 
coin. (p. 345). In 1797, in the reign of George III, in an Act regarding the making 
and uttering of foreign coin "authority was given to justices of the peace, upon oath 
of one credible person, to search suspected places for such counterfeit coin, and to 
seize it, or any tools or materials for making the same." (II. p. 95). So that in the 
times we are dealing with foreign coin was legal tender; it was felony to counterfeit 
it and Portuguese coins were largely in use. The Halifax coiners defied the laws 
and counterfeited the Portuguese coinage as their dies prove. 

Misprision of Treason, meaning contempt of treason (from the old French' 
Mespris contempt) was created so by "Act of Parliament. The Statute 13 Eliz. C. 2, 
enacts those who forge foreign coin, not current in this kingdom, their aiders, abettors 
and procurers, shall all be guilty of misprision of treason for thoc^h the law would 

'Whitaker says he bad a ccuniiig die in his possession (Loidis aiid Elmete, 1816, p. 37S). 
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not put foreign coin upon quite the same footing as our own ; yet, if the circumstances 
of trade concur, the falsifying it may be attended with consequences almost equally 
pernicious to the public ; as the counterfeiting of Portugal money would be at 
present [1770]; and therefore the law has made it an offence just below capital, and 
that is all. For the punishment of misprision of treason is loss of the profits of lands 
during life, forfeiture of goods, and imprisionment during life. (Blackstone's 
Commentaries, 1771, iv., p. 120)" The punishment for high treason, however, was: 
I. That the offender be drawn to the gallows, and not be carried or walk ; though 
usually a sledge or hurdle is allowed, to preserve the offender from the extreme 
torment of being dragged on the ground or pavement. 2. That he be hanged by 
the neck, and then cut down alive. 3. That his entrails be taken out, and burned, 
while he is yet alive. 4. That his head be cut off. 5. That his body be divided into 
four parts. 6. That his head and quarters be at the king's disposal.* (ibid p. 92). 
This punishment was, however, considerably modified by the acts 3oGeo. 3 c. 48S.L', 
and 54 Gea 3 c. 146. (»6tii 1890 Ed., p. r66). 



FIRST MENTION OF THE YORKSHIRE COINERS. . 

The first mention of the Yorkshire Coiners is to be found in the Records Office 
where there is a copy of a letter dated 6th October, 1767, from a Mr. William 
Hutchinson, residing at Altona, Hamburg, addressed to Mr. Michael Wainhouse, 
of Halifax, relating to the trouble an Englishman, named Greenwood, had got into 
for clipping coin. It reads as follows :— 

Altena, October 6th, 1767. 
" Mr. Michael Wainhouse, 
Sir, 

I have spoken with Mr. Hanbury who tells me he has taken a 
great deal of pains to keep this unfortunate Greenwood from being Publickly 
Whipt, but yet fears he shall not be able to succeed, as the Danish Resident, whose 
King's Gold he dipt, insists on his'being punished publickly, or that for the damage 
done ^200 shall be paid, which cannot be brought up, as the effects, when taken up, 
don't amount in all to ^160, the greatest part of which will go in expenses ; he has 
confessed who learnt him the art of clipping in your neighbourhood, and who there 
were concerned with him : their names and places of abode are sent by Mr. Wood- 
ford, the Knglish Resident, to the Government of England ; and it is supposed that 
those People will have been taken up by Special Messengers from London before 
now. Mr. Hanbury desires me to acquaint you that he has received the Power of 
Attorney, that he had done all that lay in his Power, and that when the Af&ir comes 
to an end, he will advise his Friends fully. All the English here interceed for him 
to save him from Corporal Punishment. What success we meet with Time will 
show. If he can come off with a Year or Two Imprisonment he may think himself 
happy. It is surprising to me how his Friends could think of setting him up here. 
I daresay he has lost by every Piece he sold : what he sold as he thought to profit, 
was to bad People, who sold the Goods again directly for any price, never intending 
to pay him further. I am, &c., Wm. Hutchinson." 

* This punishmenl Tor treason, S'li Edward Coke (elts us, is warranted by divers examples in 
acriplnre ; for Joab was drawn, Bithan was banged. Jndas was embowelled, and so of the rest. 
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No action was taken at the time on the information given in this letter, and 
when afterwards the Government wished to move in the matter, it was found to be 
too iate. But a couple of years afterwards, an enquiry by the Government, elicited 
the fact that the "practice of clipping and coining had been going on in the 
neighbourhood of Halifax, Huddetsfield and Bradford, &c., for some years. At 
different periods complaints were made and informations given to the Solicitor of the 
Mint, and also in the Secretary of States' Office, but had been dropped without 
further examination. It was supposed that there were not above four shops where 
they coined, but that there were eight or ten more gangs of clippers, and that one or 
two hundred had been concerned in clipping and coining, and uttering false or 
diminished coins." What the Government did not seem to worry about was, 
however, seriously felt by the local merchants, and an attempt was at one time 
made by some Halifax lawyers to find out who were the diminisbers of the coin of 
the realm. Unfortunately the attempt very nearly ended disastrously for two of 
their employees. The affair was reported as follows to the Government : 

" Among the efforts previouly made for the discovery of the coiners, was the 
employment by Mr. Lister, by a very active and deserving Justice of the Peace, in 
conjunction with Mr. Stanhope, an eminent "council" of two men, named James 
Crabtree and William Hailey to associate themselves with persons suspected in 
order to make discoveries. Mr, Lister and Mr. Stanhope both died about the same 
time, and shortly before the date of these letters ; but luckily for the men, one or two 
other were privy to the transaction. One of the men was taken up on a warrant 
from a justice of the peace. The warrant was, however, withdrawn, and the 
Marquis [of Rockingham] said he was Caking precautions that these men should not 
be laid hold on ; or, if they were he asked [Lord Weymouth] to take care that no 
harm should befall them. The authentic proofs in writing consisting of a letter and 
a certificate from the two gentlemen (Messrs. Lister and Hustler) who were privy to 
the employment of Crabtree and Hailey, were afterwards transmitted to Lord 
Rockingham." The proofs are ; 

1. Letter from John Hustler to the Marquis of Rockingham, 

Bradford, December and, 1769, 
Honoured Friend," 

Pursuant to my promise have sent thee a short narrative of William 
Hayley and James Crabtree case. It was an unhappy circumstance for them that 
Lawr Stanhope and Justice Lister died before Che affair they emploid them in was 
finished, as their great zeal and industry in detecting and informing against the 
Clippers and Coiners has exposed them to their utmost resentment, and has already 
produced an Information against Crabtree for joining with some of them persuant to 
his instructions, in order to (Qualify himself for an evidence against them, and will 
undoubtedly involve them both if not powerfully protected. Sam'- Lister, Esq. (who 
joins me in the certificate) and myself were the only persons the above deceased 
gentlemen trusted with the secret of their employing Hayley and Crabtree as above, 
and were both present when they gave them their Instructions ; and can have no 
doubt of Lord Rockingham's Attention to have them protected as useful Evidences 
for the King. I am, with greatest respect. Thine &c,, John Hustler," 

2. Narrative signed by Lister and Hustler. 

" Many complaints having been made by the Gentlemen, principal Manufacturers 
and others In this Riding, that for several years last the gold coin current in this 
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Kingdom had been very much counterfeited, and the gold coin of this Kingdom very 
much impaired and diminished in its value by persons who made a practice of 
clipping the same in-so-much that it has become a very difficult matter to get any 
gold coin here, but what was either counterfeited or greatly short in weight, many 
guineas being diminished 3s. 4d., and some 4s. 6d. each, and the difficulty of paying 
money in distant parts being so great that not even the Credit and Trade of this 
Riding, but also every person who should happen to have large sums of sucb 
diminished Coins in his Custody, was in danger of suffering thereby. That in Order 
to prevent the bad Consequences of such vi!e practices, several meetings of some 
Gentlemen and principal manufacturers were had, and James Crabtree of Halifax 
in this Riding, weaver, was requested to get acquainted with some of the persons 
reputed to be principal offenders, and if possible make a discovery ; but that scheme 
rot answering, on the 28th day of July last, a resolution was taken at the instance 
and request of John Stanhope of Horsforth, in this riding, Barrister at Law, and 
Samuel Lister of Horton, in this riding, Esqf-. a Justice of the Peace, who are both 
since dead, to employ William Haley of Norton aforesaid, Woolcomber, and the 
said James Crabtree (who for 4 years had both been employed as Inspector of 
Worsted Yarn for the said manufacturers) to use such methods as by the said John 
Stanhope and Sam'- Lister were then thought necessary and expedient in order to 
detect the persons guilty of the said offence. Now we do hereby certify that the said 
James Crabtree and William Haley were then [sent] for to Bradford, and by the 
said John Stanhope and Samuel Lister in our presence directed to take such methods 
as were by the said John Stanhope and Samuel Lister then pointed out to them, in 
order to detect the persons guilty of the above offences with a promise to them 
made that they should have the protection of his Majesty from any Informations 

which should be laid against them with the atte to discover such offenders ; and 

that they should also have a reasonable pati'^faction for [their] trouble. And we do 
also certify that the said James Crabtree and William Haley did accordingly take 
methods as they were by the said John Stanhope and Samuel Lister directed, as by 
their several Informations sworn before tlie said Samuel Lister doth appear. And 
that as soon as warrants were issued out upon their Informations against several of 
the offenders, an Information was made against the said James Crabtree in order, as 
we verily lielieve, to take away his evidence against the persons by him informed of. 
And we do further certify that by the Activity of the said James Crabtree and 
William Haley very great discoverys have been made against the persons concerned 
in counterfeiting the gold coin current in this Kingdom. And we do verily believe 
that the said James Crabtree and William Haley have been guilty of no other 
offences touching the gold coin of or current in this Kingdom, but what they were 
directed to do and have done in order to discover the persons suspected to be guilty 
of counterfeiting and diminishing the same. And therefore we hope they will have 
his Majesty's protection as promised them. Given under our hands this second 
day of December, 1769. Bradford in the West Riding of the County of York. 
Samuel Lister, John Hustler." 

The men were saved, but it was a bad beginning and worse was to follow. In 
the meanwhile the work of the coiners continued to increase throughout the neigh- 
bourhood. 
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ARREST OF COINERS. 

In the Leeds Intelligencer for July 36th, 1768, we read:^"At the Assizes held at 
York last week, Joseph Stell was found guilty of counterfeiting the gold coin of this 
kingdom, and received sentence of death." 

In the same paper for August 9th, 1768, a description of the counterfeit coins 
is given: — "As counterfeit guineas are now circulating, of which there are various 
kinds, in one, dated 1757, it is to be observed that the laurel round the head is 
indented, and the drapery on the fore-part of the neck runs higher than in the 
current coin. The R in Georgtits and Gratia is short in the first stroke. There are 
points between each letter of the words Et and Rex ; the H for Hibemia and the B 
for Brutts [wick] are wanting. On the Hanover quarter of the arms there are two lions 
wanting on the left, and two in the place of one on the right. The letters in general 
are badly executed. They weigh in air loi i-half grains, in water 94 i-balf, and are 
worth about lis. id." 

Then we read : " Mr. Joseph Stell, who was found guilty at the last Assizes at 
York, of counterfeiting the current gold coin of this kingdom, was executed on 
Saturday night last, about six o'clock, pursuant to his sentence." 

On January loth, 1769, the same paper informs us: — "At the Quarter Sessions 
held yesterday for this Borough, an indictment was found against a person from the 
neighbourhood of Halifax, for uttering false gold. He found sureties for his appear- 
ance at the next General Quarter Sessions to be held for this Borough," On the 
2ist February, 1769, there is the following note:— "We hear from Rochdale that 
one Crossley, from the neighbourhood of Halifax, was last week committed to 
Lancaster Gaol, by Richard Townley, Esq., on suspicion of coining.— 'Tis hoped 
that by the securing of this fellow, a nest of notorious clippers and coiners will be 
brought to justice." 

In the following month the Leeds Mercury (14th March, 1769) informs its 
readers: — " It is strongly rumoured in this town, that a gang of about hatf-a-score 
of men, suspected of being concerned in diminishing the Gold Coin, and of uttering 
Counterfeit Gold knowing it to be such, have been apprehended in the neighbourhood 
of Halifax, and committed to the County Gaol," 

In connection with the coining a curious discovery was made in Leeds, and it is 
recorded as follows: Leeds Intelligencer, May 23rd, 1769. "One day last week a 
brass-founder in this town bought at a hardware shop a parcel of old copper and 
and brass metal ; upon examining which, he was agreeably surprised to find a wedge 
of real standard gold, which weighed upwards of Eight ounces, and appeared to have 
been melted down in a crucible ; probably by some of those villains, who, for want 
of better work employed their time in diminishing the current coin of the Kingdom." 

The continued increase of false coins was beginning to be seriously felt now 
by the community in general, for we have an editorial protest against a con- 
spiracy of which every one seems to have l>een cognisant. It appears in the Leeds 
iHteiligencer for June 27th 1769 :^" The number of Sweaters and Filers of Gold coin 
still continue to infest the Western part of this County with impunity ; and by 
various villainous ways and inventions, find means not only to get large sums into 
their hands, but also to circulate it again, after they have diminished it 20 per cent. — 
Two of these rascals, from the neighbourhood of Halifax, (one an honest Caledonian) 
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applied to some dealers in bills in this town last Saturday, in order to put off their 
mutilated cash ; but did not meet with success : they, however, contrived to pay 
large sums to several tradesmen, who were either more careless, or more in want of 
money. — 'Tis greatly to be wished, that the dealers in bills in general, would join in 
a subscription for prosecuting, and equally so, that the Government would lend its 
assistance, in bringing those audacious villains to condign punishment, and by that 
means endfavour at least, to put a stop to such iniquitous proceedings, for, if they are 
suffered to go on a few years in this public and daring manner, it is supposed the 
current gold coin of the nation in general, will be reduced a fifth part. — We hear 
indeed, that many of the principal tradesmen have come to a resolution to dis- 
countenance, as much as possible a practice so very injurious to trade, by refusing 
to take such gold as appears to have been so diminished." 

This protest was followed a fortnight later by a sarcastic letter in the Leeds 
Mercury for July i8th, 1769, headed : — 

" Copy of a letter from Halifax, in this County, to a person in London, dated 
July 14th, 1769;- 

At this time, when all the Manufacturing Parts of the Kingdom are loudly com- 
plaining of the Decay of Trade and Slackness of Payments, many ingenious People 
in this Country are growing rich apace by a new Kind of Industry. Gold Coin, 
which has heretofore been so scarce among us as to command a large Premium 
against Bills of Exchange, flows in upon us with great Rapidity from all parts of the 
Island; and by the Hocus Poctts Touch of a Number of experimental Philosophers 
and Chymists (not by an addition to its weight, but by an ingenious Multiplication of 
its Numbers) is so greatly increased, that all Payments in Paper will soon be at an 
end, and not a Bill circulated in this Country, but for the Purposes of promoting 
this most profitable Manufactory. These very ingenious Gentlemen ingross the 
Bills drawn upon London, through the persuasive Influence of a large Discount, 
upon their newly -reformed Coin, with its Auxiliary numbers begot upon it, and by 
an extensive Correspondence, are in a fair Way of drawing Half the Gold in the 
two Kingdoms into this happy Country, with giving still larger Premiums with the 
Bills for Gold Coin {brought out of distant Parts) that has not partook of their 
Improvements. If you wish to be rich, and can sacrifice a few nonsensical 
Scruples to that Deity, make haste hither, and you may soon be instructed in these 
Mysteries, which, (with great Ease and Pleasure) will enable you to convert a 
Thousand of your old-fashioned Guineas into Twelve Hundred, and, with a moderate 
Industry, to repeat the Process every Week ; with the Subtraction of only a Shilling 
for each Guinea to the honourable Gentlemen who procure fresh ones for you, and of 
Sixpence each to them who pay off those that have been reduced by you, and give 
you their Bills of Exchange for them, which will leave you a neat Profit of 125 
Guineas per Week. A pretty genteel thing for such a Capital : and you have nothing 
to fear from the Bugbear of those obsolete Laws which inflict Pains and Penalties 
upon Ingenuity of this interesting Kind ; as those whose peculiar Business it is have 
good Reason, no Doubt, for neglecting and discountenancing Informations ; and the 
old Proverb {every Body's Business is Nobody's) is a sufficient Protection from 
Prosecution from any others ; and you will have this Security for the Continuance 
of this lucrative Business, that if the Gentlemen who procure you fresh Cash, or 
those who give you Bills for that which has undergone your Improvement, should 
decline your Correspondence, desert you in Favour of another, or demand higher 
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Terms, you have nothing to do but to prosecute them all upon the Statute of Usury, 
for every Sum each has advanced upon Interest, or Discount, or Premium, for 
which they have taken more than £^ per Cent, per Annum, or in Proportion to it 
for a larger or smaller Sum or Time, and you will most certainly recover three-fold 
the Value, and make your fortune at once, as well as make an honourable Satis- 
faction or Amends in the Eye of the Public, which is so reasonable and invidious, as 
to offer hard Names to a Business that produces such tempting Profits. 

There is one Thing, however, which perplexes me a little in Speculation : as 
this re -manufactured Gold Coin will pass in payment nowhere but in this Manu- 
facturing Country, and that, by the Example and Influence of many principal 
Dealers in it, I am afraid, when all our Trading Stock and Credit is absorbed into 
this glittering Article, and the People are starving for want of Corn and other 
Provisions that have been brought heretofore from distant Countries, it may bring 
us into considerable difficulties ; for however pleasing it may appear to the eye, and 
this way of acquiring it may sit easy upon the Conscience, I fear it will be found 
hard of Digestion upon the Stomach, if we are reduced to the Necessity of Eating 
it. But as some Chymists have called it the Universal Panacea, if these ingenious 
Gentlemen can, upon such an Emergancy, transmute it into an universal Aliment, 
we shall all be safe again. I am. Sir, &c. " 

A week later the Leeds Mercury for 25th July, 1769, makes the following 
remark: — "Counterfeit Thirty-six Shilling Pieces are now very common : they are 
made of Silver, double gilt, are of a reddish Cast, and rather larger, though lighter 
than the real ones." 

In the meanwhile the Government seems to have been bestirring itself, as we 
shall see later on, by the appointment of a Mr. Deighton a supervisor of taxes, with 
the result as shown in the Leeds Mercury of September 1 gth, 1 769 : — " The Beginning 
of last week, a great many Persons, chiefly landlords, absconded from Halifax. 
They are greatly suspected of paying away the Counterfeit and Clipped Gold which 
is now so plentifully circulated in this County. Upwards of 100 Persons, we hear, in 
Halifax, &c., are informed against, as being either Principals or Accessary in the 
iniquitous Practice of Coining, or in diminishing all the Gold they could possibly 
come at. A few Days ago, John Pickles, of VVadsworth Row, Stephen Marton of 
Stainland, and James Oldtield of Warley, all in the West Riding, were committed to 
York Castle, charged with clipping, filing-edging and diminishing several Guineas 
and Half Guineas. Last Week several more, charged with the like Offence, were 
committed to the same Gaol." 

Then in its issue of 17th October, 1769, we get an account of the capture of the 
man David Hartley, who appears to have been the ringleader in the traffic : — " On 
Saturday last were apprehended at Halifax, on suspicion of counterfeiting and 
diminishing the Gold Coin, one David Hartley, well-known by the Name of King 
David, or Chief of the Coiners, and a Person whose Name is Jagger ; and on Sunday 
they were conducted under a strong Guard to York Castle. Both the above persons 
come from the Place beyond Sowerby, where the Coiners are supposed to have their 
Head Quarters.* And Yesterday, John Pickles, who is strongly suspected of belong- 
ing to the Gang of the Coiners, &c., was committed to the same Gaol" 

• WritinR of these limes Mr. F. A. Leyland says in his notes: — "It had become a common 
practice of the monied people, — the merchants and manufacturers of the Parish of Halifax,— and of 
tboae by which that Parish was surrounded, comprising a large portion of the West Riding of the 
County of York, to cany on a somewhat lucrative businesa with the Corners. The centra] lx>dy, if 
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In its issue of October 24th, 1769, the same journal states : — " Since our last, 
the Wife of John Pickles, commonly called Jack o'Matts,t has been committed to the 
County Gaol, on Suspicion of uttering Clipped Gold, and procuring that which was 
full Weight, in order to malte Improvemtnts on it. James Shaw, of Bradshaw {who, 
we hear, was so dextrous, that he could clip and mill a Guinea in less than a minute) 
and Stephen Marton, of Elland, are both sent to the same Gaol on Suspicion of clip- 
ping, coining, &c. William Roberts, of Bacup, charged with using unfair Practices 
in paying and receiving the current Coin of this Kingdom, was, on Wednesday 
se'nnight, committed to Lancaster Castie." 

On 6th November :— " Yesterday, John Barker, of the Parish of Stansfield, 
near Halifax, passed through this Town in a Post-chaise on his way to York Castle. 
He is another of those Persons suspected of clipping, sweating, and counterfeiting 
the Gold Coin of this Kingdom." (ibid). 



THE MURDER OF SUPERVISOR DEIGHTON. 

The circumstances of the arrest of David Hartley are to be found in the volun- 
tary confession of a man named James Broadbent, himself evidently a coiner, and a 
man who was, no doubt, employed by Mr. Deighton to inform against his fellow 
coiners. But no sooner had he informed than he appears to have tried to withdraw 

such it may be called, with, (or a time, " King David " at its head, was constituted into a kind of 
Banking Company, with whom certain capitalists deposited large amounts in the sbape of guineas ; 
and at times considerable sums passed through the Coiners' hands, but in a way peculiar (o (hem- 
selves and (heir customers. The guineas were deposited with the coiners for the purpose, and the 
sole purpose, of being "clipped," A small rim. with the original milling alone, was cut off by 
scissors provided for the purpose, when, as appears, the smooth edge was again milled by being 
pressed on a file. The guineas thus reduced in weight, were then returned to their original owners 
with, it is conjectured, about one half of the gold clipped ufT the guineas. This constituted the profit 
of the depositors, the coineis retaining the other half, 

ThelateMr.JohnWaterhouse, F.R. S., of Well Head, told me, on one occasion, that he had actual- 
ly seen a ledger in which the various transactions had been kept in a regular manner, consisting of 
consignments of guineas 10 the coiners, and their reimbursements to their depositors. I asked Mr. 
Waterhouse if I could get a sight of this Ledger, but he at once told me that I could not, " For," he 
said. " it would implicate some of the first families in the neighbourhood." He also told me that he 
had seen a sheet of writing paper which had held a targe number of guineas, as appeared from tbe 
crumpled marks still remaining, which he knew had been offered to Miss Deighton as 'hush-money' 
on the occasion of her father's murder. Mr. Waterhouse was very reticent." 

The amount of the clipping done by the coiners is, however, somewhat overstated by Leyland, as 
about one fifth "improvement," or perhaps a trifle more, was the limit of the reduction. There appeara 
to be no proofs forthcoming that the merchants and manufacturers carried on this lucrative busioess 
with the coiners, unless tbe existence of the ledger mention by Mr. Waterhouse be considered a proof; 
at the same time there is no information as to the people whose doings are said to tie recorded in the 
ledger. From what I can gather John Waterhouse had a weakness for claiming universal knowledge, 
(clever though he undoubtedly was), and for mystifying people. f3efore we can believe in the 
« of the ledger we must have better proofs of its existence. 



t i.t. Jack the son of Mathew. This form of distinguishing individuals is common in the country 
districts at the present day. Thus we ha«e Tom o'John oThanes, i.r., Tom the son of John the son 
of Nathaniel. There is one gentleman who is distinguished by the names : David o'Johns o'Dicks 
o'Jacks! Where there are literally hundreds of people bearing the same Surname some distinguishing 
method of identifying becomes necessary. Occasionally the owner's residence's name is tacked on to 
bis Christian name, thus Jack o'Lees. 
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his information. But of this anon. The arrest of David Hartley seems to have 
caused considerable stir amongst the coining fraternity, and may be said to 
have led directly to the murder of Mr. Deighton, at the instigation of David Hartley's 
friends. This murder is briefly recorded in the issue of the Leeds Mercury of 14th 
November, 1769. 

" Last Friday morning, (loth inst.) betwixt Twelve and One o' Clock, as Mr. 
Dighton, Supervisor at Halifax, who lived about Half a Mile from that Place, was 
going towards Home, when he had got within a Hundred Yards of his own Door, 
some desperate Villains, who, it is supposed, had planted themselves for that Purpose, 
fired at him, and the Ball, entering his Head, he instantly expired ; after which, the 
hardened Wretches took about Ten Guineas out of his pockets, and, from the 
Marks upon the Body, are supposed to have stamped upon and otherwise abused it. 
As Mr. Dighton has been extremely active in unkenelling and bringing to Justice 
the Clipfwrs, Coiners, &c., it is generally believed some of that infamous Gang have 
perpetrated this inhuman Murder. One Person, we hear, is already apprehended, 
and the strictest Search is making after others. Mr. Dighton's Death is greatly 
lamented ; he has left a Wife and seven Children, which, we doubt not, will he well 
provided for. A few Days ago George Thompson, belonging to this Part of York- 
shire, was apprehended in Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, for clipping and diminishing 
the Gol;l Coin of this Kingdom ; and on Tuesday he was committed to Newgate in 
that Town, by the Right Worshipful the Mayor." 

Such an atrocious act could, of course, not be allowed to pass without special 
action l)eing taken to prevent a recurrence, and this murder, no doubt, acted iis a 
fresh stimulus in the work of suppressing the coining trade, which was not confined 
to a small district, but was spread over a large part of the West Riding of Yorkshire. 
The immediate result was the letter addressed by Lord Weymouth to Lord Rock- 
ingham, as follows : — 

St, James's, Nov'. 14th : 1769. 
" My Lord, 

It having been represented to me that a gang of Villains near Hallifax 
have for some years past made a practice of diminishing the coin, and of late years 
of coining Portugal Pieces, that the practice was become so common that it put the 
merchants under great difficulties with regard to their payments : That prosecutions 
were set on foot last summer, and that hy the activity of Mr. Dighton, SujJervisor 
of the Excise, seven or eight of the gang have been taken and committed to York 
Castle, but that others of this gang, suspecting what was likely to be their Fate, 
repeatedly vowed revenge against Mr. Dighton and waylaid him on the gth inst, 
and shot him dead, near his own house. I laid the state of this matter before the 
King, and by His Majesty's Commands have inserted in the Gazette an advertise- 
ment for a reward of £"100 for discovering the person or persons concerned in this 
murder, and offered the King's pardon to all except the Principal Offender. 

I am further commanded to recommend this matter to your Lordship, not 
doubting but that your Lordship will take such steps as you shall think most likely 
to put a stop to a practice so very dangerous to a trading town, and of course that 
you will exert yourself in such measures as will bring the guilty to condign punish- 
ment, and thereby restore security to that part of the country where some of the 
Inhabitants are so' much alarmed that they talk of being obliged to leave it. 

I am, with great respect &c., Weymouth." 
(Domestic Entry Book, George III., Vol. 25, p. 222.) 
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The proclamation which was pubhshed in the London Gazette of Tuesday, 
November 14th, 1769, and dated same day from St, James' [PalaceJ reads:— 

"Whereas, It hath been humbly represented to the King that Mr. Dighton, one 
of His Majesty's Supervisors of the Excise at Halifax, in the County of York, was, 
in the night of the 9th instant, inhumanly shot and murdered within a few yards of 
his own house by some malicious person or pwrsons unknown, his Majesty for the 
better dis-covering and bringing to justice the person or persons concerned in the 
said murder, is hereby pleased to promise his most gracious pardon to any one 
{except the person who actually shot the said Mr. Dighton} who shall discover his or 
her accomplice or accomplices theirin, so that he, or she, or they may be apprehended 
and convicted thereof. 

And, as a further encouragement, his Majesty is hereby pleased to promise a 
reward of one hundred pounds to any one of them {except as before excepted) who 
shall make such discovery as aforesaid, the said reward to be paid by the Right 
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of his Majesty's Treasury, upon conviction of 
any one or more of the offenders.^ We vmouth, 14111 November, 1769." 

When this proclamation was made public in Halifax there appears to have been 
an additional clause whirh runs as follows : — " And as a farther encouragem't any 
Person making such Discovery of af'd {except as before excepted) shall at the same 
time receive a further Reward of one hundred pounds which is hereby offered by the 
Gentlemen and Merchants of the Town and Parish of Halifax to be paid by the 
Constables of Halifax." 1 have not been able to trace a copy with this clause 
attached, but I-eyland's statement is correct thai the clause is " written on a loose 
scrap of paper, among my records, and is folded up with the original [sic] copy of the 
proclamation made by Oliver Farrar of the firm Coulthurst and Farrar, Solicitors." 
He has, however, omitted to add that the clause is in the handwriting of Mr. Parker, 

In the meanwhile several people were arrested for the murder, for we read in 
the Leeds Mercury of 21st November, 1769 :— " On Saturday last the Man who was 
taken up on Suspicion of murdering Mr. Dighton, Supervisor, (as mentioned in our 
last) through the Reward offered by His Majesty, and the Persuasions of the 
Gentlemen of Halifax, impeached 3 other Persons, supposed to have been connected 
with the above Murder, who were all apprehended on Sunday at a Place called 
Wadsworth Banks, about five miles from Halifax, and as they were to be examined 
yesterday it is expected (hat they will be very soon committed to York Castle. 
One of the three Persons above mentioned had on a Pair of very strong Shoes, and 
Nails, with large Heads, drove into them; on which he was interrogated whether 
it was with them he stamped upon Mr. Dighton's Body ; but he refused to give any 
answer to that, as well as to several other Questions which were put to him." 



JAMES BROADBENT'S STATEMENT, ke. EVIDENCE OF 
NORMANTON AND THOMAS. 

Amongst those arrested was the above mentioned Jiimes Broadbent, but before 
his arrest he was interrogated by Mr. Hyde, the Coroner. His statement throws 
considerable light on the circumstances which led to the arrest of David Hartley, 
so that I have no hesitation in giving it in full : 
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"James Broadbent, of Sowerby, aged 33 years or upwards, voluntarily 
says :— That he was Born in Wadsworth and lived in that neighbourhood till he was 
about 21 years old, when he enlisted as a Soldier and continued to serve his Majesty 
till about 6 years ago, when he was discharged and has since sometime been employed 
in Weaving Shalloons" for Mr. Gautier, at other limes for John Thomas at Burnt 
Stubh in Errenden, and has at other Times been employed in Burning Charcoal 
along with his Father who Boards with John Sutcliffe at Mythom Royd: That in 
last Summer, but the prarticular Time he cannot remember, one Joseph Broadbent of 
Buckley Yatef in Errenden came to Him when he was working in the Wood, and 
sayd he must go with Him and he shou'd be paid. — That he went with Him towards 
Belfield and in their Way saw the deceased Mr. William Dighton behind Todmorden 
being the first Time he ever saw Him and that he came after them to Belfield and 
brought one John Sutcliffe with Him who had been taken up on Suspicion of Coining 
or diminishing Money, and that Sutcliffe was examined before Mr. Townley at 
Belfield and was committed to York Castle. — That he Himself was Examined as 
a witness agt. Him and afterwards returned Home and was paid by Joseph 
Broadbent for his journey, but had no conversation with Him at that Time. — That 
about a Month or Six Weeks afterwards said Joseph Broadbent came to Him again 
and desired Him to assist in taking up one Thomas Clayton that he went with Him 
to Hepton Bridge were they met with Mr. Dighton and some men with Him — that 
he — questioned this Examt. as to his being ready to go to Assist in taking Clayton 
in the morning following, which this Examt. Agreed to do, and they went the same 
Day to Sowerby along with Mr, Dighton that Mr. Dighton having desired this 
Examt. and said Broadbent to let Him know if they heard any Thing of Clayton 
they came several Times to said Mr. Dighton's House at Bull Close near Hali&x 
and brought Him Information of what they heard not only concerning Clayton but 
others who were Suspected of Coining or Diminishing Money That they brought 
Information agt. several; particularly one John Pickles of Wadsworth and Isaac 
Dewhirst of Luddenden Dene. — That Mr, Dighton never paid Him any Thing for 
his Trouble except 5 Shillings and a pair of Shoes so that he reckons that he yet wants 
ten or Eleven Shillings for Wages— That Mr. Dighton afterwards ask'd Him if he 
cou'd give Information agt. David Hartley and James Jagger, and on his saying he 
cou'd not, Mr. Dighton sayd he knew that this Examt. knew they were Guilty, and 
it wou'd only be a right Thing, and if this Examt. wou'd Inform agt. them he wou'd 
be respected by all the Gentlemen and it wou'd make a Man of Him — That the like 
Discourse passed between therri several Times before any Information was lodged 
agt. either of them, but afterwards this Examt. told Him that He cou'd inform agt. 
them but before he had Agreed to do so, Mr, Dighton told Him he wou'd give Him 
Money — 100 Guineas out of his own Pockett, and this Examt. being in Liquor 
Agreed to do it — That Mr. Dighton appointed him to meet Him the said Dighton on 
Thursday next following (being about Four Days after he had Agreed to lodge such 
Information) at Bradford where the Justices woud be then met upon Business. — 
That he cannot certainly say he ever saw Mr. Dighton within those four Days, but 
that he met Him at Bradford according to appointment — And Mr. Dighton 'there came 
to Him at the Door of the Sun a Public House in Bradford and again ask'd Him how it 
was, incaning, as this Examt, apprehends, liow he was disposed and whether he wou'd 



• A woollen material said to have had its origin at Chalons, Franca. 
t Yate. i.i. Gate. 
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lodgn the Information, that he this Examt. sayd he cou'd not tell that he then sayd 
" thou knows what thou told me and what I sayd to thee " and thereupon took this 
Examt. in to the passage where he stayed a Quar'. or half an Hour, the said Mr, 
Dighton being then upstairs. That on Mr. Dighton's coming down Stairs he took this 
Examt. intoa Room upon the Ground Floor where the Justice, Mr. Leedes, was — who 
ask'd Him what he had to say, whereupon he sayd he had an Information to lay agt. 
David Hartley and James Jagger, and then and there gave Information that the said 
Hartley and Jagger had in the morning of that very Day been concerned in diminish- 
ing and Edging Four Guineas for that he had seen the said Hartley Clip Four 
Guineas with a pair of Scissor's and the said Jagger hold a Paper to receive the 
Clippings, and that he had heard it agreed between them that David / the said 
Hartley shoud take them and strike them wch the said Mr, Dighton than sayd he 
supposed was Edging — and that he this Examt. had seen the same so done at a 
Place called Bell bottom" in Errenden in or near a Rock there^and that this was 
the Substance of his Information as near as he can remember — and that after he had 
been Sworn to the Truth thereof he went into the Kitchen, having got no Dinner, 
and there got some Refreshmt. and afterwards came Home with Mr. Dighton to his 
own House near Halifax but does not remember what Conversation passed between 
them upon the Road but thinks very little, the said Mr. Dighton being on Horsback 
and this Examt. on Foot. That on his coming to Mr. Dighton's House he got some 
Bread and Cheese and Butter and Bread and some Beer then went Home along 
with Joseph Broadbent who had acrompanied Him to and from Bradford and to 
whom he had told his Intentions of laying such Information, and acquainted Him 
when he had done it- That he believes Mr, Dighton brought the Warrant's with 
Him upon such Information's for that he said Hartley and Jagger were taken on the 
Saturday following at Halifax — and that he this Examt. — assisted in taking Jagger 
at the Cross Pipesf in Halifax — and also went the next Day with them both to Mr. 
Leedes's at Milford, where he acquainted them what they were Charged but did not 
tell them by whom or upon whose Evidence, but made out their Mittimas or Com- 
mittment and sent them forwards to York Castle where this Examt. and also 
Francis and David Simpson and the said Joseph Broadbent accompanied Him— 
That after leaving the said Hartley and Jagger at York this Examt. the Two 
Simpson's and Joseph Broadbent came back together to Bradford where Francis 
Simpson stayd at his own House, and then this Examt. and the other Two came 
forward to Halifax where David Simpson left them and stayed at His own House, 
and believes he this Examt. sayd some odd word to Joseph Broadbent in his return 
purporting that said Hartley and Jagger were not guilty, but the said Broadbent 
knew this Examt. had lodged such positive Information as before Stated, he did not 
as this Examt. believes take any particular notice of it. That Mr. Dighton did not 
go with this Examt. and said Hartley and Jagger all or any part of the Road from 
Halifax to Milford which is 27 miles or thereabouts, nor was he ever with them after 
the Time of their leaving Halifax to go to Milford. That they went in Chaises 
thither said Hartley, Francis Simpson and this Examt. in one Chaise, and said 
Jagger, David Simpson and Broadbent in the other Chaise — That on their return to 
Halifax they saw Mr. Dighton who then paid him the 5s. before mentioned and 

* This is below Bell House, the residence of David Hartley. 

f This was the house but one below the entrance to the White Lion in Silver Street, gmng up on 
ths left hand side. 
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gave them something to Eat and Drink at the Otd Cock in Halifax where he then 
was — And he this Examt. and sayd Broadbent stayed ali night and all the next 
morning there, and then went Home different Roads, not tc^ether ; That on his 
return Home he saw James Stansfield who question'd Him as to the Charge agt. 
said David Hartley and James Jagger and by whom it was laid, and on this Examl.'s 
telling Him it was laid by Him this Examt., he sayd he believed it was not right for 
that they were not guilty, and this Examt. being concerned in Eiquor sayd he 
believed so too. That soon after this Discourse Stansfield espy'd said David 
Hartley's Bror. Isaac in a field at a Distance from the place where they then stood, 
and he this Examt. desired Stansfield to call of Him which he did, and on Isaac's 
coming, Stansfield took him aside and after some conversalion between them which 
this Examt. did no hear, Isaac ask'd this Examt. if he had laid the Information, and 
on his saying he bad,' he desired Him to speak the Truth and this Examt. told Him 
he believed neither the said David Hartley nor the said Jagger were guilty, and that 
he this Examt. wou'd say the same before any Judge or Justice, and thereupon the 
Neighbours at Mytbom Royd Bridge, viz: John Sutcliffe of Mythom Royd and the 
said James Stansfield, but who else he can't recollect, advised Him to return 
to York and ask the said David Hartley and James Jagger forgiveness ; That 
he set out accordingly and his Father and the said Isaac, David's Bror. along 
with them — That they went on Horsback towards Leeds and met with an 
Attorney upon the Road, but who he knows not, who advised Him if he 
had sayd any Thing Wrong to pull it back towards another World for bis 
Soul's sake. That they went and dined at Leeds, at the King's Arms he 
thinks, and forwards to York the same Evening, but did not go to the Castle that 
Night. The next Morning he went to said David Hartley and Jagger and ask'd if 
they were Willing to forgive Him, they sayd they were, if they were to be hanged the 
next Minute; That several were present, viz: his Father the said Isaac and a 
Prisoner whose name was George, but that Mr. Wharton was not present. Yet 
this Examt. said the same to him afterwards — That whilst they were there, an 
Attorney who lives in York, but his Name he does not recollect, took down his 
Acknowledgment of their, the said David's and jagger's Innocence but be cannot tell 
whether he Signed it or not, that his Father, Himself, and the said Isaac went 
afterwards to the same Attorney's House to consult Him about getting Bail But 
does not remember what his Opinion was. That they stay'd all Night again and 
came Home the next Day. — That in Three or 4 Days afterwards, he Applyed to 
Isaac to go with Him before the said Mr. Leedes, but that he did not go, That David 
Greenwood of Hilltop and one Sutcliffe / whose Christian Name is William and who 
lives at a place called Withings as he believes / went with Him again to Mr. Leedes's 
at Milford; That David Greenwood went into the Justice, and so did an Attorney 
whom they had taken from Birstall/a thin Man called Mr, Carr he thinks /but that 
the Justice wou'd do Nothing, but ordered them to come again on a Future Day, on 
the Tuesday following as he believes, when the said Mr. Dighton wou'd be there, 
That on their Return Home this Examt. got John Sutcliffe of Mythom Royd to write 
a Letter to said Mr. Dighton to fix a Day for his being there, at Mr. Leedes's, and 
he this Examt. wou'd meet him That he this Examt. reced for Answer thereto that 
the said Mr. Dighton wou'd not go or send any Body — That this Examt. however 
went on the same Tuesday, being Tuesday last, and the said William Sutcliffe with 
him, when the s^d Mr. Leedes sayd he shou'd be at Royds Hall in the beginning of 
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the week following (this present week) and woud send a Letter for this Examt. to 
meet Mr. Dighton there — That sayd Sutcliffe and this Examt. went forwards to 
York on the same (Tuesday) Evening, leaving Mr, Leedes's about 4 o'clock — That 
William Sutcliffe went to the Castle but this Examt. did not, having only gone with 
Him to York for Company,— on Sutcliffe's return from the Castle he sayd "poor 
lads I am Sorry for them, but they are hearty in Ihe Condition they are in "—and no 
further Discourse piassed between them about the Prisoners that he remembers. 
That they stayd all the Day following it being Wednesday in York, but this Examt. 
never went to the Castle at all nor made any further Inquiry after the Prisoner.'! — 
That he never saw said Sutcliffe on the Wednesday 'till near Night, for that he wa,s 
absent from the Inn/the Robin Hood and little John in Castle Gate/all the Day on 
Wednesday at the Castle as he believes for that he saw Hint come from towards the 
Castle and did not hear Him speak of his being at any other place. That it 
. was near Seven in the Evening when he came in and he was without Dinner, 
so that he got something to Eat at the Inn and then they came out of York 
together about Seven in the Evening and came Home in the Night together. 
That they stopped at Leedes, at the Three Legs as he believes, but he does not 
know at what Hour they were there. That they came Home afterwards through 
Halifax without calling there or any where else, except at Absolain Wilkinson's at 
Luddenden Foot, where they had Two or Three pints of Ale, nothing else, and does 
not know whether they alighted or not, but thinks they did not, and then went 
Home, where they arrived about 5 or 6 on Thursday Morning. — That he this 
Examt. went to the House of Thomas Broadhent — at Mythom Royd Bridge — 
having before Rode by the House along with William Sutcliffe to a place called 
Hippins* End where he delivered up his Horse to SutcKffe and then return'd to 
Broadbent's where he had Two Pints of Ale, then went to his own lodgings at 
Martha Eagland's at Hall Gate, went to Bed, laid all Day, had some Butter'd 
Potatoes in about an Hour or Two brought by Martha Eagland, who also brought 
him some Black Puddings and Small Beer in the Evening, just when it was duskish. 
That nobody lodges in the House but himself, the said Martha Eagland and her Son 
and Daughter John Eagland and Mary Eagland — That he laid by himself there and 
never had a Bedfellow, except when his Father came, which was but by chance. 
That he did not rise 'till it was light on Friday Morning — That there are only Two 
Beds both in the same Chamber, there being no other in the House. That he does 
not recollect who got up first on Friday Morning but thinks Martha. That he got his 
Breakfast, some Water Pottage, Small Beer and Treacle — then went to My-thom 
Royd Bridge, stood upon it Half an Hour, no Body came by. That he saw Thomas 
Eagland, John Sutcliffe, and the Landlord of the Public House, Thomas Broadhent, 
standing in the orchard, and went towards them when the Landlord offered him 
some Broth, which he refused, but went into the House and had some Ale with 
them. That when he went to them they were talking of Mr. Dighton's being 
murdered and a Gentleman coming by, they ask'd Him to enquire of Him, which he 
did — and the Gentleman said he had heard of it, but cou'd not say as to the Truth 
of it. That he this Examt. had heard of the news before he went out of Martha 
Eagland's house but cannot say by whom, but thinks her Son brought it from the 
Alehouse having been there for the Drinkings. That Thomas Eagland, John 
Sutcliffe and the Landlord in speaking of it over their Ale, sayd it was a hard and 
* Hippins i.f., The Stepping Stones at Mytholmroyd. 
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Barbarous Action — That this Examt. and his Father did not go to work on Friday 
as was intended, but stay'd Drinking a great part of tne Day at Mytholm Royd 
Bridge. That the first Time he went to York to make the Acknowledgment of the 
Prisoner's Innocence, he rode a little Galloway belonging to said William Sutcliffe, 
and the latter Time a Horse which either Sutcliffe or Isaac Hartley borrowed for 
Him, James Broadbent X his mark. Taken and acknowledged at Halifax the 
13th Day of Novm. 1769. Before Thomas Hyde, Coroner," 

"Mathew Normanton of Stannery End in Sowerby in the Parish of Halifax, 
Draw-Boy Weaver, being now in Custody on Suspicirjn of being concerned in the 
murder of the late Mr. Dighton, voluntarily says : — That he is now about 30 years 
old, was bom in Sowerby at a Place called Stake and has lived in that Township all 
bis life. That he knows Robert Thomas of Wadsworth Banks'^ and has known 
him about half a year, but not more, That he this Examt. has lived for about half a 
year last the next Door to Thomas Clayton and his wife with Thomas Clayton is 
Brother to Robert Thomas's wife — That he this Examt. was never intimate with the 
said Robt. Thomas, but says he knows William Folds who lives at Calaisf in 
Errenden, for that he is this Examt. Cousin, That he saw the said Folds the last 
Saturday but one at his this Examt.'s Mother's who lives in Bolder Clough In 
Sowerby, the said Folds being then coming towards Halifax as he informed this 
Examt. and then gave this Examt.'s Mother 6d,^That he the said Folds is a 
Shuttlemaker and said he was coming with some Shuttles. — That this E.xamt, never 
saw him between that time and the Saturday before when he saw him at Abram 
Hainsworth's in Halifax about buying a Horse — That he this Examt, was at Halifax 
OQ Saturday last, also on the Thursday Sen'night before, being the Day in the 
Evening whereof Mr. Dighton died^That be never knew Mr. Dighton nor even 
saw him, but about 5 or 6 weeks ago to the best of his Remembrance when James 
who is now also in Custody was with him, the said Mr. Dighton; who came along 
with Broabent and others to take Thomas Clayton for Yeltowpiece making as they 
reckoned — That he never saw the said James Broadbent 'till that time nor ever 
since— That on the Thursday when Mr. Dighton died, he this Examt. got to Halifax 
about 4. o'clock went to Jos. Lister's the Cow and Calf, J where staid 'lili 7 o'clock 
spent i8d. in Ale reckoning about 3d, or 4d. thereof in Eating — had no Company — then 
went down to Jos. Shaw's and in his way thither was overtaken by Robt. Thomas 
who was coming down Gibbet Lane, and asked to do a Penny at Jos. Shaw's, saying 
he had some Law to stop for some sort of a fellow. Tliat this was between 7 and 8 
o'clock at Night and they went into Jos. Shaw's and had 4 or 5 pints of Ale, then 
came away about 8 o'clock, came both togeth'er up Gibbet Lane, over Roylshead to 
Newland Gate|| then parted a little below, and this Examt, went over at Luddenden 
Foot and directly Home. That they conversed about nothing all the way, oncount this 
Examt. was fuddled— That he saw nobody at Jos, Shaw's, except his wife, that he 
knows of — That he never bas seen the said Kobt. Thomas since 'till yesterday when 

* This is the slope traversed by the upper or high road from the top end of Midgley village 
to MouDt Skip. 

+ On the hills which approach the river Hebden very closely on both sides west of Hebden 
Bridge; after passing King Street and Whiteley Arches the points on either side are respectively 
called Dover and Calais ; Calais being un the South Side. 

; On Cow Green. 

[| Between the village of Luddenden and High Itoad Well, otherwise known as Camp End. 
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tbey were both in Custody^That he never saw a blunderbuss in his life, nor does 
he know what one is like — That he was at his Aunt's Barbarah's the Public House 
at Mythom Royd Bridge with Robt. Thomas about a month ago as near as he can 
remember but was not there at any time since neither was he ever there with the 
said Folds nor did he ever see him there at any time — That when he came to 
Halifax on the Thursday Mr. Dighton died he came on purpose to buy a pair of 
Breeches and a Waistcoat for his Httle Lad, but did not buy them nor has he bought 
'em yet — That he and Robt. Thomas left two Pints of Ale to pay for wch yet 
remains unsettled for he never saw Robt. Thomas since nor has he ever come to 
this Examts. House or to the said Clayton's since either late in the Night or in the 
Morning or at any other time— That he never was at King's Cross or upon the road 
near King's Cross at any time after 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the Thursday in 
the Night whereof Mr. Dighton died, nor did he ever see his Cousin Folds on that 
Day or in the Night of that Day, nor did he ever Court or attempt to Court the 
Girl in the House at Jos. Shaw's on that Day or at any other time, nor did he see 
any Girl there on that Day — That he never was Cold in that Evening either by 
standing and waiting of any Person after having travelled fast or for any other 
Cause — That he got up the next Morning abt. 8 o'clock his Wife being up before 
him, but that Robt. Thomas was not there either on that Morning or at any time 
since — That he never had any Talk with Robt. Thomas abt. a Cow, or abt. Thomas 
Clayton's Land or his Wife being brot. to Bed or abt. any such Thing— or about any 
Reckoning between Thomas Clayton or his Wife and him this Examt. or abt. his 
this Examts. getting his piece forwards* or any Thing like it — That he never heard 
that Mr. Dighton was killed, or dead 'till the Saturday after it happened. Matthew 
Normanton X his Mark. Taken at Halifax the 20th Day of November, 1769." 

" Robert Thomas of Wadsworth Banks in the Parish of Halifax Stuffmaker 
Weaver being now in Custody on Suspicion of being concerned in the murder of 
Wm. Dighton deceased, voluntarily says :— That he is now about 30 years of age 
and was born in Midgley as he believes That he has hved in Wadsworth the greatest 
part of his Time and for Eleven years last constantly. That he has known James 
Broadbeut now also in Custody on Suspicion of being concerned in the same murder, 
for Twenty years last or near it. That he knew the late Mr. Dighton for a year or 
more before his Death and also knows Thomas Clayton his this Examts' Bror. in 
Law and that Mr. Dighton had a warrant agt. Clayton for sometime before his 
Death for Damaging Gold as Folks reckoned. That Joseph Broadbent (usually 
called Belch) was as he believes one of the Persons employed to take him up, but 
that he fled about a month ago and never was taken. That the last time he this 
Examt. saw the said James Broadbent was on Friday the Day after Mr. Dighton 
was killed, when he went to Mytholm Royd Bridge and met with Him in the Hall 
Bank! when he told this Examt. that Mr. Dighton was killed and this Examt. Told 
Him he was only Joking and says he had not before heard of it. That he got up 
about 7 o'clock that morning and went to Matthew Normanton's at Stannery End 
in Sowerby where he met with Him at Home, having known Him seven years or 
more, and that nobody was at his House but Himself his wife and children but that 
Thomas Clayton's Wife (this Examts' Sister in Law) came thither about g o'clock, 
whilst this Examt. was there, and enquired if he had met with a cow for her, 

* i.i. getting finished his piece of cloth on the loom. 

t The Road almve Mytholm Hall, 
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and he answered that he had met with Two or Three if they wou'd but fit her, 
and that he had no other Business there. That he stay'd there til! near noon and 
got his Dinner al his Si^rs, in Law Clayton's wife's who lives within a few yards of 
Normanton's, and then came Home down the Hall Bank, where he met with the 
said Broadbent, who told Him the news of Mr. Dighton's being shot which was 
surprising to Him, That he did not know Folds who lives at Callais till yesterday 
when he was taken into custody as well as this Examt. nor does he know that he 
ever saw Him before, That he this Examt. used to go to Shoot Partridges and 
sometimes Woodcocks, but has not of late years, within these 3 years last. That he 
never Fired a Blunderbuss or Gun or any other piece of Fire Arms within 3 years 
last. That he never saw the said James Broadbent from the time of his returning 
from York after he had been conductins King David — David Hartley to York till 
the Time of his meeting Him in the Hall Bank as before mentioned. That he this 
Examt. was at Joshua Shaw's in Halifax on Thursday, in the Evening where of 
Mr. Dighton died. That Matthew Normanton was with Him there and they went 
together to Newland Gate in Watley where they parted tlie said Matthew Normanton 
going towards Luddenden Foot to go Home, and this Examt. going through 
Luddenden towards his Home, That he came to Halifax that Day upon some 
Business for Dan Greenwood of Popples* to know of Joshua Shaw whether Wm, 
Greenwood's Exors would proceed to turn Him out of Possession, but that Joshua 
was not at Home. That he met with Matthew Normanton standing opposite to 
Joshua Shaw's Door, by Himself. He sayd what art thou for, and I sayd I am for a 
Pennyworth of Ale will thou cluhb with me. He sayd he wou'd and they went in 
thither together and they had 5 pints of Ale paid for Three and left two to pay for. 
That about 8 o'clock they left Joshua Shaw's and went towards Home as before 
mentd, and this Examt. got Home about 1 1 o'clock. His wife was got to Bed when 
he got Home. That Normanton enquired of Him if he knew where there was a 
Cow to be Sold, and sayd he had heard of one or Two but he thought some of them 
wo'd not fit. That they talk'd that Thomas Clayton's wife cou'd not keep the Land 
unless he would come back, he sayd he thought so too. That they did not appoint to 
see one another again either about that or any Thing else. That they met nobody at all 
upon the Road between Halifax and Newland Gate, that they walked middlingly of a 
Footfiace, not fast ; That they also talk'd that Thomas Clayton's wife would be brought 
to Bed at Christmas and bad good night and separated. That the next Morning on bis 
coming to Matthew Normanton's House, he did not see Normanton but he soon after 
wards came down Stairs, he bad good Morrow and sayd art thou got over to Stannery 
End this morning and he sayd, Yes — and sat him down upon a Chest Lid most of an 
Hour, and then walk'd up and down the House about a quarter of an Hour, and 
then sat down in a Chair at the Hood-End and sat nowhere in that House else. That 
whilst he was set in the Chair Normanton sayd there was a Reckoning Iwtween Him 
and Clayton's Wife and She want'd the Piece out of the Looms which Normanton 
had been Weaving in her House or Shop that he might be enabled to Ballance with 
her for what he owed her for milk and Butter. This Examt. told him She wanted 
the piece to pay her Rent with as well as to Ballance with Him as to the Milk and 
Butter. That they had no Talk w''soever about either of them getting a fall 
the Night before nor any such Talk ; That he never was with James Broadbent and 
Matthew Normanton or either of them upon Mythom Royd Bridge or at or near 
' Clow 10 NewUnd Gate. 
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the End thereof at any Time within a Month last, neither was he ever at or near 
King Cross since Saturday was a Fortnight, nor did he ever throw a Stone upon 
Martha Eagland's House at Mythom Royd Bridge or near it, either io the night 
when Mr. Dighton was Murdered or at any Time since. That he never was at 
Folds House at Callais nor ever ask'd to go thither. That in his way to Halifax 
in the Evening when Mr. Dighton was murdered, he this Examt. called at Thomas 
Spencer's at th' Newhouse near Myttiom Royd Bridge for a Poke which he had left 
there, which Poke he says wou'd hold Two or Three Stroke of Malt but he cannot 
say whether it wod. have held a Blunderbuss or not, having never seen one; That 
Spencer or his Wife were neither of them in the House, that he this Examt. put the 
Poke in his Pockett and it never came out til he got Home. He never told Matthew 
Normanton that he had called for the Poke at Thomas Spencer's or that he had it. 
That he came from Spencer's on Hathershelf Scout and over the Bridge at Luddenden 
Foot, That he came up by Magson House and through Warley Town and 
Harwood-Wellt to Halifax. That he saw Dan Greenwood at his own House that 
afternoon when he desired him to come for Shaw's advice as before mentd. That 
he was not Servant or hired by Dan Greenwood but he gave him a Shilling for 
assisting in delivering some Hay and Straw that Day and for coming to Halifax for 
Jos. Shaw's advice as before mentd. That Thomas Spencer did not come to Halifax 
with Him or any part of the Road that Night, nor did he see Him after he had been 
at Halifax; That Matthew Ackroyd, Thos. Greenwood (commonly called Conjuror 
Tom) Dan Greenwood, Phebe Jackson and others told He was informed ag.' by one 
Joseph Shaw and that he had Sworn a Warrant ag.' Him, and says he thought he 
was taken up yesterday upon such Warrant but says, he has never to this Hour 
ask'd what he was taken up for nor does he remember what was said about his Shoes 
yesterday morning, other than that when he was taken they sayd those who had been 
about Mr. Dighton when he died had had such Shoes with Broadheaded Nails in the 
Heels. That whilst he and Matthew Normanton were at Jos, Shaw's together, 
Matthew was courting the girl in the House.— Robert Thomas. Taken at Halifax 
the 20th Day of Novr, 1769. Before me Thomas Hyde, Coroner." 



MEETING OF JUSTICES CONVENED. 

To assist in the discovery of the murderers of Mr. Deighton, to prevent further 
outrages, and to put a stop to the practices of coining, Sec, Lord Rockingham issued 
a circular letter to all the Justices of the Peace for the W^est Riding of Yorkshire, 
residing in or near Halifax, Bradford, Wakefield and Leeds. 
" Sir, 

The late violent outrage committed at Hallifax, and the great Height 
to which the dangerous and villanous practice of clipping and coining is now risen, 
requires in every consideration that the utmost attention should be shewn in order 
to detect the guilty, and to put a stop to a practice so ruinous and detrimental to 
Trade and Credit, and so injurious to the public in general. 

Great Zeal and Activity have already been shewn in Halifax and that 
neighbourhood ; and it appearing to me that on such an occasion the Exertion of the 
Civil Power and the Diligence and Activity of the Justices of the Peace in all the 
t Now known as Highroad Well, 
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neighbouring places (where there may already be too much reason to suspect the 
practice of clipping, coining and uttering coin so adulterated may extend) should 
not only be encouraged, but also supported by all the Gentlemen and considerable 
Persons of the neighbourhoods. 

I must therefore take the Liberty to desire, that you would meet me at Hati^ 
on Tuesday morning. 

As the time is so short, I hope you will excuse me in addressing you in a 
circular letter, which I mean to send to all the Gentlemen now Acting, and also to 
those whose names are in and who have not as yet Acted in the Commission of the 
Peace for the W [est] R [iding] in the neighbourhood of Halifax, Leeds, Wakefield 
and Bradford. 

My object in addressing those Gentlemen who have not as yet acted, is with some 
hope, that on this very interesting public Occasion, some of them might be inclined 
to act, if it was only for a few months, during the present situation ; and if even that 
idea did not succeed, yet the very appearance of many considerable Gentlemen, 
concurring in the Proceedings of those who do Act, would have, most probably, 
at this juncture, a very good effect. 

I have the Honour to be, Sir, with great Truth and regard, 

Your most Obt., Humbie Servt., 
Wentworth, Sunday Eve,, Rockingham." 

November 26th, 1769. 

The meeting was duly held, according to the Leeds Mercury, on the 27th 
November, 1769, in the neighbourhood of Halifax, when the following gentlemen 
were present:^ 



The Marquis of Rockingham. 
The Rt. Honble. Ld. Visct. Irwin. 

[Temple Newsam.] 
Sr. Lionel Pilkington. 
Sr. Jas. Ibbetson, Bart. [Denton Park.] 
John Smyth, Esq. [Heath, Wakefield.] 
Henry Wickham, Esq. [Beliield.] 
Bichard Wilson, Esq. 

[Recorder of Leeds (?)] 
Per. Wentworth, Esq. [Wortley.] 
The Revd. Dr. Leigh. 

[Vicar of Halifax.] 
The Revd. Mr. Robt. Charlesworth. 

[Kettlethorpe Hall.] 
John Caygill, Esq. [Halifax.] 
Wm. Crowle, Esq- 
Charles Swain Booth Sharp. 

[Heaton, Bradford.] 
Benj. Ferrand, Esq. [St. Ives.] 
John Cookson, Esq. 
John Milnes, Esq. [Wakefield.] 
John Royds, Esq. [Halifax (?}] 
Wm. Radclifife, Esq. [Milns-Bridge (?)1 
Kd. Fenton, Esq. 



Sam. Harper, Esq. 

Chas. Wood, Esq. [Herasworth Hall.] 

Rd. Wainhouse, Esq. [Halifax.] 

John Blayds, Esq. [Oulton House (?)] 

John Woohnei, Esq. 

Mr. Thomas Wool rick. 

Mr, John Buck. 

Mr. Thos. Hardcastle. 

The Revd. Mr. Nelson. [Halifax (?) ] 

John Royds, Junr., Esq. [ do. (?)] 

Mr. James Wetherherd. [ do. (?) ] 

Mr. Michael Wainhouse. [ do. (?)] 

Mr. John Edwards. [Pye Nest.] 

Mr. Wm. Prescot. [Clare Hall.] 

Mr. Thos. Ramsden. 

Mr. Wm. Pollard. 

Mr. James Howarth. 

Mr. Samuel Waterhouse. [Halifax.] 

Mr. William Buck. 

Mr. Thos. Sayer. [Halifax.] 

Mr. John Eagle. 

Mr. Robert Parker. [Halifax.] 

Mr. Richard Mawhood. [Halifax.] 

Mr. Christopher Rawson. [Halifax.] 
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26 The Yorkshire Coiners — Meeting of Justices Convened. 

At this meeting the following resolutions were carried : — 
" Resolved. It is the Opinion of This Meeting, That the Zeal and Diligence with which 

the Gentlemen of Leeds, Halifax and Bradford have exerted themselves on 

Occasion of the murther of the late Mr. Dighton and in apprehenditig the Coiners 

and Diminishers of Money is highly commendable and meritorious. 
Resolved, That all the Acting Justices of the Peace present will exert themselves. 

And that all the Gentlemen present will do their utmost to support the Civil 

Magistracy on this Occasion. 
Resolved, That the Subscriptions set on foot at Leeds, Halifax and Bradford for 

discovering and apprehending the Illegal Coiners and Diminishers of Money 

were and are very proper, and that the example should be encouraged and 

recommended to all the Gentlemen and others in these parts of the Country. 
Resolved. That the Widow of The late Mr. Dighton should be recommended from 

this Meeting as an object of his Majesty's Royal Bounty. 

At a Meeting of Many of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the 
County of York, at The Talbot in Halifax. Novr. ye 28th, 1769." 

On his return home the Marquis of Rockingham sent the following letter'^ to 
" Lord Wentworth : 
My Lord, 

In consequence of the Honour of Your Lordship's Letter, I directed 
the Clerk of The Peace to give the proper instructions to all Acting Justices in the 
W.R. of Yorkshire to recommend to them the utmost diligence and activity on the 
occasion. 

I also sent to Hallifax, desiring particularly to be informed as to the state of 
matters there and in that neighbourhood, and from the information I received, I 
imagined it might be of some use if I went to Halhfax, and that at all events I 
should be the better enabled to send to your Lordship some account and some light, 
which in the Hands of Government might be materially serviceable at this juncture. 

The Spirit and Activity which had been exerted in Halhfax and Bradford in 
taking up the supposed Murtherers of Deighton and also in taking up many of the 
Clippers and Coiners seemed to me to deserve every encouragement, and having no 
doubt of the zeal and spirit of the Gentlemen in those neighbourhoods, I wrote a 
Circular Letter (whereof I have the honour of enclosing your Lordship a Copy) to 
all the Gentlemen on the Commission of the Peace, residing near Hallifax, Bradford, 
Leeds and Wakefield, whether they were Acting Justices or not, desiring them to 
meet me at Hallifax on Tuesday morning last. 

Most of the Gentlem^ I wrote to meet me, and almost everyone to whom I 
wrote, who could not come, sent me the strongest assurances that they would assist 
to the utmost on this occasion. 

I have therefore the satisfaction of assuring your Lordship that every means 
for the apprehending of the Persons guilty, either of the murder of Deighton, or of 
the great Crime of clipping and coining will be exerted. 

Many gentlemen who have not acted hitherto in the Commission of the Peace, 
will now take out their dedimus to assist. 

The Resolutions which were come to at the Meeting, and also the Names of 
the Persons present, I have herewith transmitted. 



' Slate Papers Domestic Geo. III. 
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I am particularly authorised by all the gentlemen present to desire your 
Lordship to lay their Humble Request before His Majesty in behalf of the widow 
of the unfortunate Deighton. With all submission they recommend her as an object 
of His Majesty's Bounty, and it is their opinion that a Reward given at this time 
to the family of a Person who lost his life for the pains he had taken in making 
Discoveries of the Clippers and Coiners, would have a most encouraging effect. 

The widow of Deighton at the moment of his death, had literally no money 
whatsoever in her house. The charitable, and \ must say liberal Donations of 
several Persons relieved and over and above supplied her immediate necessity. She 
is left with five children, luckily the youngest is eleven years old, so that it is thought 
she may be nearly able to maintain herself; but the younger are not thought too old 
for apprentices. If 1 might venture to suggest to Your Lordship without prescribing 
Bounds to His Majesty's generosity, I should hint 50 pr: ann: to the widow for life 
and a sum of £190 or ^200 for apprenticing the younger children. Two are boys, 
and two are girls. This would be adequate to the situation of Deighton's Family, and 
indeed the Activity and undauntedness with which Deighton pursued the discovering 
of Clippers and Coiners, and which drew on their resentment and his death, was very 
meritorious. 

I must now beg your Lordship's attention to some particular circumstances 
which have come to my knowledge at Hallifax. 

The unlawful and villanous practice of Clipping and Coining has been too 
customary in the neighbourhood of Hallifax, Huddersfield, Bradford, &c., for some 
years past. At different periods complaints have been made, and informations have 
been given to the Sollicitor of The Mint, and also to the Secretary of State's Office 
which have dropped without further Examination, 

I must b^ your Lordship to observe that there is not the least idea of charging 
any one with neglect, but it is thoi^ht some useful information may come out by 
having Recourse to a Letter from Mr. Woodford the English Resident at Altena, 
which he sent to the Government in 1767. I enclose the Letter from an English 
Merchant at Altena, which naaintains the fact. Greenwood, the person who made 
the discovery is now in this Country. It is very probable he has not told here whom 
he informed against, and it is thought if Mr. Woodford's letter could be found, 
several persons therein named might be taken up immediately, and some discovery 
made in their houses, and Greenwood himself might also be taken up, so that by 
this means, an additional discovery might be made. 

The Sollicitor of The Mint, upon some informations being communicated to 
him, declared that his Salary did not allow him to carry on Prosecutions, but I have 
no doubt that if upon this very critical and alarming situation, if it was thought 
proper by Government to send him or any other empowered Lawyer down to 
Hallifax with orders to carry on Prosecutions, or to aid and advise in the Examin- 
ations of suspected persons, the Business would be carried on with great efficacy. 

It would also be very useful if some persons of the Mint were sent down there, 
as in searching Houses, &c., they might see Traces of Clipping and Coining, which 
might escape the Notice of Persons unaccustomed in that employment. 

I thought myself obliged to communicate to your Lordship the Idea of a Lawyer, 
&c., coming from London to Hallifax at this time, as it seemed to be the Sentiments 
there, and especially as the Fraud practiced in Clipping and Coining is a crime of the 
most publick nature, and as the expence of prosecuting, &c., seems properly to be a 
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publick Expence, it may be best that it should be managed under those who have 
immediate Authority for that purpose. 

Another circumstance is also necessary for me to trouble your Lordship with. 
The authentick proofs in Writing I shall not receive for some days, when 1 do, I 
shall send them, but the Fact is already very sufficiently ascertained to me, viz, 
Mr. Lister a very Active and deserving Justice of the Peace, in conjunction with 
Mr, Stanhope an eminent Council employed two persons, the one named James 
Crabtree, the other William Hailey to associate with persons suspected of Clipping 
and Coining in order to afterwards make discoveries. Mr. Lister died about ten 
days ago, and Mr. Stanhope died about six weeks ago. Luckily for the two men, 
two gentlemen were privy to the Transaction, A warrant from a Justice of the 
Peace had taken up one of these men, but upon being apprized has been I understand, 
withdrawn, and 1 am taking precautions to apprize the Acting Justices in different 
parts of the neighbourhood, that these men may not be laid hold on ; if nevertheless 
they should, I am sure your Lordship will take care that no harm befalls them. 

There seemed at first an inclination among the gentlemen of the Meeting at 
Hallifax to apply to Government for a Special Commission to try the Clippers and 
Coiners thinking that a speedy execution would make great impression. It rather 
appeared to me, that the delay till the Assizes would be more advisable. Several 
Clippers and Coiners are already in custody ; many more will probably be so in a 
short time. Much information and evidence may come out amongst them, and it is 
much to be wished that the fullest discovery should be made of all who have 
followed the practice. 

It is imagined there were not above four shops where they coined, but that 
there were eight or ten more companies or gangs of clippers, and that one or two 
hundred persons have been concerned in clipping, coining or uttering false or 
diminished coin. The dipt guineas are diminished in weight of gold about 3s. 4d. 
The Portugal money, coined as supposed out of clippings is usually Moidores ; they 
contain about 22s. of gold, and pass for 27sh., so that seven good guineas in passing 
thro' their hands left a profit of upwards of 27sh. 

I have troubled your Lordship with a very long letter. I might have shortened 
it in some parts, but 1 thought the fullest detail would be the most acceptable upon 
this occasion. 

I have the honour to be with great respect. 

Your Lordship's most obedt. Honble. Servt., 

Rockingham. 
Wentworth, Dec. ye ist, 1769." It is endorsed " Read by the King." 



PROCLAMATION--ABSCONDERS AND SUSPECTS. 

As an immediate result a second meeting was held and the following Proclamation 
was issued. 

Bradford, Nov. 25, 1769. 

" Whereas Informations have been lodged against the several Persons under 
named, for diminishing the Gold Coin ; and also for making, and counterfeiting, 
Pieces in Imitation of the Portugal Coin, current in this Kingdom. And whereas, 
at a numerous Meeting of the Gentlemen of Leeds, Bradford, and Halifax, held at 
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Mr. John Day's, the Sign of the Sun, in Bradford, on Wednesday the 22d of this 
Instant, It was unanimously Resolved, that all proper Means should be used for 
apprehending and bringing to Justice, the Persons under- named, or any others, who 
are, or shall be guilty of the like Practices. These are therefore to give Notice, that 
whoever shall apprehend, and deliver to the Hands of the Constables of Leeds, 
Bradford, and Halifax aforesaid, or any of them, any of the Persons herein after 
particularly named and described, or others Guilty of the like Practices, so as he, 
she, or they, may be brought to Justice, shall be intitled to a Reward of Ten 
Guineas, to be paid by some, or one of the Constables aforesaid, on the Conviction 
of every such Offender. 

The Persons against whom Informations have been lodged for the Practices 
aforesaid, and who have absconded, are 

Thomas Clayton, late of Turvin, in the Township of Sowerby, and Parish of 
Hali&Lx, Stuff-Maker,* aged about Forty, and about five Feet seven Inches high, is 
slenderly made, and round shouldered, has light coloured Hair, is thinish visaged, 
and of a fair Complexion. He used to wear brown coloured Cloaths, and was but 
indifferently dressed. 

Benjamin Sutcliffe, late of Halifax, Stuff Weaver, (commonly called 
Benjamin Nunco,) aged about Sixty, and about five Feet four Inches high, is a broad 
sett Man, and has a reddish pimpled Face, and wears a brown Wig ; when he went 
off, he was dressed in Claret coloured Cloaths. 

Isaac Dewiiurst, late of Owle Nook, in Luddingden Dean, in the Township 
of Warley, and Parish of Halifax, about Thirty five or Thirty six Years of Age, 
and about five Feet eight Inches high, is a stout broad made Man, wears his own 
Hair, which is black, and is black complexion'd. When he went off, he had two 
Suits of Cloaths, the worst was of a light coloured drab Cloth, and the better was 
of a Sad blue Colour. 

Nathan Horsfall, late of Saltonstal, in Warley, Butcher, aged about Thirty, 
and about five Feet seven Inches high, is a broad sett Man, wears his own Hair, 
which is dark, brown, and bushy; he is of a fresh ruddy Complexion, and much 
marked with the smalt Pox. 

John Tatham, late of Wadsworth, in the said Parish of Halifax, Stuff Weaver, 
aged about Twenty Four, and about five Feet ten Inches high, is slender made, and 
active, wears his own Hair, which is Flaxen colour'd and curls, is of a fair Complexion, 
cherry cheek'd, and handsome ; when he went off, he had on a blue worsted Shagf 
Coat, and a Draw-boy Waistcoat, with mixed Colours of blue, white, and Scarlet. 

John Parker, late of Shackleton, in Stansfield, Stuff-Maker, aged about Fifty, 
and about five Feet ten Inches high, is a thin Man, wears his own HaJr, which is of 
a saddish Flaxen Colour, and a little bushy ; he is thinnish visaged, and has 
remarkable thick Lips, wears an old blue Coat and Waistcoat, and is shabbily 



James Green, late of Halifax, Heald-striker, aged about Twenty five or Twenty 
six, is about five Feet three Inches high, a broad sett Man, wears his own Hair, 
which is black and bushy, and is of a blackish Complexion, pale looking, and a little 

* Maker, really the merchant, of coarae wooltea, such as blanl 
f A strong kind of rough worsted doth. 
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mark'd with the Small Pox ; he used to wear a Scarlet Stuff Waistcoat, and a blue 
Cloth Coat. 

This Proclamation with the names appended was published weekly in the papers 
until March 25, 1770, when the following names were added : — 

" Peter Barker, late of Stansfield, in the Parish of Halifax, Miller (commonly 
called Foul Peter) aged 36 years or thereahouts, a broad-set Man, about five Feet 
seven Inches high, black hair, tyed behind, dark complexioned, and generally wears 
light -coloured Cloaths. 

William Clayton, late of Sowerby, in the same Parish, Weaver, aged near 40, 
about 5ft. 7iD. high, broad-set, flaxen -coloured Hair, which curls a little, is fresh- 
coloured, and generally wears dark-brown Cloaths, sometimes a Crimson Shag 
Waistcoat. 

John Ibbetson, late of Ovenden, in the same Parish, Dealer in Wool, about 
25 years old, 5ft. 6in. high, slender made, fair complexioned, looks pale, but very 
smart, wears his own Hair, which is brown and curls a little. 

Matthew Hepworth, late of Ovenderi, in the same Parish, Butcher, about 
40 years old, 5ft. 7in. high, rather slender, a little pock-broke, wears his own Hair, 
which is of a reddish Colour and almost straight. 

Joseph Hanson, late of Halifax, Innkeeper, broad-set, about 5ft. 6in. high, of 
a dark Complexion, a Mole upon one Cheek, dark Eyes and Eye-brows, and some 
Pimples on one Side of his Face, wears a brown Coat and Waistcoat, and a brown 
Cut or Bob Wig. 

Isaac Hartley, late of Erringden, in the Parish of Halifax, Farmer, (commonly 
called The Duke of York, being younger Brother of David Hartley, usually called Kiitg 
David, now a. Prisoner in York Castle), about 35 years old, 5ft. 7in, high, a dark 
down-looking man, wears his own Hair, which is black, a little pock-broke, and 
generally wears light colour'd Cloaths, 

John Wilcock, late of Keelliam,* in Erringden, in the same Parish, Weaver, 
about 30 years old, 3ft. 7inches high, broad-set, black -complexioned, wears his own 
Hair, dark -coloured, and generally a stripp'd Waistcoat and brown Coat. 

Joshua Lister, late of HaUfax, Innkeeper, about 30 years old, 5ft. 4in. high, 
round -shoutder'd and broad-set, a ruddy Complexion, wears his own Hair, which 
is flaxen -colour'd, and curls a little : he used to wear a Copper coloured Bath Ruggy 
Coat and Waistcoat. 

Joseph Gelder, late of Halifax, Stuff-Weaver, about 25 years old, of a dark 
Complexion, and squints, wears his own Hair, which is of a dark Colour, and curls 
well ; he is about 5ft. 7in. high : had on when he went off, a light -coloured Drab 
Coat and Waistcoat. 

Joshua Shaw, late of Halifax, Innkeeper, about 35 years old, 5ft. 4in. high, 
well looking, rather pale complexioned, wears his own Hair, which is of a light- 
brown Colour and curls a little : he used to wear a dark mottle -colour'd Coat, and a 
red Waistcoat." 

On the back of one printed copy of the Proclamation in the hand writing of 
Mr. Robert Parkert there is given a list of " Persons suspected of coining, &c." 

' The Farm next to Bell House, southwards, on ihe same hillside. 

f Robert Parker, a, Halifax Solicitor, who prepared most if not nearly all the cases against the 
coiners, Sc. In October, 1773, he was appointed Steward of the Honour of Pontefract in the place 
□f Richard Towne. Esq., deceased ; at the same time Mr, Hyde, the Coroner at Halifax, was appointed 
to transact all the business relative to the Courts of the said Honour. 
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LiGHTHAZLES : \Vm. RadclifTe Son of John Radcliffe — James Helliwell, Walter Green 
—Daniel Helliwell, Do. -John Radcliffe Sen'r.— John Radcliffe jun'r. did run 
away — Tho, Radcliffe Son in Law to John Sen'r. — Thomas Sutchffe— John 
^ Sutcliffe— Wm. Thomas. 

Soyland: James Procter, Blue Ball — Wm. Procter, Maiden Stones— Wm. Barker 
— Rich'd Liley, Soyland Mill— James Bates, New Shop — Thomas Crampton, 
his neighbour —Geo. o'Smith — James Gassed — Crowther a Badger at the' 
Sweet Oak. 
SowERBv 1 Israel Wiide of Deerplay — Wm. Sykes of Watson Mill. 
TuRviN : Abraham Lum — Ely Crosley — Anthy. Sutcliffe of Swamp — ^James Brook 
of Collingbob — Luke Dewhurst— James Kershaw of Wood — Ab ram. Kershaw, 
Do.— Rich'd. Clegg— Charles Clegg- Mark L^w— John Lister of Bent— Tho. 
Clayton— Wm. Law. 
Erringden: John Law — Wm. Wilcock — Tho. Dewhurst, Highgreens—^Jas.Whiteley, 
Paper Mill— Wm. Barker— John Barker— Tho. Sutcliffe— Richd. Sutcliffe— 
Jonas Eastwood— Isaac Hartley. 
WesTFiELDiSamHoIdsworth — John Heap, Turley — John Heap, Lod. — Js. Saltonstall, 
Lumb — John Crosaley. 

The paper is endorsed " Coiners, &c., Acc't. taken from Eli Hoyle, Dec. 22d, '69." 
In the meanwhile we find from the Leeds Mercury of Tuesday, 28th November, 
1769, that on the previous Wednesday : — James Broadbent, Robert Thomas, 
Matthew Normanton, and William Fowles, the four persons taken up on Suspicion 
of murdering Mr. Dighton, as mentioned in our last, were brought to this Town, and 
on Thursday Morning moved forward to York Castle. Broadbent, who was first 
taken up and informed against the Others, fixes the murder upon Thomas, and, to 
strengthen his Evidence says: that being all Four upon the Watch, he was stationed 
about the Length of a Field from tlie rest ; that at the time the murder was actually 
committed he was asleep, and that the Report of the Blunderbuss awaked him ; 
whereupon he got up, and soon after Thomas coming to him said, / have done for him, 
&-C. Thomas, Normanton and Fowles, while they were in this Town, seemed much 
cast down, and seldom spoke, except that Thomas was observed to ask Broadbent, 
in a low Tone, what he thought of himself by accusing him, when he knew he 
was innocent of the Matter." 



DEIGHTON'S FAMILY. 

The particular account of Deighton's Family referred to by Lord Rockingham, 
is as follows : — 
Elias Dighton, 25 years of age, married and works at Birmingham as a Journeyman 

in the Plated Buckle Way. 
Thomas Dighton, 23 years. Gone into the East Indies. 
William Dighton, 21 years, apprenticed to a Candlestick Maker; has two years to 



John Dighton, 17 years. 
George Dighton, 12 years. 
HHsannah Dighton, 19 years. 
Maty Dighton, 14 years. 
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Lord Weymouth seems to have lost no time in communicating with the 
Treasury the above particular account with the result that the following reply was 
sent [to whom is not stated] by the Duke of Grafton. 

Arlington Street, 

nth December, 1769. 
" Dear Sir, 

The Duke of Grafton directs me to acquaint you that His Majesty will 
grant a pension of £"50 per annum to the widow of Dighton who was murdered at 
Halifax, and also ^^200 for putting out his children as apprentices ; and he desires 
you will communicate this to Lord Weymouth that his Lordship may acquaint 
Lord Rockingham accordingly. 

I am ever Dear Sir, Most Sincerely Yours, 

Thomas Bradshaw." 
The Deighton family was consequently provided for but it should be mentioned 
(a fact not stated in his correspondence) that the Marquis of Rockingham had, when 
in Hali^x, already given the widow ^50.— {Leeds Mercury, 5th December, 1769). 



ACTION TAKEN BY THE TREASURY. 

Lord Rockingham having now called the attention of the Government to the 
infonnation contained in Hutchinson's letter, and suggesting that some use of it 
might be made, we find Lord Wentworth writing to Lord Rockingham : 

St. James's, Dec'. 5th: 1769. 
" My Lord, 

I received last night the honour of Your Lordship's Letter of the first 
Instant, relative to the murder of Deighton, and the alarming Practice of Clipping 
and Coining, which has got to so great a Heighth ; and having laid the same before 
the King, His Majesty was graciously pleased to approve the steps which you have 
taken, and the Zeal and Activity with which the Gentlemen of the County have 
entered into the matter. 

As nothing relative to It has passed since I have been in OfRce, I have sent to 
Lord Rochford to look back to Mr, Woodford's correspondence in the year 1767, for 
the Letter to which Your Lordship refers, and I shall not fail to communicate to 
Your Lordship every Information I shall be able to collect, which may assist you in 
the further steps to be taken. I have sent Your Lordship's Letter to the Treasury, 
to which Department what you say of Money Matters, the Affairs of the Mint and 
a Publick Prosecution properly belong; and I make no doubt but your Lordship 
will have an Answer on these Heads without Loss of Time. 
I am, &c., 

Weymouth. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I am informed that Mr. Woodford's Letter has 
not been found in Lord Rochford's Office. Mr. Woodford, who is now here, and has 
been applied to, says that Greenwood after having been confined in Prison some 
months at Hamburg, was set at Liberty and came to England, since when he has 
heard no more of him. From Mr. Woodford's not recollecting him having written 
such a Letter, I fear there may have been some mistake ; but I have ordered further 
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Inquiry to be made at the other Office, and shall let Your Lordship know what it 
produces." 

Whether anything was ever found that was of assistance is not shown in any 
further correspondence, but at the same time Lord Wentworth put himself ia 
communication with the Lords of the Treasury : 

St. James's, Dec'. 5th, 1769, 
" My Lords, 

Having laid the enclosed Letter from Lord Rockingham before the 
King, and taken His Majesty's pleasure with regard to the Answer, of which 1 send 
Your Lordships a copy inclosed, 1 am to desire that your Lordships will receive the 
King's Commands with regard to those parts which are within your department, and 
that you will signify the same to Lord Rockingham either directly or through my 
channel, as your Lordships shall judge proper, that no time may be lost in taking 
such measures as may be judged proper, in order to put an end to this criminal 
practice of coining and clipping which has been carried on to an alarming Heighth 
in that part of the Country. 

I am, &c. 

Weymouth." 

The following correspondence then ensued. 

Mr, Grey Cooper to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Weymouth. 

Treasury Chambers, 

7tli December, 1769. 
" My Lord, 

I am commanded by the Lords Commrs. of His Majesty's Treasury 
to acquaint your Lordship that they have this day taken into consideration your 
letter of the 5th instant together with that of The Marquess of Rockingham to 
your Lordship, and the several papers referred to therein ; And my Lords highly 
approve of the steps already taken, and the measures recommended by the Marquess 
for suppressing the very criminal and dangerous practice of coining and clipping 
(which appears to have prevailed so much in the West Riding of the County of 
York) and for bringing the Offenders to justice ; And their Lordships are of opinion 
that the prosecutions against such Offenders ought to be carried on at the Public 
Expense; and that the Sollicitor of the Mint, together with some other Officer in 
that Department, of skill and experience in the methods of discovering and detecting 
such practices, should be forthwith sent down to Halifax to manage and conduct 
such prosecutions, and to assist and advise the Justices of the Peace in the searching 
of Houses, the Examination of suspected Persons, and in collecting evidence and 
preparing proper indictments against such of the supposed Offenders as are now in 
custody, or shall hereafter be committed, in order that they may be brought to trial 
at the next Assizes for the County of York, and their Lordships have ordered the 
Sollicitor of the Mint to attend this Board to-morrow morning to receive instructions 
accordingly. I have the honour to be, My Ijjrd, 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 
Grey Cooper." 
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Mr, G. Cooper to Mr. R. Wood. 

Treasury Chambers, 

8th Deer., 1769. 
"Sir, 

I am commanded by my Lord's Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury to transmit to you a Copy of a Minute of this Board made this day upon 
the attendance of Mr. Chamberlain the Sollicitor to the Mint, And to acquaint you, 
for the information of Lord Weymouth, that he has received directions to set out 
on Sunday next in the morning, and that he proposes to be at Halifax on Tuesday 
at Noon. I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Grev Cooper." 

The following was the Treasury Minute. 

"Whitehall Treasury Chambers, 8th Dec'; 1769. 
Present : — The Duke of Grafton, Lord North, Mr. Jenkinson. Mr. Chamberlain, 
the Sollicitor to the Mint, attends pursuant to order and is called in : — 

My Lords direct him to repair forthwith to Halifax, and to take with him some 
Officer of the Mint of skill and experience in the methods of discovering and detecting 
the practice of clipping and coining, and in conjunction with such officer to advise 
and assist the Justices of the Peace in that neighbourhood in the searching of Houses, 
and examination of persons that are suspected, and in collecting evidence in order to 
bring such offenders as are now in custody, or shall hereafter be committed, to Justice 
at the next Assizes for the County of York. And the Sollicitor is ordered to carry 
on the said Prosecutions at the Public Expense, under the direction of the Attorney 
and Sollicitor General ; and in case the sum allowed and limited by the Authority of 
the Act passed in the 15th year of his late Majesty's reign for carrying on prosecutions 
of the Mint shall not be sufficient for that purpose, My Lords will, upon application 
made to this Board give directions that he shall be supplied with such further sums 
as shall be found necessary." 

One of the first public utterances of Mr. Chamberlayne was the issue of the 
following proclamation which was published in handbill form, and as an advertisement 
in the papers. 

" Whereas the Practice of Clipping the Gold Coin of this Kingdom hath for a 
considerable Time last past been carried on in the Parish of Halifax, and Towns 
adjacent, and in divers other Places within the West Riding of the County of York, 
And Whereas there is great reason to believe, that numbers of Persons have been 
drawn in to the Commission of the said Offence, not knowing at the Time, that by 
the Laws of this Realm, the same is declared to be High Treason, and afterwards 
having come to the Knowledge of the Consequence of their Offence, have nevertheless 
continued in the Practice thereof, from an Apprehension that they could not make a 
Discovery without convicting themselves ; It is therefore thought proper to give this 
Public Notice, That by an Act of Parliament past in the Seventh Year of the Reign 
of his late Majesty King William the Third, any Person guilty of Clipping or 
Diminishing, or Coining the Current 'Coin of this Realm, who shall afterwards 
Discover two or more Persons who have committed either of the said Crimes and 
give Information thereof to any One of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace, so as 
Two or more be convicted of the same, is thereby declared intitled to his Majesty's 
Pardon for all his said Crimes which he may have committed before such Discovery, 
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and if such Person be an Apprentice, he is thereby declared to be a Freeman, and 
hath thereby Liberty to Exercise any lawful Trade, Profession, or Mystery, with all 
Liberties and Priviledges, and in as full and ample Manner as if he had served the full 
Time of his Apprenticeship, and is moreover by the said Act intitled to the Reward 
of Forty Pounds for every Person convicted. 

Wm. Ckambbrlaynb, 
White Lion, Halifax, Sollicitor to his Majesty's Mint. 

14th December, 1769, 
N.B. The Towns of Halifax, Leeds, asA Bradford, have offered a Reward of 
Ten Guineas for every Person convicted, over and above the Reward allowed by 
Act of Parliament." 



A DISCLAIMER— THE DEPUTY CONSTABLE OF HALIFAX. 

The wholesale abscondings which were now taking place owing to the fear enter- 
tained by the various coiners and clippers which has already been alluded to, had 
also its ludicrous aspect, for as gossip always makes matters worse than they really 
are, so also were the names of some people bruited about as absconders while in 
reality they had no thought of flight. Thus we find the following advertisement in 
the Leeds Mercury for the 5th December, 1769 — 

" Whereas, it has been maliciously reported, and industriously propogated, that 
I, Thomas Gomersall, of Leeds, in the County of York, Victualler, had absconded 
for being concerned with the several persons that are now suspected of coining and 
counterfeiting the current Coin of this Kingdom. 

To vindicate myself, and to make a proper example of the Author or Authors of 
such an in&mous Report, I do hereby promise a Reward of Five Guineas to any 
Person or Persons that will bring proof of any one or more persons having published 
and propogated the above Scandalous and false Assertions as Witness my Hand this 
4th day of December, 1769. 

Tho. Gomersall." 

A fortnight later (19th December. 1769) we are informed by the same paper. 

" From a general relaxation of Justice, owing to the want of a sufficient number 
of acting magistrates in the populous Part of the West Riding of the County of 
York, and particularly from the absolute Necessity of a vigorous Execution of the 
Laws upon Coiners and Debasers of the public Money, we are informed that the follow- 
ing Gentlemen have taken up the laudable Resolutions of immediately qualifying 
themselves to act under the Commission of the Peace, viz:— Lord Irwin; Sir 
Geo. Armytage, of Kirklees; Mr. Wilson, Recorder of Leeds; Mr. RatclifT, of 
Mills - Bridge ; Mr. Caygill, of Halifax; Mr. Louch, of Sandall ; Mr. Milnes, of 
Wakefield ; and Mr. Horsfall, near Huddersfietd." 

We are also informed at the same time that " On Saturday last, Thomas and 
Daniel Greenwood, of Wadsworth Banks, near Halifax, and Qohn] Cockroft, of 
Marsh Lane, apprehended on Suspicion of clipping and counterfeiting the Gold 
Coin, passed through this Town on their way to York Castle. Cockroft had foi 
some time followed Stuff-making in this Town, but since the Hue and Cry has been 
made after the Coiners, he removed to Darlington where he was taken. Daniel 
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Greenwood was so very corpulent that he could not, as the others did, perform the 
Journey on Foot. We hear that there are now upwards of 30 persons in the County 
Gaol, for no other crime than on Suspicion of clipping and counterfeiting the 
current Coin." 

Within a few days, i.e. on Thursday, the 21st December, "John Bates, of 
Halifax and Jonas Tillotson, of Mixenden, near that Place, passed through this 
Town on their way to York Castle ; and on Saturday, Thomas Wilson and Thomas 
Westerman, both of this Town [Leeds], were committed to the same Gaol on 
Suspicions of clipping or counterfeiting the Gold Coin." 

But by way of diversion from these numerous arrests a very important prisoner, 
a personage no less than the Deputy Constable of Halifax, escapes from custody and 
the following advertisement appears : 



"Escaped from Halifax 

Out of tfu Custody of Francis Simpson, of Bradford, 

on Saturday last the 23rd Day of December, 

Joseph Hanson 

Deputy Constable of Halifax, charged with diminishing the Gold Coin 

of this Kingdom. 

He is a broad-set Man, about five Feet, six Inches high, of a dark Complexion, with 

a Mole upon one Cheek, dark Eyes and Eye-Brows, and some Pimples on one Side 

of his Face. Had on when he escaped, a brown Coat and Waistcoat, and a brown 

Cut or Bob Wig. 

Any Person who shall apprehend and deliver him to the Constables of Halifax, 
shall receive Twenty Guineas over and besides the Reward allowed by Act of 
Parliament. (Leeds Mercury, Dec. 26 1769)." 



Up to this time the following arrests and commitments to York Castle had been 
made ; — John Sutcliff, 30th Aug ; John Pickles, 5 Sept ; Stephen Morton, 9 Sept ; 
James Oldfield, g Sept ; David Hartley, 16 Oct ; James Jagger, 16 Oct ; Thomas 
Waid, 18 Oct; John Barker, 6 Nov ; John Cockroft, 15 Dec; Daniel Greenwood, 
15 Dec; Thomas Greenwood, 15 Dec; Jonas Tilotson, 20 Dec and John Bates, 20 Dec. 

Nevertheless every week recorded fresh arrests and on Jan 2, 1770, we read : — 
" No less than seven persons are now in custody at Bradford, on suspicion of clipping 
and counterfeiting the coin ; their names, we hear, are as follow : Thomas Stansfield, 

of Booth-town ; Crossley and his Son, near the same Place ; William Harpur and 

John Spencer, of Lee Bank, and Paul Taylor and Daniel Greenwood, of Turvin, 
all near Halifax, They are expected to-day in Leeds on their way to York Castle." 

" We bear one night last week, one William Hartley, commonly called Duke of 
Edinburgh* and brother of King David, Chief of the Coiners, made his escape after 
the constables had surrounded his house. Notwithstanding the inclemency of the 

* Crabtree 10 bis History of Halifaji, p. 148, says David Greenwood was called " The Duke of 
Ediabiughi " but be is evidently wrong. 
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weather, his highness condescecded to leave his waim bed, and creep out at the 
window, without any incumbrance (except his shirt) than what he brought into the 
world with him." 



A FURTHER PROCLAMATION. 

On the 17th January, 1770, the following advertisement appeared in the Leeds 
Mercury : — 

" By an Act of 6 and 7 Wm. Ill, to prevent Counterfeiting and Clipping the Coin 
of this Kingdom, It is Enacted 

That for Preventing the Clipping or Diminishing the current Coin of the Kingdom, 
if any Person shall buy or sell, and knowingly have in his Custody any Clippings or 
Filings of the current Coin, shall, for every such Offence, forfeit such Clippings or 
Filings, and also ^500, and be branded in the Cheek with the letter R, and be 
imprisoned till the Payment of the /500, 

That no Person shall transport Bullion, except it be stamped at Goldsmith's Hall. 

That no Broker, not being a Trading Goldsmith, or Refiner, shall buy or sell 
any Bullion or Molten Silver, on the Penalty of Imprisonment for Six Months. 

And for the better Discovery of Offenders, That one or more of the Wardens of 
the Goldsmith's Company, with any two or more of their Court of Assistants, within the 
Weekly Bills, or any two Justices of any County, City or Town Corporate out of the 
Weekly Bills, may enter into any House, Room or Workshop of any Person 
suspected of buying or selling unlawful Bullion, and to search for the Same ; and if 
such Occupier shall refuse the making of such Search, such Wardens or Justices, 
with the Assistance of a Constable, may break open any Door, Box, Trunk, Chest, 
Cupboard or Cabinet to search for and discover any such Bullion ; and if they find 
any such unlawful Bullion, to seize the same, and the Persons in whose Possession 
it shall be found, and shall bring the same before the next Justice, and make Oath of 
such finding ; which justice may examine the Person brought before him on Oath, 
whether the same (before such melting) was not the current Coin, nor the Clippings 
thereof ; then the Justice may commit the Person so examined to Prison, and secure 
the Bullion, and shall oblige the Witnesses to enter into Recognizances to prosecute. 

And to give Encouragement to such Persons as shall discover such Clipping and 
Coining, That after the ist of May, 1695, every Person who shall apprehend such 
Person or Persons who have counterfeited the current Coin, or for Lucre or Gain 
have clipped, washed, filed, or any ways diminished the same, and shall prosecute 
such Person to conviction, shall receive ^40 for every such Person so convicted ; and 
if any Sheriff shall refuse to pay the Conviction -Money on the Judge's Certificate, 
he shall forfeit double the Sum directed to be paid. 

That if any Person out of Prison shall, after the said ist of May, 1695, be guilty 
of clipping, coining, counterfeiting, washing, filing, or otherwise diminishing the 
current Coin, so as two or more of the Persons discovered should be convicted, such 
Discoverers should have the King's Pardon for all such Crimes committed before 
such Discovery ; and if the Discoverer be an Apprentice, he is thereby declared to 
be free, and may exercise any lawful Trade or Calling as fully as if he hod served the 
whole time of his Apprenticeship." 
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THE ASSIZES. 

Early in February was committed to York Castle, Luke Dewhurst, of Turvin, 
in the parish of Halifax, Stuff-weaver, charged with diminishing Guineas, and 
coining 27s. Pieces. (Leeds Mercury, 6th February, 1770.) 

With this man's imprisonment it would seem that the numerous arrests had 
fora time come to an end, probably because the greater number of coiners and clippers 
was already in gaol or because the rest had fled. As the time for the Assizes was 
approaching the Crown was busy preparing evidence. It was, however, not until 
Saturday, 31st March, at York that the trial came on of William Varley, of Warley, 
near Halifax, and Thomas Varley his son, for diminishing the Gold Coin, &c., when 
the father was found guilty and the son acquitted, being supposed to have acted by 
the directions of his father. James Oldfield, of Warley, was also found guilty of the 
same offence. So much of the last week was taken up with nisi prius cases, that no 
more of the Coiners than the three above mentioned where brought to the bar." 

A week after when the assizes closed "the following prisoners received sentence 
of death, viz, David Hartley, James Oldfield, and William Varley, for clipping and 
diminishing the Gold Coin. The Trials of the following persons are put off till the 
next Assizes, viz, John SutclifFe, John Pickles, Stephen Morton, John Barker ; 
Thomas Waid [Wade] , John Cockroft, Thomas Greenwood, Jonas Tillolson, John 
Bates, Thomas Westerman, Thomas Wilson, Thomas Stansfield, John Crossley, 
Abraham Crossley, John Spencer, Wm. Harpur, Daniel Greenwood, Paul Taylor, 
Ely Hill, John Hill, and Luke Dewhirst, all charged with clipping and diminishing 
the gold coin : and Thomas Broadbent, charged with rescuing John Sutcllffe. They 
are all admitted to bail." {Leeds Mercury, 3rd April, 1770). 

"Robert Thomas, charged with the Murder of Mr, Dighton, and Matthew 
Normanton, William Folds and James Broadbent, charged with being accessaries 
in the same, are to remain in gaol til! the next assizes. (Leeds Mercury, 10 Apr., 1770)." 

The cause of the postponement of the trial of the alleged murderers is made 
clear from a draft of an affidavit of Mr. Chamberlayne : 

"The King ag't James Broadbent, Robert Thomas, Mathew Normanton and 
William Folds for the Murder of Mr. Dighton : William Chamberlayne Sol'r to his 
Ma'ty's Mint, and also Sol'r to the Crown in this prosecution maketh oath and saith 
that he is not prepared to proceed to the Trial of the said Broadbent, Thomas, 
Normanton and Folds or any of them at the assizes now held at the Castle of York 
in and for the County of York, by reason the said Murder was secretly committed in 
the night time, as he this Dep't has been informed and bel [ieves] and great 
Difficulties have attended the coming at Evidence thereof but he has been this day 
informed and Ijel's that a further Discovery is likely to be soon made regarding the 
same which will prepare the Crown with more certain and clear evidence thereof 
ag't the next assizes to be held at the Castle of York." 

In this document several words and passages have been crossed out and as Mr. 
Leyland has gone very fully into this matter I will use his own words in calling 
attention to it. He says : " Where the Solicitor to the Crown says ' the said murder 
was secretly committed in the night time as he this deponent has been informed and 
believes ' then he continues, where the part is crossed out, ' and the only discovwy 
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thereof which hath hitherto come to this deponent's Knowledge, hath been made by 
the said Broadbent, who appears to have been a necessary accomplice therein, which 
discovery this deponent hath great reason to doubt the truth of.' He also says, in a 
part crossed out that information of a different nature will soon be given regarding 
the murder ' by a person now under confinement.' This was David Hartley, who 
shortly fixed the murder on Thomas and Normanton." 

David Hartley made his statement after his trial and condemnation, and no 
doubt when he made it, he thought it would be good to propitiate the authorities ; 
Otherwise why should he try to save the hfe of the man who had informed against 
him and so brought him to the gallows, and at the same time give up the very two 
men whom, as he must have known, his brother and friends had hired to commit the 
murder. His affidavit reads : " David Hartley now a Prisoner in York Castle says 
that he hath for many Weeks last made all the Enquiries and used every means in 
his power to find out who murder'd the late Wm, Dighton of Halifax and says that 
on Saturday last he sent off a messenger to try if he could come at any Information 
thereof which Messenger did not return before this Examants Trial came on, but 
being since returned this Examinant is now prepared to give a true account thereof, 
and says he has the greatest Reason to believe and does verily believe that James 
Broadbent who hath charged Robert Thomas, Mathew Normanton and Jas. 
William Folds with being concerned in the s'd murder, hath no knowledge thereof, 
neither has the said William Folds, but says he has been informed that the sd 
Robert Thomas and Mathew Normanton were both concerned in the said murder 
and that no other person was concern'd therein but says that the Information he has 
had regarding this matter has come from his brother Isaac Hartley who he believes 
can, from the Information he has lately rec'd give a more full and satisfactory 
account thereof. April 5 : 1770." 



A THREATENING LETTER. 

Whether the fate of the convicted coiners raised a spirit of vengeance in the 
minds of their friends or whether what is more probable other coiners fearing 
betrayal were determined to intimidate witnesses we know not for certain but there 
is at least one letter known to have been written partly out of vengeance and [>artly 
with a view to deter an individual from appearing as a witness. In the London 
Gazette for Tuesday April 24 to Saturday April 28, 1770, the following notice 
appeared: 

"Whereas it hath been humbly represented to the King, that on Monday 
morning, the i6th inst., a threatening letter was found on the inside of the window 
shutters of the shop of Joshua StanclifFe, of Halifax, in the county of York, 
watchmaker, whereof the following is a copy : — 

" Halifax, April 12, 1770, 
* Joshua, 

An affair happened on friday night last which is of the utmost consequence 
to you. Pray God grant that you may take this friendly warning ; otherwise you 
will be an undone man. It's a matter of no less moment than the preservation of 
your life. To speak plain with you, there is an agreement entered upon by very 
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near a dozen to take your life, if David Hartley suffers. I durst not say anything 
against it, as they avowed that whoever dissented in that company should undergo 

you may guess what. They are all sworn upon the Bihle to stand true ; besides, 

they affirm that you deserve shooting for some other things which little becomes one 
in your profession. 

I am shocked at the Thoughts of this affair, and was resolved to take this secret 
method to warn you of your eminent danger. I could not with safety do it any 
other way, as I would certainly have been discovered and my life danger as well as 
yours, for it's resolved and sworn as above to stand true to one another, etc. ; and, 
if you cannot be catched out of doors at nights, it's resolved upon to take a shorter 
method. My hand trembles while I write. Wishing that God my give you grace 
to take warning, and in time of this desperate affair, so f am 

Yours Unknown. 

[Superscribed] to Mr. Joshua StanclifTe, Watch Maker, Halifax.' 

His Majesty, for the better discovery and bringing to justice, etc., will grant a 
Pardon to any one of them {except the person who actually wrote the letter) who 
shall discover, etc.''' 

Weymouth." 

Joshua Stancliffe was a principal witness against David Hartley and was expected 
also to give evidence against the supposed murderers of Mr. Deighton. 

DAVID HARTLEY. 

On Saturday, 28th April, " about half-past two in the afternoon, David Hartley, 
commonly called King David, and James Oldfield, under sentence of Death for 
coining and diminishing Gold Coin, were executed at Tyburn, near York. At the 
fatal tree they behaved everyway suitable to their unhappy circumstances, though 
we do not hear that they said anything by way of confession. The report of their 
having had a reprieve was not true, the judge having left a discretionary power with 
the High Sheriff to put off the Execution [Leeds Mercury, i May, 1770)." David 
Hartley's body was brought home and buried in Heptonstall church-yard where his 
tombstone may still be seen near the porch of the ruins of the old Church of 
St. Thomas a Beckett. It merely in so far as he was concerned, hears the 
inscription "D. H., 1770," while underneath are other initials and names of 
members of his family. In the registers there is the following entry " 1770 May i, 
David Heartley, di Bell house in Villa Erringdininsis suspensus in collo propi Eboracum ob 
Niimmos publico! illicite cudtndos et accidendos." which translated reads: David Hartley 
of Bell House in the township of Erringden, hung by the neck near York for 
unlawfully stamping and chpping public coin. Heptonstall Churchyard was the 
usual burial place for the inhabitants of Heptonstall, Wadsworth, Stansfield, 
Erringden and L.angfieid townships which comprise Heptonstall chapelry. Hepton- 
stall itself being at one time coupled with Halifax in importance. 

In the meanwhile Varley had his sentence respited till His Majesty's pleasure 
was known, and all the others mentioned alxtve as having received sentence of death 
were reprieved {Leeds Mercury, 17th April, 1770). 

* This notice was talely brought berore the Halirax Public by Mr. John Lister, of ShitKlea Hall, 
who discovered it while searching the files of the London Gaxittt at the British Masenin. 
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ABSCONDERS. 

At these, the Spring Assizes, all the coiners who had been sought for for 
prosecution did not appear for the very good reason that they had fled from fear of 
Justice. Hence we have the two following documents. 

"Yorkshire Assizes, August 4, 1770. The King ag't John SutclifFe, Thomas 
Clayton, John Ibbetson, Joseph Gelder, Joshua Lister, Benja'n Sutcliffe, 
William Clayton, James Green and Joseph Hanson. These nine Defendants were 
fled before the last Assizes, when they were severally indicted for diminishing 
Guineas, with an Intent to outlaw them, but it is now sayd that they or many of 
them will appear and surrender at these Assizes, but as they have given no Notice 
of their Intentions so to do, you'll please to move that such of them as appear may be 
kept in Gaol, or admitted to Bail till the next Assizes, as the Solicitor for the Crown 
cannot be supposed to be ready to try them. And that the process ag't such of 
them as do not appear may be return 'd and filed in order to their Outlawry." To 
this Mr. Parker has added the remark " Mr. Chamberiayne has sent CtTliorarh for the 
removal of those Indictm'ts," 

The other documents read: "By virtue of his Majesty's several Writs of 
Proclamation and Exigeat against John Ibbetson of Halifax in the County of York, 
Dealer in Wool ; Thomas Clayton late of Halifax in the same County, Stuffmaker ; 
Joseph Gelder late of Halifax aforesaid, Stuifweaver; Joseph Hanson late of Halifax 
aforesaid. Innkeeper ; Joshua Lister late of Halifax aforesaid, Innkeeper ; James 
Green late of Halifax aforesaid, Healdstriker ; Benjamin Sutcliffe late of Halifax 
aforesaid, Stuffmaker and William Clayton late of Halifax aforesaid. Weaver. 

To the Sheriff of Yorkshire severally directed I do hereby make public 
proclamation for the said John ibbetson, Thomas Clayton, Joseph Gelder, Joseph 
Hanson, Joshua Lister, James Green, Benjamin SutclifFe and William Clayton, 
severally to yield themselves to the said Sheriff, so thar he may have their several 
Bodies before his said Majesty, wheresoever he shall be in England, on the octave 
of the Purification of the blessed Virgin Mary to answer his said Majesty for High 
Treason, whereof they the said John Ibbetson, Thomas Clayton, Joseph Gelder, 
Joseph Hanson, Joshua Lister, James Green, Benjamin Sutcliffe and William . 
Clayton are severfilly indicted." [not signed nor sealed] . 



DAVID GREENWOOD. 

At the Autumn Assizes, 4th Aug., 1770, Thomas and Normanton were brought 
up for trial. But before we go into the particulars of the charge against them it will be 
interesting to read Counsel's Brief for the Prosecution in the Trial the King against 
David Greenwood for Coining, &c., as it throws a great deal of light on the character 
of the leading coiners who may be said to have been at the bottom of all the mischief. 
It is endorsed "Yorkshire Assizes Aug. 4: 1770. The King ag't D'd Greenwood for 
High Treason Brief for the Prosecution F. W. Norton Please to advise hereon 
Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. Wallace, Mr. Hotham and Mr. Norton. Chamberiayne 
Solicitor to his Majesty's Mint. Parker at the Elephant in Skeldergate [York.]" 
Id the Brief the charge is for High Treason and Misprision of Treason 
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"The Defendant, was on the 11th of June last, charged before Mr. Horton, a 
M^istrate in the Neighbourhood of Halifax with the following offences, viz : ist 
with High Treason in diminishing Guineas by clipping and fihng ; ad. with High 
Treason in making counterfeit ShiUings ; 3d, with having a Dye in his Custody for 
that purpose ; Also 4th with misprision of Treason in coining 36s pieces ; 5th with the 
like offence in coining 27s pieces, and 6 with having in his Possession Clippings and 
Filings of the current Gold coin of this Kingdom. The informations ag't him state 
the following facts. 

William Hartley of Erringden says That he hath at sundry times within six 
years before October last, frequently, once a Fortnight, and sometimes once a Week, 
seen the s'd David Greenwood and Dd. Hartley, Deceased (commonly called King 
David) for Lucre and Gain, diminish many Guineas by clipping and filing and hath 
seen them make the Clippings and Filings into counterfeit pieces resembling 36s and 
27s pieces ; and that money was provided by the s'd David Greenwood to be 
diminish'd, sometimes ^100 at a time, as he believes, and different sums at other 
times. Also that on or about the loth of Oct'r. last, he saw the s'd Greenwood and 
David Hartley make counterfeit pieces of Silver Coin in Imitation of Shillings, and 
saw Greenwood have in his Possession a Dye or Mould used for that purpose. 

" Isaac Hartley of Sowerby says That in or about July last (1769) he went along 
with the said David Hartley to the House of the sd David Greenwood at Hilltop in 
Erringden who then requested the sd David Hartley to go up Stairs with Him, and 
accordingly the sd Dd. Greenwood and David Hartley went into a Chamber of the 
sd David Greenwood's House when the Informant went along with them, and there 
then was a Quantity of Gold, chiefly Guineas and half Guineas, on the Window 
Bottom or on a Board in the Window Bottom of the sd Chamber and that sev'l 
Clippings and Filings of Gold Coin lay on the same Window Bottom or Board near 
the said Guineas and half Guineas, which appear'd to have been clipp'd and filed 
therefrom, and that there also lay near the said Gold Coin a pair of Scissars and a 
Pile and part of an other file which the Informant understood had been used in 
diminishing the said Gold; and that the said David Greenwood then intimated to 
the sd Dd. Hartley that he was going to some Place or other in Order to pay the sd 
Gold, and he being late and part of the Gold not being diminish'd, and the other 
part which was diminish'd not being edged or finished so as to be payable, the sd 
David Greenwood requested the sd David Hartley to finish the same, whilst the said 
David Greenwood got ready, and when done, the sd Dd. Greenwood took up the sd 
Gold in Order to pay the same as the Informant apprehended, and says the Clippings 
and Filings were taken up by the sd Dd, Greenwood and Dd. Hartley or one of them. 

"These Informations were only brought to the Solicitor for the Prosecution in 
the Country, the day next before the Assizes, so that there has been [no] time to lay 
them before the Solicitor of his Majesty's Mint, in order that the Attorney General's 
Directions may be taken thereon ; you will therefore be pleased to give such 
Directions as indicting the Deft and continuing him in Custody, or admitting bim to 
Bail, as you think best ; and to settle the Indictm'ts if you advise that any sho'd be 
preferr'd, upon the Evidence of these two Hartley's, one of whom is the Father and 
the other the Brother of the sd David Hartley. 

N.B. You'll observe that the Deft is the same person who is or is intended to 
be indicted at these Assizes for a Fraud, in obtaining /ao from the Widow of the 
late David Hartley under a pretence that he had paid that sum to Mr. Parker the 
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County Solicitor for the Crown ag't Him, at the last Assizes, as a Bribe to get him 
acquitted ; from which one may reasonably suppose he is a very bad man, and indeed 
it is very probable that what these two Hartleys have sworn ag't him is true. Yet it 
is equally true that the two Hartleys are no better, and that they have had some 
concern in the Murder of Mr. Dighton the Supervisor, unless the sd Dd Greenwood 
be the most wicked Wretch upon Earth for he has, at various times, given 
Information of what he knew, or pretended to know of the s'd Isaac Hartley's being 
concern'd therein, and at the last Assizes, after David Hartley was convicted, the 
sd Isaac himself confirm'd the Accounts which the said Greenwood had before 
given, in Hopes that his Declarations wou'd have obtained a pardon for the s'd 
David Hartley his Brother, but since His Execution the sd Isaac Hartley and 
Greenwood have quarrel'd. Greenwood on one Hand threatening that he wo'd hang 
the sd Isaac, and his father the sd Wm. Hartley, for being concerned in the 
Murder, and they on the other Hand, threatening to hang Greenwood for coining — 
which Quarrell, it is supposed produced the Informations before stated." 



BRIEF FOR THE 
PROSECUTION OF THOMAS, NORMANTON AND FOLDS. 

" Yorkshire Assizes, Augt. 4th : 1770. 

The King \ 

Robt. Thomas, Matthew Normanton, [ ^"^ Murder, 
and Wm. Folds j 

[Brief] For the Prosecution [Mr. Wedderburn, Counsel Mr. Wallace, Mr. 
Hotham, Mr. Norton, Chamberlayne Sol'r to his Majesty's Mint.] 

Indictment. The Prisoners stand indicted for that they on the ninth Day of 

— — November last at Halifax in this County murder'd Mr. Dighton by shooting him. 

Plea. To which Indictment they have pleaded not Guilty. 

Case. The Deceased Wm. Dighton was a Supervisor in the Excise and resided 

at a place called Bull Close within the Township, but about a Quarter of a Mile 

West of the Town of Halifax, 

The Prisoners before they were sent to Gaol upon a charge agt. them for com- 
mittg. this Murder were loose, idle, disorderly persons, and resided at different Places 
within ye Parish and also west of Hx., Thomas at a place called Wadsworth Banks 
about 3 miles from Hx. — ^Normanton at a place called Stannery End in Sowerby 
about the like Distance, and Folds at a place called Calais in Erringden, about 7 
miles from Hx., all which places are in the Neighbourhood of Bell House in Erring- 
den, the place of Residence of David Hartley, usuaUy called King David, who was 
convicted at ye last Assizes and executed for Coining which is mentioned here as it is 
generally believed that he, his father and Brothers, or some of them, hired ye 
Prisoners to commit the Murder. 

In the Years 1767, 68, and 69 the Gold Coin circulated in and about Halifax, 
was greatly diminished, and numbers of Counterfeit Moidores and or, pieces were 
constantly passed in paymt., and ye Practice of diminishing was become so common 
that large undiminished Guineas were frequently openly sold for sss. apiece, and ye 
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purchasers, after having diminished them coined ye clippings into pieces resembling 
moidores and other Portugal Coin.- -It was also hecome common to strike ye Quarter 
Guineas into Quarter Moidores, ye 9 Shillings pieces into Half Guineas, and ye Half 
Guineas into Half Moidores, and they were circulated throughout the neighhourhood, 
but were not payable elsewhere any more than ye diminished Coin and Counterfeit 
Pieces which occasioned loud complaints from ye Merchts. who were put to ye 
greatest Inconvenience, and were under ye Necessity of applying to Government. 
The Inconvce. was also felt by the Collector of Excise and Receiver of ye Land 
Tax, and as ye Deceased assisted in receiving ye Excise, he also shared ye Incon- 
venience, which put him upon representing ye Matter to ye Solicitor of his Majesty's 
Mint, who assured him that he wod. at all times be ready to use his Endeavours to 
put a Stop to these iniquitoous Practices. 

The Deceased in Consequence of these Assurances became active in detecting 
ye Diminishers and Coiners, and hired James Broadbent, who also lived in ye 
Neighbourhood of David Hartley, and had been intimate with ye Coiners, to be his, 
ye Deceased's Servt. to find out persons who cd. inform against others for Coining 
or diminishg. Money, And in Augt. or September, 1769, sevl. were committed to 
York Castle for these Offences. 

David Hartley,* being one of ye most Notorious Offenders, ye Deceased wished 
much to have him apprehended and committed, and often told bis Servt. Broadbent, 
who had long been intimate with Hartley as well as others that he was sure he cod. 
inform against him if he pleased, whereupon Broadbent told ye Deceased he coud. 
inform £^ainst him and that he woud. meet him (the Deced.) at Bradford, on ye 
Thursday following to lodge such Information, 

Broadbent came to Bradford accdgly, on ye Thursday followg., and there lodged 
an Information before Mr. Justice Leedes — purportg. that he (Broadbent) had in ye 
Morning of that very Day, seen ye sd. Hartley and one James Jagger diminish 
Guineas. — Whereupon Warrants issued and they were apprehended on Saturday 
following, the i4tb of Octr. last, and on ye Monday followg. were committed to 
York Castle. 

The Deceased sent his Servt. (ye sd. Broadbent) to ye Justice with them, when 
their mittimusses were made out, and he with others conducted them to York Castle 
where he left them, but before they parted they made him a present of some Mo. : 
and on his return Home Hartley's Brors. and Friends got about him, and he then 
through their persuasions declared that what he had sworn against Hartley and 
Jagger was totally false, and that he had been induced by promises from the Deced. 
to lodge the Information against them. 

This drew the Resentment of Hartley and Jagger's Friends and also of ye 
whole Gang of Coiners upon ye Deceased, and they soon afterwards prevailed with 
Broadbent to go before ye same Magistrate (Mr. Leedes) to acknowledge that he was 
perjured in such Information, hoping thereby to get Hartley and Jagger let out upon 
Bail, but ye Magistrate refused to do anything, till ye Deceased came before him 
along with them, which put them upon getting Broadbent to write to the Deced., 
and fixing a time for ye Deced. to meet him before the Magistrate ; but ye Deceased 
paid no regard to his Letter declarg. he shod, not meddle in the matter, for that if 
Broadbent had perjured himself he had done it voluntarily and without any Solicita- 

* According to Leyland's Dot«s David Hartley was arrested at tbe Old Cock Inn, Halifax. 
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tion from him, and that as he had found liim to be a bad man he woud. have 
nothing further to do with him. 

Hartley's Friends, when they saw they coud. not get him set at Liberty, they 
therefore resolved upon the Murder, and hired Thomas and Normanton {as it is 
supposd.) to perpetrate it, but they were not hardy enough to undertake it alone, and 
therefore privately engaged Broadbent and Folds, or somebody who personated and 
went by ye Name of Folds {as it is supposd.) to assist them therein, 

A proper Opportunity was then only wanted, and on Thursday, ye 9th of Novr. 
last, it fully offered itself, for on that Day ye Deced, went with two of his Acquaint- 
ance (John Watson and James Lord) who had some Disputes between them, and had 
taken out a Warrant or Sums. agt. each or. to Mr. Wickhams at Cottingley about 
!0 miles from Hx., to endeavour to settle the Differences before Mr, Wickham, 
the Magistrate who issued ye Wart, and Sums., but not being able to adjust matters 
there they came back to Hx., in ye Eveng,, where, after stayg. till 10 o'CIock they 
came to an Agreement, and sent to Mr. Sayer, an Atty. in Hx., to reduce it to Writ- 
ing, which he did, and the Business was finished at about 12 in ye Night, when the 
Deceased and Mr. Sayer* came t(^r. from ye Public House to a place called ye 
Bull Green, in Hx., where they parted, Mr. Sayer going to his own House, and the 
Deceased going out of Town towards Bull Close where he resided. 

The Evening was exceedingly calm, frosty and moonlight, tho' it became dark, 
for ye moon set very soon afterwards, and, as ye Deceased was walking towards his 
own house, within about one hundred yards of it, by ye corner of a Close where two 
Lanes meet, ye Murderers lay concealed behind a Gate opening into the Close, and 
as soon as ye Deced. had passed it about 4 or 5 yards they shot him dead upon the 
Spot. One Slugg had entered his Head behind ye left Ear and lodged near his left 
Eye, anor, liad grazed upon ye right Side of his Head, and a third bad gone thro' his 
Hat, but ye Villains fearmg that he was not quite dead, had jumped upon him with their 
Feet and trampled upon his Face, Breast and various parts of his Body, and were 
audacious enough to rifle his Pockets, and not only to take his money but everything 
else they could meet with. 

His Wife was sitting up for him and heard ye pieces discharged wherewith he 
was shot, and fearing ye consequences sent out a servant towards Hx., who called 
upon a servant of Mr. Whiteheadst their next Neighbour, and soon found him dead 

* "Thomas Sayer. Solicitor, of Halifax, in the County of York, Gentleman, being sworn— says 
' That between nine and ten o'clock last night he was sent for lo the house of Mr. John Thompson, 
Innkeeper, in HalitaJi, whither he went and found Mr. Wm. Dighton, deced. and one John 
Wallon and James Lord in company together. Thai nn Quarrell happen'il while he was there or 
any cooversatiOD lending thereto, except what passed between Walton and Lord about an agreement 
for Ihe Purchase of some Hay. and quitting the Possession of a close and a Barn jointly occnpied by 
the said John Walton and James Lord, and that about Twelve o'clock the same ni|;ht he this Eiamt. 
and Mr. Dighton lefl ihe said John Thompson to go Home, and that they went together as far a Place 
called Cow Green, in Halifax, where they parted after wishing each other a Good Night — J. Sayer,' 

Taken at Halifax, the loth Day of November, in the year of our Lord. 1769. Before me 
T. Hyde : Coroner." {The Inn in question is said to have been The Coopers Arms, in Swiae 
Market-] 

t "Joseph Gtedhill of Bull Close in Halifax in the County of York, Cloth Dresser, being sworn, 

' That he lives near the House of Mr. Wm. Dighton, deed., and that about Half an Hour after 
Twelve o'clock in the night whereof Mr. Dighton was Murdered, Miss Dightoa and Mary Broad- 
bent, their Servant, came and called this Deponent out of Bed, and desired he won'd go with them 
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in ye Lane, laid upon his Back as ye Murderers had left him, with his great Coat 
and Boots on. He was carried home to his disconsolate Wife and Children, and ye 
next Day ye Coroner's Inquest Sat, but as ye Murderers had got clear off (being 
favoured by ye Darkness of ye Night which came on soon afterwards) no proof 
could be had against them ; ye Inquest was therefore adjourned from Day to Day in 
order that all Persons suspected might be brought and Examined before them, there 
being no Magistrate at that Time within 8 or ro miles of Halifax. 

Broadbent, his late Servant, havg. acted ye extraordinary part before mentioned 
was soon suspected of being concerned in ye Murder, and was therefore apprehended 
ye day following and examd. before ye Coroner, but denied havg. an. Concern in or 
Knowledge of ye Murder. 

The Gentlemen in ye Neigbourhood being greatly alarmed at what bad 
happened woud. not release Broadbent, but kept him in Custody till his Majesty's 
Proclamation of a Pardon and ;^ioo to any Accomplice (Except ye Person who 
actually shot ye Deceased), who would discover his accomplices had been inserted in 
ye Gazette and printed off in hand Bills at Hx., with an Offer of ^loo more to be 
paid by ye Constables of Hx. on his being informed of such proclamation and offer, 
he gave Information agt, ye 3 prisoners to ye purport stated in ye following Proofs, 
since which ye Circumstances also stated in ye Proofs have appeared in Corroboration 
of his Testimony agt. Thomas and Normanton which it is hoped will be sufficient to 
convict them, but as to Folds there is reason to believe he was personated by some- 
body for no Circumstances appear to confirm Broadbent's Testimony against him. — 
And, on the other hand, there are Grounds to believe he was not at or near Hx, at 
ye Time ye Murder was committed. 



PROOFS (IN THE BRIEF). 

The said James Broadbent saysj " That on the Wednesday next but one after 
Hartley and Jagger had been committed to York Castle ye sd. Thomas Normanton 
and Folds came to him at Mytholm Koyd Bridge (near Hartley's place of abode), 
about 5 in ye evening and that Thomas desired him to join them in murdering 

towards Halifax to seek Mr. Dighton, That this Examin't, got up immediately, and as they went by 
Mr. Digtaton's House Mary Broadbent went into Mr. Dighton's for a Lanlhom, that then they went 
on tc^ether towards Halifax, and Miss Dighton told this Exam't. that She had heard a gun go off 
about a Quar'r. of an Hour tiefore. That when Ihey came under Mr. Whitehead's Garden Gale he 
this Eiam'l. saw something laid in the Road about Twenty yards before them, and thereupon Miss 
Dighton and the said Mary Broadbent stopped and this Deponent went forward and when he came 
to the place he found it was Mr. Dighton who was laid upon the ground, upon his Back, seemingly 
quite Dead, That he had bled a good deal from a Wound under his left Ear and was then Bleeding. 
That then his Exam't. went and called up some Neighbours to assist Him in carrying Him (Mr. 
Dighton) Home. That when they had got Him to his own House they perceived the Mark of a 
Man's Shoe upon his Close Coat over his Breast, and another Wound on the left side of his Head 
like a Stroke given by the Butt End of a Musketl and a Ball seems to have gone thro' the Edge of 
his Hat, And this Exam't. says he Ijelieves it might be about a Quar'r, of an Hour after Miss 
Dighton heard the Report of a Gun when he first discovered Mr, Dighton laid in the Road, and he 
thinks he cou'd not have been ShotI above that space of time as he then was very warm,— Joseph 
Gledhill,' Taken at Halifax, the loth Day of Nov'r,, 1769. Before me Thomas Hyde. Coroner.'' 



t This is Broadbent's Sbcond Statement. 
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the Deceased, threatening Destruction to him and his Family if he refused ; and 
Normanton and Folds then told him if he wd, join he shd. never want money. 
That Thomas had at that Time a brass Blunderbuss under his Coat with ye But 
end under his right arm. That he agreed to join them, and they then said as he 
this Witness knew ye Deceased's Walk's and his Ways, having been employed hy 
him, be might go to his house and know when he would be from Home, but this 
Examt. urging ye Want of Time to watch him, Thomas sayd. he would do it 
himself, call of this Witness at a proper Opportunity, and if he refused to go with 
them they wod. blow his Brains out. That Thomas told him his reason for 
wanting to Murder ye Deced. was because his Bror. in Law (one Thos, Clayton) 
who was then charged with diminishing Mo, woud. be thereby cleared, and so wod. 
ye Country for that, if ye Deced. was out of ye Way, nobody else wod, meddle 
with them. — They also insisted he shod, alter his mind as to what he had 
sworn against Hartley and Jagger — and Thomas told him that ye Blunderbuss 
was loaded with four Sluggs— That ye did not see any of them again till ye Night 
ye Murder was committed, but in that Evening, being in Bed and asleep (having 
laid in Bed all Day being weary with coming from York in ye preceding Night) 
Thomas came to Martha Eagland's'- House at Hall Gate in Soweby where this 
witness lodged and threw a Stone upon ye Slate of ye House {a Signal before agreed 
upon) which this Exam't. hearing got up, stole out of the House with part of his 
Cloaths on, and his Shoes in his Hand, and went to Thomas who was crouchg. 
under the Wall waitg. for this Witness within to yards of the Door, — That neither 
Martha Eagland nor any of her Family was then in ye House being gone into ye 
next Neighbour's house and ye said Thomas then told him he had ye Blunderbuss 
by his Side as before, and asked this Exam't. to feel if it did not lay snug, and, after 
feeling he said he thot. it did. He then said it was loaded as before with four slugs, 
and that Normanton and Folds were waiting for them. He went with Thomas 
and came to Normanton and Folds. — ^That Normanton as well as Thomas was on 
Foot, but Folds rode upon a Galloway with a short Tail which it held almost 
straight out, and was almost as Black as a dark Bay. That Normanton and 
Folds both said they had waited long, and that they all came sharply towards 
Hx. This Witness and Folds came all along ye Turnpike Road, and Folds 
was sometimes before and sometimes behind, but that Thomas and Normanton 
went several times out of ye Road, on hearg, any Thing move towards them. 
That he does not know what Time of ye Night it then was, but thinks it was 
not ten o'clock. That Thomas and Normanton both said they knew ye Deceased 
had been from Home that day, and that he was out that Night, so that if they 
made haste they woud. have an Opportunity of doing it, and that it must be then 
or never. That from what they said, he understood they knew where ye Deced, had 
been and what about, and that he wod. not be at Home till in ye Night — and they 
told him they had got their Information in Halifax immediately before Thomas 

• ■' Barbara Ihe wife of Thomas Broadbenl of Wadsworth near Mytholmroyd Bridge, Innkeeper 
being sworn says : — 'That she knows James Broadbent now in Custody and says she saw him 00 
Thursday momiDg last (hat he complained of being weary with travelling and said he wou'd go to 
Martha E^land's, and go to Bed That he went away and She never saw him from that time till 
Saturday Morning last. Tliat She was at Home all the Day on Friday but never saw said Broadbent 
at all on any part of that Day Eo the best of her knowledge and belief. ber 

Barliaia X Broadbetit.' 
Taken at Hali&x the ijtb Day of November 1769 Before me Thoa. Hyde Coroner." Mark 
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called upon him. That Thomas then seemed warm with travelling, but Nor- 
manton complained of being cold with waiting after havg. been before heated with 
walkg. fast, and this witness coud, observe him shiver with Cold, and they seemed in 
a great Hurry to get to Hx, for fear of being too late. That on their coming 
to a Place called Goldsmith Grave*, about a Qr. of a Mile of the Deceased's 
House, they stopped, and there being a cross road leading from ye Turnpike Road 
by the Deceased's House, Thomas Normanton told this witness he must waite there 
and take Notice that if any Body came down the Cross Lane he must whistle 
upon his Fingers so as to give them Notice. That when they had fixed him 
there in the corner of a Close adjoining to the Lane, they left him and went 
over the Closes towards the Place where the Murder was Committed, Folds 
being gone on Horseback a little before towards Hx. That when this witness 
had waited about an Hour and an \, he heard the Blunderbuss go off at a 
little Distance from him, and in about three minutes afterwards he heard 
Thomas wistle, and soon afterwds. Thomas came up to him and said, 
'Dam Yonder Devil Dighton, I have done for him, I have blown his Brains 
out, and hit him a good knock with my Foot over the Head when I had done,' 
That Normanton aftwds. came running up and said, ' Now we have done it, 
we can Swap or Coin or do as we please for no Body dare look after us or 
take it in Hand any more.' That when Folds came up he rode fast and was 
laughg. That Thomas asked him if he had found his Galloway where he had 
left it, and he said he had and that he had ^tened the Bridle in the Walt, 
and it might have stood long enough for being found; but if it had been 
found he wd. not have owned it, for that he did not mind the price of the 
Galloway when compared with ye Night's Work. He then said, ' We shall 
be quiet now, I'll not be long before 1 be in Bed and asleep,' and then rode 
off, but Thomas called him to stop, and he did so, and then gave Thomas and 
Normanton an Invitation to his House the next Morning. That Thomas, on 
his coming up after the Blunderbuss had been fired held it loose under his 
arm but under his Coat, said, ' he was glad the thing was got over for the 
sake of his Wife Brother's Wife and her children ' (meaning the wife and 
children of one Thos. Clayton then fled for Coining), ' they'll now be quiet, 
for no Indictm't. will be found agt. him.' That they afterwards stopped 
near King Cross opposite to a Great House, and Normanton tied the 
Blunderbuss under Thomas's Arm as before, and Thos. said it had gone well 
off, and that he thought it wd. have gone off if he had spitted upon it. That 
they did not follow the Turnpike Road Home, but went through Sowerby by 
the Top of a Place called Hathershelf Scout! where Normanton left them to 
go home; but Thomas went with Witness to Martha Eagland's House, and 
in their way cautioned him never to tell, adding that if ever he did he would 
certainly be hanged. And on this Witness expressing his fear that he cou'd, 
not get to Bed again without being heard, he said, ' I can tell thee how to get 
to Bed so a Cat cannot hear tbee.' And told him to doff his Coat so that it 

* At the juDClion of Parkinson Lane with King Cross Lane, where in tbe XVIth Centuiy 
Richard Commons, an Irish Goidsmith. was buried. He bad hanged himself afler setting fire to his 
hoQse, (afterwards the Angel Inn, Com Market, Halifax, 



t A precipilous height a little to tbe west of Hall Bank. 
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might not make a noise upon the Stairs, aad also his shoes, that he must not 
set both Feet upon one Board of the Floor at the sam Time, and must set 
down lightly. That the Door was not locked or bolted, but was only 
bstened by the Sneck Band- being pulled in, so that Thomas opened it with a 
knife ; and by observing his Directions this witness got to Bed without being 
beard, as he believes and thinks he was in Bed again by 2 or 3 o'clock. 

This witness, long after his Commitmt. to Gaol as an Accomplice in the Murder ; 
and on the i8th Feb. last, having sent for the Country Solicitor for the Crown in 
this Prosecution, in order to make a further discovery, made an addition to the 
following effect to his former Examination,! viz : — 

That be saw Thomas and Norman ton both shoot at the same Time 
at the Deced. and that they both jumped over the wall to him immediately 
aftwds. and trampled upon him, and abused him very much, and that Nor- 
manton had a short Gun (the Muzzle-eud thereof had been before cut off) 
which be shot with, and that Folds had provided ye Powder and ye Lead for 
the Slugs (such as is used in weaving Drawboys) and that Folds and this 
Witness were near togr. when the deceased was shot by Thos. Normanton or 
one of them, and that they disputed aftwds. who had done the Jobb, Norman- 
ton insisting that Thomas had missed him. That this Witness saw them each 
kneel upon one knee at the Gate through which they shot when they 6red 
their pieces, Thomas on the lower side and Normanton on the upper at 
Thomas's right hand. That Folds went forwards from King Cross to Halifax 
previous to the Murder to know whether the Deced. was still in Hx., and on 
bis retumg. and meetg. with this Witness and Thomas Normanton he en- 
quired whether they were come in time or not, and Folds said : ' Yes, by God 
we are all right.' — And that in about an Hour and an } aftwds. ye deceased 
came and was shot as before mentd. That this Witness has since his confine- 
ment been sev). times applied to by Henry Horsfall, Fold's Neighbour, to 
take Money to clear Folds, but always refused it.J 

' Sneck Band : The lUch on the doors of these old houses was completely on the inside, and in 
order to raise tbem from the outside a string was tied to the latch and passed through a small hole 
alxive in the door with a knot at the end outside to prevent the string slipping back ; those who 
knew pulled the knot and so raised tbe latch. 

t This shonld be Examlnaiiom as what is now given is the Third Statement made by him. 

I In fall, Broadbent's Third Statement reads as follows :—■' At the Castle of York the iS: of 
February, 1770 : James Broadbent who has been before examined touching the murder of the late Mr. 
Digblon of Halifox. in the evening of the ninth day of November last, having now heard his Examina- 
tic»i of the twentieth day of the sajiie Novemtier read, says that the same is in ever; respect tru« : and 
farther layi that the L«ne End where he was placed when the murder was committed was nearer 
Halifax than the place of the murder but within sight of it, and that he saw Rat>ert Thomas aod 
Normanton in his former examination ment'd., both shoot at the same time at the said Dighton and 
tliat they iMth jump'd over the wall to him immediately afterwards and punched and abused him 
very much which this Exam't. did not only hear but see, the night being very light, and says that the 
said Normanton had a short gun (the muzzle part whereof had t>een before cut off) which he shot 
with, and tlial Folds in his said former Examination also mentioned, found and provided the pow- 
der with which the said Dighton was shot, and had bought it at Todmorden, as he told the said 
Robert Thomas in the Hearing of this Dep't., and that be bad also provided the Lead for llie 
Sluggs with which (he Blunderbuss was loaded, being such as was used in Drawboy weaving, and 
•ays that Folds and him this Exam't. were near together when the s.iid Dighton was shot by the 
■aid Rotiert Thomai and Nonnaoton or one of them, but that they had some Disput with each 

1 
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Mr. Thomas Sayer Proves that the Deced. had been abroad the Day in the 
Evening whereof he was murdered, and that he stayed at John Thompson's, a 
public house in Hx., where this Witness was with him preparing the Agreement 
before mentioned, till near 12 o'clock, that he then went towards home in perfect 
Health. 

Mr. Thos. HvDE^The Coroner — proves that the Deced. was shot behind 
the left ear, and that from the Marks of Gunpowder upon the Gate thro' which 
the piece or pieces had been fired- ye person or persons who fired them must 
have kneeled as Broadbent says they did, or been in some very low posture 
when they fired. 

Mr. JoNAN. Oldfield — A Surgeon — extracted the Slug which will be 
produced, and appears to have been cut from such a piece of lead as is used 
in weaving Drawboys — as Broadbent mentions — and also proves that the Slug 
was the occasion of ye Deced's. Death. 

JOSEPH Gledhill I were next Neighbours to the Deced.— and prove 

Wm. Breabley J their finding him dead at the Time and Place before 
mentd., and that he appeared to have been shot in manner before set forth— 
also that one of the persons who had been treading and trampling about the 
place where he laid, had a pair of Shoes on with large rose headed Nails in 
the Heels, and that they cou'd easily trace him from the field through the 
Gate whereof he was shot back again from the Body of the Deceased up the 
Lane and over the wall into the Field again. 

Joshua Jones — The Sheriff's Officer, who apprehended Thomas — proves 
that on taking him and searching his house, a pair of Shoes were found with 
rose-headed Nails in the Heels, and delivered to the last Witness, Brearley. 

N. /Thomas was not apprehended till the Sunday Sennt. after the Murder, before 
it was light in the Morning ; and ye Shoes before mentioned were then found in ye 
Room with him. He trembled much on being taken, but what is remarkable, he 
never once enquired why or wherefore he was taken. On his being apprehended he 
was about to put on a pair of New Shoes, whereupon the last Witness asked him 
where the Shoes were which he had on when be murdered Dighton ; and he then said 

other afterwards wbich of them had done the Jobb, the s'd. NarmaotoD insiatiiig that the s'd. Robert 
Tbomas had missed Him, That this Eiam'l. saw them each Kneel upon one Knee at the Gate 
throngh which they shot, when they fired their pieces, Robert Thomas on the low Side and Norman- 
ton on the upper, being on the s'd. Robert's right Hand. That Folds went forward from King Cross 
to Halifax previous to the Murder, as in this Examinants former Exam'n. is mention'd., to know 
whether Mr. Dighton was still in Halifax, and on his returning and meeting with this Eiam't. and 
s'd Rob. and Normanton, they enquired whether they were come in time or not, and s'd. Folds sayd : 
'Yes by God we are all right ' and in about an hour and an half afterwards Mr. Dighton came 
and was shot as before ment'd. — That be never knew where Folds got his information in Halifax, 
that Mr. Dighton was still there, bnt says he bas always suspected that he got it at Jos. Shaw's a 
public House there That he this Exam't. has been applyed to several times since bis confinement 
by Henry Horsfall. who lives near Calais where Folds resided, to take Money to clear Folds at the 
assizes, and that the said Horsfall assured Him this Exam'l. he wou'd take care to clear Him also, 
atld that he shou'd have the money when he pleased and enough of it if he would but swear in such 
manner that Folds might be acquitted. That he refused to accept such money and took nothing but 

aG the said Horsfall. 

His 
Witness Rt. Parker. 
Joshua Jones. 



yGoogle 



Proofs (in tiu Brief). 51 

" My old shoes are there," pointing to the Shoes with rose-headed nails. 

Grace Lister — {the wife of Joshua Lister, an Innkeeper in Hx., who 
had fled for Coining) in Confirmon, of Broadbent's Testimony as to Thomas 
and Normanton having told him they had been at Hx. that Day, where they 
had heard that the Deceased was abroad, and wd. not return till Evening and 
that they had only just got back from Hx. at ye Time Thomas called upon 
him to go with them to commit the Murder, proves that about 4 in the 
afternoon of the Day, in the Evening whereof the Deceased was murdered, 
Normanton came to her Husband's House, and had some Ale, Victuals, and 
stayed 2 Hours. *= 

Maktha Shaw — (the Wife of Joshua Shaw, also an Innkeeper in Hx. 
who fled for Coining) in Confirmon. of Broadbent's Testimony last stated) — 
proves that both Thomas and Normanton came to Her Husband's House about 
Six in the Evening, and stayed about an Hour over three pints of ale, and then 
went away perfectly sober.t 

Supposing them to have gone immly. from Shaw's House in Hx., to fetch 
Broadbent as she mentions they wd. be at the House where he lodged just abt. the 
Time he speaks of. 

Alexander Kershaw — In further Confirmon. of Broadbent's Testimony — 
proves that he saw Normanton coming towards Hx. in the afternoon of that Day 
(not in any Foot-path or usual road) and that he had a very short Gun with him. 

William Dickenson, a Neighbour to Absolom Wilkinson, an Innkeeper, 
at Luddenden Foot, in ye Road between Hx. and ye House where Broadbent 
lodged, in Confirmon of Broadbent's Testimony as to his being previously apply'd 
to by Thomas Normanton and Folds to join them in commitg. the Murder — 
Proves that a Day or Two before the Murder was Commuted he told him they woud. 
want a new Supervisor in two or three days. 

Isaac Hartley — Brother of David Hartley (King David) who was 
convicted of Coining at the last Assizes and Executed since, — Proves that on 
Saturday after his Brother David Hartley had been committed to York 
Castle, be, this Witness, met with Normanton and Thomas in a Field near 

* "Grace iha wife otjoahua Lister of Halifax in the County of Yorli Innkeeper being Sworn, says: — 
' That on Thursday afternoon the Ninth Instant about 4 a'cJock Matthew Normanton of Stannary 
End in Sowerby Drawboy Weaver came to her Husband's House and had either 4 or j Pints of Ale 
and «ome Hang Beef Collop for which he paid one Shilling HJid that be aiay'd near an Hour and 
seemed to be very Sober when he went away. That during his Stay in their House he had no other 
Company with Him or say'd any Thing what his Business in Town was. Grace Lister.' Taken at 
Halifax the zoth Day of November 1769, Before me Thomas Hyde, Coroner." It may be explained 
that a collop is a slice of meat. 

t "Martha the Wife ol Joshua Shaw of Halifax Innkeeper Says:— 'That on Thursday in the 
Night whereof Mr. Dighton was Murdered Robert Thomas of Wadsworth Banlis and Matthew 
Normanton of Slannery End in Sowerby both came lo her Husband's Hnuse in Halifax and had 3 
pints of Ale for which Robert Thomas paid Sixpence and that neither they or either of them had 
any other Ale or Liquors nor did they leave any Thing unpaid, neither had She any Servant maid 
or any other Girl in the House on that Day, nor did Robert Thomas ever enquire whether this 
Exam't's Husband was at Home or abroad to her knowledge, That they came to her Husband's House 
between Six and Seven in the Evening and stay'd near an Hour and then went away together but 
w'ch way they went She knows not, That they both appeared lo l>e perfectly Sober both when they 
came and went away — Martha Shaw X her Mark.' 'Taken at Halifax the 20th Day of November 
17691 Before me Thomas Hyde, Coroner." 
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his own House, when Falling into Discourse about ye Deceased, and ye 
Methods he had taken to procure Informations agt. persons for Going., &c., 
Normanton and Thomas or some of them in ye presence of ye other, sayed they knew 
ye Deceased wd. be done for (meaning that he wd. be murdered) and that they knew 
where there was stuff that wd. do for him. But as they were making use of this 
expression, a person came near them, and thereupon they parted, and ye 
Witness saw no more of them till the Eveng. after ye Murder was Committed, 
when he met Normanton at ye house of Thos. Broadbent (a person since 
committed for rescuing a Coiner) where he told this Witness that he had done H by 
levelling fair ai him. But that Normanton was full of L,iquor when he told 
him this, and sd. he had done it with a Short Gun or a piece of a Gun or to thai 
Effect, and that Nobody was with him when it was done except ye sd. Robert 
Thomas, and that he said He thought they deserved some Money for dog. it. That 
he never mentd. a word of Folds or Broadbent being present or near the 
place. 

N. — The last Witness gave ye Information before stated at ye last Assizes, 
soon after the Conviction of his Bror. (King David) in hopes, as it is supposed that 
it wd. procure him a pardon, but whether he will now say the same, or something 
more, or deny the whole is by no means certain, for if ye whole Truth could be come 
at, It is believed by every body that it wod. appear this Witness hired Normanton 
and Thomas to do the Jobb, and that they took in Broadbent and Folds or some 
body who personated Folds as Assistants to them — It is easy to conceive, however, 
from his particular Situation that it will be difficult to get much truth from him. — 
But, if he gives the Account before stated, and Normanton and Thos. shod, attempt 
to take off his Evidence, by shewg. that he has declared it other Times that he knew 
nothing of ye Murder, nor had any Grounds w'tsoever. to suspect them or either of 
them, or any other particular person — You may to confirm in the Account before 
stated (if you think proper) Call — 

Joshua Stancliffe — A Watchmaker in Hx. (a principal Witness against 
King David at the last Assizes) who proves that a very few .Days before the 
Deceased was murdered, ye last Witness, Isaac Hartley, with whom he was 
intimate came to his shop, in Hx, and told him that the Deceased wd. be 
murdered very soon ; and on Witness sayg. he hoped not, surely no one wd. 
be so Wicked as to take a Step of that Sort, the last Witness again said he 
knew it wod. be done, and soon, and that ye Deced. had only saved his life on 
ye Monday night then last by about three or four Minutes.— And further, that 
if he cd. not be catched out in ye Night, they wd. break into his House to do 
it rather than he shod, live over the last assizes.''' 

And, as further Conhrmon of Isaac Hartley's Testimony, and to induce him to 
give ye evidence before stated you may (if you think it will answer any purpose) 
Call— 

* There is also a docament relating to evidence to be given by this man ; it is in Mr. 
Parker's handwriting and reads : — " Feb. 26 — 1770 — Joshua StancliSe says that soon after Dighton's 
Murder, Ijeing at ]o Hanson's with one Hay or Hey, and merry in liquor, late io ye Even'g, ho 
observed Jo Hanson very much dejected, when he took an oppty, (they t>eing extremely iotimatel of 
asking him ye Reason — whereupon Hanson told bim he wish'd be knew less abt. Dighton's Murder 
and he sh'd. be more merry or to that effect — but Hey coming into the Room nothing more was 
said of it." Stancliffe was the man who was tbreateDed see above p 39 
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David Greenwood — (A Neighbour and intimate Acquaintance of ye late 
King David, and employed as a sort of a Hedge Solicitor for hiin)^who says 
that from his conversation with King David after his Conviction at ye last 
Assizes, and with ye said Isaac Hairtley his brother, touching ye murder, he 
has found that they were both privy to ye Murder, and that ye sd. Isaac 
Hartley prepared ye Gun which Normanton shot him with, by filing ofif a 
considerable part of ye small end so as to reduce it to ye Blunderbuss size; 
and that when ye murder had been committed Normanton gave him back ye 
Gun which he did not take home with him for fear of a Search, but hid it in 
ye Root of a Tree (a Holiing Bush) near ye River Calder where it lay some time, 
but thinly, it might be found and be known to be his, he took it, broke it to 
[Heces, and threw it into the River. 

N. — The Evidence before stated may seem insufficient to convict ye Prisoners 
but (taking ye whole togr.) it is hoped it may be sufBcient to put them upon their 
defence, and upon shewing where they were ye Evening ye Murder was committed, 
and if so ye improbable and contradicting accounts which they gave of themselves 
on ye 20th of Novr. last before ye Coroner's Inquest, and which since appear to be 
folse in many respects, will greatly strengthen ye Evidence on ye part of ye 
Prosecution For 

Robert Thomas — Says the last Time he saw Broadbent was on, Friday, the 
Day after the Deceased was killed, when he went to Mytham royd Bridge and met 
him in ye Hall Bank and he told him ye Deced. was killed which he had not before 
heard of. — That he got up about 7 that morng., went to Normanton at Stannery 
End in Sowerby, where he met with him at Home, having known him seven years 
or more, and that nobody was there but Normanton and his Wife and Children, but 
that Thomas Clayton's Wife (Thomas's Sister in Law) came thither about 9 o'clock 
whilst Thomas was there, and enquired if he had got a cow for her, and he said he 
bad met with two or three if they wd. fit her ; and that he bad no other business 
there, that he stayed there till Noon, and then got his Dinner with his Sister in Law, 
Clayton's Wife who lives within a few yards of Normanton's, then came Home 
down ye Hall Bank* where he met with Broadbent, who told him ye News of ye 
Deceased's being shot which was surprising to him. — That he did not know Folds 
till the Day before when he was taken into Custody, nor ever saw him before. That 
he never saw Broadbent from ye Time of his conducting ' King David' to York 
Castle, till ye Time he met him in ye Hall Bank as before mentd. That he was at 
Joshua Shaw's in Hx., on Thursday, in ye Evening whereof Mr. Dighton died. That 
Normanton was with him there, and they went togr. to Newland Yate where they 
parted, Normanton going towards Luddenden Foot to go home, and he, (Thomas), 
going through Luddenden towards his own House ; that he came to Hx. that Day 
upon some Business for Dan Greenwood of Popplesf to know if Joseph Shaw (who 
was a Bailiff), whether Wm. Greenwood's Extors. wd. proceed to turn him out of 
PossioD. or not. That he met with Normanton opposite to Shaw's Door, That 
they had five Pints of Ale at Shaw's House, paid for three and left two to pay for. 
That they set out for Home about 8 o'clock, and he got Home about 11. That as 

* Hall Bank ; a Homestead about a mile up the the Hall Gate (or Road) leadii^ up to Sowert^ 
from Mytholm Hall at Mytholm Royd. 



t A Honwstoad aear to Lane Head, Wadswortb. 
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they were upon ye Road, Normanton enquired if he knew where there was a Cow to 
be sold, and he said he had heard of one or two but he thought they wd. not fit. 
That they talked that Thos. Clayton's Wife cou'd not keep the Land (meaning his 
Farm) unless he came back. That they did not appoint to see one anor. either 
about that or anything else. That they met nobody at all upon ye Road between 
Hx. and Newland Yate. That they walked middlingly of a Foot pace, not fast. 
That they also talked that Thos. Clayton's Wife wod. be Brought to Bed at Christmas. 
That on his coming to Normanton's House ye next morning, he did not see Nor- 
manton immly., but be soon afterwards came down Stairs. He bad good morrow, 
and sayd : ' What art thou got over to Stannery End this Morning ? ' and he said 
' Yes,' and set him down upon a Chest Lid most of an Hour. — then walked up and 
down ye House about a Qr. of an Hour, then sat in a Chair near ye Fire. That 
Normanton said there was a Reckoning between him and Clayton's Wife, and she 
wanted ye Piece out of ye Looms which Normanton had been weaving in her House 
or Shop, that he might be enabled to balance with her for what be owed her for 
Milk and Butter. That Thomas then told him that she wanted ye Piece to pay her 
Rent with, as well as to balance with him for ye Milk and Butter. That he never 
was with Broadbent or Normanton, or either of them upon Mytham Royd Bridge, 
or at or near ye end of it at any time within a Month then last, nor was he ever at 
or near King Cross within a Fortnight then last, nor did he ever throw a Stone 
upon Martha Eagland's House. That he never was at Folds's House at Calais, nor 
ever was asked to go thither. That in his way to Hx. in ye Eveng. ye Deceased was 
murdered, be called at Thomiis Spencer's, near Mytham Royd Bridge for a Poke (or 
Bag) which he had before left there, but that neither Spencer nor his Wife were at 
home. That he was not Servt. to Dan Greenwood, but assisted him in Delivering 
some Hay and Straw that Day, for which and for coming to Hx. (or Joseph Shaw's 
advice, he gave him a Shilling.— That several Persons told him he was informed 
against by one Shaw who had Sworn a Wart. agt. him, and that he thought he was 
taken up Yesterday upon such Wart., but never asked what he was taken up for. 
— That whilst he and Normanton were at Joseph Shaw's togr., Normanton was about. 
Courting ye Girl in ye House. 

And— (on the same 20 of Novr.)~ 
NoRMANTON — Says he has known Thomas about half a year, but not more. 
That he, (Normanton) has lived for about half a year last, next Neighbour to Thos. 
Clayton and bis Wife, which Clayton is Bror. to Thomas's Wife.^That he never 
was intimate with Thomas, but knows Folds for he is bis Cousin, That be saw 
Folds ye last Saturday but one, but never betwn. that Time and ye Saturday before 
when he saw him at Hx. — That he (Normanton) was at Hx. on Saturday last, also 
ye Thursday sennt, before, being ye Day in ye Eveng. whereof Mr. Dighton died, — 
That he never knew Mr. Dighton, nor ever saw him but about five or six weeks 
before when Broadbent and he came togr. (with others) to take Thos. Clayton for 
Yellow Piece makg. as they reckoned. That be never saw Broadbent till that Time 
nor ever since. That on Thursday when Mr. Dighton died, he (Normanton) got to 
Hx. about 4 o'clock, went to Jos. Lister's, stayed till about 7, spent i8d. in Ale, 
reckoning about 3d. or 4d. for Eating. — had no Company. — Then went down to 
Joseph Shaw's, and in bis way thither was overtaken by Thomas, who was coming 
down Gibbet Lane, and asked bim to do a penny at Joseph Shaw's saying be had 
some Law to stop for some sort of a Fellow ; that this was betwn. 7 and 8 at Night, 
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and they went into Jos. Shaw's and had four or 5 Pints of Ale, then came away 
about 8, came both togr. to Newland Yate, then parted a little below. — That they 
conversed about nothing all ye way except that he (Normanton) was fuddled. — That 
he saw nobody at Joseph Shaw's except his wife that he knows of. — That he never 
has seen Thomas since, till they were both in Custody. — That he never saw a 
Blunderbuss nor does he know what one is like. — That he was at a Public House at 
Mytham Royd Bridge about a Month ago with Thomas, but not at any Time since, 
neither was he ever there with Folds, nor did he ever see him there. — That when he 
came to Hx. 00 the day Mr. Dighton died, he came on purpose to buy a Pair of 
Breeches and a Waistcoat for his little Lad, but did not buy them nor has he 
bought them yet. — That he and Thomas left two Pints of Ale to pay for which yet 
remain unsettled, for he never saw Thomas since, nor has he ever come to his 
(Normanton's) House, or to ye sd. Clayton's since either late in the Night or in ye 
Morning, or at any or. Time. — That he never was at King Cross, or upon ye Road 
near King Cross at any Time after four o'clock of ye Thursday in ye Night whereof 
Mr. Dighton died, nor did he ever see his Cousin Folds that Day or in ye Night of 
that Day or at any or. Time, nor did he see any Girl there on that Day.^That he 
never was Cold that Eveng. either by Waiting of any Person after having travelled 
fast or for any or. Cause. — That he got up the next morning about 8, his Wife being 
up before him, but that Thomas was not there either on that Morning or at any 
Time since. — That he never had any talk with Thomas about a Cow, or about 
Thomas Clayton's Land, or his Wife being brought to bed, or about any such thing, 
or about any Reckoning between ye sd. Clayton or his Wife and him ye sd. 
Normanton, or about his getting his Piece forwards or any Thing like it.— That he 
□ever heard that Mr, Dighton was killed or dead till ye Saturday after it happened. 
As to 

Folds — He was alsft examd. before ye Coroner's inquest and denied his having 
any hand in ye Murder, and insisted he was at a Mill called Wood Mill, betwn, 
Hepton Bridge and Todmorden, 8 or 9 Miles from Hx., till 10 o'clock of ye Night 
ye Murder was Committed, and produced Witnesses to prove it, and also to prove 
him at Home afterwards, but ye Witnesses not coming up to his Assertions, and 
some of them appearing to ye Jury to have been tampered with, he was committed 
to York Castle along with Thomas and Normanton, tho'. he has since been admitted 
to Bail. — His Examination before ye Coroner's Inquest was not reduced into 
Writing, but upon those of Thomas and Normanton you will please to observe the 
following : — 

Contradictions — Thomas says he has known Normanton 7 years— Normanton 
says he has only known Thomas half-a-year, not more. 

Thomas says he went to Normanton's House the Morning after ye Murder was 
committed, met with him at Home, stay'd all the Forenoon, dined at ye next House 
with Clayton's Wife and states ye particular Conversation which he says passed 
among them— But — 

Normanton denies that he ever was there on that Day at all, or at any Time 
after the Murder was committed, or that he ever saw him afterwards till they were 
in Custody, and it is very certain he was not there the next Day, as he says he was. — 

Thomas states the Conversation which he says passed between them as they 
went from Joseph Shaw's at Halifax, towards Home ye Evening the Murder was 
committed — Bu t — 

Normanton denies that any such Conversation passed between them. 

UigitizccbyGoOt^Ie 
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Thomas says that whilst they were at Joseph Shaw's togr. Normantos was 
courting the Girl in the House — But — 

NoRMANTON denies that he ever Courted or offered to Court a Girl in the House, 
or that he saw any Girl there on that Day, and in that he is certainly right. 

Yet notwithstanding these and other Contradictions there is reason to believe 
that they had compared Notes and had intended to have agreed in their Accounts 
(true or false} and whether their Variations arise from Questions havg. been asked 
them which they did not expect — As to what became of them ye Day after ye 
Murder was comitd. &c. — or from ye want of memory is not certain.— But they both 
agree that they had 5 pints of Ale at Jos. Shaw's, in Hx. and left two to pay for. 
Yet in fact, they had only 3 pints and paid for ye whole, so that they left nothing to 
pay — a Circumstance in which, as it was false, they cod. hardly have agreed without 
some contrivance. — 

To falsify Thomas's Examination as to his being at Normanton's ye next Momg. 
aftr. ye Murder and staying to dine, &c. — Call — 

John Appleyard — A Butcher and Publican at Hepton-bric^e (four or 5 miles 
distant from Normanton's House) who proves that about Eleven in the Morng. after 
Mr. Dighton was murder'd, Robert Thomas came to his House, bought some Beef of 
him and stayed all ye Day till Evening. 

Jonas Shackleton — Speaks to the same Eflfect. — 

And in Order to come at ye Truth in this Respect, Dan Greenwood, ye Person 
who sent Thomas to Hx. the preceding Day, and who was afterw'ds comitd. to York 
Castle for Coining and died there, was enquired of, who sayd. — That he did about 3 
o'clock on that Day (the Day of ye Murder) send Thomas to Wm. Greenwood's in 
Hx. to enquire if Mr. Leedes was at Home, and told him be might ask the same 
Question at Jos. Shaw's — but not on any or. Errand or Message. That Thomas 
came te him ye next Day about ten tn ye Morning, in Wadsworth (adjoining to Hepton- 
bridge), and told him that he had made such Enquiry, and that Mr. Leedes was not 
at home, and that he pd. Thomas gd. for his Journey. — And Thomas told him he had 
come out of Hx. the precedg. Evettg. precisely at 7 o'clock. 

Robert Parker — Took this Account in Writg. from Dan. Greenwood who is 
since dead ; and if you think it can be of any Use, it will be produced and proved by 
the Same. 

N-B. It is apprehended that ye Defts. will attempt to prove that Broadbent 
was not present when ye Murder was comitd., but was iu Bed all that Night at 
Martha Eagland's House, and will produce her and Mary Eagland her Daur. to prove 
that he was never out of Bed that Night, but if any such Proof shod, be attempted — 
Call— 

Thomas Greenwood — A neighbour to Martha Eagland and the Owner of the 
House where she lives — who says that on the day after the Murder, Broadbent's 
Father came to him and said — ' What think you ? They are for taking up my Lad ' 
{meaning Broadbent) 'about Dighton, but we have two good Evidences that he 
lodged all night at Martha Eagland's' — This Witness afterwards saw Mary Eagland, 
the Daur., and asked her if Broadbent had been all night at her mother's the Night 
before, hut she said he was not, and that she never saw him that night.* 

* ■' Taken at Halifax the 13 Day of November 1769 Before me Thos. Hyde Coroner. The 
Examination of Thomas Greenwood of Mythom Royd in Ibe Parish of Halifax, yeoman, who says : 
■That he kaows Martha Eagland, Widgw, Shn being his Tenant and a near Ne^shbonr to Him, 
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N.B. it is obsen-able that neither Thomas nor NormaDton during their 
Examinations before the Coroner and his Inquest which lasted a whole Day, cou'd 
be prevailed with to make use of the word Murder, but instead thereof, said they were 
at such and such a place, or did so and so that Day Mr. Dighton dird or the day of 
his Death, but did not admit by any Thing they said that he was murdered or killed, 
for neither of them would make use of either Expression from wch it may be fairly 
inferred that this was agreeable to a plan they had before laid, otherwise they wod. 
hardly both express themselves so very difft. from every Body else at that Time ; 
and if they had been innocent of the Murder, it is hardly probable that they wod. 
have scrupled making use of the word. 

It is also observable that Normanton says he came to Hx. the Day of the 
Murder on purpose to buy a Waistcoat and a pair of Breeches, yet be admits he 
never bought them, but gives no reason why he did not, and the want of money wod. 
be no hindrance, for — 

Grace Lister — At whose House he spent the i8d. as before mentd., says when 
he paid the reckoning he gave her J a Guinea, and she gave him gs. thereout — - 

Which 9s. would have done more than bought the Waistcoat and Breeches. 

There appears also to have been further evidence not adduced in this Brief hut, 
which may have been obtained too late for incorporation : — 

Joshua Lister, of Halifax, who fled for coining and was indicted at the last 
Assizes, but having voluntarily come in to give evidence in this Business, says that a 
little before Dighton was murder'd. Thomas Spencer who was brother in Law to 
King David, came to him and shew'd him a Slug and sayd that was to do Dighton's 
Business and that if it wo'd. not do, he had more which wou'd. 

Joseph Gbldert, of Hahfax, who also fled for coining but comes voluntarily 
to give evidence, says that a little before Dighton was shot the Def ., Robert Thomas 
came to him and desired him to join in Murdering him, but that he refused. 

Whereupon Mr. Parker comments : — 'These two witnesses hopes for a pardon 
or a stop being put to the prosecutions agt. them for coining as they have come 
voluntarily to give the above Evidence— Mr. Chaniberlayne therefore recommends 
to [your] consideration.' 

Frances Greenwood, the wife of David Greenwood, says that a little before 
Dighton was Murder'd. Isaac Hartley came to her and sayd that he wou'd be 

and also knows Mary Eaj;land her Daughter aod has known her from her Infancy. That on Friday 
last Joseph Broadbent, the Father of James Braadbent now in Custody upon a supposition of his 
being concerned in the Murder of Mr, Wm. Dighlon. came by this Exam't. as he was raating up a 
Gap near bis own House, and sayd ' What think you, They are for taking up my lad (meaning the 
said James Broadbent) alMui Mr. DigbUn,* but we have two Good Evidence that he lodged all night 
at the Hall Gate' (at Martha Eagland's this Exam't supposed he meant ) This Exam't went to 
Mock his Mistall and the said Mary Eaf^Iand came 10 ihe Cloatbs Hedge near 10 the Mistal and he 
sayd to her that James Broadbent (he old fellow's Son was at Ibe Hall Gate last night, to w'ch 
She answered, he was not. for that he had only lodged there one Night and that was long since — he 
this Exam't then repeated, that he had lodged there or els« at Halifax with Mr. Dighton. She sayd, 
she bad not seen Him, and about an Hour afterwards She told Him Eigain that she had never seen 
Him that night. Thomas Greenwood.' 

The above examination was taken and acknowledged at Halifax the 14 Nov'r. 1769 by the said 
Thomas Greenwood on his Oath. Before me Thomas Hyde Coroner." 

I* In Mr. Parker's luuidwrllliig there is Ibe lollowiag marginal nole in Ihe M.S. " this wsi Iwo hours before nnyone 
Itaongbl o( taking him np." Mr, Parker's marginal note: "This confirms Broadbent as to Ihe clrcumslances, l»ili 
Id bl* md and laH ExamlnaiioD.") 
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■ murder'd very soon." 

Here ends the Brief. 

In due course the trial took place and Robert Thomas and Matthew Normanton, 
against whom a bill of indictment was found last assizes, for the Murder of Mr. 
Dighton, were both acquitted. At the same assizes David Greenwood, of 
£rnngden, for diminishing Gold Coin was also acquitted. 



A REVENGEFUL MURDER. 

But these people or their friends perhaps do not appear to have shown any 
thankfulness at their narrow escape for early in January we read — " A few days ago, 
a most horrid and barbarous Murder was committed on the body of a labouring 
man [Abraham Ingham] at Heptonstall, in the Parish of Hx., who accidentally 
fell in company with some persons (supposed to be Coiners) in that neighbourhood ; 
and in their talk, the poor unfortunate sufferer unfortunately said he knew who were 
the murderers of Mr. Dighton, the late Supervisor and Excise at Hx., and wd. 
certainly give information against them, wh. declaration so enraged his companions 
that they resolved to destroy him ; to effect wh., they immediately threw him down 
against the fire, and thrust his head into or under it ; while that was doing, one o 
them heated the tongs red-hot, clasped them fast about the poor creature's neck, and 
kept them there ; but their inhumanity not being yet satiated, in order to put the 
finishing stroke to their barbarity, they actually filled his breeches with burning 
coals, by wh., and other such like unheard o treatment, the poor fellow died in the 
greatest agonies.— The perpetrators of this shocking and unprecedented act of barbarity 
immediately fled ; but 'tis hoped as all proper means are taken to apprehend 'em, 
they will soon meet with their deserts. — Our Correspondent from that neighbourhood 
informs us, that those iniquitous villians, the clippers and diminishers of the current 
coin of this Kingdom, still continue that vile and destructive practice."— (Z.«rfj 
Intelligencer, 8 Jan., 1771). 

As a sequel within 4 weeks, " Mary Newall, of Heptonstall, in the par. of Hx., 
was committed to York Castle, charged with being concerned in the Murder of 
Abraham Ingham" {ibid $t\i Feb., 1771)," But at the Assizes before Mr. Justice 
Gould this woman was on the i8th March acquitted together with James Jagger 
and John Greenwood who had surrendered for the murder {York Courant, 19 Mar,, 
1771). 

METHODS OF THE COINERS. 

We may now give a little space to the methods of distribution adopted by the 
counterfeiters and can learn much about these from Counsel's Briefs. The following 
Brief is undated, but as the names of Counsel are the same as on the Brief for the 
prosecution of Thomas, Broadbent and others, in JuJy, 1770, it probably relates to 
that year. The names of Counsel are Messrs. Wallace, Lee and Norton, and the 
document is signed " R. Parker or Eagle [sic] : The King ag't Joseph Holmes For 
uttering false Money and having other false Money in his Custody. 

" On the tenth May last the Defend't. came to one Josias Smith's a Woolstapler 
in Bradford, and being drinking there one William Barrett who then combed Wool 
for said Smith was called out of Bed about ten o'clock in the evening by James 
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Rushfoith Ostler to Miss Duffield who keeps the Sign of the Crown and Cushion in 
Bradford to go to drink with said Smith and the Defendant which he did, and after 
Barrett had sat a little Defend't desir'd him to go with him into another Room which 
was complied with, and the Defend't then pull'd a Quantity of Guineas out of his 
Pockett and laid them down on a Bench, and said they were nice ones, and desired 
Barrett Co look at them which he did and return 'd him them again, the Defend't then 
told this Witness if he cou'd get him any good Guineas he wou'd give him twenty two 
Shillings a piece for every Guinea said Barrett cou'd procure for him, butt Barrett 
told him he had none, nor cou'd get him any, so they return 'd again to Mr. Smith and 
when the Liquor they were drinking was done, the Defend't gave Barrett one of said 
Guineas and desir'd him to go to a Pulilic House to get a Gallon of Ale, but told 
Barrett that it look'd so shining and bright he must rub it on bis Head and it wou'd 
not look so glossy, Barrett accordingly went to see one John Gibson's and got a 
Dossen* of Ale and offer'd the Guinea In Paym't but Gibson's wife refus'd taking it 
saying it was a bad one whereupon [he] return'd with the Ale and Defend't asking 
for the Change out of the Guinea Barrett told him it was a bad one and that the 
Landlady wou'd not change it, and Barrett suspecting the other Guineas also to be 
bad, kept it and did not return it to Defend't who after the Liquor was drank went 
up into the Town to lodge ; The next Morning said Barrett gave Defendants said 
Guinea to one John Cawthrey who works with him in the Wool Combing Business 
in order to get a Gallon of Ale upon the Head of it, but it was refus'd again by 
Natlian'l Pollard the Alehouse Keeper who gave Cawthrey Credit for the Ale rather 
than change it, after drinking sometime defend't wanting his Guinea was told by 
Barrett that it was at Gibson's where the said Gallon of Ale was brought from : on 
which Defend't went to Gibsons and said Barrett and Cawthrey went along with him 
and begun of drinking together there, but after they had been a little time Mr. 
Christopher Wilkinson and Richard Mortimer who were assessing the Window and 
Landtax.i^ came into the House and said Barrett being then much in Liquor told 
them that the Defendant had got bad Money upon him, on which Mortimer being 
Deputy Constable took the Deft into Custody and with Barretts and Cawthrey's 
assistance search'd him and took out of his Coat Pocket on the left Side Eight 
Guineas which appear'd to be good Money, and thirteen Guineas and an half out of 
his Breeches Pocket on the Right Side which all appeared to be counterfeit money, 
after this Deft was taken before Henry Wickham Esq., one of his Majesty's Justices 
of the Peace, and the Def d having sworn in his Examin'on that he rece'd all the 
counterfeit Money, except one half Guinea of John Feather of Roughhead in 
Denholme, Mr. Wickham issued his Warr't agt said Feather, hut he has absconded 
and cannot be met with so Mr. Wickham bound the Deft over to appear at this 
Assizes. To prove the facts above stated call Rich'd Mortimer, Wm. Barratt, Jno. 
Cawthrey. These Witnesses weighed the Money and Mortimer the Constable 
produces it, Jno. Wood, Jerem'h Tetley, Wra. Rawson, Mr. Isaac Mencelin, from the 
Mint will prove it to be counterfeit." 

* DosseD i I. dozen. 

+ The Window Tax. first imposed in i6g6 to raise money to meet the deficiencies in the coinage 
of silver, was arranged to be imposed for seven years only. It remained in force until 1851. I am 
told thai in the neighbourhood of Midgley and Halifax (jenerally it was a common belief that the 
inventor of the tax was struck blind as a punishment Tor bis impious tampering with (be light of 
Heaven. In the old Midgeley records the collector of the Tax was always referred to as the 
" Window Man." 



yGoogle 



THE EVIDENCE OF INNKEEPER BATES. 

The open, impudent way in which the coiners carried on their trade can be very 
clearly gathered from the affidavit of Innkeeper Bates, who in his statement 
distinguishes carefully between what he knew of his own knowledge and what he 
knew by hearsay. The statement was taken down by Mr. Chamberlayne who 
transmitted it to Mr. Parker with the following note : — 

" Sir, — Above I send you a Copy of what Bates has Transmitted to me, there 
seems to be not much more than we know before, except where I have scored under 
which seems to relate to Persons I never heard of, and ir may be worth while to 
make some Inquiry of the Persons he alludes to, relative to the Murder, I was in 
hopes before this time you would have Transmitted me Copys of the Inform'ns. 
I left with you together with a Copy of Stancliife's Information and an Account 
of your Proceedings in Consequence thereof, I beg my best Complimts. and Thanks 
to Mr. Royd and all the Gents, at Hallifax for their Great Civilitys to me while there, 
and I am, Your most Obedt, Servt., Wm. Chamberlayne." 

" The first of my knowing any Thing of the diminishing of the Gold Coin about 
three years since, on Wm. Dewhirst of Babilon, in Skircoat, came to my honse and 
said if I could get him any large Guineas he would give me Twenty one Shillings 
and Three Pence for them, which I told him I would have no concern with it, so 
drop'd. our Acquaintance ever since ; then about half a Year after came one 
Isaac Dewhirst, of Warley, and drinking two or three Pints of Ale, he called me into 
the Parlour, and said he cd. tell me something that wod. be of great Service to me 
(and I thinking him a Friend if he cod. and wod. do me Service) asked what it was 
he told me, if I would not tell he wod. tell me, so I told him I wod. not tell. Then 
he told me he cod. make or diminish, or coin Gold, and said it was no sin, and he 
wod. let me see how to do it ; and I, not thinking in Treason, agreed he should. So 
he pulled out a pair of Scissors and a float File and clipped a Guinea, and a Thirty- 
six, and filed it with the File and edged it by waing on it upon the File with a Piece 
of Wood with a Nick in, then he said if I could diminish it myself he wod. make it 
up for me, if I could not he wod. diminish it too. So when I had any large Gold, he 
both cut it and made it into what he called Guineas by melting it in a three-cornered 
Pot on the Fire, with a pair of small Bellows blowing the fire and pouring it into a 
Piece of Brass with a round hole in, then beating it out with a hammer and a mall to 
what Breadth he thought proper, then putting in his Spelter Stamps (as he called 
them), made a Guinea of it with striking on the Stamps with a mall. After that he 
made common a practice of it if he could either get large Gold or buy what was 
clipped ofiT Guineas or other Pieces. Sometime after I saw him and Joseph Shaw 
now Prisoner in Bradford and Jonathan Barrowclough his Son in Law melt make 
and finish two Guineas and several Twenty-sevens. — After that Joseph Shaw told 
me he could do it better than Dewhirst. So he had any Gold I had for a while and 
diminished and made it into Guineas at his own House. Then I being uneasy, I 
told this Shaw I would not meddle any more, and drop'd his Acquaintance. A little 
after, one Thos. Sunderland, Ingraver, came to my House and persuaded me there 
was no harm in it. I too easily consented to him, not yet waighing the thing, so he 
made me a Twenty-seven, and after that he desired me to go to his bouse, and he 
took me up Stairs. I sat there and saw him cut stamps for a Twenty-seven upon 
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Iron or Steel, a little after that he came to my House with Robert Ardell, of Halifax, 
be look him and me to a. House in Southowram Bank, wch. one Varley lived in at 
that Time (now Miller at Luddenden Mill), and there I see him melt plate, and 
stamp three twenty-sevens and one thirteen and sixpence, one six and ninepence 
with the help of those People and Bob Ordel, of Halifax. When he had done he 
rap'd up five pair of Coining Irons three of Twenty-sevens, one of thirteen and 
sixpence, one of six and ninepence all in a cloth, and laid them down, which I took 
up and carried off before he knew, and I believe he has made for many of the Coiners. 
Then came John Cockroft to my House, and I told him I bad taken these things 
from Sunderland that he did not know of, and he wanted to see them. So I let him 
see them and he asked me if I could use them, and T said T could not. Then he said 
he could. So he took one pair of twenty- sevens, one of thirteen and sixpences, and 
one of six and ninepences, and asked me to go to his House, and if I could either buy 
or get large Gold so as to take something of it, I might take it if not he had some 
of his own so that he would let me see, for he had a Club of Wood with some Iron 
in, fixed in his Cellar on Purpose for that Jobb. So I went, and he took me up 
Stairs to the Combers Prentis Westreemon and Crossley, and melted the Clippings 
he had, and waid seven and twenty for a seven and twenty, and we all assisted him 
in melting and plating. So he took me and his Combers down into the Cellar and 
there I saw him strike a twenty-seven and take ii out of the Stamps. He finished it 
and then put in another plate as he had two of them, and wanted me to strike, which 
1 did, but I did it so that he had to melt it over again. A little after 1 asked for the 
Irons and thought to have demolished them. He gave me the 13s. 6d. and the 
6s. gd., but the thirteen and sixpences were broken (I suppose with Stamping Pieces 
in them) and he told me the twenty-sevens was stole ; also he let me see another 
Pair of Thirteen and sixpences and said he bought them of Sunderland. He also 
told me in a little Time after they was gone or stole, so I said well I hope you have 
given over this bad Business. He answered Joseph Shaw makes for me now. 
A httle after again I met with him and asked him if he had heard anything of the 
sevens. He said he had them and except I would give him a Guinea he would not 
give them to me. 80 I suppose he kept them to stamp with, so he learnt bis 
Apprentice and his Coiners to Coin. After that Jonas Tillotson came Time after 
Time and urged on me, if I could tell him, to tell him how to diminish Gold. At last 
I told him how to do it, but at the same time I told him he had better let such 
Things alone. But he wod. try, so he l>ought himself a File and scizzars and clipped 
edged and filed sevl. Guineas before my Face upon our Clippings of one William 
Dowiesand one John Ibotson which I see them both clip file and edge. Thomas 
Sunderland made up into some Thirteen and sixpences and a twenty-seven or two ; 
after that this said Sunderland leaving Halifax, Jonas Tillotson would have us to try 
if we could make some stuff we had into a six and ninepence or two, which we did 
try, and stroke them with the axe on the Cellar Steps, but I could not make them 
passable; so I suppose Jonas had a mind to try by himself, and made it with Robert 
Walsh to search the Stable, and steal them and was to give him ten Pounds for 
them wch. he did steal and I found them out by a twenty-seven wch. his Brother in 
Law brought to get changed at our House in the mean Time this Robert came in as 
I kept a publick House and brought a Guinea and a Pair of Scissors and a File and 
clipped filed and edged this Guinea, wch. I suppose Jonas had intructed. So this 
Jonas being arested for York told me where these tools was and he went and fetched 
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them and I hid them in my Stable and about two weeks before Joseph Shaw was 
taken up I went with an intent to demolish them but they were all gone again so I 
never could hear of them since , the same day James Crabtree of Halifax and Haily 
the Inspector of Bradford came wilh a large Purse of Gold to my House and told 
me they would sell It for two and twenty Shillings for a Guinea I told them I did not 
meddle with such Things Crabtree said he sold all he had and would do ; ! told him 
he might light of Chaps in a many Places by all Reports so we parted ; also this 
Jonas Tillotson told his Brother in Law when he came to see him in the Castle how 
to diminish Gold and when he came home he came to my House with half a Guinea 
half clipped and half undipped and took a Pair of Scissors and a File and clipped 
and filed and edged that half Guinea before my Face I told him whatever he did to 
never medle any more for I would not if I was to want Bread so I have never heard 
any more of him since there is also John Suttclif of Light hazles who said he could 
get me some twenty-sevens made or six and ninepenceS' wch. he did a good while ago; 
I never had any thing to do with him or any Person else ever since and if I was to 
live a looo^ Years I never would be guilty of such a thing again all this I can safely 
take my Oath of and that I never could manage it myself upon any Account. 

Lighthoulers made David Hartley's Coining Irons. 

The following is what 1 realy bel [ieve] but cannot swear to : — There is Joseph 
Shaw of Bradford if he wod. tell all the Truth he can inform of more both in Hallifax 
Parish and Bradford Parish and I am informed he sold the sd. John Cockroft three 
Pair of Coining Irons one of twenty-sevens one Pair of thirteen and sixpences one of 
six and ninepences which he give the sd. Shaw nine Pounds for there is also one 
David Hartley who 1 believe was one of the first Persons that brought this unhappy 
Thing into this Country wch. it is said be learned at Birmingham where I believe it 
is carried on to perfection it is also said that one Thomas Lister has followed this 
way of diminishing and making of gold this many Years but it is supposed he has it 
to himself and if any one of the Turviners will tell the Truth they can inform you 
both of half Guinea Stamps and thirty sixes and Moidores and several more sorts of 
that kind wch, is supposed I believe to come from David Hartley there is also a set of 
People that come from Howorth to the Spread Eagle in Halifax wch. if you can take 
any of them that will be honest and teJl the Truth and inform ; they will iead you 
in to the Parishes of Howorth Bradford and Leeds and Wakefield and the sd, Sunder- 
land if he will inform can bring you into Hodersfield and other Parts of the Country 
I never had any concern with plated or gilded Money neither did I ever know of any 
Person excepting one John Uttley of Ludenden dain that came and told me he could 
wash and Plate Money and he lold me if 1 could put off for him every twenty seven 
that 1 paid he wd. give me 7 Shillings I told him I would not have any Thing to do 
with any such Thing for I made it a Matter of Conscience more than the other, 
because I was sure it would hurt but King and Country so 1 never had any Thing to 
do with him. As for Mr. Dighton he was a Person who always behaved well when 
he came to my House and as for his Death I know nothing of certainty only the Day 
after the three Persons were brought to Hallifax on Suspicion of the Murder of Mr. 
Dighton, One Jonathan Suttcliff of Hallifax otherwise called Young Frosty. I can 
safely make Oath he came to my Plouse and told me he had been up on Sourby Side 
near where Matthew Norminton lived and that there was a woman present with him 
and they both heard another woman say they had not found the right ones, Luke 
Dewhurst killed D^hton, they may go and ask Luke Dewhirst who killed Dighton ; 
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Jonathan said she mentd. more but he took no names, so if you please to search into 
these People and cannot find it out among's. them it is said and 1 think it is this 
Broadbent that has committed the Crime on Saturday after Mr. Dighton was 
Murdered I remember some Company talking about it at my House and one James 
Wilson of Could Edge in Warley said he had heard that the Ostler or some of the 
House at one of the Inns at Heptonbridge had over heard some People under the 
Window about two o'clock that morning say Dighton is dead; so they went in and 
roasted a Goose and made merry on that Account this is all I either know or have 
heard alwut it and if I could ever hear any more I would tell it for I heartily wish it 
may be found out. 



JOSEPH BROADBENT'S INFORMATION. 

Although the murderers of Mr. Dighton had not been found guilty, the officers 
of the Crown were determined to sift the matter to the bottom, and the collecting 
of evidence, to serve at a future date, was not allowed to come to an end. Within 
two months of the trial we get the statements of Joseph Broadbent and John Sladdin : 

"West Riding of Yorkshire. The Information of Joseph Broadl)ent,of Erringden 
in the said Riding, Weaver, taken before me, one of His Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace for the said Riding. 19th Day of September, 1771. 

Who saith, 'That about eight weeks ago Jro : Sladdin of Armoury Well in 
Wadsworth in the sd. Riding weaver at ys. Informants House in Errington aforesd. 
told ys. Informant, That a short time before the Death of Mr. Deighton, Supervisor 
of Excise, a meeting was held by Isaac Hartley of Elpbabrough Hall'' in Errington 
aforesd., Matt: Normauton of Sowerby in the sd. Riding, Robert Thomas of 
Wadsworth aforesd., and the said John Sladdin, at the house of John Bates Innkeeper 
of Mytholmroyd in Sowerby aforesaid, when it was conserted and agreed that the 
said Matt : Mormanton and Robert Thomas and Thos ; Clayton the younger of 
Sowerby aforesaid would murder the said Mr. Dighton for which they were to receive 
Thirty three guineas apiece to be paid them by the said Isaac Hartley as soon as the 
murder was committed, and a time was then appointed for doing it at which time ye 
three last named persons went to Halifax each of them with a gun loaded and the 
said Clayton was to have shot ye said Mr, Dighton, but when there he bad not courage 
to do it, but they returned Home and Clayton being accused of cowardice by bis said 
Accomplices, they appointed another time for ye purpose, and in order that they 
might have an opportunity of doing it the said Isaac Hartley wrote a letter to Mr. 
Dighton in the name of one James Broadbent (on whose information David Hartley 
and James Jagger had been committed to York Castle on suspicion of counterfeiting 
or diminishing the coin) to meet him at Mr. Leedes at Royds Hall and he would 
unsay what he had before said against the said two persons so committed, which letter 
was carried to Mr, Dighton by one James Walter of Erringden aforesaid who had 
thirty-six shillings given by the said Isaac Hartley for carrying the said letter, and in 
the morning of the day so appointed, Jno : Walton and James Seed both of Milnwood 
in Stansfield, called upon Mr. Dighton at bis own house, and insisted on him going 



* At Mytholm Royd, since pulled down and rebuilt. 
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along with them to Royds Hall on some business or other. And he unwillingly went 
with them accordingly and returned with them to Halifax in the evening, where they 
called at Jno: Thompsons an ale house in the Swine Market and stayed there until 
about Twelve at night ; That the said Clayton, Normanton and Thomas all came to 
Hallifax that evening, every one of them with a loaded piece, and knowing that Mr. 
Dighton was at the said alehouse they ail hovered about to watch him when he went 
towards Home, and had appointed to step forward to get to the Lane Ends near Mr. 
Dighton's House at Bull Close before he got there, which they accordingly did, and 
lay down in different places near ye road where Mr. Dighton was to pass, and he 
coming to where Normanton was stationed first, being near a Gate, Normanton laid 
his piece upon the Gate and fired at Mr. Dighton and shot him dead, whereupon said 
Thomas leaped over the wall from the opposite side and turned over the Deceased 
and rifled his Pockets and took between Eleven and Twelve Pounds from him which, 
the said three Persons divided amongst them and made the best of their way to 
Elphabro' Hall to receive their wages, and on telling the said Isaac Hartley what 
they had done, he immediately paid them Thirty three guineas a piece as before 
agreed for. That Isaac then observing some blood on said Thomas' shirt and 
waistcoat, he told him he could not for shame to go Hebden Bridge with shirt and 
waistcoat, whereupon said Thomas borrowed a shirt and wastcoat of the above 
named Jas : Walton and put off the bloody ones and concealed 'em in a corner of a 
Field, and his shoes being also bloody he concealed 'em also in the same place and 
walked to Hebden Bridge without shoes and there bespoke a pair of new shoes of 
Jas : Rhodes and staid there without shoes till the new ones were made. The said 
Thomas and Clayton also went along with him to Hebden Bridge, and they immedi- 
ately went into the House of Jno. Appleyard, Innkeeper there, and Thomas said to 
the said Appleyard 'We have done for yonder black devil to night' and Normanton 
said ' Yea, I have done for him," and Appleyard answered they had done right, and 
Mr. Luke Crossley of Gt. House in Stansfield being in Bed in a Chamber of 
Appleyards heard what they said. Further said that the said Sladdin also told this 
Informant that after the murder was concerted as aforesaid and before committed, 
the said Sladdin went by the Direction of Isaac Hartley to Halifax, Leeds, Bradford, 
Otley, Bingley, Keighley, Coin and Burnley to collect money among the coiners to 
pay the said sums agreed to be given for the said murder, and the money he so 
collected he paid to the said Isaac Hartley. Also told this Informant that the gun 
with which the said Normanton comitted the murder he had of Isaac Hartley who 
cut two feet off the barrel to make it more handy, and after the murder they threw 
the gun into Mytham Royd Pitt. Thos. Sladdin did not acquaint this Informer 
whether he was present when the murder was committed, but said he could not rest 
until he had discovered the same. He also told this Informant that said Robert 
Thomas's wife paid said Sladdin and his wife Ten Guineas apiece for going to York 
Assizes where they were to have sworn (tho' untrue) that said Thomas was at sd. 
Sladdins House the night the murder was committed, and they attended at York 
accordingly when Thomas was tried for the said murder, but were not examined, 
there being no occasion.' 

Joseph X Broadbbnt's. 
Mark," 
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" West Riding of Yorkshire. The information of John SladiD of Wadsworth in 
the sd. Riding, Weaver, taken before me one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace 
for the said Riding the eighth Day of October, 1771. 

' Who on his oath says that on the Monday or Tuesday evening in the same week 
that Mr. Wm. Dighton, Supervisor of Excise dyed, this Informant was in Company 
with Isaac Hartley of Elphabrough Hall in ErrJngton, in the Riding aforesaid, 
Robert Thomas of Wadsworth aforesaid, labourer, and Matthew Normanton of 
Sowerby in the same Riding, weaver, in the orchard belonging to the house of 
Thomas Broadbent, of Wadsworth aforsd. Inkeeper, and the sd. Isaac Hartley then 
proposed to give this Informt. and the sd. Thomas and Normanton 100 guineas 
among them if they would murther the sd. Mr, Dighton, but this Informt. refused 
the offer and went away and left the sd. Hartley, Thomas and Normanton and one 
Broadbent together. Further says that in the morning of Friday, loth Novr. 1769, 
being the morning next after the death of Mr. Dighton this Informt. was at the 
House of the sd. Thomas Broadbent, where the said Thomas Broadbent, where were the 
sd. Isaac Hartley and Matthew Normanton and the sd. Mattw. Normanton called 
the sd. Isaac Hartley to the door and this Informt. went after them and the said 
Normanton asking the sd. Hartley for some money he gave him some, but how much 
this Informt. does not know, but the said Normanton did not seem satisfied therewith, 
but asked for more, saying we have done for yonder damnd Devil to night ; soon 
afterwards the sd. Hartley and Normanton came into the House again and sat down 
together, and the sd. Normanton said to Hartley, we have done for Mr. Dighton to 
night. And this Informant having heard that morning that the sd. Mr. Dighton had 
been murdered the preceding night this Informant understood that the said 
Normanton meant he and bis Accomplices had committed the said murder, and the 
said Hartley thereupon gave Normanton some more money but how much he knows 
□ot ; says the sd. Normanton was something in liquor, and it appeared as if be had 
not been in bed that night ; — Further says that he met with the said Robert Thomas 
who also appeared to have got liquor, and on this Infonnt. saying to him I hear Mr. 
Dighton was killed last night he answered ' Dam him, he turned his own pistol to 
his Breast, shot himself to see how he cod. like it,' or to that purport. And after- 
wards on the same day this Informt. was in Company with the sd. Robert Thomas 
at the House of John Appleyard, Alehouse Keeper at Hebden Bridge. And this 
Infonnt. suspecting that the sd. Thomas had been concerned in the sd. murther, he 
charged the sd. Thomas therewith, who did not deny it, but said if it had not been 
for the money offered by Isaac Hartley, he the sd. Thomas wod. have been at home 
with his wife and children : Further says a short time after the sd. Normanton and 
Thomas were committed to York Castle on Suspicion of the sd. murther, this 
Informt. saw them there and the sd. Thomas requested this Informt. to tell the sd, 
Thomas's wife, not to suffer any person to examine his Children touching the sd. 
murther, and also to tell his Wife to go to Isaac Hartley and tell him if he did not 
supply the sd. Thomas with money he would produce something then buried in the 
earth which would do for the sd. Hartley, or to that purport,' 
Sworn before me, John X Sladin. 

Joshua Horton. Mark." 
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The evidence incnminating Thomas and Normanton was thus constantly 
increasing but the two men having once been acquitted of the murder could not 
again be put on their trial and the endeavours to find accomplices so far seemed to 
have been in vain. The only hope lay in convicting them ultimately of some other 
offence. But while in this direction no prepress was made the year 1772 did not 
close without further arrests for clipping and coining as the following shows ; — 

" The West Riding of Yorkshire To Wit. — The Information of John Barrett of 
Golcar in the Parish of Huddersfield in the said Riding of Clothier taken upon Oath 
before us two of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the said Riding the gth Day 
of December 1772: — 

WhoSaith that yesterday Joshua Sharp of Turberwin in the said Riding Stuff 
weaver offered to give this Informant one piece of Money which he call'd a Guinea 
and two other pieces of Money which he called half Guineas together with one 
shilling and four sixpences in Exchange for two Guineas now produced and that the 
said Joshua Sharp before that he proposed the said Exchange asked this Informant 
if he could keep a secrett which this Informant told him that he cou'd. and then this 
Informant went to Edmund Sykes the Constable in whose presence the said Joshua 
Sharp did repeat the offer aforesaid. Sworn before us Joshua Wilson, Junr. 
P. Milnes. bis 

John X Babratt. 
mark." 

"Edmund Sykes Constable of Hudders6eld afores'd also saith upon oath that 
John Bairatt of Huddersfield afors'd. Clothier came to him yesterday and informed 
him that Joshua Sharp of Turburwin in the said Riding Stuff weaver had offered to 
give him three shillings in Exchange for two Guineas together with one piece of Gold 
like a Guinea and two other pieces of Gold like half Guineas and afterwards in the 
presence of this Informant the said Joshua Sharp did offer to Give such pieces of 
Money three of which Appeared to be Mainfestly bad in Exchange for two Guineas 
and that the said Joshua Sharp did own to this Informant that the piece of money 
like a Guinea he knew to be bad. Sworn before us Joshua Wilson, Junr., P. Milnes. 

Edu'd. Sykes." 

"The Information of Joshua Sharp of Turburwin in the s^d Riding Stuff 
Weaver taken upon oath before us two of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
said Riding the gth Day of December 1773: — 

Who on his Oath saith that he received yesterday of James Whitley of 
Erringden in the said Riding the piece of Money now produced called a Guinea and 
that on Sunday last he received of Royal Clayton of Sowerby in the said Riding one 
piece of Money called half a Guinea, and on Monday last he received of the said 
Royal Claton one other piece of money call'd. half a Guinea which said pieces are 
now produced and appear to be mainfestly bad. Sworn before us Joshua WilstMi, 
Junr., P. Milnes. his 

Joshua )( Sharp. 
mark." 
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What was the result of these charges I have not been able to ascertain but they 
tend to show how openly the traffic was carried on. But that the traffic was not 
carried on alone in the neighbourhood of Halifax, Huddersfield and neighbouring 
towns is indicated by the following affidavit which deals with coining at Bingley : 

"County Palatine of I-ancaster. The Information of William Sutcliffe of 
Sowerby within the parish of Halifax in the County of York, Woolcomber, taken 
upon Oath at Belfield in the said County of Lancaster, this third day of July in the 
Year of our Lord 1773 :^ 

Who Saith that near two Years ago James Miller or Milner of Harding Beck 
near Bingley in the said County of York, Chark coal Burner was with this 
Informant's own Workshop, and then and there advised this Informant to become a 
Clipper or Diminisher of the Gold Coin of this Realm or Coin made Current by 
Proclamation and that he wou'd, buy the said Clippings ; and this Informant further 
says that the said James Miller or James Milner had in his Custody some Gold 
Clippings to Witt, the Clippings of three Guineas of the Current Coin of this Realm, 
which he told this Informant that he had clipp'd from off three Guineas, and at the 
same time produc'd a pair of Large Scythars or Clippers and also a file, which he 
told this Informant he used for that purpose, and did also then in the presence of this 
Informant with the same Scythars or Clippers Clip the Edges of a certain piece of 
Portugal Gold Coin called a four and sixpence piece in order to shew this informant 
bow to Clip money and further this Informant says not." 

" On the above Informacon Col. Townley granted his Warr't. agt. Miller or Milner 
to search bis House who was taken (hut nothing found on the search) and brought 
before him and for some time denied the Charge but whilst his mittimus was 
preparing he confessed the above charge to be true and made the following 
Dyscovery : 

X^ancashire to Wit. Be it remembered that upon the Eighth day of July in 
the Year of our Lord one thousand seven Hundred and seventy three at Bellfield 
within Butterworth in the said County James Milner of Harding in the parish of 
of Bingley in the County of York Labourer came before me Richard Townley 
Esquire one of His Majesty's Justice of the peace In and for the said County of 
Lancaster and giveth me the said Justice to understand and be Informed that about 
Three Years ago this Informant met in Company with one Thomas Greenwood or 
Great Tom O'th Bank of Wadsworth Banks near Mathamroyde Bridge in the said 
County of York at the Publick House called Barbarys at Mathamroyde Bridge 
aforesaid who desired Informant to go with him to his House and he would shew him 
the right way to get money easier than he this Informant then did, that is to say by 
Clipping and Milling of Money ; Informant consequently went with Greenwood to 
bis House and Greenwood then and there in this Informants presence did Clip 3 
Guinea with a pair of Scissars and edge the same on a plain float [?] file by laying 
the tile undermost and running the piece (holding the piece in his fingers) up the file 
and striking on the piece with a thick short stick much like a Blooding Stick and 
when Greenwood had Edged the piece he dressed it up and finished it with the file 
scrapir^ the Edge with his Scissars by which he took off the rough parts on to a 
piece of paper. That about two Years and a Month agoe to the Best of this 
Informant's Recollection he this Informant sold to the said Thomas Greenwood a 
Quantity of Clippings which he this Informant had Chpped ofTsome Guineas and a four 
shillings and sixpence piece the Gold Money of this Kingdom for five shillings and 
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threepence. That about two Months after this Informant had become acquainted 
with the above named Thomas Greenwood and been shewed by him how to Clip 
Money as above mentioned he met with Greenwood and one Thomas Barker of 
Thornton in the said County of York, Weaver, at the House of Jonas Mitchell 
Innkeeper at Emmanuel's Height near Denham in Yorkshire and was in Company 
with them drinking there and after they had been about two Hours in Company 
Barker called Informant out and asked him if he had anything in their way for that 
Informant might as well let him have it as any Body else, Informant Answered he 
had a trifle and delivered in a paper to Barker a Quantity of Clippings which this 
Informant has Clipped off some Guineas the proper Gold Coin of this Kingdom and 
then received from the said Barker one pound one shilling sterling for the same ; and 
this Informant further saith that a Little more than a Year and three Quarters ago 
one Joseph Foster a half Brother of this Informants having of this Infoimant's 
following the above practices advised him to leave them off which he accordingly has 
done and has not in anywise since followed the same. 

On James Milnec's Information a Warrant was issued to apprehend Greenwood 
and search his House which was accordingly done and therein was found three Files, 
two of which have many filings lodged in them of Gold — one large pair of Scissars or 
Clippers — two small pair of Scissars — a large quantity of Arsenic— two Instruments 
of use unknown (the one being a small plate of Brass nailed upon a Board about 
seven Inches long and two Inches and a half broad, supposed to have been used in 
the polishing of Guineas and other dipt coin after Clipping and Edging, as there are 
several Hollows in it seemingly made by some such kind of pressure and Rubbing, 
and the other a Piece of Iron, Brass or some kind of metal about four Inches long, 
nailed upon a Handle for it of wood about eight Inches long, and about an Inch and 
a half broad at the Head and growing narrower quite to the part where it is nailed to 
the Handle, and having in the Head part a Hollow about the Size of a Shilling 
which is calculated and to all appearance has been used for Melting something in and 
there is sticking within it small Pieces of a shining metallish substance)^- Five 
Counterfeit Johannes's, or Six and Thirty Shilling pieces, and three pieces of copper. 
He had upon him before Colonel Townley two diminished Guineas (the one weighing 
17s. rod. and the other i8s. 6d.) which he delivered up on their being demanded, the 
Edging whereon answers to the Grainings of the Files with Gold Filings in them 
i.e. the larger Guinea to the lesser File, and the lesser Guinea to the larger File. 

Under these Circumstances and with the above Things Greenwood was 
brought before Colonel Townley but refused giving any account of the Things or to 
make any answers to the charges laid against him. Whereupon Greenwood was 
committed to York Gaol where he now is for Trial at this Assizes." 

But Greenwood put in the following plea for postponing his trial : " Thomas 
Greenwood late of Wadsworth Bank in the Parish of Halifax in the County of 
York Shalloon Maker but now a prisoner in his Majesty's Gaol the Castle of York 
and Thomas Crampton of Soyland Mills in the parish aforesaid Cordwainer severaUy 
make Oath as follows And first Eepouent Greenwood for himself saith that he was 
committed to the said Goal on the Tenth of this Instant July charged with High 
Treason respecting the coin. That Abel Wilkinson of Mit^ley in the parish of 
Halifax aforesaid Clockmaker and Thomas Pickles of Wadsworth Bank aforesaid 
Cow Jobber are material witnesses in behalf of this Deponent and that he cannot 
safely proceed to take his Tryal without the Benefit of their Testimony toi which 
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Cause this Deponent desired his Brother to get them to attend here on his behalf at 
the present Assizes and the Deponent Crampton for himself saith that by the desire 
of David Greenwood brother of the said Thomas Greenwood he applied to the said 
Abel Wilkinson on Monday the 25th Instant and urged and requested him to attend 
at the present Assizes as a Witness in Behalf of the said Thomas Greenwood that 
the said Abel Wilkinson who was then a Bed complained that he was so ill he could 
not travel anywhere and in truth he then appeared to this Deponent to be and this 
Deponent verily believes he is now so ill that he cannot attend at the present Assizes 
and this Deponent further saith that on the same 26th day he went to the House of 
the said Thomas Pickles to get him to attend here as a Witness in Behalf of the said 
Prisoner but was informed by the wife of the said Thomas Pickles and verily believes 
it to be true that he was not at Home but was gone into the South Country to buy 
Cattle. Thomas Crampton, Thomas Greenwood. Both Sworn in open Court at the 
Castle of York the 28th day of July 1773 before W. Blackstone." He was then 
ordered to remain in prison till the March Assizes, i774. At his trial on the 
14th March, " one Thomas Lister, of Hali&x, Gazier appeared as a witness on his 
behalf ; and by introducing a Story of a Woman and a Blackamoor (the latter of 
which he intimated was the Devil), who, he pretended was likely to fetch the 
accuser ; and by giving evidence of a supposed acknowledgement, made by him, not 
only lengthened the trial (which lasted nearly six hours), but raised a suspicion in the 
jury prejudicial to the prisoner, who probably wd otherwise sooner have procured 
his acquittal." Greenwood was afterwards discharged by Proclamation (Leeds 
Mercury Mar 22 1774). 

Another interesting case is that of Thomas Murgatroyde : — " On the i6tb day of 
July 1773 Information was lodged by one Joseph Houldsworth against one Thomas 
Mur^atroyd of Haley in the West Riding of Yorkshire for coining counterfeit 
Quarter Guineas, and a Warrant issued out against him and to search his House, 
which Search was made on the iSth of the same month and In Murgatroyds' 
Dwelling house the following Things were found — and all possible Endeavour used 
to take him but without Effect. The persons appointed specially to do this Business 
were Thomas Priestley, Will'm. SutclifFe, James Lees and John Clegg. Account of 
the Things found : — 

" A pair of Stamps for Coining Counterfeit half Guineas, found in a Hole in the 
Wall of Murgatroyd's Housepart, behind a pair of Looms by Thomas Priestley. 
An old Blunderbus without Lock found upon the Top of a Cloths press by the above 
persons. N.B. — The Press stood in the last mentioned Room. ' Tis thro.' that Mr. 
Deighton was murdered with this Instrument. Two Gun Pistol or Blunderbus 
Locks all in pieces two of which suit the above Blunderbus and no doubt belong 
thereto found in a Chest in the same Room. One Gun and one Gun Barrell, the 
former found above the fireplace in the same Room and the latter in the said chest 
with the Locks in. One Powder flask, some Gunpowder therein, and a Quantity of 
Leaden Shot found also in the same Chest. A Piece of Copper and a piece of Iron 
or Steel, both small found in the Chest ye former amongst the Locks and the latter 
amongst the Leaden shot." 

THE STATE OF THE COINAGE. 

In spite of the arrests we still find numerous complaints of the circulation of 
counterfeit coin. Thus in the Luds Mercvry for Tuesday Jime 29 1773 we read : — 
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"Such numbers of Counterfeit Guineas and Half-Guineas now circulate in this 
country (and the evil increases daily) that it is quite necessary to put a stop to them. 
The following descriptions may do good :^ 

GulitlinKs Ill's Guineas. — The head very faint, the reverse exceeding rough, and 
by holding them in the shade appears of a very dark dull colour. — Date 1701. 

Jacobus II's Half-Guimas. — The head very large, and the impression faint; 
reverse cross-bars very irregular. — Date 1686. 

George II's Guineas. — Both G's in Georgius, and i G in Gratia, not regular, more 
like a C than G. — Date 1750. A glaring cast with them, very thick and seem as 
if cut. 

George II's Half-Guineas. — Both the head and reverse rough, and the letters 
almost unintelligible. — Date 1729, or 1709 by mistake. 

George Ill's Guineas. — Very broad letters ; on the reverse very badly made, and 
the H wanting before Rex, and the dots betwn. the letters, on the reverse side, 
larger than on good Guineas. — Date 1706. 

George Ill's Guineas. — Another sort. The head faint, and thick in the middle, 
and very broad, yet the letters seem cut in two, as a diminished guinea. — Date 1771. 

George Ill's Half-Guineas. — The harp on the reverse side no cross-bars on, but 
quite plain, the 17 in the date scarce legible. — Date 1769." 

According to the Leeds Mercury for Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1773 : — " We hear from 
Boston, in Lincolnshire, that the merchants and principal traders there are come to a 
resolution to take all Portugal Money, as well as the Coin of our kingdom, not 
wanting more than as under specified : — s. d. 

Three pound -twelves 2 o 

Thirty-six shilling pieces i 6 

Moidores 

Guineas 

Eighteen -shilling pieces 
Half- Moidores 
Half-Guineas 

And in consideration of the great scarcity of Silver, to take nine-shilling, six and 
ninepenny, five and threepenny, and four and sixpenny pieces without reserve, if 
the same be Gold." 

In connection with the trouble caused not only by counterfeit Money, but also 
for want of a proper Coinage both as regards reliability and quantity the same paper 
informs us — (Tuesday, Sepr. 28, 1773) :— "At a time when the tradiug part of this 
country is in the greatest distress for want of a proper circulation of Gold Coin, it is 
much to he lamented that good old Guineas, wh. only want a penny or two-pence 
of 203., and wh. have never been diminished, shd. be formally refused, and given to 
the merciless shears.* To cure this great inconvenience, we hear that the gentlemen, 
tradesmen, &c. of Bradford, have lately had a meeting, when it was unanimously 
agreed, to take all old Guineas that are good gold, and that weigh igs. gd. wh. is 
ijd. under the real value, provided the towns of Leeds, Wakefield, Halifax, &c. wd. 
consider to do the same ; as by this means a considerable quantity of cash may be 
kept in the country, wh. otherwise must inevitably be cliptf and sent to the Bank." 

■ t Referring to the method adopted by the Bank of England of clipping, ia. cutting into 

the coin up to about half the diameter, all coins which were recmved ander weight. 
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" Orders are sent to the Collectors of the Customs, Excise, &c., to continue 
taking light gold in payment for duties, at the rate of £^ 17s. lod. halfpenny per 
ounce, till the 21st of October." 

" A Gentleman from Halifax says, his neighbours, the Clippers, are now turned 
Coiners, and that one of them had bought his tenant's cheese, and paid for it in new 
money, wh., being tried by a hydrostatic balance, proved a counterfeit," — Luds 
Mercury, Tuesday, Deer. 14th, 1773. 

!n the same paper a fortnight later (Dec. 28th, 1773): — "Notwithstanding the 
number of guineas and half-guineas that have lately been cut for being short of 
weight, and paid to the different receivers of his Majesty's revenue, we are authorised 
to assure the public that there is still remaining an incredible number in the country, 
the possessors waiting an opportunity of getting them paid to some of the receivers 
of the revenue, that being the most advantageous way of disposing of them. — 
Astonishing it is what an amazing number of guineas, &c., have been diminished ; 
and to what situation the mercantile part of the nation, will, in a few months hence, 
be brought, we are at a loss to discover, if a speedy circulation of the new coin does 
not shortly relieve them from the distress in wh. they are at present involved : 
Time alone must show how this distress will end : for it not only restrains the trade 
of the subjects who reside here, but also the mariner, &c., who, from experience, can 
tell (though prior to the present hardships much cramped) how they now suffer in 
getting business done abroad. It is, therefore, absolutely for every friend to the 
community, to exert bis abilities to the utmost of his power, to check the cause of the 
present calamity, namely, the diminishing of the coin of this realm ; and magistrates 
shd. be particularly careful in punishing such offenders as are brought before them, 
with the greatest rigour." 



POCKET GUINEA AND SOVEREIGN BALANCES. 

To protect the public we now begin to hear of the introduction of pocket 
Guinea Weighing Balances. In the Leeds Mercury for Sept. 14, 1773 there is the 
following advertisement : — " Weights and Scales for Weighing Gold, made in 
the neatest and most Exact Manner, at Four Shillings and Six-pence a Sett, By 
DoLLiFP RoLLisoN, Clockmakerat Halton, near Leeds. Persons who buy to sell 
again, may be furnished with any Quantity on the Shortest Notice, and good 
Allowance made."* 

Probably other advertisements of these Balances will be found ; I have, however, 
not searched for them, but the above having been brought to my notice I have 
thought it worth insertion. 

' The following funny litUe episode relating to one of these Balances is told in the issue of the 
same paper for Dec. 28 of that year, — " Sunday Se'nnight a Cier^man in the North, remarkable for 
his modtraiioH in the tyth-laws, having left his sermon at home, dispatched the beadle for the same. 
who returned with a small parcel wmpped up in cloth : and the pastor, supposing it to be the 
discouise for the day, ascended the pulpit therewith, when, on opening the budget, he was not a little 
Confounded to find, instead of the sennon, A Shall Box with Gold Scales and Weights. — As 
time wontd not admit a ind messenger to go and return, the coDgr^^ation were dismissed with the 
usual beoediction.—fNtwcaslU CkranicU) ." 
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These Balances are interesting on account of the ingenuity displayed in their 
design and the compactness they exhibit when folded up. They are very common 
in the West Riding of Yorkshire but are probably to be found all over the country. 
I have several in my possession. Fig. 28 shows a typical Balance with the movable 
" turn " indicated by dotted lines. 




Fig. z8. — Bank field MuMum. 



The directions in the case are " The turn at the end for a guinea ; to the centre 
for half a guinea ; and the slide at the cypher, where it stops ; every stop nearer the 
centre is a farthing above the currency ; the divisions the 
other way are a penny each, for the light gold. — These 
: as accurate as the best of scales, more 
expeditious, portable, and not so liable to be out of 

Fig.29.— Slide on Balance order. [Price ] A. Wilkinson, Kirkby, near Liverpool," 

''^' ^ ■ and on the Box lid : " When you want to weigh 

quick, put the slide a farthing or two above weight, for safety ; and what gold will 
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Fig. 30. — Scale of Balance Fig. 28. 



not draw, may be tried afterwards with the slide at the cypher. These balances may 
be tried with sealed weights at any time, for the satisfaction of such as refuse to take 
money by them ; If they vary, they are soon brought to by the slide. Keep the 
machine (when open) as level as you can, lest you break the centre of the beam. 
Before you shut the box put up the scale." In the Chadwick Museum at Bolton 
there is a similar Balance by the same maker but fitted in a brass instead of a 
wooden box. Wilkinson afterwards removed to Ormskirk and marked his Balances 
" Ormskirk late of Kirkby." 

Stephen Houghton & Son, Ormskirk were the successors to A. Wilkinson. They 
produced a Sovereign and Half Sovereign Balance which but for this difference was the 
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same as Wilkinson's Guinea Balance. The wording on this Balance reads : " The turn 
at the end for a Sovereign ; — to the centre for Half a Sovereign, and the slide at the 
cipher, where it stops. Every stop nearer the centre is a farthing above the 
currency, the divisions the other way are a penny each for light gold." Then it has 
the same note as to the accuracy of the Balance and continues: "The Sovereign 
and Half Sovereign must draw the scale to the bottom and remain there, otherwise 
they are short of weight. Before you shut the box turn up the scale. Current 
Wts of Gold Coins Sovereign 5 dwt aj gr. Half Sovereign 2 dwt 13J gr." 



Fig. 3a- 



Houghton & Son also issued a similar Balance but with the turn in two 
parts as shown in Fig 32, the instructions in the Box lid being as follows ; " Both 
turns towards the centre for a seven shillings piece, the small turn thrown back for 
half a guinea, and both turns back for a guinea, with the slide at the cypher. The 
turns for a half sovereign, same as a half guinea, with the slide at } S ; and the turns 
for a sovereign same as a guinea, with the slide at S." 

In the Box Lid after the usual reference to the accuracy of the Balance the 
Current Weights of Gold Coins are given: 

Guinea ... ... ... ... 5 dwt. 8 gr. 

Half Guinea 



7 Shillings piece 
Sovereign 
Half Sovereign 



2i„ 

134.. 



A Balance identical with this in every respect except that the box is broader 
was issued by D. £. Grave & Son, Makers, London. 

Other makers, or copiers, or sellers, of this class of Pocket Balance were 
J. Waben no address, and T. Williams, Scale Maker, No. 71 Cannon Street, London. 
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It will no doubt strike the reader that this class of Balance was the foreninner of 
the Post Office Balance, but whether this is so I have not been able to ascertain. 
A development of this Balance is shewn in Fig. 53 where the " turns " have as substitute 
a small weight pan similar to the coin pan and instead of the weight being ascertained 




Pig. 33. — Id Ihe possession of Mr. H. P. Kendal. 



by the above described ingeniously arranged " turns" and slide, simple weights are used. 
To carry out the idea the support is lowered and the beain and its two attachments are of 
steel instead of brass, while the pans remain of brass. Of course the shortage 
cannot be so accurately guaged as with the previously described Balances. 




Pig. 34, — In York Museum. 
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Another Balance is shown in Fig 34 where the "turns" have as substitute a 
small circular pan which is prevented from bounding too much by a hinged thin brass 
plate A. ; it is provided with 2 weights for Sovereign and Half Sovereign respectively 
and a special space for the pan when the box is closed. The beam is of steel instead 




F'K' 35' — Balance Closed Up. 

of brass and so is the attachment but not the coin pan which as in the others is 
of brass. 

The average length of the cases when closed is 3^ inches ; that of Fig. 34 is 
6 inches; one in my possession which fits into a pocket utensil case is 4^ inches long. 



Fig. 36. — Primitive Guinea Balance made of Iron. 
In possession of the Author. Heighl of cenire post 

lain. 

Another form of Balance is shewn in Fig. 36. The gold piece to be tested is 
put on the pan ; if full weight it will by depressing the pan tilt up the weighted end. 
This balance cannot of course indicate how much the coin is under weight. 
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F'g- 37-— lo Yocl' Museum. 
In Fig. 37 we have an Iron Balance for weighing and gauging thickness and 
diameter of Guineas, Half Guineas and Third Guineas and is a development of the 
Balance shewn in Fig. 36. 




Balance. Fir. 38. 

Fig. 38 —In York Museum. 
We have in Fig. 38 a ery ingenious Balance for weighing Guineas, Half 
Guineas, and Third Guineas. The Vernier at the end can be moved forward and 
backward to weigh whichever coin is to be tested ; it also indicates how much the 
coin is short weight. 

Digitized by V. 
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Yet another form is shewn, Fig. 40, in " Simmond's Improved Sovereign Balance. 
To weigh and gauge Sovereigns and Half Sovereigns. Warranted Bushed with 
Steel. So exact that no counterfeit can possibly go through the Gauge. Sufficient 
Weight to turn the Balance." This Balance gauges weight, diameter and thickness 
but does not indicate the amount of short weight. 




Fig. 40. — Length 4 inches, Baokfield Museum. 



Lastly we have in Fig. 41, a Brass Sovere^n and Half Sovereign Balance with 
gauge. 




Fig. 41. — Lenftlh 3g inctkes. In the Author's possession. 



THOMAS CLAYTON. 



The difficulty apparently of convicting must have led the coiners to run the risk 
otherwise we can hardly account for the stream of bad coins in circulation. Even 
those who had once been frightened by a warrant seemed to have gone back tb their 
old practises as soon as they thought the danger of apprehension was over. For 
instance : — " In the year 1769 an Information was made agt, Thomas Clayton for 
diminishing the Coin, a warrt. was issued, and he was advertized, but could not be 
apprehended ; after the Genl. Gaol Delivery at York, he retd. home and there 
remained for some time, thinking all prosecution (on yt. acct.) at an end. Abt. 
Xmas. last, an Information was made agt. him for uttering bad silver, a warrant 
issued and he was taken, and a committment made to carry him to York Castle ; 
When he was before the Justices he wanted to make Information of the Murder and 
Robbery of Dighton, but Simpson the Bailiff told the Justices it was not proper and 
Clayton was brot. to Bradford, as Simpson alleged he would be safer with him than 
in the Common prison, the Constables committed Clayton to his care from whom he 
made his escape in a very surprizing manner (Sam. Lister's letter to Richard Wilson 
in Leeds 31 June 1774)." 

This fellow's arrest was brought about accidentally and is thus recorded in the 
York Cotirant for the 4th Jan. 1774: — "On the 17th ult. one Wm. Sunderland, of 
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Bradford, in this County, was committed to the House of Correction at Wakefield, 
by Col. Wickham, for uttering counterfeit Silver Coin. On his Examination before 
the Colonel, he said that he received the Silver from one Thomas Clayton, of Turvin, 
near Halifax, who was the same day apprehended, when i6 Counterfeit shillings 
were found upon him. A Mittimus was thereupon made out for his Commitment to 
the Castle here, but on Monday he found Means to make his Escape from the Bailiff 
with his Irons on, and has not since been heard of. — -This Clayton, of Turvin, was 
one of those Rascals so often advertised in the Papers some years ago, charged with 
counterfeiting and diminishing the Gold Coin of this Realm." His Escape called 
forth the following advertisement in the Leeds Mercury for Tuesday Jan. 18, 17741 — 
"Whereas Thomas Clayton, late of Turvin, in the township of Sowerby, in the 
Parish of Halifax, Stuff-maker, aged about 45, and about 5ft. 7in. high, slenderly 
made, round -shouldered, thinnish visaged, light -coloured Hair bald on the Top of his 
Head, and a fair Complexion, did, on the 21st Day of December last, betwixt the 
Hours of 2 and 4 in the Morning, escape from Francis Simpson, Bailiff at Bradford, 
in whose Custody he was then under Commitment to York Castle. These are 
therefore to give Notice, That whoever shall apprehend and deliver the said Thomas 
Clayton to the Constables of Bradford, shall receive of them a Reward of Ten 
Guineas." The same paper also records the arrest of Normanton on the loth of Jan. 
who was taken up on a charge of coining. 

On the 28th April 1774 Thos. Clayton was re-arrested, this time at Liverpool — 
(York Courant 3 May 1774). He was "closely confin'd by himself and no Person 
suffer'd to visit him without the Governors Knowledge (York Courant 10 May 1774). 
There were now committed to York Castle : — " Thomas Clayton, late of Sowerby, 
Weaver, charged with having in his Custody a quantity of base and counterfeit 
shillings, and uttering and paying the same, knowing them to be base and counterfeit, 
from which commitment he escapied the 20th December last ; Thomas Spencer, 
charged with paying divers sums of money for the murder of Mr. William Deighton, 
late of Halifax, and also with laying wait in the night-time, with intent to shoot or 
kill the said Mr. Deighton, and with aiding and assisting in the said murder on the 
9th of November, 1769 ; Robert Tommis, and Matthew Norminton, charged with 
the robbery of Mr. William Deighton aforesaid, on the 9th of November 1769 — 
(Leeds Mercury, 10 May 1774)." 

With his second arrest Clayton appears to have thought the game was up, and 
that to save his own neck he had better let his quondam friends get hanged, and so 
on the 30th May, 1774, Colonel Wickham writes from Cottingley to "Mr. Parker in 
person or to Mrs. Parker Halifax," as follows : — " Mr. Wickhams Comp'ts. to 
Mr. Parker, inclos'd he sends Him the three Informations, ot Clayton, Thomas, and 
Spencer being all Mr. W. took, Normington remaining obstinately silent, or utterly 
denying the Accusations, The former Informations against Clayton were sent to 
York, before the last Assizes. Don't you think Isaac Hartley ought to be appre- 
hended immediately ? Excuse haste." 

" The Information of Thomas Clayton of Sowerby, in the parish of Halifax in the 
County of York, Weaver, taken upon Oath before me, one of His Majesty's Justices 
of the Peace for the s'd. Riding, this 2nd day of May, 1 774. 

Who saith that on the 9th day of November, 1769, some time in the Afternoon 
he went into the house of Matthew Normington of Sowerby afores'd weaver, who 
was near Neighbour to this Informant and the s'd Normington and Robert Tommis 
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of Wadfeworth, weaver, were then together in s'd Normington's house, and on this 
iDformant seeing two guns or pieces of guns reared up in the chimney this Informant 
asked Normington and Tommis what they were about to do with these Guns, and 
they said these Guns where to shoot Mr. Dighton with, for which they were to have 
a Hundred Pound reward, and further said that they had been once or twice before 
with intent to have shot him, but had not met with him, and then they asked this 
Informant to go along with them and to kill him, which he then said he wou'd not 
do, but at night they cali'd upon this Informant and persuaded him to go along with 
them, and after they had charged the Guns with Powder and Sluggs, Robert 
Tommis held a poke and the s'd Normington put both the guns into it and s'd 
Tommis took them upon his back and Normington took a Powder Horn to prime 
with in his pockett, and they went altogether to a place near s'd Mr. Dighton's 
House cail'd Bull Close in Halifax where three Lanes meet and which this Informant 
believes is cail'd the top of Bull Close Lane, and that when they got there s'd 
Tommis took one Gun and stood with this Inform'!, in a Close on the upper side of 
the Lane, and said Normington took the other Gun and stood in a Close on the 
other side of the Lane opposite to two gates which open'd out of the s'd Closes into 
the Lane where they expected Mr. Deighton would pass in his way Home from 
Halifax, and saith they got to the place mentioned about Eleven o'clock at Night, 
and that about an hour after they got there Mr. Deighton came up the Lane and as 
soon as he had passed by the gate on the low side of the Lane leading from Bull 
Close to the Turnpike Road betwixt Halifax and King Cross at which Gate said 
Normington stood, Normington who was close to the Gate fired his Gun and s'd 
Tommis who stood dose to the Gate on the other side of the Lane snapp'd his Gun 
but it did not fire, that being moonlight He saw Mr. Deighton immediately fall down 
in the Lane, about ten yards from Him, and then the said Tommis and Normington 
both jump'd over the gate or wall and ran to him and both struck him with the butt 
end of their guns and Tommis said he was near dead and then this Informant saw 
them search his Breeches Pocketts and Normington said He had little or no money 
about him for he had only found either two Shilhngs or two Guineas, and then they 
came over the wall to this Informant in the Close, and they all went over the Fences 
and Closes without keeping any road, till they came to Warley Edge and then 
Normington said he wou'd look at the money they had taken from Deighton and 
puil'd it out and shew'd it to this Informant and Tommis and this Informant then 
said He thought one was a Guinea, and saith that when they got to Boy Bridge at 
Luddenden Foot said Normington and Tommis threw both guns into boy mill Dam, 
that the next morning about 7 o'clock he found them in bed together at Normington's 
House, that after they got up and were set by the fire, Normington put his hand in 
his pockett and puil'd out the money he said they had taken from Mr. Deighton 
and there was a Guinea and a Shilling, and He said that was what they had taken 
out of Mr. Deighton's pocketts, but he was not worth picking for it. And this 
Informant further saith that he has since that time heard s'd Normington and 
Tommis say that they had rec'd the Hundred Pounds for Killing s'd Deighton, of 
Thomas Spencer, of New House in Sowerby, Weaver, which money this Informant 
has heard and believes was rais'd by subscription. And this Informant further saith 
that He saw the said Thomas Spencer pay two guineas to Matt'w Normington which 
Spencer said He might take in part of the Hundred Pounds they were to have for 
Killing Mr. Deighton, and in a day or two he shou'd have some more. 
Sworn before me Hen : Wickham." 
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CONFESSION OF ROBERT THOMAS. 

"WestRidiDgi The Examination and Voluntary Confession of Robert Tommisof 
of I Sowerby in the said Riding, Weaver, taken by one of His Majesty's 

Yorkshire. ) Justicesof the Peace, for the said Riding this Third day of May, 1774. 
Who saith that about the 30th or 31st of October 1769 Thomas Spencer of 
Sowerby, Weaver, came to this Examinanl and Matthew Normington who were 
thrashing corn at Thomas Clayton's in Sowerby and said, he hada Jobbon foot, and if 
they wou'd undertake it there wou'd be a good reward for them, no money wou'd be 
wanting, and if they would go with him that afternoon to the bottom of HoUing Hey 
Bank, he would fetch Isaac Hartley who then lived at Elsingbrough Hall in the 
parish of Halifax aforesaid, weaver, to talk with them about it, and accordingly 
they met Isaac Hartley and Thomas Spencer at the place appointed, and Isaac 
Hartley said if the Jobb cou'd be done (vizt.) Mr. Dighton killed, he would insure 
One Hundred Pounds reward, he wou'd go amongst his friends and see what he- 
could get amongst them, and he wou'd make up the rest, and Normington said they 
could not go about it without money, and Isaac Hartley then gave Normington a 
guinea in the presence of this Examinant, and said he would send some firelocks by 
Spencer, and, accordingly the same night about 6 or 7 o'clock, said Spencer brought 
two guns or pieces of guns, and 2 pistols with some gunpowder and some Sluggs, and 
that night said Tommis, Normington and Spencer all went to Halifax in order to 
meet with and kill Mr, Dighton, and that they got there about 7 o'clock, that they 
stay'd a little in a Close near Mr. Dighton's House, but did not meet with him that 
night ; That on Saturday night following, being the 4th of November, they all three 
went again, but did not meet him the 2nd time. That on the Monday following 
being the 6th of November, said Isaac Hartley met with his Examinant and Spencer 
and asked how they had gone on, and they told him that they had been, but had not 
met with said Dighton, and the guinea which said Hartley gave to Normington, 
being then spent. They then told Hartley of it, and Hartley then gave this 
Examinant another guinea on the same account ; and wanted them to get forward 
with the Jobb, and said if Dighton went on, there would be no living ; That in the 
Afternoon of the 6tU of Novr. said Spencer, Normington and this Examinant all 
went to Hallifax in order to enquire when Dighton wou'd be from home, that they 
cou'd meet with him. That on Wednesday, 8th of Nov. 1769, said Spencer brought 
a guinea, which he said he had received of Isaac Hartley, and said Spencer said that 
said Hartley was angry that the jobb was not done, that they then dealt the guinea 
amongst them. That on Thursday the gth of November 1769 in the morning 
Normington went to Halilax to enquire where Dighton was, and he brought word 
that Dighton was gone to Bradford, and the two guns or pieces of guns being in 
Normington's Chamber he brought down about 6 o'clock that Evening and put them 
in a poke which this Examinant held till Normington put them in, and that said 
Normington and this Examinant had each of them a pistol, that they loaded both 
the pistols and guns with gunpowder and sluggs before the guns were put into the 
poke, and then they all went to a Close near said Mr. Dighton's House called Bull 
Close in Halifax, and said Spencer was to have gone with them but was detained at a 
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Goose Feast at Mytham royd Ridge, that Normington stood for some time on one 
side of the Lane and this Examinant and Clayton on the other, but after some time 
this Examinant went over to said Normington and then Mr Dighton came up the 
Lane, and said Normington hred his gun, and this Examinant struck a Icnife on his 
Gun Barrel, but did not 6re his gun, and that said Dighton fell on his Face in the 
Lane and Normington and this Examinant then went to him and after turning him 
over, the said Normington robh'd him, and took his money out of his Breeches 
pockets, and the next morning Normington said there was only four guineas of it 
and gave this Examinant two guineas for his share — That they carried the guns and 
pistols back with them and hid them in a stone heap in the bottom of one of said 
Clayton's Closes — That on the Sunday night following Spencer came to this 
Examinants House, and told him there was bad news for this Examinant and 
Normington, they would be taken up, but if they were hard nobody could hurt them, 
and then gave a guinea to this Examinant for going with Normington to kill Dighton 
and said that there would be some more for him as soon as Isaac Hartley had been 
amongst his friends, and Spencer then said that Luke Dewhurst and Jonathan Bolton 
had each promised Twenty Pounds upon the death of Mr. Dighton — ^That after this 
Examinant and said Normington were sent to York Castle, said Spencer brought 8 
guineas which he gave to David Hartley and said David Hartley gave part of it to 
Normington and said Normington gave part of it to this Examinant, and the said 
Spencer asked what was [*? become of the guns] and they told him where they were, and 
said Sp>encer afterwards told this Examinant that he and Isaac Hartley had broke 
them in pieces and thrown them into the river Calder, that this Examinant believes 
his wife received some money of said Isaac Hartley's wife on same account, but how 
much he cannot tell. 

Taken before me Hen. Wickkam. his 

ROBT. X TOMMIS 

mark." 

CONFESSION OF THOMAS SPENCER. 

"TheExaminationand Voluntary Confession of Thomas Spencer of Newhouse in 
Warley in the Parish of Halifax in the sd. Riding Weaver taken before me one of his 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the sd. Riding this 3rd Day of May 1774 : — 

Who saith that about the latter end of September or beginning of October 1769. 
Isaac Hartley of Elfinbrough Hall in the Parish of Halifax told this Examinant that 
if there was such a thing as having Mr. Deighton Killed there would be a great 
Reward for it, and there upon this Examinant mentioned it to Robert Tommis of 
Wadsworth Weaver and Matthew Normington of Sowerby Weaver, and they said it 
should be done, but they would know what Sum and where the Tools were to come 
^m, which this Examinant told sd. Isaac Hartley, who said, he would find Tools 
and Money to supply theni with whilst they were doing of it, and he would make up 
the Money a hundred Pounds, and accordingly said Hartley brought two Guns 
or pieces of Guns to this Examinant who carried them to said Normington's, And 
further saith that about a Week or ten Days before Mr. Deighton was murdered this 
Examinant, said Tommis and Normington went twice to a Place near the House of 
• [Torn.] 
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the said Mr. Deighton in the Night time and took the sd. Guns or pieces of Guns and 
two Pistols all loaded with Gunpowder and Sluggs, with intent to shoot or kill Mr. 
DeightoD, that they stood in a Close adjoining upon a lane where they expected 
Mr. Deighton would come in his way home, for about an Hour each time, but he did 
not come either Night, that on the 9th Novr,, 1769, Robt. Tommis came to this 
Examinant at Mytham Royd Bridge and told this Examinant they were for going 
again that Night and said he might go along with him which he promised to do, but 
did not, that betwixt the ist and and time of their going with intent to meet with 
and Kill Mr. Deighton sd. Isaac Hartley gave this Examinant a Guinea to supply 
them with Money till such time as the Murder was committed that in a Night or two 
after the Murder was committed on Detghtou, Isaac Hartley gave this Examinant 
three Guineas more on the same Account in part, of the Hundred Pounds, which he 
said they might divide amongst this Examinant sd. Tommis and Normington which 
they accordingly did that after said Tommis and Normington were gone to York the 
sd. Isaac Hartley gave this Examinant 9 or 10 Guineas to carry to his Brother 
David Hartley then in York Castle for him to pay to said Normington and Tommis 
in further part of the^ioo which they were to have for Killing of Mr. Deighton. 
Taken before me Hen. Wickham. Thomas Spencer." 



GOVERNMENT CORRESPONDENCE. 

It would appear that before these Confessions were made the Government, no 
doubt acting on information supplied to them by Mr. Parker or others interested, 
was already moving once again to get the murderers of Mr. D^hton punished when 
the following correspondence passed. 

Lord Apsley to Lord [?] My dear Lord, 

" It L*; some time since I put into your Lordship's hands by the desire 
of the Marquis of Rockingham a Letter concerning some people taken up in 
Yorkshire for the murder and robbery of an Exciseman, who had been very busy in 
detecting the debasers of our Coin. I recommended it to your Lordship's considera- 
tion whether it would not be proper for Government to take up the prosecution. 
The Marquis spoke to me today about it and wishes you would be so good as to 
return the letter to him, and at the same time inform him whether it will be made a 
public prosecution, and what orders he shall give about it. Be so good my Lord as 
to write to the Marquis, that he may see I executed the Commission he intrusted me 
with. I am My Lord 

May 30th 1774. Your Lordship's Most feuthful and obedient servt., 

Apsley.* 

Lord Rockingham to Lord ? 

" My Lord, 

Mr. Wilson the Recorder of Leeds, who I hope is still in London, gave 
me the Letter and desired me to consult the Lord Chancellor and also to lay the 
matter before Your Lordship for order that the Prosecution might be properly 
carried on by Government. 

* This letter and all the subsequent documents printed up to and including the Evidence 
against Thomas and Normington are transcribed from ihe " State Papers Domestic George HI. 
Bundle 87 May-July 1774 " in the Record Office, London. 
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I wish Your Lordship may be able to find the Letter, as it contained many 
circumstaDces and of which perhaps the Recorder Wilson may not have a proper 
recollectioD of. 

I have taken the liberty of transmitting Your Lordship's letter to Mr. Wilson and 
if he is still in town, I have desired he would wait upon Your Lordship, that Every 
l^al and proper step may be taken in order to bring to Justice the perpetrators of 
the murder and robbery. 

I intend being in London on Tuesday or Wednesday and will do myself the 
honor of calling upon Your Lordship. 

I am My Lord with great Truth and Regard 

Your Lordship's most obedient and most humble Servant 
Wimbledon, Sunday M, ye 5th 1774. Rockingham." 

LetterfromMr. ListertoMr.Rich'd Wilson, Esqr., in Cecile Street, No. 9, London. 
" Sir, 

Inclosed I have sent you the Information of Clayton, and the Confessions 
ofTommis and Spencer: — Clayton I am told stands indicted fordominishingthe gold 
coin, and Mr. Chamberlaine the Sollr. to the Mint is proceeding to outlaw him, 
unless Clayton's being in gaol prevents him : Normington and Tommis have both 
been try'd for the murder and acquitted and I fear it is to late to have an Appeal 
against their Acquittal and unless they can be tryd. again for the murder, neither 
Isaac Hartley, nor the Subscribers towards raising the 100' for the murder of 
Mr. Dighton can be come at as accessoryes, I think Isaac Hartley is as bad as 
Normington, and the robbery was dependant upon the fact which he advised, vlzt., 
the murder to which he was accessary. I think the information of Clayton, and 
Tommis' Confession will be sufficient to convict Normington, who actually shot 
Mr. Dighton, but I fear the Evidence of Clayton will not be sufficient without some 
corroborating witness, which 1 think Spencer is able to be if he will, and if so both 
Normington and Tommis I hope may be convicted of the robbery. I am declining 
business, yet I shall always be ready to lend any assistance in my power to serve the 
Publick, Especially in cases of this kind, and I shall (as Atly.) be willing to assist in 
these prosecutions at York if requested, and am, 

S' Y' very Hble. Servant, 
Horton, June loth, 1774- Sam Lister." 

Letter from Mr. Lister to Sir Stanier Porter at Lord Rochford's, Cleveland Row. 
"Sir, 

I have written to Mr. Lister to meet me on Tuesday next at Leeds, 
when I hope to have a more precise detail of ye Affair, I had ye honor of waiting 
upon you about ys morning, will send you all ys particulars relating to ys cruel 
affair yt I can come at by ye next post. 

I have ye honour to be 

Sir, yr. most obedient humble Servt., 
i6tb June, 1774, P.M. Ric. Wilson." 

Letter from Mr. Wilson to Lord Rochford. 
" My Lord, 

1 have ye honor of transmitting to your Lordship, ye papers which I 
have bad from Mr. Lister relating to ye murder and robbery of Mr. Dighton in 1769, 
ye Examinations of yt year were taken by Colonel Wickham, to these I have taken 
ye Liberty to add a short introductory state of ye affair and copies of the Informations 
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of Joseph Broadbent and John Sladin taken by Mr. Horton in 1771 upon which 
warrants were granted, but ye persons accused abiconded, could not be apprehended. 

If Mr. Attorney General thinks there is mre. enough to found a Prosecution 
upon or wd. have any of ye persons named in ye Informations taken up, I believe 
they may be now come at. 

If ye Crown is advised to carry on a Prosecution, I could wish Mr, Lister was 
Employed in carrying on ye same in the country or at least as an Assistant. 
I have ye Honour to be My Lord, 

Yr. Lordships most obedient Servant, 
Leeds, 30th June, 1774. Ric. Wilson," 

Enclosure Mr. Lister's Account of the Murder. 

" The gold coin having been debased and diminished by a set of miscreants 
residing on the Borders of Yorkshire and Lancashire to an amazing degree, the 
Gentlemen of both Counties, in 1769, concerted measures for giving a check to this 
practice, and amongst others, Mr, Lister, of Horton, near Bradford, a Gentleman of 
great probity and Honour, and an Active Justice of the Peace for the West Riding of 
the County of York was very assiduous in his endeavours to detect the offenders, and 
took many Informations against them ; but to prevent the substance of such 
Informations from transpiring, employed Mr. S. Lister, the writer of the letters 
which accompany this, and who was a near relation of his, to write many of 
such Informations in preference to his own clerk. 

At the same time Mr. Dighton, Supervisor of Excise at Halifax, nearer the 
scene of action, was making the like enquiry, and for the better concealing what 
intelligence he got, carried the witnesses to be examined before a Justice of the Peace 
in the County of Lancaster; but these transactions getting wind drew the 
resentment of these Offenders upon Mr, Dighton who was afterwards murdered In 
the manner the enclosed Examinations set forth, and Thomas and Normington some 
time after were committed for the Murder to York Castle, in the meantime the 
Country suffered the loss of that valuable Magistrate, the said Mr. Lister, and his 
papers not being kept with such Secrecy as in his lifetime, the Friends of the 
Prisoners got copies of the Examinations, or otherwise became possessed of the 
evidence to be adduced against the Prisoners, so that when they came upon their 
Tryal they were acquitted : it has since been discovered that at the time of 
committing the said murder, they robbed Mr. Dighton of what cash and other 
valuables he had about him ; and they have been tidcen up and again committed to 
York Castle, upon the Information of Thomas Clayton ; and it is hoped tho' acquitted 
of the Murder, may yet be tried for robbery and that there is sufficient evidence to 
convict them of the robbery. 

In the year 1771, Sladdin and Broadbent's Informations were taken by Mr. 
Horton, of Holroyd, and warrants granted thereupon, but without effect, the offenders 
having got wind of the affair and absconded, so that they could not be apprehended. 

"Clayton since he was last apprehended has made the Information enclosed agt. 
Normington, Tommis and Spencer who with him are in York Castle. Isaac Hartley 
who is not yet apprehended I think is the worst amongst them, but I fear cannot be 
come at unless a principal is convicted of the murder — Tommis and Normington 
cannot be tryd. again for the murder. Clayton is the informer: would it be proper 
for Clayton to be convicted of the murder, and have the King's pardon, and then make 
htm a witness again Isaac Hartley and all those subscribers for the murder of Dighton 7 
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Would il not be proper to apprehend SladiD : see his InformatioD which in part 
con6nns Clayton's, 

Clayton was absconded when the rest of the Coiners were apprehended in 1769, 
and tho' few prosecutions were carried on against those who were apprehended, 1 am 
told that Mr. Sollr. to The Mint preferred an Indictment against Clayton, and is now 
proceeding to an outlawry which should be put a stop to if he is to be made use of as 
a witness at ye Assizes. 

The robbery was in consequence of the fact which Isaac Hartley advised, but I 
fear that will not be sufficient in this case to make him an accessory of the robbery, 
Sladin proves that Isaac Hartley offered the murderers and him too Gs. to murder 
Oighton, and that he heard Nortnington say they had IdJled Dighton, and that 
Tommis did not deny it, but said if it had not been for Isaac Hartley's offering the 
money he had been in bed with his Family, and that he saw Hartley give Normington 
some money the day after the murder was committed. 

Simpson the Bailiff is bound in 40I. to appear at the next York Assizes. Will 
it be necessary to prove how Dighton was found murdered, and that he had no 
money in his pockets when found ? Several persons saw him and where the slugg 
entered his head. 

Would it be proper to send for Clayton's wife, as she probably has heard them 
all tell all the murder and the robl^ry ? I think Spencer, who is in the Castle, can 
tell the subscribers if he will, and if the Confession of Tommis be true, Spencer can 
inform against Dewhirst and Jonathan Bolton, two of the Subscribers. 

If Normington and Tommis are both tried for the robbery will the Evidence of 
Clayton and Spencer be sufRcient to convict them ; or what proof will be necessary 
as no person but these three were about at the robbery ? 

Would it be proper to issue warrants agt. all the persons they mention in their 
Informations, particularly Sladin, Thomas Broadbent, Jas. Walton, Jno. Walton, 
Jas. Lord, and Jas. Rhodes, all mentioned in the Informations and Confessions, to 
see if anything can be got out of them to corroborate at least Clayton's Evidence ? 
Should some person be sent to Spencer at York Castle ? I think he will confess 
something more, both respecting the robbery and the Subscriliers. 

It will not be possible to prove that a robbery was committed, except by Clayton 
and Tommis, but perhaps it may be proved that there was no money in his pockets 
when he was lound, to confirm Clayton's evidence. 

The widow of Mr. Dighton is removed from Halifax, and I know not to what 

place ; but was she here she could prove no more than that she had no money 

Port... 

If the Justices were to meet Mr. Wilson and send for some of the per 

have mentioned, perhaps some further discovery might be made. 

Sr., On the other side I have mentioned everything that occurs to me relating to 
the Murder and robbery of Dighton. Please to excuse bad writing. 
June arst, 1774. and am, Sr. Yr. Honble Servt. 

Sam Lister. 

In those large sums which were expended in the prosecution of the Coiners, I 
had no part except 4 Gs. for my expenses at York, being sent for by Mr. 
Chamberlayne by order of the Judge, when David Hartley and another was tryed 
and convicted, to give an account of all the Informations which 1 had taken, and 
about which I spent some weeks, and for which, as well as the money 1 had paid out 
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of my own pocket I never reed. id. yet. I was 8 Gs. out of pocket the money which 
was cut and kept to produce against the then prisoners, and which I believe Mr. 
Chamberlayne took." 

With the latest information against Thomas and Normanton before them the 
Law Officers of the Crown appear to have gradually come to the conclusion that 
these two men could now be proceeded against for the robbery of Mr. Deighton. 
I^rd Rochford to The Attorney General. 

St. James's, gtb July, 1774- 
" Mr. Attorney General. 

Sir, 

Application having been made that the King would be pleased to give 
orders for the prosecution of Robert Thomas and Matthew Norniinton, Prisoners at 
present in York Castle for the robbery of Mr. Dighton who was robbed and murdered in 
the year 1 769 at the time that he was Supervisor of Excise at Halifax, and endeavouring 
to detect those offenders who were then suspected of debasing the gold coin, I send 
you herewith several papers and copies of Examinations taken upon oath in 1771 by 
Mr. Horton of Holroyd, and of others by Colonel Wickham this year. They have 
been transmitted to me by Mr. Wilson of Leeds, with his enclosed letter dated the 
30th past, and 1 am commanded to signify to you His Majesty's pleasure that you 
should take the necessary steps for prosecuting in the most effectual manner and at 
the expense of the Crown the said Tommis and Normington for the said offence, as 
also of any other person or persons who shall appear to have been concerned therein. 

I am, &c., Rochford."* 

The Attorney General to the Right Honorable The Earl of Rochford, One of 
His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State. 
" My Lord, 

Application having been made to His Majesty to give orders for the 
prosecution of Robert Tommis and Matthew Normington Prisoners at present in 
York Castle, for the Robbery of Mr, Dighton who was robbed and murdered in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and sixty nine, at the time he was Supervisor of 
Excise at Halifax, and endeavouring to detect those offenders who were then 
suspected of debasing the gold coin. And your Lordship having been pleased to 
send me several papers and copies of Examinations taken upon Oath in One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventyone, by Mr. Horton of Holroyd, and of 
others by Colonel Wickham this year, which have been transmitted to Your Lordship 
by Mr. Wilson of Leeds, with his inclosed Letter dated the thirtieth past. 

And Your Lordship having been further pleased to signify to Me His Majesty's 
Pleasure that I should take the Necessary Steps for prosecuting, in the most effectual 
manner, and at the expense of the Crown, the said Tommis and Normington for the 
said olTeuce and also of any other Person or Persons who shall appear to have been 
concerned therein. 

I have, in obedience to His Majesty's Commands, given directions for the 
prosecutions of Tommis, But as the case does not afford room for the prosecution of 
Normington, I humbly conceive that it would better answer His Majesty's Royal 
purpose of doing that Justice which so atrocious an occasion calls for, to forbear the 
prosecution of Normington at present. 



■ Home Office Papers, Law Officers' Entry. Book, 1763-1793, p 24. 
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All which is humbly submitted to Your Lordship. 
1 am, My Lord, with perfect respect, 
i6th July, 1774. Your Lordship's Most humble and obedient servant 

E. Thurlow [Attorney General] .'" 



THOMAS AND NORMANTON CHARGED WITH ROBBING DEIGHTON. 

On Saturday the i6th July 1774 the Assizes were opened at York, by Mr. 
Justice Gould and Mr. Justice Buckstone, before whom the following Prisoners 
[amongst others] were to take their trials ; — 

Thomas Clayton, charged upon the Oath of Wm. Simpson, of Bradford, with 
having in his custody a quantity of base and counterfeit shillings, and uttering and 
paying the same, knowing them to be base and counterfeit. 

Thomas Spencer, charged upon Oath by Thomas Clayton with paying divers 
sums of money for the Murder of Mr. Wm. Deighton, late of Hx, and also with 
lying in wait in the night-time with intent to shoot or kill the sd. Mr. Deighton, and 
being aiding and assisting in the said Murder, on the 9th Novr. 1769. 

Robert Tommis and Matthew Norminton, charged upon Oath by Thomas 
Clayton aforesaid, with the robbery of Mr, Deighton (Leeds Mercury 19th July 1774). 

In the York Castle Records, Minute Book for the Northern Circuit General 
Gaol Delivery for Yorkshire held on Saturday i6th July 1774 the charge is as 
follows; "Thursday afternoon Present Mr. Justice Blackstone, Robert Thomas 
or«ise Robert Tommis for feloniously assaulting William Dighton in the King's 
Highway at the Parish of Halifax in Co. of York the 9th day of November 1769 and 
taking from his person Four Guineas i^ainst his Will and violently in the Highway 
aforesaid putting him in fear his property." 

"Thomas Spencer, charged upon Oath by Thomas Clayton, with paying 
divers sums of money for the murder of Mr. Wm. Deighton, late of Halifax, and also 
with lying in wait in the night time with intent to shoot or kill the sd. Mr, 
Deighton, and being aiding and assisting in the sd. murder, on the gth of Novr., 
1769, was admitted evidence against Thomas." 

(Leeds Mercury July 26 1774) — ^" The assizes closed on the 25th July when 
Tommis was sentenced to be banged. 

In the Gaol Book the sentence is recorded as follows : — 

To be hanged in I Robert Thomas I Guilty Highway 
Chains at Beacon otherwise Robert Robbery to 

Hill near Halifax | Tommis | be hanged." 

On Saturday August 6th 1774 he was executed at Tyburn near York. " His 
body was the same day brought to Leeds in his irons and on Sunday was carried to 
Birstall, and on Monday hung up on the Beacon Hill, the most conspicuous place 
about Halifax, and iu full view of the town. It was rumoured in Halifax that he 
would be brought there late on Sunday evening, on which account an innumerable 
multitude assembled, in order, as supposed, to have prevented his being put up ; but 
about midnight, their patience being exhausted, they almost all went home, and the 
officers, entering the town about four yesterday morning, the whole business was 
done by six without the least opposition. The gibbet whereon he is hung is strongly 
over-laid with iron, and, what is a little remarkable, his chains are so contrived that 
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his right hand points at the very place where the robbery was committed {Leeds 
Mercury, 9 Aug. 1774}. 

According to the York Courant of gth Aug, 1774 Thomas on the Wednesday 
previous to his execution, that is on the 3rd Aug., confessed to his crime in the 
presence of William Lister, William Sharrow and Thomas Sutton. But the 
following is what was circulated at the time : — 

" The following Confession was made by Robert Thomas, At^st 5, 1774, to the 
Revd. William Dade, the Evening before the said Robert Thomas was executed at 
Tyburn near York. 

Thomas Clayton and his Wife, Mathew Normanton, Isaac Hartley, and 
Thomas Spencer, were the Persons who prevailed upon me to undertake the Murder 
of Mr. Dighton. In October, 1769, Thomas Spencer first made the Proposal to me, 
about a Month before the Murder was committed, and he was the most active Person 
in the whole affair. There was many who contributed Money for this wicked 
Purpose; I remember that Abraham Lumb. a Farmer, and a Man of Property, in 
the Township of Sowerby, promised to give Ten Pounds. Luke Dewkurst, of the 
said Township promised Twenty Pounds. Jonathan Bolton, of Errinden, in the 
Parish of Halifax, Twenty Pounds more. David Hartley promised Twenty 
Pounds, and by way of Encouragement his Brother Isaac Hartley gave his Word 
that he would make up the Sum One Hundred Pounds. I have often heard John 
WiLCocK, a Farmer of Errinden, within the Parish of Halifax, wish that any Body 
would Murder Mr. Dighton, and Daniel Greenwood, of the same Parish said, he 
would give all the encouragement in his Power to carry the Scheme into Execution. 

On the Evening the Murder was committed, Mathew Normanton and myself 
called at Joshua Shaw's, and drank pretty freely before we set forward to shoot 
Mr. Dighton, it might be about Ten o'clock, we both directed our Pieces at him 
that moment he appeared mine missed fire, but Normanton's went off and shot him 
dead on the spot ; I said I was afraid he had Killed the wrong Man ; we accordingly 
leap'd over the Wall upon the Road, when Normanton said 'damm him, be is the 
right one,' and immediately he rifled his Pockets. We then went to Matthew's 
House, and his Wife said, we were brave Lads, and that Trade would now go briskly 
on. I stay'd at Mathew Normanton's all night, we laid together, but I could not 
rest for thinking on what 1 had done. In the Morning, Matthew gave me Two 
Guineas, which, he said, was Half of the Money he found in Dighton's Pockets. 

I liave seen Isaac Hartley at different Times give Money to Spencer and 
Normanton, and David Hartley gave me Fifteen Guineas towards procuring Counsel 
at my Trial." 

In Ai^., 1845, The Halifax Guardian published the following Confession of 
Robert Thomas, sent by a correspondent in whose possession it had been for a 
quarter of a Century. 

" The Last Dying Words, Speech and Confessions of Robert Thomas, who was 
executed at Tyburn, near York, on Saturday, the 6th Aug., 1774, and his body 
ordered to be hung in chains on Beacon Hill at Halifax Town end, for being 
concerned in the Murder and Robbery of Mr. Deighton, late Supervisor of Excise 
at Halifax. 

I, Robert Thomas, of Wadsworth, in the parish of Halifax, was bom of honest 
respectable parents, my father being an able tanner, they took proper care of my 
tender years, and when I artived at a proper age to go out an apprentice, they put 
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rae to the worsted business, where I served my time to the satisfaction of them and 
my own happiness. It being expected that I should make some confession for the 
crime for which I am going to suffer— but oh ! lamentable catastrophe, that the small 
space of time I have allotted to me to repent in my everlasting happiness or misery 
in futurity should be devoted to my acknowledging my own ashamed of crimes 
to the world 1 must confess I am guilty of the crime for which I suffer, and beg of all 
who come to see my untimely end, to take warning by me ; never to be led into any 
vile practices by false and deluding tongues, such as I confess I was. In the 
neighbourhood I lived many years past, their vile and iniquitous practice of 
diminishing the current coin of this realm, because as it were an exceeding good 
trade, and money being the root of all evil, I was so weak as to listen to the 
solicitations of my improving neighbours, whom I thought lived better by their vile 
practices than I could by my honest labour, so I was soon prevailed upon to enter their 
gang, and in time became as good a proficient as any of them in the vile practice. 
We being hunted and pursued continually by one Mr. Deighton, Supervisor of 
Excise, who being so very active in apprehending the clippers and coiners in our 
neighbourhood, there was no such thing as carrying on our evil practices without 
putting an end to his life which was accomplished by shooting him through the head 
on his return from Halibx to his own house in the day and year above mentioned. 
I hope nobody will cast any reflection upon my poor wife and children on account of 
my untimely end, as undoubtedly it will be grief enough for them to see my last 
remains continually exposed to their sight," 

Whether this Confession is authentic appears to me to be very doubtful. 

As regards Normanton ; in the York Castle Minute Book it is stated " Friday 
morning 7 o'clock Present Mr. Justice Blackstone. The King v. High'y Robbery 

Matthew Norminton of Sowerby in the "1 /• ,„ 
Parish of Halifax Weaver j i^oo 

Thomas Whitehead of Worsall 



County Pal. Lancaster Carrier J ^^° 

On Condition that sd. Mathew Norminton do appear here at the next 



en 111 ^ggi^es and take his trial upon the Indictm. to wch he hath now 
Pleaded not Guilty. And not depart etc " with the sequence in the 
Gaol Book " A Bill of Indictment having been found against him for a Highway 
Robbery and the Prosecutor not being ready to proceed on the same and he having 
entered into a Recognizance with Two Sureties to take his Trial thereon at the 
aext Assizes. To be discharged." 

The reason for postponing the Trial of Norminton as given above was the 
un preparedness of Counsel to go on with the case ; it may probably have been that 
there was not sufficient evidence although to the lay mind this appears to have been 
ample. Beyond the additional evidence of Jonas Shackleton I have not been able to 
find anything that would have strengthened the hands of the prosecution. 

"The King £^'t Normanton: Jonas Shackleton a Bailiff at Lanes near 
Heptonstall says that some Informations having been given relative to the Murder 
and Robbery of Mr. Dighton, Mr. Haworth (Mr, Hortons elk) about Christmas 
1773 sent a letter to this Wit. requesting him to go to Robt. Thomas's and prevail 
on him to meet Normanton at Oliver Holts or Public House at Ripponden to be ex'd 
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resp'g the Murder of Mr. Dighton that on receiving this letter [?] he this Wit. 
instantly went to Thomas and Thomas agreed to come with Wit. and accord'ly did 
come to Ripponden with him that afternoon. That after Normanton and Thos. had 
been ex'd by Mr. Horton, the Justice, this Wit. Normanton and Thomas and also 
John Sladdin and Normanton's Wife came all away together a little before Dark and 
went together about a mile till they came to Luke Greenwood's a Public House in 
Soyland Bank where they called and after drinking 6d. or 8d. a piece they all set out 
to go home and went as far as Joshua Helliwells a Public House at Crib near 
Sowerby where they staid drinking a few Pints of Ale till about 7 or 8 o'clock and 
then they went away to go to their resp've Homes (Normanton then being only 
about half a mile from his) and when they had all gone tog'r about 40 yards, 
Normantan said to Thomas ' We had not been taken up this time but for Thomas 
Clayton Any Body that knew it wou'd not have told but him ' To which Thomas 
answered ' I think he is at John Laws at Great Cragg Damn him if we can find him 
we'll shoot him.' And after going tog'r on the Road to the Place where Normanton 
was to leave 'em to go to his own House at Stannary End in Sowerby they all 
stopp'd and Thomas said to Normanton ' Now Damn thee fool I saved us all with 
me being close ' and then Normanton left them and went Home and this Wit. and 
Thomas went to Thos. Broadbents a Public House at Mytham Royd Bridge where 
they staid an Hour and Sladdin call'd in the Road at Thos. Spencer's House and 
they two came to 'em at the last Public House where Thomas repeatedly — 20 Times 
at least said ' Damn you all I saved you all with being so close.' Jonas Shackteton 
Witness Rt. Parker, I. Marshall 14 March 1775." 

Perhaps as a consequence of this final addition to the evidence against 
Normanton when his trial came on he pleaded guilty. In the York Castle Minute 
Book for rSth March 1775 there is the following entry ; — "Monday morning 11 o'clock 
Present Mr. Justice J. Gould The King v. Mathew Normington Thomas Whitehead 
Joseph Robinsons Recog's ord'd to be estreated. Wednesday morning 8 o'clock 
Present same Justice. Mathew Normington puts guilty for feloniously assaulting 
William Dighton in the King's Highway at the Parish of Halifax in the County of 
York the 9th day of November 1769 putting him in fear and taking from him One 
Guinea and One Shilling his property. Mathew Normington to be hanged." The 
sentence is repeated in the Gaol Book. 

On the Monday morning i8th March Normanton's Recognisances were ordered 
to be estreated as he had not put in an appearance. "Some men were sent in Quest 
of him, and last Wednesday 22nd March he was apprehended at Spawleath in the 
Parish of Halifax. When the men who were in search of him came to the House 
where he was, he made his Escape into a Wood, but was found lurking amor^ some 
Briars at the bottom of a Wall. — It is remarkable that one of his Bondsmen is now 
in Durham Gaol for a Highway Robbery and the other in Lancashire Gaol for 
Horse Stealing {York Courant 28 Mar. 1775)." 

The warrant for Normanton's execution appears to have been sent to Colonel 
Townley who immediately forwarded it to Mr. Parker as the following letter shows : 

" Dear Sir, — The enclosed I have this moment received from Lord Rochfbrd by 
the Post Office conveyance. 1 send it to you in the same manner, and hope it will arrive 
in time to make the wretch a more notorious Example to the Public. I am. Dear 
Sir, Your faithful humble St. Richard Townley, Bellfield April 12th 1775. 1 hope 
the present very worthy High Sheriff will not take it amiss, if 1 say, that it might 
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be very proper to hang Normanton at Hali^x, instead of York, which he has now 
an authority to do." On receipt of this letter Mr. Parker immediately wrote to the 
High Sheriff as follows :■ — " Hatfax Ap. 13 1775, 6 in the morning. Dear Sir, I have 
this morning received the inclosed order by an express from Colonel Townley, whose 
Letter along with it I also inclose you. You will observe the Colonel wishes to have 
the Criminal executed upon Beacon Hill, thinking the order gives such a Power, but 
1 don't see that it conveys any such authority nor indeed is it necessary, as I 
apprehend, because you, as High Sheriff of the whole County, have a power to 
execute him in any part of it at pleasure. This 1 send to you by one of my own 
Clerks, not caring to trust to any other mode of Conveyance. 

My duty and complims. attend Lady Armytage and the young Ladies.— It is 
with the greatest Grief I acquaint you that I fear my daughter is past all Hopes 
of Recovery.* You will on that account excuse my saying more than that I am, 
very respectfully. Dr. Sir, Your m- obliged and obt, St., Rt. Parker, 

In the meanwhile the Government of the day had been appealed to regarding the 
banging in chains of Normanton's body on Beacon Hill. 

St. James April, 1775. 
"Sir, 

Application having been made by Richard Townley and J. Horton Eqe. 
two of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace in the Neighbourhood of Halifax, in the 
Name and at the urgent Request of very many respectable Gentlemen and Merchants 
in and about Halifax and Rochdale, where the iniquitous Practices of Coining, &c., 
were so much carried on, that the Body of Mathew Normington, who was convicted 
at the last York Assizes, of being concerned in the Murder of Mr. Deighton, late 
Supervisor of Excise at Halifax, might be hung in Chains near his Accomplice 
Tommis, on the Beacon Hill near Halifax hoping that such a notorious and public 
Example may happily deter any future Crimes of so shocking a nature, being 
perpetrated in a Neighbourhood that has long been infested with a most dangerous 
Set of Villains : .And as the Bodies of all Criminals are at the Disposal of the 
Crown, I am commanded to signify to you his Majesty's Pleasure that you should 
give Orders for hanging the Body of the said Matthew Normington in Chains, 
immediately after his Execution, upon the Beacon Hill near Halifax, agreeable to 
the Request of the above mentioned Gentlemen. I am, Sir, Your most obedient humble 
Servant, Rochford. For the High Sheriff of the Counlv of York." (York Courant i8th 
April 1775.) 

On Saturday April 15 1775 Mathew Normanton was executed at Tybum, 
"Normington, from his conviction to the Day previous to his Execution, was 
extremely obdurate, persisting in his Innocence as to the Murder and Robbery of 
Mr. Deighton, late Supervisor of Excise at Halifax, tho' repeatedly urged to own his 
Guilt; however, on Friday afternoon being tenderly importuned thereto, he 
acknowledged himself the Person who shot Mr. Deighton on the 19th of Nov. 1769 
and that the Confession made by Tommis his Accomplice who was executed after the 
Summer Assizes in 1774 was for the most Part strictly true." — (York Courant 18 April 
1775,) The tenderly importuning above mentioned probably referred to a visit from 
his brother. The interview between the brothers on the 13th April the Thursday 

• This young lady died on the i8th April in ihe i8th year of her age, she was the only daur. of 
Mr. Parker, " an amiable young lady, who in life deservedly gained the respect of all her acqain twice, 
by whom her death will bo nniveraally regretted."— i^flis Mireury April aj, 1775. 
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before the day of execution is described as " truly affecting ; and Normington was 
then observed to weep very much." — (Yoyk Chronicle i8th April 1775.) The day 
following half an hour before execution he acknowledged his guilt. 

"The following Confession was made by Mathew Normanton, on the 15th of 
April 1775, before the Revd. John Marsden, and the Revd, William Dade, about 
Half an Hour before the Prisoner was carried to the Place of Execution. 

David Hartley gave me a Sum of Money to shoot Mr. Dighton. He, and his 
Brother Isaac, were the Persons who prevailed upon me to commit the Murder ; and 
David Hartley promised me the Sum should be made up One Hundred Pounds. 
We attempted more than once to dispatch him, before the Night on which the deed 
was done ; and Isaac Hartley furnished me with the very Piece that shot him. 
Thouas Clayton and his Wife very often pressed upon us to attempt the Murder of 
Mr. Dighton, and she said that Trade would go briskly on as soon as ever that 
Exciseman was removed out of the way. 

Upon the word of a dying Man, I protest that no other persons were concerned 
actually in committing this Murder, but Robert Thomas and myself, nor is it in my 
power to make any Discovery relative to the Persons concerned in Clipping, 
Coining, &c. his 

Matthew X Normanton " 
mark 

His body was brought to Leeds on the same day Saturday as that on which he 
was hanged and early on Monday morning it hung on chains not far from his 
accomplice, Robert Tommis, on Beacon Hill, near Halifax [Leeds Mercury Apr. 18, 
1775)- 

COINING ROMAN MONEY. 

About this date a curious thing happened at Keighley. Early in March "a 
farmer at Morton Banks, near Bingley, (tenant to Henry Wickham Eqe of Cottingley 
Hall) was making a drain in a field when he fortunately discovered a copper chest 
about, 20 inches below the surbce containing nearly one cwt of Roman Silver Pieces 
coined at 15 different periods &c. &c." [Eiheringions Yorkshire Chronicle 10 Mar 
1775). Immediately the people began to counterfeit them ! " A correspondent from 
Keighley writes with much concern that scarce a pewter, dish plate or spKX)n can by 
any means be kept in that town or neighbourhood, the coiners are so alert in melting 
down all they can lay tbeir hands on, to counterfeit the Roman Coins lately found. 
So openly indeed do they carry on their iniquitous trade that nearly every boy in the 
town has become an expert coiner. I^ast Saturday se'nigbt an arch young rascal 
stole his mother's copper tea Kettle, melted it down, and coined it into half pence 
from a very neat dye of 1774, which he had borrowed of one of the adepts in the art 
of whom there are great numbers ; — shillings and sixpences are so frequently counter- 
feited or passed off to ignorant people, who either know not, or have not an 
opportunity of distinguishing them from such as are real silver (Und Friday ist April 
1775)." Six weeks later " We hear from Keighley in Craven that notwithstanding 
the ill luck of some who attempted to imitate the Roman Silver Coins found there, 
with a mixture of pewter and lead, they have now, we are told, done themselves less 
slovenly with block tin and pewter blended and by that means pass off many for 
originals. This is perhaps the first time our traitrous money makers have troubled 
themselves with counterfeiting these ancient coins {ibid 12 May 1775)." 
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The illustrations Figs. 43 and 44 will give 
meant. 



HANGING IN CHAINS. 

idea of what Hanging in Chains 





Fifj. 43.— The -Chaina" 
Malefactor who was baoged at 
in 1742. The bleached skull i: 



^'S' 44 — The " chains " in Leiceslor 
Gaol. Reproduced by pennission of 
K.M, Commisgiooers of Priaons. 



Hanging in chains was originally a hanging in chains, but as the chains could not 
be airanged to hold up the dead body properly without stays or supports of some sort 
these were introduced as the custom of hanging in chains became more common, 
and ultimately there was very little of chains as they developed into a rigid iron cage 
which was rivetted on to the body. At one time the body was first immersed in a 
cauldron of boiling pitch. The subject has been dealt with by Mr. Albert 
Hartshorne whose little work (Hanging in Chains, London 1891) may be perused 
with advantage. 

THE STATE OF THE COINAGE, 1774. 



Coming back once more to the state of the coinage the following letter which 
appeared in the Luds Mercury of the 4tb Jan. 1774 will help to convey some idea of 
its bad effects on trade. 
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"To The Printer. 

The year 1773 is now gone, and, for my part, I wish I may never see such 
another : For, tho' by diligence and economy I have been as r^ular as in any for 
the last 10 or 12 years past, yet, all my labour and assiduity have been turned out to 
little or no purpose ; for now I find myself in no lietter circumstances .than at the 
end of 1772. — The Gold Act, altho' it may be a good one taken in public view, has 
fallen most heavily on us shopkeepers ; and the loss we have suffered by Coin is but 
trifling when compared with what we have suffered by delay of payment of our 
notes ; our customers making seasonable apologies on account of light money, &c — 

'Tis hard enough upon us to* do not leave 5 or 6 % in a general way; not 

but some few afford more ; or we cd. not live, especially as the rents &c. are very 
high. — However, as I mean to pay every one their own, I am determined to acquaint 
my customers that unless they clear off their scores, now at the close of the year, I 
cannot think of serving them any longer at my own loss ; and hope my brethren will 
not think this resolution unreasonable, or endeavour to supplant me, to enlarge their 
trade by it ; but rather adopt my plan, when they consider such longwinded 
customers are not worth the keeping, and rather hurt than serve one by their 
intended favours. The old adage shd. not be forgot, viz : — 
Halifax. Better to sit empty, than run empty. N.T." 

In the same month we also learn that "Since the late Gold Coin Act, no less 
than £'1,000,000 of light Guineas have passed through the Bank and cut, wh. has 
been deposited for re-coinage {Leeds Mercury ji Jan. 1774}-" On the 19th April the 
edition of the Leeds Mercury remarks " We have pleasure to inform the Public, that 
the laudable example of the Principal Manufacturers of Birmingham, in accepting 
such Guineas as do not want more than one shilling, has been followed by the 
inhabitants in general ; and the obstruction to business which was occasioned t^ the 
refusal to take those that wanted less than one shilling, is now happily and efficiently 
removed." 

On June 7th 1774 we are informed that — "The Bank of England has issued 
Notice, That at the request of the Lords of the Treasury, they will continue to take 
in the light gold coin of this kingdom, agreeable to the Act of Parlt. {not less than 50 
guineas in a parcel) at the rate of £'3 17s. tenpence half-penny per ounce, until the 
3otb of June, inst., and no longer." 

" The Collectors of his Majesty's Revenue have received further orders for 
taking light gold as before to the 21st of July next." 

In the Leeds Mercury of Sept. 6th, 1774 there is the following notice: — "As 
the time allowed by Govt, for calling in the deficient Gold Coins, expired on 
Wednesday last we presume the following table, setting forth the weight of all 
such coin as is now current, will be acceptable to our readers : — 

Guineas Coined in 1772, 1773, 1774 ... ... 5 dwts. 8 grs. 

Half Guineas, during the same period... ... 2 „ 16 „ 

Guineas of all dates before 1772 ... ... 5 „ 6 „ 

Half Guineas, ditto ... ... 2 „ 14 „ 

Quarter Guineas, ditto ... ... i „ 7 „ 

It may be worth observing that a Grain more is allowed on the half guineas 
before 1772, than on the Guineas, in proportion." {Leeds Mercury). The above 
extracts show very clearly how business was adversely affected by the bad state 
of the Coinage. 

* Some lines missing here. 
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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON THE COINAGE. 

But the Government were not idle, and we have the following report in 
The London Chronicle, May 7-ioth, 1774- — ''The House of Commons. — Yesterday in 
the House of Commons the Speaker took the Chair at half past two o'clock, a great 
deal of private business was done but nothing of any importance, until about half 
past three o'clock, when Lord North came, the order of the day was immediately 
called for, for the House to go into a Committee to consider of the present state of 
the Gold Coin. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a Committee, Sir Charles Whitworth 
in the Chair. 

Lord North desired that part of His Majesty's Speech, at the opening of the 
Sessions which related to the Gold Coin, might be read, which sets forth, "that nothing 
can better deserve the attention of Parliament than the state of the Gold Coin," 

After it was read, he desired that Mr. Chamberlain might be called in, who being 
called in gave the House a very entertaining account of all the persons who had been 
convicted for chpping, coining, filing or otherwise diminishing the Coin of this 
Kingdom; he was particularly severe on Yorkshire, where he said he had been 
down and seen many guineas which had been reduced 5s. 3d. some 5s. 4d., but the 
general run was from 2s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. each, that almost every woolcomber in the 
North kept a hie for that purpose, that they were at no loss to sell their filings, for 
there were several private Mints who would coin them a guinea or half a guinea for 
a shilling ; he said he had inspected into the nature of these private Mints and found 
they were so private, it was almost impossible for any person to find them out in 
their unlawful proceedings, for their houses were situated so that they could 
distinguish a person half a mile before he came to their house ; that he remembered 
the principal Master belonging to one of those Mints (who was their Sovreign, and 
in order to give him a pre-eminence, was called King David) was hanged ; he said It 
had been a common practice in the North to give 20s. for the use of 20 guineas for 
two hours, or they would give you 2s. for the use of two guineas half an hour ; he 
passed great econiums on the Coin Act passed last year, and said there was no other 
way to prevent the circulation of bad coin, than by weighing all suspicious coin that 
was tendered. 

Mr. Etheridge was called in and corroborated Mr. Chamberlain's evidence, as 
were Mr. Lucas, Mr. Kemp and Mr. Alehome. 

The following are the Resolutions passed in the Commons respecting the State 
of the Gold Coin, May 10 1774- Parliamentary Debates (Hansard) Vol. 17, page 
1327. Sir Charles Whitworth reported from the Committee of the whole House, to 
whom it was referred to take into consideration the state of the Gold Coin of this 
Kii^dom the following Resolutions : 

I. That the Gold Coin of this Realm has been greatly diminished, by clipping, 
filing and other evil practices, particularly of late years, in violation of the laws of 
this realm, and to the great detriment of the Pubhc ; so that the several pieces of 
unlawful diminished gold coin which have been received into the Bank at the Mint 
price, in pursuance of the directions from the Commissioners of his Majesty's 
Treasury, of the 23rd July 1773, amounting in value to the sum of ^3,418,960 15s. 4d. 
have been found to be deficient upon an average at least nine per cent. 
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2. That part of such of this gold coin now remaining in circulation as was 
coined before the accession of his present Majesty is deficient in weight ^5 per 
centum, and that a part of so much thereof, as hath been coined during the reign of 
his present Majesty before the ist of January 1772 is deficient two and a half per 
centum. 

3. That it has been a practice to export and melt down the new and perfect 
gold coin soon after it is issued, for private advantage to the great detriment of the 
public 

4. That while pieces of gold coin, differing so greatly in weight, are allowed 
to be current under the same denomination, and at the same rate and value, great 
quantities of the new and perfect pieces will continue to be exported and melted 
down, and, there is reason to apprehend will be re-coined into pieces the most 
deficient that are allowed to be current, 

5. That to prevent the mischief to which the public are thus exposed, it is 
proper that all guineas, weighing less than five penny-weights eight grains, and all 
half guineas weighing less than two penny-weights sixteen grains, and all quarter 
guineas weighing less than one penny-weight eight grains, be called in and be 
re- coined. 

6. That the said guineas, half guineas and quarter guineas be called in by 
degrees ; and that it is proper to proceed therein as fast as the occasions of circulation 
will allow, and as the officers of this Mint are able to re-coin the same. 

7. That for the purpose of calling in the said guineas, half guineas and 
quarter guineas, it is proper that certain days be appointed, after which they shall 
not be allowed in payments, or to pass, except only to the Collectors and receivers of 
the public revenues, or to such persons as shall be appointed by his Majesty to 
receive and exchange the same ; and that certain other days be appuinted after which 
they be not allowed to pass in any payment whatsoever, or to be exchanged in any 
manner before -mentioned, 

8. That all such guineas, half guineas and quarter guineas, be re-coined 
according to the established Standard of the Mint, both as to weight and fineness. 

g. That the public bear the loss arising from the deficiency and re-coinage of 
the said guineas, half guineas and quarter guineas ; provided such deficiency does 
not exceed the rates settled by the order of the Commissioners of his Majesty's 
Treasury of the 23rd July last, and provided they be offered in payment to the 
receivers or Collectors of the public revenue, or are brought to such person or 
persons, as shall be authorized to receive and exchange the same, within the times to 
be appointed, according to the foregoing resolutions. 

10. That the methods of coining hitherto invented for the purpose of 
preventing the unlawful diminishing of the gold coin of this realm, by clipping, filing 
and other evil practices, and the laws, hitherto enacted for the punishment of those 
that are guilty thereof, have been found to be ineffectual. 

11. That the only effectual method of preserving the gold coin from l)eing 
unlawfully diminished, and of preventing the mischiefs to which the public is thereby 
exposed, is, that the said coin should be current by weight, as well as by tale. 

12. That the most convenient method of making the gold coin so current, is, 
that every person who shall receive in payment any piece or number of pieces of 
such coin deficient in weight shall be entitled to receive a Compensation for the said 
deficiency from the person tendering the said coin. 
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13. That such compensation be at the rate of one half guinea for every sixty 
five grains, and in the like proportion as near as conveniently can be for every grain 
under sixty-five according to such table or tables as his Majesty shall cause to be 
published from time to time for that purpose. 

14. That considerable quantities of the old silver coin of this realm, or silver 
coin purporting to be such, greatly below the Standard of the Mint in weight, has 
been lately imported into this Kingdom. 

15. That it be made unlawful to import into this kingdom, or Ireland, from 
foreign countries, any of the silver coin of this realm, or any silver coin purporting to 
be such, that is not of the established Standard of the Mint in weight and fineness ; 
and that the same if seized be made subject to Confiscation. 

16. That for a limited time, the silver coin of this kingdom be not allowed to 
be legal tender in the payment of any sum exceeding £y>, but according to its value 
by weight, after the rate of 5s. and 2d. per ounce. 

17. That there be made, under the direction of the Officers of his Majesty's 
Mint, one weight of a guinea and one weight of a shilling ; and also other we^hts, 
being parts and multiples of the said guinea weight and shilling weight, according to 
the established standard of this realm ; which several weights after they have been 
ascertained by the report of the said officers, and approved by his Majesty in Council, 
shall be the standard weights for regulating and ascertaining all weights to be made 
use of for weighing the gold and silver coin of this realm, and shall be lodged in the 
custody of an officer, to be appointed for that purpose, with a salary to be paid out 
of the coinage duties ; and any weights which shall from thenceforth be made use of 
for weighing the gold and silver coin of this realm, shall not be reputed and taken to 
be true and perfect, unless they have been first compared with the said standard 
weights ; and, in testimony thereof, marked by the officer to whom the custody of the 
said standard weights shall be entrusted. 

The said Resolutions were agreed to by the House. And it was resolved that 
an Address be presented to his Majesty upon the ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 
and 9th Resolutions : and also. That a Bill or Bills be brought in pursuant to the 
i4lh, 15th, i6th and 17th Resolutions." 



MORE COUNTERFEITS. 

On Sept. I2th 1775 the Letds Mercury gives the following warning: — "Many 
persons having lately bought considerable quantities of counterfeit halfpence at a low 
rate, we are desired to insert the following clause of the Act of the nth of Geo. 3rd, 
c. 40, Sec. 2— that our readers may be apprised of the danger they run in .such 
unlawful traffic : — ' And be it further enacted, That if any Person, or Persons, shall 
buy, sell, take, receive, pay, or put oflf any counterfeit copper money, not melted 
down or cut in pieces, at or for a lower rate or value than the same by it denomination 
doth or shall import, or was counterfeited for, every such person or persons shall be 
adjudged guilty of Felony,' " On Feb. 27, 1776 it states " A species of counterfeit 
guineas of the date 1775, are now in circulation, and so well executed that it is 
difficult to distinguish them from the real ones. However on comparing them with 
the latter, they will be found rather larger, paler, and thinner, and defective in the 
milling. In the counterfeits there is not the hollow betwn. the forehead and the 
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nose, discoverable in the real ones. In air they weigh 62 above the standard, though 
only 14s. in water." On March la the same paper mentions " There are at this 
time, in circulation a great number of counterfeit shillings of George II, date 1751. 
They look exceedingly well, and appear almost new, but are base metal, with a thin 
plate of silver." This appears to be the first reference to plated counterfeits in 
circulation. On April g 1776 we read " Great numbers of counterfeit shillings, as of 
George the First, date 1723, with S.S. on the cross side are now in circulation. They 
are only copper cased, but so well executed as to be distinguishable from the Tower 
coin only by the badness of the ringing, and coarseness of the milling on the Edge. 
This description, wh. is accurate, will, it is hoped, defeat the villainous Scheme of 
those by whom they have been but lately issued." 

The above quoted paper in its issue of Aug. 13, 1776, says : "A great number of 
counterfeit guineas are in circulation in the neighbourhood of Halifax : they are copper 
very slightly gilt ; the impression well done ; the date 1 775, the M too wide at the bottom, 
and the horse too long and small, and his hind legs too far out. The public will do 
well to weigh alt the guineas they take." On Nov. la 1776 we are treated to some 
figures which appear incredible this paper informing us that "The full quantity of 
gold coin of deficient weight amounts to £"16,645,847 ! wh. is full four times over 
what the politiral arithmeticians allowed to be in the King's coin. The Silver 
Coinage will come on next year." Following this up June 3, 1777: "A corres- 
pondent in London says, we may inform the Public of the following fact, That the 
Silver Coinage is nearly compleated, and the old money is expected to be called in 
very soon." 

"The Newcastle Chronicle says that a great number of counterfeit guineas are 
now in circulation in different parts of the County of York, particularly in the North 
Riding : They are full weight, look rather pale, and the letters badly executed : their 
intrinsic value, in general about five or six shillings. Beware of Yorkshire Tykes 
and Guineas, for both may prove deceitful." (Leeds Mercury, July 29, 1777.) 

Then on Aug. 26th, 1777, this paper writes: "A new sort of counterfeit 
sixpences are now in circulation. They resemble the Coin of George II., but have 
no impression on the cross side, are much larger than the true money, but much 
bent to make them appear of the proper size. They are not worth more than a 
halfpenny." After this there is a bit of good news: " We hear from good authority, 
that it is the intention of the government to call in all the silver coin immediately, 
the great quantity of base metal now in circulation rendering a new coinage 
absolutely necessary," Leeds Mercury, Sept. 9, 1777. 



ARRANGEMENTS FOR WITHDRAWING BAD GOLD. 

April 16, 1776 " Saty. Night's GatetU contains his Majesty's farther Proclamation 
relative to the Gold Coin. In the first place, it commands, That after the first day 
of May next, no Guineas, Half -guineas, or Quarter-guineas, more deficient in weight 
than the rates specified in the following table, viz. : 

Guineas coined prior to the first of Jan. 1772 ... 5 dwts. 8 gn. 

Half-guineas, during the same period ... ... 2 „ 16 „ 

Quarter-guineas during the same period ... i „ 8 „ 
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be allowed to be current, or to pass in any payment whatsoever ; and then allows 
from the sd. first day of May to the 19th of August next for the exchanging of all 
Gold Coin whose deficiency doth not exceed the rates following, viz. : 

Guineas coined prior to the first of Jan. 1772 ... 5 dwts. 6 grs. 

Half-guineas, during the same period ... ... 2 „ 14 „ 

Quarter -guineas during the same period ... 1 „ 7 „ 

On April 23 1776 there appears the following advertisement. 

" Deficient Gold Coin 
Exchanged Pursuant to his Majesty's Proclamation of the i2th of April, 1776, by 
Bucks and Duffield, of Bradford, who will attend every day in the Week at Town 
Hill, and every Thursday at the Crown and Cushion, in Bradford, for that Purpose 
during the apfiointed Period. Likewise, they will attend at the Black Bull, in 
Wakefield, every Friday ; and at the White Lion, in Halifax, every Saturday, from 
the Hours of Ten to Four, when all Guineas weighing 5 dwts. 6 grs., Half-Guineas 
2 dwts. 14 grs., and Quarter- Guineas i dwts. 7 grs., will be exchanged for Heavy 
Money, &c., and Coin of less Weight will be bought at an equitable Price." 

Mr. Thomas Gill, of Don caste r : Mr. James Ha worth, of Halifax: Mr. Wm, 
Chippendale, of Skipton : W. Birkbeck & Co., of Settle : Messrs. Willoughby, 
Raper, Clough & Swann : and Messrs. Crompton, Ewbank & Co., in York, are 
appointed by the Lords of the Treasury, to receive and Exchange the Deficient 
Gold Coin." [Leeds Mercury April 30 1776). 

" The Collectors of the Revenues and Receivers in all Public Offices, we hear, 
have positive orders to cut all guineas and half-guineas tendered in payment that are 
not full standing weight, and not refuse any that are, unless unlawfully diminished." 



MORE PROSECUTIONS. 

All the while the unhappy coiners and their friends kept the Justices busy. On 
the 19th Aug. 1774 was brought to York Castle, by habeas corpus from the borough 
of Huntingdon, George Shipley, charged upon his own confession with being aiding 
and assisting in the murder of Mr. Deighton, late Supervisor of Excise at Halifax. 
{Leeds Mercury 29th Aug.) He was brought before Sir Hy. Gould at the York 
Assizes on the 9th Mar. 1776 but no bill was found against him and he was 
discharged. At the same time Robert Iredale, of Southowram, woolcomber, for 
felony, in forging and counterfeiting nine several York Bank-notes, for one guinea 
each, as, and for, the real York Bank Promissory Notes of Messrs. Willoughby, 
Raper, Clough & Swann, and James Helliwell charged with uttering as true, at 
Skircoate, a certain forged and counterfeited York Bank Promissory Note knowing 
the same to be forged and counterfeited. He kept a Badgers shop in Manchester 
where much unfinished base money was found (York Courani i Nov. 1774). Iredale 
was acquitted on the indictment for forging Guinea Notes but found guilty of High 
Treason in having coining tools in his possession. He was executed at Tyburn on 
the 6 April 1776 being drawn on a hurdle to the place of Execution {Leeds Mercury 
Mar. 19 and 26, Apr, 9, 1776). " He denied to the last having used the Die found 
in his Home for coining, but acknowledged his having counterfeited the York Bank 
Guinea Notes {York Courant 9 April 1776)." On March loth 1777 before the Hon. 
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Mr. Justice Willis, one of the Justices of H.M. Court of Common Pleas, Jonas Binns 
of Keighley charged with having in his custody instruments for counterfeiting the 
current coin of this kingdom, called shillings. After his trial, he was discharged by 
Proclamation. {Leeds Mercury, Mar. ii, 1777). 



THE BOLTONS. 

At the York Assizes, March 6 1779, two men of the name of Bolton found their 
way as prisoners for counterfeiting copper coin. As the gold coin of the realm was 
the first to be reformed, the silver and the copper following, the counterfeiters 
became more restricted in their operations and so we come to copper counterfeits 
where formerly the gold would have been counterfeited. The following copies of 
documents relate to the three Boltons who appear to have dealt largely in false 
copper money. 

West Riding of Yorkshire. The Examinations of William Hirst of Birkby in 
the Township of Huddersfield in the said Riding Yeoman and William Pindar of 
Barkisland in the said Riding Weaver Edmund Ashworth of the same place Weaver 
Joseph Morton of Stainland in the said Riding Plaisterer and Isaac Hargreaves of 
Lockwood in the said Riding Clothier taken upon Oath before me One of bis 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the said Riding the seventh day of October 1778. 

The said William Hirst says that on the fifth Day of October Instant he went 
along with the other Examinants to the House of one John Bolton of Erringden in 
the said Riding Labourer in order to search for Coining Tools there (it being suspected 
that the said John Bolton was guilty of Counterfeiting the Copper Monies of this 
Realm) and found there one falling Block and Stock made of Wood, supposed to have 
been used in Coining Copper Money, and also one Gun, And the said William Pindar 
says he went along with the other Examinants to the said John Boltons House and 
found there one Iron Gauge, one Iron Chisel, one other small Chisel and a File, one 
small Block of Iron, Two large Skrews and Nuts three Parts of an Instrument for 
Cutting out Copper Blanks, to be made into half pence, one small Iron Drill for the 
same Purpose, three Instruments to harden Skrews with, one Iron Washer and six 
Copper Blanks of the size of half pence unstamped, and a few Shreds of Copper 
And this Examinant Edmund Ashworth says, he found in the same House one 
Instrument for Edging half pence fixed in a Wooden Stock, Eleven Copper Blanks 
of the size of half pence unstamped, some Pieces of half pence, one Iron Nut, one 
Iron Bush or Washer, one Purse containing nine Leaden Balls and four Half pence 
stamped and two Hammers And the said Joseph Morton says, he found two small 
Iron Blocks and one pair of Pincers in the said John Bolton's House, further says he 
searched the said John Bolton's Pockets to see if he had any Instruments concealed 
therein, and found fourteen counterfeit half Pence, concealed therein, and one Copper 
Blank for a Halfpenny unstamped, says he also searched the Pockets of one Jonas 
Bolton of Erringden aforesaid Carpenter (who was in the said John Bolton's House) 
and found fourteen Copper half Pence concealed therein And the said Isaac 
Hargreaves says he found in the said John Boltons House, about a Pound and an 
half Weight of Copper Blanks of the size of Half pence and Pieces of Half Pence 
unstamped. Two Shreds of Copper and one large Iron Mallet which this Examinant 
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supposes bas been used as Part of the said Falling Block and the said Examinant 
William Pindar says he went along with the other Examinants William Hirst 
Edmund Asbworth and Isaac Hargreaves to the House of one Jonathan BoltoD of 
Sowerby in the said Riding Stuif Weaver, in order to search for Coining Instruments 
there, on the sixth Day of October Instant, and found about Four Pounds Weight 
of Copper Blanks, for Half pence unstamped some Copper Shreds Two Counterfeit 
half Pence stamped and two Pieces of Copper (supposed to have been used for 
Melting Cold Plates in) And this Examinant Edmund Ashworth says he found about 
one Pound and an half Weight of Copper Blanks of the Size of Half Pence 
unstamped and some Shreds of Copper and thirty Counterfeit half Pence concealed 
in the Dwelling House of the said Jonathan Bolton and this Examinant Isaac 
Hargreaves says he saw the said Jonathan Bolton go from his said House to the 
necessary House and hide something in a hole in the Wall there and says upon looking 
he found Eighteen Counterfeit half Pence concealed therein. 

bis 

Sworn before me Wm. Hirst William X Pindar Edmund Asbworth 

I. Horton Joseph Morton mark Isaac Hargreaves. 

The Brief for the prosecution of Jonathan Bolton at the York Assizes, Mar. 6, 
1 7'/9, is as follows : 

" This Prosecution is founded on the Statute of the II. Geo. 3, C. 40 whereby, 
after reciting that coining or counterfeiting Copper Money being only a Misdem- 
eanour, the practice therefore bad of late greatly prevailed and was likely to increase, 
It is enacted that if any person or persons shall from and after the 24 of June 1771 ■ 
make coin or counterfeit any of the Copper Monies of this Realm, commonly called 
a Halfpenny or a farthing, such person or persons offending therein and his her or 
their Counsellors, Aiders, Abettors and procurers shall be adjudged guilty of felony. 

Also that if any person or persons shall from and after the sd. 24 Day of June 
1771 buy sell take receive pay or put off any counterfeit Copper Money not melted 
down or cut in pieces at or for a lower Rate or Value than the same, by its 
Denomination, doth or shall import or was counterfeited for, every such person and 
persons shall be adjudged guilty of Felony. 

By this Act one Justice on Complaint on Oath that there is cause to suspect any 
person of being concerned in counterfeiting Copper Monies, may by Warrant cause 
his Dwellinghouse or other place belonging to him to be searched for coining Tools 
for such Copper Monies, and if any such Tools be found hid or concealed, or be 
found in the Custody of any person not employ'd in the Mint, nor having the same 
by some lawful Authority, it shall be lawful for the person discovering the same, to 
seize such Tools and carry the same to a Justice who shall cause the same to be 
secured and produced in Evidence against any person prosecuted for any the Offences 
afd., and the Tools to be then destroy'd or disposed of as the Court shall direct. 

The Prisoner is by trade a Shalloon Weaver, and is Father of John Bolton, now 
in Custody for the like offence of Coining, but does not live in the same House, this 
Prisoner's House being about a mile from his Son's, but when the Son was 
apprehended and his House search'd, on the 5 of October last, as mention'd in the 
Brief agt. the Son, this Prisoner was there assisting in secreting the Coining 
Implemts. found being employ'd in burying them under Sods which he had got for 
the purpose, and seem'd, at least, equally concern'd with the Son tho' the Son's 
House was undoubtedly the place where the greatest part of the business was done. 
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Several of the Persons who had search'd the Son's House went the day followii^ to 
search this prisoner's, but the Coining Tools, if any had been there, had been in the 
meantime removed or concealed, for they found none, but they found conceai'd in 
the false Roof of the Prisoner's House — 

Six pounds weight of Copper Blanks for Halfpence. 

Several Shreds of Copper, whereout Halfpence or Blanks had been cut. 

Thirty two Counterfeit Halfpence. 

Two pieces of Copper, supposed to have been used for melting Gold. 

Also various Chippings of Copper. 
The prisoner, then in Custody, desired Leave to go to the necessary, and whilst 
there, was seen to take something out of his Pocket and put it in a Hole in the Wall 
to conceal it, and on examination he was found to be concealing eighteen Counterfeit 
Halfpence which will all be produced. On his being ask'd why he attempted to 
conceal them, he answer'd because Search had been made for Counterfeits as well as 
for coining Tools. 

About a Day or two before the Search, the prisoner, together with one John 
Lister (an old offender in coining) suspecting, as supposed, that such search wou'd 
be made, had pack'd up the greatest part of the Shreds of Copper in and about the 
House, and the Prisoner carried them upon his own Horse (a gray Galloway) to the 
Lancashire Carrier to take to Manchester, and Lister wrote the Direction with them 
to one Thomas Retford a Brazier there, who fumish'd the Prisoner with plates of 
Copper whereout the Blanks for the Halfpence were cut, but it seems as if Lister 
had been the active Man in procuring those plates as they always came directed to 
Him and pass'd through his Hands. 

The quantity of Copper Shreds brought by the Prisoner and forwarded to 
Manchester as before stated, weigh'd eighteen Stone, which, had it stay'd a Day or 
two longer, till the Search, would have added pretty considerably to the Articles 
found. 

William Pindar — one who search'd the Prisoner's House, and found about four 
Pounds Weight of Copper Blanks for Halfpence— several Shreds of Copper — two 
counterfeit Halfpence^and two pieces of Copper (supposed to have been used for 
melting Gold in) — says that the articles found, or a great part of them were conceai'd 
in the false Roof of the House. Also that the Prisoner, on his Son's House being 
search'd, was busy burying the Anvil and other coining Implements in the Parlour 
of that House. 

Edmund Ashworth — another employ'd in the Search, speaks to the like effect — 
He found a Quantity of Copper Blanks for Halfpence — some Shreds of Copper and 
thirty Counterfeit Halfpence — all conceai'd. 

Isaac Hargreaves — -had the Custody of the prisoner, and says that on his 
permitting him to go to the necessary, he saw him conceal something in a Hole in 
the Wall, and found it to be eighteen Counterfeit Halfpence — «nd that the prisoner 
say'd he conceai'd them because Counterfeits had been search'd for. 

John Lister — (if proper to he produced, but he seems to be most guilty) proves 
the Prisoner's bringing the Copper Shreds upon his gray Galloway to the Carrier to 
be taken to Manchester, and that he this Witness, at the prisoner's Request, wrote a 
Direction with them to one Thomas Retford a Brazier there — and assisted the 
Prisoner in getting them into the waggon, the Weight being eighteen Stone as be 
say'd. 
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N. This Witness, on the prisoner being apprehended, went to Manchester to 
get back the Copper Shreds, or to get them conceal'd and seems to have been deeply 
concem'd in procuring Copper Plates from Retford the Brazier and in all transactions 
between him and the prisoner. 

James Whipp — the Carrier— says that a Day or two before the Prisoner was 
apprehended, Lister the last Witness came to him upon the Road towards Manchester 
and ask'd him to take something in a Sack which was heavy, and wrote a Direction 
with it to Retford the Brazier — Did not know the Prisoner at that time, but 
remembers that the Sack was brought by an old Man upon a gray Galloway and can 
know the Man on seeing him again. 



ANOTHER THOMAS GREENWOOD. 

At the Yorkshire Assizes, July 13, 1782, John Cockroft, Thomas Greenwood, 
and John Wood, of whom we have no further particulars as to his residence, were 
charged with being in possession of coining tools. The brief against Cockroft reads 
(exclusive of the usual formula employed in the prosecution) :— 

The Defendant is a woolen Manufacturer, resident at a place called Sand Hall 
about a Mile from Halifax. He was one of the Persons committed to York Castle 
in the Year 1769, being then concem'd in diminishing Guineas, but was not further 
prosecuted for that offence. In the year 1778, he was committed to Lancaster Castle 
for counterfeiting Halfpence and there tried and acquitted on Account of some 
mistake in the Indictment or in the Prosecution. He has since Employ 'd himself in 
making Counterfeit Shillings, chiefly in Imitation of old bare ShiUings which have 
lost their Impression, and these he thought pass'd better in general than Counterfeits 
with an Impression upon them, and no doubt he thought it more safe to make them 
than Counterfeits with Impressions, as the former required no coining Press Dyes or 
other Implements which would be the means of Conviction, if found, tor he had the 
Blanks from Birmingham or some place at a distance and finished them by means of 
Steel Rollers and a throw wheel which might be used in Buttonmaking as well as in 
Coining — but not at all applicable to his Business of a Woolen Manufacturer. 

He sometimes thought it requisite to mix a few Counterfeit Shillings with 
Impressions amongst the other, and such Impressions he got struck by the coining 
Press of Greenwood (now to be tried for coining Half pence) but who provided the 
Dyes for the Purpose we cannot learn. 

The difFerenl Persons who visited the D6fendants House and the great quantity 
of Counterfeits in Circulation, occasion'd his being suspected, and on the 12 : of June 
last, by Virtue of Warrants from Dr. Wood, a Magistrate at Halifax, he was 
apprehended and his House search'd when he was surprized at Work in his Garret 
being then edging blank Counterfeit Shillings by Means of his throw Wheel and a 
File, which he bad not time to part with, but on his Wife giving the Alarm, he leap'd 
down at a trap door with the File in his Hand, which from its' being silver'd over, 
plainly shew'd the Business he had been at, and indeed the state of his Workboard 
plainly proved he was taken in full Business, for there were no fewer than 449 
Counterfeit Shillings without Impression mostly finished, but some in part finished 
and others not edged, 80 whereof were upon the Workboard and the other under a 
Bed Tester. 
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Besides these 449 Counterfeits the following I mplements were found in his House 
and Shop — viz. — 

One Pair of Steel Rollers with Frame and Winches. 

One Machine for Cutting Blanks, with a cutter in it and a lever for working it. 

One Throw Wheel. 

One Bench Laith with a Wood Spindle. 

One Smith's Anvil. 

One large Iron Hand Mall. 

One small Bench Vyce. 

Three Pieces of Blue Crucible Pots. 

One Pair of Metal Moulds for casting Straps of Metal, the Breadth of Shillings. 

Three Pieces of forged Iron with square Holes. 

One Square plain Punch, 

One small Cutter. 

Eleven Files — chiefly Float Fyles. 

Several small Pieces of Copper. 

One large Bolster or piece of Iron with a Hole in it. 

A Quantity of Silver Turnings. 
Do. of Salt of Tartar, and 

A Pair of large Hand Bellows. 
IE must be admitted that none of these Implements, nor all of them together, would 
enable him to make a Shilling or any other piece of Money with the Head and 
Reverse upon it, and it is plain from the finishing of the Counterfeits found, that he 
was used to make them without Impressions, yet 43 shillings finished by him with 
Impressions which he sold at the Rate of 30 for a guinea will be produced but he at 
all times sayd he only work'd them for Hire at the Rate of i8d. p. score, but that he 
was allow 'd to sell at the rate of 30 for a guinea and did sell accordingly, whenever 
he had an opportunity and could trust the Buyer," 

I have only an abbreviated copy of the Brief of Counsel for the Prosecution of 
Thomas Greenwood but there are in existence several copies of findings of the Jury, 
on four counts. The first reads : " Yorkshire, to wit : The Jurors of our Lord the 
King upon their Oath present that Thomas Greenwood late of the Castle of York in 
the County of York Labourer not having the fear of God before his Eyes but being 
moved and seduced by the Instigation of the Devil and continuing and intending our 
said Lord the King and his People craftily falsely and deceitfully to deceive and 
defraud on the twentieth day of July in the thirteenth year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the third now King of Great Britain and so forth with Force 
and Arms at the Parish of Halifax in the County of York afd one piece of false 
Money and Coin to the likeness and Similitude of a piece of good and true foreign 
money and Gold Coin of the Realm of Portugal called a thirty six shilling piece of 
good and true foreign Money and Gold Coin of the Realm of Portugal being then of the 
value of thirty six shillings and not being then or yet permitted to be current within 
this Realm one other piece of false money and coin to the likeness and Similitude of 
a piece of good and true Foreign Money and Gold Coin of the Realm of Portugal 
called a thirty six shill'gs Piece of good and true Foreign money and Gold Coin of 
this Realm of Portugal, being then of the value of thirty six shillings of lawful money 
of this Realm and not being then or yet permitted to be current within this Realm — 
one other piece &c. — one other piece &c-~aDd one other piece, &c. — unlawfully 
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hlsely and deceitfully did forge coin and counterfeit against the duty of bis Allegiance 
against the Form of the Statute in such case made and provided and against the 
peace of our said Lord the King his Crown and Dignity. Ag't. Thomas Greenwood 
for misprisioD of Treason" — Brigge. The witnesses "as to the five 36s. Pieces 
found in the Prisoner's House together with the Scissars, Files, &c. : James Milner, 
Thos. Priestley, John Kenyon, James Lees and Wm. Jas. Holland." 

The finding on a second count reads : " Yorkshire to wit : The Jurors for our 
Lord the King upon their Oath present that Thomas Greenwood late of the Castle 
of York Labourer being a person of bad name and bme and contriving and intending 
our said Lord the King and his liege people craftily falsely and deceitfully to deceive 
and defraud on the Twentieth Day of July in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of 
our Sov'n Lord Geo. the Third King of Great Britain and so forth with force and 
arms at the parish of Halibx in the s'd. Co. of York one piece of good and true Gold 
money and coin of the Realm of Portugal called a Thirty six shillings piece being 
then of the value of Thirty six shillings of the lawful money of this Realm with 
certain Scissars, Files and other Instruments for wicked lucre and gains sake unlaw- 
fully falsely and deceitfully did clip file impair lighten and Diminish with Intent then 
and there unlawfully falsely and deceitfully to cheat and defraud divers liege subjects 
of our said Lord the King of their money Goods and Chattels to wit at the parish of 
Halifax afd. in the said County &c. &c." 

The finding on the third count reads: Labourer not being a person 

employed in or for the Mint or Mints of our said Lord the King in the Tower of 
Xx>ndon or elsewhere and for the Use and service of the said Mints only nor being a 
person lawfully authorised by the Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain or Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury of our said Lord the King and not having the fear 

Devil after the 15th day of May in the year of our Lord 1697, to wit, 

on the 12th day of June in the year of our Lord 1782 with force and arms at the 
Parish of Halifax aforesaid in the County afd one press for Coinage without lawful 
authority or insufficient Excuse for that purpose Knowingly and Traitorously had in 
the Custody and Possession of him the said Thomas [Greenwood] against the Duty 
of bis allegiance against the peace of our said Lord the King his Crown and Dignity 
and also against the Form of the Statute in such Case made and provided." 

The finding on the fourth count reads: Labourer after the 24th day of 

June in the year of our X>ord t77i^ to wit on the 12th day of June in the year of our 
Lord 1782 with force and arms at the parish of Halifax aforesaid in the County afs'd 
one piece of copper money of this Realm commonly called an Halfpenny unlawfully 

and feloniously did make Coin and Counterfeit against the form of the Statute 

and the Jurors aforesaid upon their Oath afores'd do further present that one 

piece of false feigned and counterfeit copper money to the likeness and similitude of 
the good legal and current cupper money of this Realm called an Halfpenny then 
and there unlawfully and feloniously did make and coin against etc., etc." 

Of John Wood's prosecution I have no notes. All three men were convicted at 
these York Assizes, July 1783, being found guilty of high treason, and the Judges on 
their departure from the city left them for execution {Leeds Intelligencer, 30 July, 
r782). They were however respited until 22nd August (Leeds InUlligencer, 20 Aug., 
r782) and later on reprieved on condition of their being transported for life to some 
of his Majesty's Settlements on the coast of Africa (ibid Aug. 27, 1782). 
■ See reforence to the Slatnle of that year, p. loi. 
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THE LAST OF ISAAC HARTLEY. 

We have now nearly reached the last of the gang of coiners,* the head of which 
was responsible for the murder of Mr. Deighton, and have only to deal with the 
two men, Isaac Hartley and Thomas Spencer. With regard to Isaac Hartley, 
the late F. A. Leyland writes in his Notes under date of Sunday, October 12, 1856, 
at Mytholmroyde : 

"Elizabeth Walton, aged 81, of excellent memory, informs me that she well 
remembered the coining transactions of her neighbourhood in the latter part of the 
last century; and that with many of the people mentioned in the foregoing papers, 
she was familiar. She remembers Isaac Hartley, and describes him as a ' likely ' 
tall and gaunt man, although he was old when she was a girl. She well remembers 
his death as terrible in the extreme. That she and other children were wont to look 
through the window of White Lee where he then lived ; and, on the bed which was 
placed close to and on a level with the sill, saw him rolling about in unceasing pain 
and suffering. In this state he lay, the house echoing with his groans and imprecations. 

That his aged wife, utterly indifferent to her husband's sufferings, and unmoved 
by his pains, his writhings, or his curses, went about the room with slow and tottering 
step muttering in low words concerning her own age, her infirmities and her woes. 

Elizabeth Walton describes in simple and expressive terms the miserable end of 
this hirer of assassins, even though she did not know he had been such, the 
information she gave me being in reply to my question did she know him. She also 
remembered Martha Eagland mentioned in Barbara Broadbent's Information taken 
before Mr. Hyde the Coroner, Nov. 13, 1769 : she pointed fiom her window to the 
cottage where this Martha lived, and described her as a ' stout throddy body.' 

When 1 left Mrs. Walton's Cottage, which stood by the Hall Gate, and over- 
looked the village of Mytholmroyd, I visited White Lee [Midgley]. The terrible 
death of Isaac Hartley was related to me faithfully by the tenants of the house. 
They told me that often in the long winter nights they were affrighted at the bare 
recollection of all they had heard from the old people about White Lee, and the 
terrible scenes that had been enacted in the bouse they inhabited. They shuddered 
as they pointed to the space under the windows where the pallet stood on which the 
accomplice of Coiners and assassins breathed his last. I was conducted through the 
house ; and I observed that although the exterior had been rebuilt, the interior 
presented the same wild and dismal appearance which it did in the time of the 
Hartleys. I was assured that nothing had been changed. An upper room of large 
dimensions, dimly lighted by two small windows, showed the rafters of an open roof 
and the lath and plaster walls of the ancient timbered house which in more recent 
times had been fronted with stone." 

What the " terrible " death of Isaac Hartley was I have been unable to discover 
nor can I discover anything about "terrible scenes" enacted in the house in which he 



* In tbe Halifax Historical Almanac, Local Events of 1810, there is the following B 



" I3th March. — On Monday evening departed this life, at the Halifax Workhouse, James Edwards, 
aged 71 years. This man was (he last of the notoiions gang ol coiners who resided in the npper 
portion of this parish in 1767, 176S and 1769. He would have been hanged at March Assizes io 
1770, along with David Hartley, alias ' King David,' and James OldGeld bad he been tried. He was 
a very expert and active member of Che gang ; and was deep in the mysteries of clipping, catling;, 
coining and 'britting'ligblgold." I havehowever not come ftcrosa this man'a name in my searches. 
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lived unless by the use of these words Leyland intended to convey that he suffered 
much physical pain which he had not the patience to bear. I do not think qualms of 
conscience can be meant for as already mentioned neither the coiners nor the general 
population considered coinine; and clipping wrongdoing. Isaac Hartley died on 
the 5th March 1815 aged 78 years and was buried in the churchyard of St. Thomas ^ 
Beckett, Heptonstall, next to the grave of his brother David, on the 8tb of the month 
as the Registers show. 



THE END OF THOMAS SPENCER. 

The details of Spencer's connection with the gang is given in a sheet printed 
shortly before his Execution. It reads : 

" A brief Account of the leading Transactions of the Lives of Thomas Spencer 
and Mark Sattonstall, the two Convicts who are sentenced to be executed upon 
Beacon-Hill, near Halifax, on Saturday the i5th of August, 1783, for being concerned 
in the late Riots in the Town and Neighbourhood of Halifax aforesaid. 

Thomas Spencer was bom and brought up about five miles west of Halifax, in 
that plot of ground which has been peculiarly famous for many years past, for 
producing Coiners, Night Hunters, Thieves, Robbers and Murderers. Hence may 
be formed a tolerable good idea of the complection of his education. About twenty-six 
years since he enlisted into the thirty-third regiment of foot, whence he was discharged 
about two years afterwards with pension, having been wounded. He returned to 
his old companions ; it would be needless to say to his and their former practices. In 
the year 1769, when Coining, Dissipation, &c. were in their meredian in his native soil, 
and when their career was a little curbed by the late unfortunate Supervisor, Mr. 
Dighton, some of the capital practitioners in the Yellow Trade, who from their birth 
knew Spencer, and from their nocturnal connections were intimately acquainted with 
his daring principles, applied to him to murder Mr. Dighton, and told him if he would 
undertake to do che Deed, he should be amply rewarded. Immediately he applied to 
Robert Thomas and Matthew Normanton, (whose gibbets are now standing on 
Beacon Hill, and who were two of his intimates) to join him in executing that 
diabolical Deed ; they readily closed with his proposals, and all three agreed, if their 
employers would secure to them One Hundred Pounds they would engage to execute 
the matter. The bargain was struck ; Spencer received a Guinea in part of payment; 
they three came that night Thursday, October 1769, to Bull-Close, near Halifax, 
where Mr. Dighton lived, (Spencer having previously brought to Matthew 
Normanton's house two short guns, three pistols, some slugs and gunpowder) but 
were disappointed of their intention, returned home and spent the Guinea. On the 
3d of November following, Spencer brought another Guinea, and persuaded Thomas 
and Normanton to accompany him to Bull-Close to do the needful ; and that night 
Spencer had his piece levelled to shoot Mr. Dighton thro' the window as he stood by 
his kitchen fire ; a person passing by at that instant prevented his firing. They 
returned without executing the Deed. And on the fatal ninth of Novemtier, 1769, 
when Normanton shot Mr. Dighton, Spencer positively promised to meet him and 
Thomas as soon as supper was over, but broke his word, preferring the Coiner's 
Goose Feast at Mytholme-Royd Bridge to the assasination of an innocent man, 
being fully persuaded he had left the business in proper hands. On Saturday the 
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nth Spencer came to Halifax to learn if possible who was suspected to be the 
murderer ; the next morning he went to Thomas and told him he was in danger of 
being apprehended on an account of the murder, having been at Shaw's the night 
DightOD was killed. About the 24th of November, (Thomas and Normanton being 
then confined in York Castle on suspicion of being the Murderers) Spencer carried 
Eight Guineas to them, assuring them no money should be wanting in case they 
would only keep their own council, and desired to know where the guns and pistols 
were, which they told him were in Thomas Clayton's Close. On his return borne be 
went with an acquaintance, found them and threw them into the River Calder. 

Since that time till June 7th 1783, not anything very material marked this 
convict's conduct ; but on that day as the rioters were proceeding in their passage 
from Wadsworth to Halifax, Spencer joined' them and proposed to head them ; tbey 
readily embraced his offer; and when they were just entering the town he called out 
to them Stop Mob ; the command was instantly obeyed, Spencer then formed them 
two deep, and in that order headed them down the principal street, till they came 
opposite the White Swan Inn, where he formed them ; then headed them thro' the 
Corn Market, and to the Boar's-Head Inn, where it was expected the lai^est quantity 
of com was lodged ; there again he ordered the Mob to stop till he had spoken to 
Mr. AndertOD the Master of the Inn, his Command was again obeyed ; Spencer then 
insisted that Mr. Anderton should sell the Corn lodged in his Warehouses, viz. Oates 
at Thirty -Shillings per load, and wheat at One Pound one Shilling ; and if he refused 
they would enter his warehouses and take the corn into the market and sell it ; but 
Mr. Anderton, as the corn was not bis own property, prudently refused either selling 
it or opening the warehouse doors ; Spencer did not think fit to break tiie locks, but 
headed the Mob into those parts of the town where the corn carts and waggons were 
standing, and were others was expected to come. A very large quantity was sold by 
the Mob at Spencer's Price, and the owners suffered to receive the money where they 
could get it ; this being done Spencer then commanded the Mob to go into the public 
roads leading to the town, and bring back such carriages loaded with corn as were 
returning home, and durst not enter the town for fear of having their grain sold at 
such prices as these desperadoes thought proper to fix, which they instantly obeyed 
and effected without fear of the fatal consequences that hence ensued. 

Mark Sattonstall was bom in the same famous plot of ground with his 
brother convict, was taken from his parents when forty weeks old by some relations 
of the same place, and brought up by them till the year 1782, when he enlisted into 
the thirty-third regiment of foot, now quartered at Halifax, being then only seventeen 
years of age ; which regiment he served honestly six months, when by a reducement 
in the said regiment he was discharged ; and unfortunately for him was in company 
with Spencer on Sunday the 8th day of June 1783, and was by him prevailed upon to 
join the mob the next day." 

On Friday 15th Aug, 1783 these two men " were conveyed from York under a 
strong civil guard, and were executed at twelve o'clock the day following, upon 
Beacon Hill, near Halifax, on a gallows erected for the purpose, agreeably to their 
sentence at the late assizes, for being concerned in the recent riots in that neighbour- 
hood— Spencer's rope slipped after he had been tied up a few seconds, and his body 
came to the ground, but the executioner was so expert that he very speedily fixed 
him in his former situation : — Spencer was 56 years of age, a tall slender man, had 
been in the army, and was an out-pensioner of Chelsea- hospital. He made a short 
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Speech to the populace before he was turned off, dedariug, upon the word of a dying 
man that he was innocent of the breaking open of the door (a part of the charge for 
wh. he suffered) ; and seemed much agitated. — Saltonstall was a stout young man, 
only 19 years of age, had lately served his Majesty in the 33rd regiment of foot, and 
appeared very penitent ; as soon as the bodies were cut down, they were given to 
their friends for interment {Leeds IntelUgencer 19 Aug. 17S3)." 

Of the execution of these two men Leyland writes in the notes just quoted : 
" I was told, some years since, by Mr. Howarth, of Mytholm, near Hipperholme, who 
had lived there all his life and was upwards of eighty when he gave me the informa- 
tion, that he was present at the execution. 

The sentence was that the condemned should be hung on the Beacon Hill, in 
sight of the town where they had committed the treason ; and that afterwards their 
bodies should be handed to their friends. Mr. Howarth had forced himself through 
the dense crowd, and followed the chaise to the top of Barrowclough Lane, where 
the ascent of Beacon Hill begins. Here the condemned, in heavy irons slowly 
ascended to the spot where the bones of Thomas and Normington still hung 
whitening in chains, their fieshless right hands pointing to the place of their crime. 
Spencer, without a sign of emotion, looked from the elevation where he stood, over 
the distant hilts and valleys he had known from his childhood, and where in his 
advanced years he had passed a life notorious for its iniquity. 

The bill side on which the scaffold stood, was white with the upturned bees of 
the thousands who had flocked from the valleys in which none were left but child- 
hood and extreme old age. 

Spencer, possessed of greater nerve than the executioner, stolidly underwent the 
sentence. Saltonstall, young, and impressed with the horrible nature of this public 
death, in the face of countless multitudes — many of whom he had known, and who 
knew him— wept and prayed devoutly. 

Late in the afternoon of the day of execution, a Mass of people thronged the 
narrow road that led from Halifax to the village of Mytholmroyde. Old people 
stood at their doors with uplifted hands, and children looked eagerly with the 
impatience of youth at the approaching crowd, expecting their parents to be amongst 
them. But anxiety mingled with awe marked the features of all ; for as the dense 
throng neared the village, there was seen, in its midst, the cart that had left in the 
morning with two coffins in which to bring the dead bodies home. At Mytholmroyd 
Bridge a halt was made ; and, accompanied by the moans and lamentations of his 
friends, the coffin containing Spencer was taken out and carried across the bridge to 
bis house in the Hall Gate, followed by an anxious and awe-stricken multitude. 
Here it was laid in a low room adjoining the road which passed it to and over the 
Heathershetf Scouts above. A small window close to the body exposed it to view, 
the Coffin lid having been removed immediately on its arrival. It was here that 
Mrs. Walton* witnessed a sight that was never efiaced from her memory. Spencer's 
head was close to the window ; and my aged informant noticed the distorted and 
hideous features of the man she had recently known in life ; and that his neck was 
swollen to a level with his chin. While Mrs. Walton narrated these circumstances 
to me, memory renewed vividly the horrors she had witnessed during these strange 
and appalling events. 



* Raierred to on p. 106. 
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After Spencer's body had been consigned to his friends, the cart proceeded in 
the direction of Heptonstall, two miles distant. On crossing the bridge of Hebden 
and before ascending the ' Buttress,' an extremely steep road at the foot of Hepton- 
stall Bank, the cart halted at an old hostel called ' The Hole in the Wall.' This 
name was probably derived from the circumstance of its having been battered by 
cannon shot during the si^e of Heptonstall in the Civil wars of the seventeenth 
century. 

The people of Heptonstall, and the inhabitants of the farm steads that were 
scattered over the surrounding heights, seated on the slopes, and crowding the 
tortuous and narrow way which led to the church of St, Thomas the Martyr, waited 
in pitying sadness, the arrival of Saltonstall's body. With difficulty, the cart was 
drawn and pushed up the long and steep ascent to Heptonstall ; and, as it neared 
the place, the crowd thronged the road, many following the coipse from the valleys, 
raising their bands with loud murmurings and lamentations that were carried afar by 
the winds which rarely cease in these northern heights. His home was reached ; 
and, after a few days of mourning by his friends, his coffin was carried through the 
porch of St. Thomas's Church, — past the grave of David Hartley — where the funeral 
service was said, and Saltonstall was buried with Christian rites." 

THE END OF THE COINERS. 

With the hanging of Thomas Spencer we come to the end of the members of the 
gang of coiners, for in so far as this part of the country was concerned, the gang was 
now completely broken up. Here and there certainly an occasional counterfeiter was 
still caught carrying on the illicit trade, but there was no longer the association whose 
members held together to the detriment of the welfare of the public. If the 
debasing of the coinage was not as complete as it had been some hundred years 
previously, when, according to Macaulay (who obtained his information from the 
Egerton MSS.) the whole country must have suffered far more seriously than it did 
in the period under review, nevertheless the Yorkshire coiners had done their utmost 
to spread trouble and misery far and wide. Happily the first reform, namely that of 
milled edged coins, had laid a sound foundation to work upon, and with more 
enlightened times and improved conditions, and the opening up of the valleys, men 
who otherwise might have been coiners turned their abilities to better uses, so that 
when the gang was once rooted out, little by little counterfeiting and depreciation of 
the currency soon became reduced to a minimum. This desirable end was, however, 
also largely brought about by increased vigilence on the part of the authorities of the 
Mint, not only as regards the quality of the coinage produced, but in a very large 
measure to the increased quantity of coin put into circulation. When traders and the 
public became supplied »dth the requisite amount of coin for daily use, the pubhc 
soon got to learn the difference between good and bad coin, and this knowledge made 
it more and more difRcult for bad coin to circulate. 

THEIR ALLEGED DEXTERITY. 

One often hears at the present day of the cleverness of the coiners. We are 
told that often the officers of the Crown were defeated in attempting to bring 
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counterfeiters to justice, by the nimbleness with wbicb the coiners when suddenly 
pounced upon would, from making bad coin, suddenly be found making jewellery or 
buttons ! Only a few weeks ago in fleptonstall churchyard (where by the by I was 
firstly shown the wrong grave when I was searching for King David's) I was told 
that David Hartley was so nimble with his tools that he could drill a hole edgeways 
through a sixpence ! We may take it that this talk about their dexterity, popular 
belief though it may be, is all nonsense. It is true we have no tangible proof before 
us in the shape of counterfeit coins, but the Bankfield dies do not shew any dexterity 
in their make. So also from the description of the counterfeited coins given 
in the newspapers of the day, it is at once clear that the workmanship was 
anything but clever. There is, however, already a considerable halo of romance 
hanging about the doings of these men, and no doubt as time rolls, much more 
that is l^endary will surround the remembrance of their misdeeds. 

THE END OF THE YORKSHIRE COINERS. 



HALIFAX XVnth CENTDRY TOKENS. 
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HallifM 1666 His Halfpeny. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Fig. j:. — Girl Spinning. From Frontispiece of " Essay on Halifax," printed in 17(11. 

To the stranger coming into Halifax the town is very disappointing for it 
appears to consist of nothing but new and uninteresting streets. But he must not 
judge by appearances and with a iittle patience he will, historically at least, find Halifax 
one of the most interesting towns in the Kingdom. It is said that for sanitary pur 
poses as well as for the general safety of the public, nearly all the old and artistic 
buildings have been pulled down, but in the outskirts of the town and indeed through- 
out that large part of the West Riding which was at one time included within the 
boundary of the Parish of Halifax, tnany characteristic buildings are still to be met 
with. In connection with these buildings we have their traditions and in them we 
also find domestic articles of discarded use. In these outlying districts, in the distant 
valleys and on the edges of the moors, the population has retained much of its old life. 
The early days of this old Ufe are vividly brought before us in Mr. John Lister's 
carefully drawn papers; " The Making of Halifax," &c. 

A dwelling following, in point of time of erection, the period covered by Mr. John 
Lister's chapter is to be found in the "House by the May Pole" the description of 
which helps us to realise the arrangements of a home of a well to-do Halifax 
merchant some five hundred years ago. Belonging to these times is the Halifax 
Gibbet. So much that has been written about this is incorrect, writer after writer 
blindly following his predecessor, that the careful and complete researches into the 
circumstances of Halifax Gibbet Law will I think be welcome to EngHsb historians 
quite as much as to the public in general. While searching in the news- 

papers for material for the Yorkshire Coiners, numerous references to the building of 
the Halifax Piece Hall, were found and as they are to all intents and purposes 
new I have threaded them lightly together in the Chapter on "the Genesis of the 
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Manu^turers' HaJI." Smeaton's plan of the town, made when this celebrated 
eogineer was surveying the country for the Aire and Calder Canal, and when he was 
preparing the first scheme for a water supply to the town, shews us the plan of the 
streets as they existed in 1761 and gives us a little more information than Watson's 
map does. Altogether as might have heen expected the lay of the old streets has 
not much altered, although new cross streets and innumerable additions have since 
been made. Fielding's Picture of the town some thirty years later is of almost equal 
interest with its wide as yet unbuilt over areas, but being taken from a point which 
was then practically outside the town we are unable to trace the position of the 
buildings shewn with Smeaton's map. Fielding was followed some twenty five 
years later by John Horner whose published Collection of Views of Halifax and 
neighbourhood is too well known to want more than a passing reference here. After 
him, Binns, the local portrait painter, ixjqueathed us some beautiful pencil drawings — 
alas only too few— dating from 1842-1856 and these are now published for the first 
time. Then after a longer interval Mr. John Leyland issued his collection of valuable 
etchings of old buildings and after him again J. R. Smith published his collection of 
interesting lithographic views of the town. He is now followed by Mr. H. R. Oddy 
a successful Royal Academy exhibitor whose vigorous pen, pencil and water colour 
drawings have quite a charm of their own and are now for the first time made 
public. Not the least interesting in the history of a people is the fashion of Ladies 
Hairdressing, a subject not often touched upon, but of which we have some particulars 
in connection with Halifax. For some reason Halifax "Slip Ware" does not seem 
to have been noticed by any writer on Pottery; the illustrations of this ware which 1 
have been able to collect for Bankfield Museum, are now for the first time brought to 
the notice of the public. A special interest attaches to Domestic Articles gone out of use 
as well as to samples of local Copper Plate Prints, Scholastic Advertisements, &c. &c,, 
and for these a small place has been found in these pages. The town and district 
have not been without their distinguished men, of whom 1 may just mention Bishop 
Farrar, Archbishop Tillotson, and Joah Bates the celebrated musician. Their lives 
have been described elsewhere, but to most readers the exploits of The Frobishers 
of Halifax, and of Christopher Rawson will be new. 

It is with the object of putting on permanent record some of these more 
interesting memorials of the vanished and vanishing ' past ' of the people of the 
town and district of Halifax that the following pages are published. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE MAKING OF HALIFAX. 

Bv John Lister, M.A. 

" If any travelour (at the proper season of the year, when the fields are drest in 
their gayest liverys) takes a view from the top of Halifax Bank, of the adjacent 
country, he can scarce see a more delightful prospect." So writes a visitor to Halifax 
of the seventeenth century. But had this visitor viewed from the top of Halibx 
Bank the adjacent country, say 400 years earlier than be did, he might perchance 
have been more charmed— if possible — with the " delightful prospect." Before we 
enter upon the task of gleaning the hard and practical facts that must serve as 
material for our story of the " Making of Halifax town," it will not be amiss to 
indulge— a little and judiciously — our imaginative faculties, and endeavour to fashion 
and set before our minds a picture of the place viewed from the Bank Top, as it 
appeared — suppose we say — in the early years of the 14th century. The church 
lying at our feet in the hollow, where it lies to-day, first, naturally, attracts the eye; 
though it is not the " black but comely " building so familiar to Halifax folk. The 
structure is considerably smaller than our present one, and yet, may be, far more 
graceful and architecturally attractive ; for it was reared in those latter glorious days 
of the 13th century, in which the cathedral builders' artistic skill and cunning were 
at their highest pitch of perfection. Around the church, shadowed by sombre yew 
trees, the grass of the quiet God's acre shows green, where fifteen generations of 
Halifax folk wilt, at the bidding of that Aogel who is deaf to prayer, lay them down in 
peace and take their rest. On the south side of the church, and only parted from the 
churchyard by Kirkgate, we see the newly-built vicarage house, with its quaint 
oaken gables and narrow mullioned windows, the home, we are told, of Master 
Ingelard, the first Vicar of Halifax, A sprinkling of timber and clay-built cottage 
homes (say about 25 in number) nestle round the church ; while a few other lowly 
dwellings are scattered here and there in isolated places, where the sweat of the 
brow, and the labour of spade and plough have wrested little patches of earing land, 
meadow, and pasture, from the dominion of whins and heather, that seem to reign 
triumphantly over the greater part of the townships of Halifax and Skircoat. What 
is that timber-framed building, somewhat lordlier than its neighbours, that stands 
within a stone's throw — towards the north-west — of the parish church ? If you 
question that cowherd yonder, he will tell you that it is the Moot Hall — where his 
lord, the Earl of Warren, holds the Hall Moot for all his tenants within the graveship of 
Sowerbyshire, and where, also, the Sheriffs Turns — by royal grant this privilege has 
been conferred upon the Earl's family — are twice in the year assembled. There also 
in that hall — our informant will tell us — the Lord Prior of Lewes, who owns the 
Rectorial Manor — after the Earl's tenants and suitors have been dismissed — holds by 
his Proctor another Hall Moot, to which the tenants of the Rectory come, the 
freeholders to sw^r fealty, do homage, pay rent, prefer plaints against their 
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neighbours, or vica versa ; and the bondsmen and tenants at the lord's will, to 
render an account of the services, they are bound to perform — ploughing, sowing, 
reaping, &c., in the Lord's desmesne lands — and other matters which we shall have 
occasion, perhaps, to mention by-and-bye. Following with our eyes the narrow 
highway, that rises from the church and homesteads, westwards, we catch sight of 
the Town Green, and there espy the ill-famed, ghastly gibbet. Perhaps there come 
to our minds the jingling rhymes of Taylor, the water poet :■ — 

At Halifax, the law so sharp doth deal. 

That who so more than 13 pence doth steal. 

They have a Gin, that wondrous quick and well. 

Sends thieves all headlong into heaven or hell. 
The cultivated lands in the township of Halifax seem, from our point of view, to 
be unenclosed ; but, on looking more carefully, we can discern that they are set out 
around the infant town, in four or five large closes, or fields, which are evidently 
cultivated in common by the inhabitants. If we enquire the names of these open 
fields, we may be told that they are the " Southfield," the " Blackledge-ing," the 
" Netherfield," which as we see, stretches down to the brook — the " Hall Ing" — in 
which stands the Moot Hall, and the " Sydel-lng." Beyond the gibbet, westwards, 
and to the south and north of it stretch wastes of moorland ; but the oakwoods bedeck 
the banks of the clough of Haugh Shaw, and spread their broad branches all the way 
down the clough, past the " Old Well Ing," — where stands the " Well House," the 
common well, whence Halifax maidens are seen bearing by a long trodden path their 
water -pitchers town wards, ^past the Shay, where curls of thin smoke indicate the site 
of a beech embowered dwelling, down to and below Shaw Hill, where the Shaw 
" syke " dehvers its streamlet into the Halifax brook. Beacon Hill and the slopes of 
Southowram Bank are garnished with a thick and shroggy overgrowth of oak and 
ash, only broken here and there by small royds, or clearings, such as the Stony Royd. 
The banks of the Northowram hills are of very similar appearance, the pastures in 
the High Royds, Ellen Royd, and other clearings serving as an agreeable foil to the 
woodland landscape. There is good meadow and good grazing in the " Hai-ley," 
though the " Hailey Banks" themselves are remarkable for their greenwood beauty. 
The Halifax brook — as then known — is a thing of joy to gaze upon, as it leaps in its 
summer sport over the mossy boulders that break its course. The water has a 
healthy moorland hue. Yes, thai log-built bridge under the Cross-hills is North 
Bridge — our forefathers preferred to call it Brig—vihi\e, higher up the stream, where 
Lee Bridge now spans the sullied beck, a crazy timber structure is seen, which our 
guide will tell us is, in the ijtb century, called by the fitting name of the Shakeand- 
Brig. That pleasant holme between these bridges is the site of the future Dean 
Clough Mills. At or a little above the North Brig, the brook is dammed up into a 
small mill-pond, to turn a primitive-looking water-wheel, which gives motive power 
to a pair of full ing -stacks. The faintest suspicion of dye-water seems to be trickling 
into the brook below the water-wheel, but its hazel hue is only deepened for a second, 
and the trout are darting where the tail goit water rejoins the beck. Here may be 
seen toiling at their craft Nelle the Walker (fuller). Bate the Lister (dyer), and the 
latter's workman, Bate-man, who has made a clearing in the wood on the Haley 
banks, which is known as Bateman-rode. Descending the course of the stream, we 
come to Clark Brig, and find another mill-pond, and another water-wheel. This is 
the LiOrd of the Manor's — the Lord Prior's — com mill, as the other was bis fulling 
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mill. Hither must every tenant of the Manor of Halifax bring his com to be 
ground, and pay his mulcture to the steward for the privil^e. That " stout carle," 
Will the Milner, here plies his busy trade. 



THE NAME HALIFAX. 

Having thus attempted to picture to ourselves the physical outlines of 
Halifax early in the fourteenth century it is high time to call upon the scene 
some of the actors, who played, each in his way, his seemingly petty part in 
the making of the material, mental, social, and moral life of the Halifax of 
the after-times. As I only purpose to speak of bets, or of statements that I 
believe fairly represent facts — statements for which we have authority in original 
documents — I shall endeavour to hold myself aloof from theories and speculative 
opinions, "charm they never so wisely." Therefore, I pray to be held excused 
from speculating upon a matter too hard for me— the signification and origin 
of the name of Halifax. I think I need not telt you that the two fantastic 
stories of the " Holy Face " and the Holy Hair, rest only upon the alleged popular 
tales, which Camden, the antiquary of Stuart times, professes to have gathered from 
the mouths of the people of Halifax. Now, Camden was much more likely, in my 
opinion, to have got all the information he obtained from men like John Hanson, the 
antiquary of Rastrick, and Sir Henry Savile, than from the uneducated townsfolk. 
The two stories told him seem to me to have been much more like attempts at an 
etymological explanation of the mystery of the name of Halifax offered to the courtly 
antiquary by his country antiquary friends. We may be sure, in regard to the 
"Holy Face" Legend, that had there been such an alleged relic enshrined in our 
church, the fame thereof would, in medieval days, have sounded through all 
Christendom, and Halifax would have been sought by pilgrims from every country 
in Europe. But we do not find, in any original documents, that even the Halifax 
people themselves were aware of the sacred treasure they are supposed to have 
possessed. There is no reference whatever to the relic in their wills, though they 
frequently left legacies for lights to bum before the images of favourite saints. 
There is no doubt — as 1 believe all modem authorities agree — that under the name 
of Feslei, the existence of Halifax township is indicated in the Domesday Survey. 



THE HALIFAX PARISH CHURCH. 

The reasons that induced the selection of this township, as the site for the Parish 
Church, are as yet undiscovered. Nor does it seem possible [o fix, with any 
certainty, the date of the erection of the first church or chapel here, though it would 
appear to be later than Domesday Book ; for otherwise it is hard to account for the 
omission of any reference to it in the list of churches and chapels recorded in that 
ancient document. Also, the possession by the Earls of Warren of the advowson of 
the church seems to imply that the first church was erected by their powerful family. 
The Manor or Halifax, it is generally held, was granted, as part and parcel of the 
great lorship of Wakefield, by Henry I. to William Earl of Warren and Surrey, the 
son of William, the first Earl, by his wife, Gundred, the daughter probably of the 
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Conqueror of England. He, the second Earl— as is now the approved opinion — gave 
the advowson of our church to the Cluniac Priory at Lewes, founded and finished by 
his father and himself. With the church and its advowson — under the general l^al 
words " its appurtenances " — EccUsiam de Halifax cum suis periinenciis—vteiTei conveyed 
to the monks (the spiritual sons of St. Odo) the township, the tenants, free and unfree 
of the Manor of Halifax, as well as, with all due respect to Mr. Watson, our 
learned Halifax historian — the chapel, manor, and tenants of Heptonstall. The 
manors thus granted were to serve as endowments for the church of Halifax, and 
the chapel at Heptonstall — or, as John Hanson, the old Rastrick antiquary and 
lawyer of Elizabeth's age, expresses it — the manor of Halifax was the dos Ecclesia de 
Halifax — the dowry of that church. Thus to the black robed order of Cluny came 
the very valuable rectory of Halifax, with its churches, chapels, manors, and 
appurtenances — the gift of the chivalrous William, second Earl of Warren. The 
connection thus formed, and until Henry Vfll. days maintained, with the Sussex 
Priory, if it had some drawbacks, had no doubt no little share for good in the making 
of our town, Ixith in spiritual and temporal concerns. For one thing, it brought our 
forefathers into touch with the southern, and, at that time, more prc^ressive and 
cultured part of the kingdom, and the development of the resources of their estate in 
the north was a matter of material interest to its monastic lords. Men of mark in 
the church and also men of mark in the world, sought and often obtained — not 
always influenced, I fear, by the purest of motives — the lucrative emoluments of the 
rectory of Halifax. One of such men was Hubert Walters, rector in the time of 
Henry H,, who, on good and solid ground, 1 believe to have been none other than the 
afterwards shrewd and just Chancellor, and great Archbishop of Canterbury, of the 
reign of King John. In the Record Office I have had the privilege of unearthing 
what I consider to be a most interesting letter from Hubert Walters, wherein, in 
somewhat grandiloquent language, he thanks the Prior and Monks of Lewes for 
having appointed him to, as he styles it, the ignotam eccUsiam de Haliflex. This is, I 
fancy, the earliest original document extant, in which the name of our town occurs. 
The date of the letter — as indicated by the character of the writing — tallies with the 
period at which the Archbishop- to- be was Dean of York (ri86-8g) a preferment he 
obtained — as he most probably did that of Halifax, through the powerful patronage, 
the potentes preces, as the Monks of Lewes would have said, of his uncle, Ranulf de 
Glanvil, the famous justiciar, and author of the first treatise we possess on English 
Law. A circumstance that seems to confirm the notion that Hubert Walters, Rector 
of Halifax — the fattest living save two in Yorkshire — and Hubert Walters — the 
great Archbishop — were one and the same person, may be found in the legal terms 
em ploy ed^~some what, perhaps, pedantically — in the letter from the Rector to the 
Prior, just referred to. Now we know that the Archbishop began public life as a 
clerk to his great legal uncle — he was a clericus curialis — as is stated in Hoveden's 
account of his appointment to the Deanery of York — clericus RaHulfi de Glanvil — and 
probably knew more about pleas than prayers when he was Rector of Halibx — a 
place it is not improbable, from what we shall be told presently about his successors 
in the Rectory, that he never troubled himself to visit, much less to reside at. Of 
the Rectors of Halifax we only seem to possess two names. Hubert Walters, just 
mentioned, and William de Champvent, otherwise written "Chanvent," who was 
the last Rector before the impropriation of the Rectory to the Monks in 1274. In 
the sad volume of our Parish Church Registers, a former Halifax antiquary and 
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parish clerk — John BrearclifFe — has made a copy, from some source or other, of the 
documents relating to the Impropriation of the Rectory. Either the document from 
which he copied was faulty, or he has misread the originals. He gives William de 
Champvent's name as William de Chameur, and in one place describes the bishopric 
to which this Rector was promoted as " epixopatum Losodonensem," and in another, as 
epUcofatum Lofonensem. The bishopric in fact was that of Lausanne, in Switzerland, 
to which De Champvent was elected by the Chapter of Lausanne, on the 21st July, 
1273, and apparently consecrated by Pope Gregory X, on the 19th October in the 
same year. 

SOME OLD HALIFAX CHARTERS. 

A charter — interesting as being one of the oldest that 1 know of relating to our 
town — is preserved in the Public Record Office, among the ancient charters formerly 
belonging to the Priory of Lewes. By this charter, which is undated, but seems to 
have been drawn about the year 1260, William de Champvent, the Rector of Halifax, 
evidently acting in the character of Lord of that Manor, confirms the purchase of 
certain lands in Halifax, called the Upper and Lower Syahcrofts, which Adam the 
Clerk, of Skircoat, had bought of one Matthew Thomas-son, of Halifax. Matthew 
and Adam seem to have been freehold tenants of the manor, and unable to alienate 
their land without the consent of the lord thereof. The names of the chief men of 
the neighbourhood, who witnessed this deed, and almost all other local deeds about 
this period, may be of interest. They are — John de Eland, Hugh (his son), Rc^er 
de Rasirick, Thomas de Copley, Thomas de Cunale, William de Trimingham, and 
John, Thomas-son, of Northland. Adam, the Clerk, of Skircoat, was the Hali^ 
conveyancer of the days of King Henry HI., and most of the deeds of the time are 
attested by him under the description — "Adam Clericus de SkircoU, scriptor hujta 
script*." Not unlike many of his modem brethren, he, apparently, found his pro- 
fession, even in those rough days — when the sword was worth more than the pen — a 
sufficiently remunerative one, and he became the purchaser, not only of the crofts in 
Halifax, of which mention has been made, but of other property. Another charter 
in the Record Office records his purchase of the life interest in her dower land of 
Eva, the widow of William Withir, of Haiibx. This fair lady seems to have been 
in what the Victorian penny-a-liner is apt to call " affluent circumstances." 



AN IMPOSING SEAL 

still clings to her charter of release, bearing a flutr-de-Us device, circumscribed with 
the name of Eva. There is one peculiarity about this charter which I have not 
observed in any other. In the attestation clause, the lady declares — " I have set my 
seal to this writing, and to make this quit-claim more secure, have taken my corporal 
oath, and found as my sureties, John the Grave (prepositus), of Halifax, my husband 
{2d ?); Bate-man, of Halifax; and William, William-son, of Ovenden." The 
witnesses were Sir William, of Eland, chaplain ; Sir Walter, the chaplain, and tota 
villata de Halifax — the whole township of Halifax. It would seem, forsooth, that 
Adam, the Clerk, of Skircoat, intended that his purchase should be made as safe and 
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sure as the law of the time, by deed of release, sealing, corporal oath, sureties, and a 
host of witnesses could make it. Historical reminiscences possibly suggested mis- 
trust of Eve, It dona ferentem. A shrewd man of law, no doubt, was Adam ! 
So great A purcbasour waa Dowbcre none, 
All was fee simpEe to him in effect, 
His purchasing miglit not beeo in suspect. 

{Chaucer— Sergeanl-al-Law.) 
But, Adam de Skircote ! 

" Where be thy quiddities now ? thy quillets ? thy cases ? 
Th; tenures and thy tricks ? 



SOME THIRTEENTH CENTURY CURATES. 

It appears from a contemporary deed that at this date — about 1260 — there 
were, at least, two chaplains assisting the Rector, or, probably, it would be more 
correct to say, serving in the non-resident Rector's stead, at the Parish Church. 
Their names were Sir Walter de Peverel-thorpe and Sir Rc^er de Bradford, who are 
legally described as tunc capdlani de Halifax. Sir William de Eland, the chaplain, 
who witnessed Eva's charter, may have ministered at Elland Church. Sir — the 
lower clei'gy bore the title of "Sir" in these days, and until the seventeenth 
century, as in Shakespeare, "Sir Hugh, persuade me not" — Sir William of 
Elland was, evidently, a man of position in the parish. He was, withal, the 
owner of the Sfony-rode, in Snthuverum, which he had purchased of Richard, 
the Clerk, of Halifex. Some few years later — about the year 1280 — for the 
name of Ingelard, the first vicar of Halifax, appears among the witnesses to the 
deed — this chaplain of Elland granted "all that essart" — royd— "which is called 
Stonyrode and Listar-pighelis to one Amabell, the daughter of William Cisscr, i.e., 
the Tailor, of Halifax, and her boys," puens suis — the latter described by the chaplain 
as being alumpni met. 1 think this deed is the earliest in which reference is made to 
the existence of any trade or craft in Halifax. But here we have not only a tailor 
mentioned, but the art of dyeing indicated as being practised ; — for the name Lislar- 
Pighelis signifies the small meadows, or any small enclosed pieces of land occupied by 
the Lister i.e. the dyer. To this charter, which is preserved in the Bodleian 
Library, at Oxford, a very fine seal is attached. It represents a vested priest 
standing at an altar, chalice in hand, with the inscription — " 5 [igillum] Willelmi de 
Halijax, capellani " s + and then some letters follow that do not seem to be 
decipherable. A rather ridiculous mistake, in connection with this deed, has crept 
into the catalogue of ancient charters, belonging to the Bodleian Library. The 
compiler of the catalogue inform us, that one of the witnesses is Ingelard, Mayor of 
Halifax. The idea of a Mayor of Halifax in the reign of Edward L is slightly 
comical ! The word supposed to be Mayor is really, need I say, vicar in the original 
deed. A good many charters of the latter part of the 13th century, relating to the 
parish of Halifax, are extant in sundry and divers places, the Record Office, British 
Museum, and Bodleian. Regarding these, the soul of the antiquary is at rest, 
satisfied that they are in safe keeping. But other ancient charters, perhaps, equally 
valuable historically, and of no value at all legally, are lying perdus in the solicitors' 
olHces of this and other towns. Would that they, too, might be safe folded in some 
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public national institution. From particulars revealed in charters of this description, 
that I have seen, I gather that our town was making some little progress in that 
progressive period, the 13th century. 



THE TOWN OF HALIFAX FINED. 

But from the Coroners' rolls, in the Record Office, we learn that our townsmen were 
not always exemplary, in the days of King Henry 111, in the performance of their 
civil duties. One of those duties, for instance, was, in accordance with the statutory 
provisions of the great Assize of Clarendon, to make presentments of murders or 
felonies committed in their township. The presentment was to be made by four 
good and lawful men of the township. Also four such men, and the reeve, were 
bound to attend the Assizes, when they were held, as representatives of the township. 
In 1252 or 3, the villata de Halifax was amerced 20s. for a default in one of these two 
duties. Other neighbouring townships were also amerced, e.g. Southowram one 
mark, for not apprehending an outlaw, hight. Bate Russel. Rastrick has to pay two 
marks for many offences not detailed, and Fixby, one mark for not coming to the 
Coroners' Quest. The faring to and from York, and tarrying the law's delays there, 
were doubtless so irksome and so costly to the "good and lawful men," of the 
townships, that they, perchance, esteemed the payment of these amercements the 
lesser of two evils. 

NON-RESIDENT HALIFAX RECTORS.-THE MILK AND WOOL, 
ALIAS THE LOAVES AND FISHES. 

The date 1274 is a somewhat notable one in our annals. It will not have 
escaped your notice, perhaps, that the Rectors of Halifax, were, if judged by the 
instances of Hubert Walters and William de Champvent, not exactly the most suitable 
clerics to be pastors of the Church's flock here, the former being a clercius curialis, 
having more of the man of law than of the churchman about him, and the latter 
being, as plainly appears by his uncouth surname, and the outlandish title of the 
bishopric to which he was promoted, an uiwwig'eno— a foreigner. Do we misjudge these 
ecclesiastics if we assume that their spiritual duties at Halifax were almost entirely 
performed by the chaplains, of some of whom mention has been lately made, the 
rectors themselves probably holding other preferment, and residing in more pleasant 
places, where there was better society to be found than existed in the village of 
Halifax. We are, also, told by the Archbishop of York's Vicar-General, that, while 
neglecting to feed their flock, these unworthy churchmen did not forget to claim the 
— milk and wool — " lac et lana," which they desired— "^rius guam salutem aniinarum." 
The Vicar-General continues, in his severe indictment, to allege that, frequently, on 
account of its uber fructus et proventus pinguedo many clerici curiales (of whom perhaps 
Hubert Walters was rather a favourable specimen) and sometimes aiienigena (such 
as De Champvent), who did not know the langutige of the kingdom, by oppressive 
action, and the powerful prayers of princes have wrested the Church — i.e., the advow- 
soo — by violent threats, from the hands of the Prior and Convent of Lewes, its 
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patrons, and, when these men have thus been admitted, they have most miserably 
neglected their pastoral duty. This wretched state of things seems to have come to 
a head on the induction — probably against the will of the monks — of William de 
Champvent. Neither the monks, nor, we suppose, the people of the parish of Halifax, 
could stand these abuses any longer. 



APPEAL TO THE POPE. 

In their difBculty and distress, the Prior of Lewes and his brethren appealed to 
the Pope — Alexander IV.— who, in reply, issued a Bull — a copy of which still exists 
in the Archbishops' Registers at York — by which he empowered the monks, on the 
event of the death, or resignation of William, the then Rector, to take to themselves 
possession of the church and its revenues, " ordinarii vel cujuscunq. irrequisito consensu." 
This Bull was dated at Viterbo, in the year 1256, Rector William, however, did 
not release his tight hold of the church and its dower lands, and uber fruclus, until 
17 years later, when he resigned the Rectory on his promotion to the bishopric of 
Lausanne. Upon this, the Prior and monks of Lewes immediately presented 
Ingelatd Turbard, their clerk — as they call him— and pray the Archbishop of York, 
Walter GiSard, to make a fixed apportionment of the fruits of the benefice between 
themselves and the Vicar. They also pray His Grace to assign a suitable manse as 
the settled place of residence of the Vicar, and to apportion him out of the income 
of the benefice, tithes, &c., to the value of, at least 50 marks. Most important of all, 
they beg the Archbishop to enjoin upon the Vicar the duty of strict residence at 
Halifax, among the sheep of that pasture. The letter of presentation sent by the 
monks reached the Archbishop, just as he was on the eve of setting forth for the 
great CEcumenical Council of Lyons, where he would shortly hear the creed of Nicoea 
intoned in friendly harmony, by the Pope and the Patriarch of Constantinople, in the 
presence of the bishops — for once re-united — of Western and Eastern Christendom. 



GREAT AND SMALL TITHES. 

The Primate of York, however, before he fared on his way, enjoined his Vicar- 
General to proceed, without delay, with the Prior's business, and the latter drew up 
an instrument, of which a copy may be seen in the 2nd vol. of the Parish Registers, 
and which may also be read, in print, in Mr. Watson's History. Suffice it to say, 
that, by this instrument, a decree of apportionment was made by the Archbishop's 
Vicar- General, in accordance with, to quote the ipsisstma verba of the tatter, the grant 

made by "Pope Alexander IV. of happy remembrance the Vicar of our 

Lord," and in accordance with the wishes of the Prior and Monks of Lewes. 
Practically, the settlement was that the Great Tithes should go to the monks as 
rectors, and the Small Tithes to the Vicar. The Feast of the Finding of the Holy 
Cross, in the year 1274, must have been a ;our de fite in Halifax, when Gilbert de 
Sancto Leo^rdo, the Archbishop's Vicar- General, assisted by Master R. Wickham, 
his Grace's Official ; the rectors of Thornhill, Birstall, and Heaton ; Master Hugh 
de Sancto Oswaldo, Dean of Pontefract ; and three of the black-robed monks of 
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Lewes, celebrated High Mass in the church, and having read out before the whole 
assembly of the parish of Halifax, the Decree of Impropriation, thereupon with all 
solemnity inducted our first vicar. 



THE VALUE OF THE HALIFAX RECTORY. 

Can we obtain any notion of the value of the rectory of Halifax before the 
ordination of the vicarage ? The terms used by the Archbishop's Vicar-General — uber 
fructus, pinguedo, 3a:., tt^ether with the unseemly struggle, the oppressionis, the preces 
prindpum, that were resorted to, whenever the benefice was void, to obtain it, show 
that it must have been esteemed a great prize. That it was, in fact, a most valuable 
benefice, we learn from the document called the Taxatio EaUsiastica, made in the 
year 1292, by the authority of Pope Nicholas IV. In this valuation, which was taken 
of all the livings in the kingdom, on the occasion of the Pont iff granting the tenths to 
King Edward I. towards defraying an expedition to the Holy Land, we find that the 
rectory and vicarage of Halifax is set down at £"109 6s. 8d., of which sum ^93 5s. 
8d. fell to the share of the monks of Lewes, and ^16 to the vicar. I suppose these 
valuations were made on the net revenue, as we know already that income to the 
value of 50 marks, or ^£33 2s. 6d., had been assigned to the vicarage by the Arch- 
bishop, in the Ordination Decree. 



A CHURCH BUILDING ERA.-THE PARISH CHURCH. 

The end of the 13th century saw a great revival of religious life. The sons of 
St. Francis, who seem to have been popular in Halifax, were not preaching in vain, 
in the highways and hedges, to the poor the evangel of the heavenly kingdom. With 
the growth of religious fervour, mediaeval art rose to an eminence that was not 
excelled — nay, not equalled, perhaps, in the centuries that followed. Bloxam tells us 
in regard to architecture, " That for grace of design and beauty of execution, the 
ecclesiastical buildings of the reign of Edward I. surpass those of any age, before or 
since his days." The 13th century united, Dr. Stubbs, Bishop of Oxford, writes : — 
" All that is noble " in the 12th, with " all that is romantic in the 14th century." The 
last quarter of the 13th century, saw, we may remind ourselves, among other 
triumphs of art, the glorious nave of York Minster, the Angel Choir of Lincoln, and 
the Chapter House — the domia domorum — of York arise — buildings destined to call 
forth the praise and admiration even of the matter-of-fact era in which our lot of life 
is cast. At this golden age of art — about 1290, probably— the zeal of the first Vicar, 
and the liberality of the people of Halifax parish, largely assisted, doubtless, by the 
gifts of the monks, led to the rebuilding, or partial rebuilding, of the church, in that 
geometrical order of architecture transitional between the Early English and 
Decorated styles. Of this building, unhappily, but a fragment of its northern nave 
wall, and two double-light windows in that wall, one in a later wall, and the inner 
doorway of the north porch, remain. Nor are we able to determine, with any 
certainty, the dimensions of this thirteenth century church. 
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HALIFAX IN THE TIME OF ITS FIRST VICAR. 

Ingelard, our first vicar, held the vicarage from his induction in 1274, uhtil his 
death, on the 28th May, 1315, the year after the — for England — ill-starred battle of 
Bannockburn. From abundant documentary material, we obtain information as to 
the character of the lord of the Liberty of Sowerbyshire, of which Halifax was part 
and parcel, and of the life and condition of the people themselves, during the time of 
this Vicar's rule over the parish. In the thirteenth year of King Edward 1. (12&4-5), 
that far-sighted monarch appointed John de Kirkby, then Treasurer of England, and 
his fellows, to hold a Royal Commission, to inquire on the oath of jurors, concerning 
the titles of manors, liberties, and their value, and of their franchises, held either 
immediately of the Sovereign, or of others who held of the king in capiU. John de 
Kirkby, among other counties, held an inquest in the king's name in Yorkshire, But 
he and his brother commissioners did not, as we may suppose, meet with a very kindly 
welcome in the prosecution of their errand from all the lords of manors and holders 
of franchises, whose title deeds they were commissioned to search. 



THE KING'S OFFICERS FORBIDDEN TO ENTER THE LIBERTY 
OF HALIFAX. 

The Earl of Warren made himself particularly conspicuous by the firm stand he 
took against — what he held to be — these inquisitorial proceedings, and ordered his 
baiH& not to permit the King's officers to enter his liberty^ — to visit Wakefield or 
Halifax — and his tenants flatly refused not only to answer interrogatories, but to 
attend the sittings of the Commission. So the Commissioners in their return are 
obHged to state that, as regards the Earl's possessions, they are not able to make any 
report. Earl Warren went further. He not only barred the King's officers from 
entering his domain, but he bared a rusty sword and flung it on the Justices' table. 
" This, sirs," he said, " is my warrant. By the sword our fathers won their lands, 
when they came over with the Conqueror, and by the sword we will keep them." 



ALLEGED UNWARRANTED TOLLS IN SOWERBYSHIRE. 

In 1281 or 2 (9 Edward I.) the Earl, however, condescended to answer certain 
charges sworn against him at the assizes held at Scarborough. We find from the 
Hundred Rolls — not, I think, even referred to by Mr. Watson — that his stewards 
were accused of having, after the battle of Evesham — and ever since that date — 
been in the habit of taking the toils, called " Dortol " and " Huctol," at the doors of 
sellers and buyers, in the liberty of the county (sic.) of Sowerbyshire, where they had 
no right of a sale market ; and, moreover, if any persons dared speak against them, 
forthwith they amerced them, and forced them to act against the ancient custom. 
Also, the Earl himself was charged with having, in the time of King Henry III., 
appropriated to himself a forest in all the territories of Halifax, Skircoat, Ovenden, 
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and other townships in Halifax parish. I do not know what answer the Earl made 
to the charge of taking unwarranted tolls; but as to the forest question, be replied 
that he claimed no forest, but that he did claim — and was entitled by hereditary right 
to do so— free chace and free warren in 1-Ialifax and the, rest of Sowerbyshire, and in 
the Graveship of Hipperholme. He, further, produced a charter, granted by King 
Henry IH., in support of his contention, Mr. Watson gives an assessment^ 
which he says is taken from Kirkby's Inquest, but is not to be found in the volume 
published by the Surtees Society — in which Halifax is set down as paying a tax 
of IIS., while Hipperholme is rated at aos. Hahbx stands in the r3th place, out of 
19 townships in the parish — a very lowly position. 



COURT ROLLS OF THE MANOR OF WAKEFIELD.-THE POLICE 
COURTS OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY. 

For the life and manners of the people of Halifax we must turn to quite a 
diHerent set of documents. These documents, the importance of which, for the 
purpose can hardly be over-estimated, are the Court Rolls of the Manor of Wake- 
field, on which are not only engrossed the proceedings of all the Hall Motes held 
withiD the Honour, but also those of the Turns, which, perhaps, for the illustration 
of social progress, are the more interesting of the two. The Court Rolls of the 
Rectorial Manor of Halifax, which would be most valuable, as showing the descent 
of families and property, resident and situate in that manor, have unfortunately dis- 
appeared. We know that they were in evidence within living memory, and it would 
be a most fortunate thing could they be discovered. Failing these, we have to fall 
back upon the Wakefield Rolls for the information they can furnish in regard to the 
Turns, which were held twice a year at Halifax by the Bailiff of the Lord of Wake- 
field Manor, after the Hail Mote business connected with the Graveship of Sowerby 
had been despatched. The oldest specimen of an English Court Roll yet discovered 
bears date 1246; but it is quite exceptional in its antiquity, and, on good authority, 
we are told that " roils of Edward I. time are rare, and those of Henry HI. very 
rare." Our Wakefield Rolls, therefore, beginning in the second year of Edward I., 
are not to be despised, on the score of lack of antiquity ; but their real value of course 
lies in their contents. Before opening these rolls, however, it is necessary that 
we should form some more or less definite notions regarding the civil and pohce 
government of our town in the time of the Edwards. The Earl of Warren, it will 
be remembered, had given to the Monks of Lewes the Church of Halifax and 
all its appurtenances ; the rectorial Manor of Halifax, the tenants of that manor, 
their rents, their services, being included in the wide word "appurtenances." 
But this grant did not vest in the Cluniac fathers any right to adjudicate in 
civil or criminal matters ; it did not put into their hands the administration of 
justice, or the conservation of the King's peace. Such powers, which, in the 
Opinion of the King and his justices, could only exist in the hands of a subject, 
by virtue of a grant from the Crown, were exercised not in the Court Baron, 
or, as it was called in those days in these parts, tlall Mote of the Prior ; but in the 
SherifTs Turn, which, along with the almost obsolete " View of Frank Pledge," was 
held twice a year by the Bailiff of the Lord of the Manor of Wakefield. The 
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SherifPs Turn was the borough police court of those days. It punished breaches of 
the peace ; it ordered the abatement of nuisances ; and, in most cases, as in Halifax, 
had the privilege of infangthief— the privelege of putting to death tenants guilty of 
theft, taien within a Liberty. These powers — these franchises— the Earls of Warren 
had taken good care to retain in their own strong grip. Thus, while the Halifax 
Hall Mote was held by their proctor in the name of the monastic lords of the 
rectorial manor, twice a year ; the Court Leet for the township, or Sheriff's Turn, as 
is the more correct term, was presided over by the bailiff of the Lords of Wakefield. 
This distinction must be borne in mind, as, otherwise, the jnental mist which has 
fallen upon some of the historians of Halifax, in this matter, may also overtake us. 
Let it be clearly understood then, that while the Prior of Lewes held his court twice 
a year, to sanction transfers among his tenants of their free and copyhold lands and to 
receive their rents, the administration of local police matters rested with the township 
community itself, presided over at the Sheriff's Turns by Earl Warren's Bailiff. With 
this preliminary understanding, we take our places in the Moot Hail, on Monday, the 
morrow of the Feast of the Holy Trinity, A.D. 1 307, to watch awhile the manner and 
form of dispensing justice in the first days of the reign of Edward II. The Earl of War- 
ren, who reignedatthistime, wasjohn^thelastof his line — and his head steward was a 
certain John de Dancaster. Before that of the SherifTs Turn' is begun, we find that 
the business of the Mall Mote of the Manor of Sowerby is lieing proceeded with ; for, 
by long established custom, dating probably to the period prior to the detachment of 
the Manor of Halifax from the Wakefield fee, the Sowerby Manor Court is held in 
the town of Halifax. The description of this Court in the Manor Rolls is : — 
"Hallmola, or Curia de Sowerby, tenia ap«4 Halifax" (the Hall Mote, or Court of 
Sowerby, held at Halifax), Sometimes it is styled the " Magna Curia de Sowerby tenia 
apnd Halifax" (the Great Court, &c.). The Hall Mote, at Halifax, for the Manor of 
Sowerby, did by no means excuse the free tenants of that graveship from attending 
and doing suit at the Magna Cttria de Wakefield. By no means. This Mote seems 
to have been held chiefly on behalf of the copyhold tenants, and to punish offences 
reported by the Foresters of Sowerby. 



AT THE HALL MOTE. 

There are four of these guardians of the Free Chace of Sowerbyshire in the 
Court, we notice, standing ready to make their presentments to the jury of twelve 
freehold tenants which is now being sworn. The grave of Sowerby stands yonder. 
His year of office is, much to his satisfaction, just expiring, and the township will 
shortly have to elect another man in his stead to look after the Earl's rents, and 
receipts for waifs and strays, &c. Owing to the misconduct of his predecessor, who 
omitted, on his roll of last year, to debit himself with certain moneys received, which 
defalcation is to be charged to bis successor, the life of a grave of Sowerby is not 
always as happy as could be desired. The first case that comes before the Steward, 
to-day, we find, is that of Richard, the Or-graver (of whom more anon), and his 
brother, Richard, who, having brought a plea (action) of trespass against Elias of 
the Bank, pay 2s. lor sanction to compromise the suit. John Culpon steps forward, 
and offers to become tbeir surety, and the Steward assents. 
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Then follows an admittance to some copyhold land. John Culpon gives i2d. for 
licence to take half an acre of land in Mithom-rode (Mytholmroyd) of Ingelard of 
Midgley, which land the same Ingelard has taken in from the waste. Culpon is 
permitted to take the land and hold it to himself and his heirs, on condition of his 
doing the services due to the lord — i.e. the ploughings, reapings, &c., which are due 
from a holder of the land thus transferred. 

Then pushes his way to the front, Roger, Amabille's son. This industrious 
fellow obtains, on paying lad., the Lord's sanction to his taking and cultivating one 
acre of new land, i.e., land hitherto untilled, belonging to the waste of Sowerby. The 
yearly rent is to be 6d., and no services are mentioned as required of him. 

Two other similar grants of land are made, an action for debt is compromised 
on payment of 3d., and then a matter of more serious interest is brought up. The 
four Sowerby foresters stand forth and make a presentment against one William 
Swape, for having contemptuously broken down the palings or wall of the Lord's 
pinfold, in which cattle found straying into the woods are impounded, and so having 
caused these cattle to get loose and damage the herbage belonging to the Lord, Earl 
Warren. He is guilty, and is amerced i2d. 

The twelve jurors are now impannelled to try a case of even greater interest. 
William Swaype is in disgrace ^aln. He and John the Weaver, of Werlonley 
(Warley), have, it is found, made an aggravated assault upon Henry, of SaltonstaJl, 
and his brother William. While the latter were going to their ploughing, the 
defendants cut off the handles of their ploughs, and with these weapons grievously 
wounded the plaintiffs. The jury tax the damages at half a. mark, and an order is 
made that Swaype and the Weaver shall make compensation, and they are, withal, 
amerced 2s. Two sureties, Richard, of Saltonstall, and John, son of Jordan, of the 
same place, are bound for them. 

Then the four foresters again come forward, and present a long roll of 40 names 
of persons who have been guilty of infringing the forest regulations. Some of these 
people have allowed their horses or cattle to escape from the townlands into the 
forest of Sowerby and Etringden. William, the Horse-knave, for instance, has 
permitted his steed to trespass in Erringden Park, and is amerced 2d. ; John, the 
Milner, has offended in the same way with his swine. Hugh, the Eremite (Hermit), 
in spite of his character for sanctity, has allowed two plough cattle to wander into 
the forest glades. Cecily, Adam's daughter, has not hindered her mare from trotting 
into the woods at SaltonstaJl. Thomas, of Lithesles, has cut some of the green- 
wood ; and Elias Elison has been found breaking dead wood for house purposes in 
the woods of the Manor. 

These cases disposed of, the Steward finds that Robert of Saltonstall, who was 
appointed Grave of Sowerby last year, has not been strictly honest in his accounts, 
and, like Chaucer's reave, " had stored privily" four shillings, received by him for 
the sale of a " waif " horse, which receipt he had failed to enter on his account roll. 
For this "concealment," Robert is amerced i2d., and the newly-elected Grave is to 
be debited with his predecessor's defalcation. 

This matter settled, William of Locwode advances, and offers 4s. for the 
purchase of a " waif foal." Waif was the name given to property stolen, and left 
behind them in their flight from justice, by thieves. After remaining one year and a 
day unclaimed by the rightful owner, the " waif " was sold for the benefit of the Ljard. 
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The business of the Hallmote, or Manor Court, of Sowerby is now concluded, 
and the amercements, &c., when reckoned up by the steward, are found to amount 
to 36s. id. 



THE SHERIFFS TURN AT HALIFAX. 

The inhabitants of Halifax and of other townships not included in the Manor of 
Sowerby now throng into the Moot Hall ; for the Sheriff's turn is about to be hoiden 
in the name of the King, by the Earl of Warren's bailiff. We see the constables 
and four of the townsmen of each of their townships, who are the representatives of 
those townships, standing ready to make their presentments to the jury which is about 
to be sworn. The Bailiff of the Earl has taken his seat on the rough bench oa the 
dais that the Steward of the Manor has just left empty, and the business of the Turn 
begins. The jury are now sworn, and we find their names are: — Richard of 
Waddeswortb, jun. ; John of Stodelay ; William of the Croft ; John of Chewelleye ; 
Hugh Reginald-son ; John of Miggelay; Adam of Midelton; John Hugh-son of 
Northland ; Adam of Illingworth ; Adam of Miggelay ; Jordan of Skircotes ; and 
Alan of the Lee, 

These good men first of all present on their oath that certain townships — i.e. 
the representatives of certain townships — the constable and his four fellow townsmen 
— have, although summoned, not put in an appearance at the Turn. So Warley, 
Sowerby, Rishworth, Midgley, and Ovenden are all to be amerced. 

Then a charge, similar to many that occur in our modem Borough Police Court, 
is presented. Magota of Wyndehill, has " drawn blood " from the wife of Adam, the 
Tailor. The fair Magota is amerced accordingly. 

Next we hear John Smerlofe fined for having unjustly raised the " hue and cry " 
of his village against William Maunsell and Thomas Peter-son. 

The wife of Thomas of the Hall has been presented to the jury by the constable 
and four men of her town for illegal brewing, and the heavy amercement of I2d. is 
imposed upon her. Five other women, including the wives of Nelle the Walker 
{fuller) and of Bate the Lister (dyer), both of Halifax, have also to pay 6d. each for 
the same misdemeanour. 

These ladies having been disposed of, a matter of very great moment, as 
affecting the conflicting interests of the Lords of the Manors of Wakefield and 
Halifax, has now to be dealt with. The jurors present, " That whereas the Prior of 
Lewes [Lord of the Rectorial Manor of Halifax] has been wont and ought to have 
two courts yearly of all his tenants, after the two Turns of the Eart, the same Prior, 
to the prejudice of our lord, the Earl, has, from the Feast of St. Peter-ad-vincula, in 
the first year of the reign of King Edward, until this present Turn, held by his 
Proctor his court four times, at Halifax, concerning divers actions of trespass, and, 
without the presence and assent of the agents of Our Lord, the Earl, has appointed 
' Ale Tasters,' as though he were lord of the liberty. Moreover he has, by his 
Proctor, inhibited, on the ground of a mere matter of trespass, certain Mativi and 
other tenants of the Earl from dwelling in the township of Halifax ; which inhibition 
to none belongs save only to our Lord, the Earl, on account of his possession of the 
liberty." 
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A record of a " plea of trespass " and the election of constables for the various 
townships, &c., bring the business of the Turn to an end, and its proceeds in the 
shape of amercements are set down on the Roll at tfs. 

There is nothing in the form of a judgment yet come to light to show how the 
pretty little dispute between the Earl of Warren and the Prior of Lewes as to their 
respective feudal prerogatives was decided, but subsequent facts eeem to suggest that 
the layman prevailed over the churchman. At least, in after times, we And that the 
Prior's Courts were only held twice in the year. 

A few items culled from rolls of later years may not be void of interest, as illus- 
trating the manners and customs of our forefathers. In 1330, at the Hallmote of 
Sowerby, held at Halifax, on St, George's Day, we read that the four foresters of 
Sowerby are amerced for contempt towards the lord. Also that, " Whereas at the 
last Sheriffs Court (i.e., Turn) held at Halifax, on behalf of our Lord the Earl, an 
order was made by the Steward on all the tenants, within the free chace of Sowerby, 
that none should keep a dog capable of taking, or chacing, the wild animals of the 
Earl within the chace, under penalty of ^ mark ; and whereas, it was afterwards 
found at this Hall Mote, by the oath of the four foresters, that William the Cowpar, " 
and others, "keep, within the chace, dogs of this kind, they are amerced 
2d. each." This entry means that all the tenants of the manor, in the chace 
of Sowerby, were obliged, under a penalty, to resort to the cruel practice (worse than 
muzzling even) of lawing their dogs, which was nothing else than cutting out the 
balls, or three claws of the fore- feet. The dogs thus lawed, the Earl's deer and other 
game would be comparatively safe from the depredations of poachers. Yet not 
entirely so, for we find that a man of the name of Westwood — his Christian name 
has been eaten off the roll by rats— is ordered to be attached, i.e., arrested, for slaying 
one doe in the Earl's forest. In 1331, the Grave of Sowerby is ordered to take bail 
of John Fulk— a nief (born slave) of the lord — to answer to the lord wherefore he 
dwelleth on free land. Some of the tenants of the manor of Wakefield, about this 
time, were not very particular, we find, as to where they quarried the slates for their 
cottage roofs, for divers of the Rastrick folk are presented for having delved for 
" Thak stones " in the highway of Rastrick, to the dam^e of the said highway. 



THE "BLACK DEATH." 

I have not yet found in the Court Rolls any entries — so often to be found in 
other manors — which indicate the ravages of the terrible " Black Death " of 1348-9. 
Doubtless, a careful search would discover some references to this scourge, by 
which, according to Prof. Roger's estimate, no less than one-third of the population 
perished. In September of the latter year of this pestilence we find, however, that 
Thomas de Gaytington, our third Vicar, died, and that Richard de Ovenden was 
instituted in the following month. The new Vicar, however, was himself succeeded, 
in the month after (November), by another priest. It does not seem improbable 
that both these clergymen were snatched away by the fatal epidemic, known, as it is, 
to have laid low one-half the priests of Yorkshire. It is a singular coincidence, at 
least, also, that in the period of the visitation of the second of the four great 
pestilences which devastated Europe in the fourteenth century — that of 1361-2 — 
Vicar John de Stamford's death occurred. Of this tatter direful visitation, entries 
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on the Rolls, similar to the one I now quote, are very significant. " Richard Maunsel 
took 5a. ijr. in Prior-rode, in Hipperholme, which John Bate-son held after the 
great pestUenct." 

THE GIBBET. 

Under date of the year 1360, is to be found a reference to the bmoiis Halifax 
Gibbet Law. We read that at a Court, held in the beginning of this year, of Isabel, 
Countess of Warren — widow of the last Earl of Warren — it was found by an 
inquest, " that, if any tenant of the Lordship shall have been beheaded for theft, or 
other cause, the said tenant ought not to lose his inheritance, notwithstanding any 
lease made, the meantime, by the steward.'' According to the law of the realm, 
felonies were punishable by loss of lands not entailed, and of goods and chattels, 
real and personal. Thus it would appear that the custom of our country leaned to 
the side of mercy in this respect, though such mercy, one would think, would have 
been to the prejudice, rather than otherwise, of the Lady of the Manor. The words, 
"or other cause," have exercised Mr. Watson's mind, and they certainly require 
explanation, because the prerogative of " infeingthief," enjoyed by the Lords of the 
Liberty, applied only to thieves and robbers taken within the Liberty. Watson has, once 
and for all, disposed of Wright's (Midgley's) notion, that this custom of having and 
using the gibbet was part and parcel of forest law ; whereas, it was really a privilege, 
not unseldom granted by the Crown to a powerful subject. Much nonsense has been 
written about the "Forest of Hardwick," to which this privilege of infang-ikief was 
erroneously supposed by Bentley and Wright— presumably led by Midgley — to have 
appertained. The very name Hardwick — as Watson truly observes— is not to be met 
with in any ancient record, and the jorest itself was only a forest by courtesy, for, 
legally, none but the King had the right to possess a forest. The latter was a royal 
franchise, and differs from a chase in this respect, that while a chase means a preserve 
for game belonging to a subject, a forest is a tract of ground held for a similar 
purpose by the King. The so-called " Forest of Hardwick " is only known in the 
Wakefield Court Rolls, as the " Free Chase," and, sometimes, by courtesy, " Forest 
of Sowerby-shire." But the Gibbet Law —the privilege of »«/a«g^A«/— derived its 
origin from neither chase, nor forest. The peculiarity about the Halifax Gibbet Law 
lies in the circumstance of its protracted survival here until the middle of the 
seventeenth century ; long after such summary and antique law had disappeared from 
all other places, where, as in our own town, it had prevailed in feudal times. This 
long continuance is accounted for by Watson on the ground, that the clothiers of the 
parish found the gibbet a useful aid to the protection and safe-guarding of their cloth. 
This reason hardly seems to explain the fact, but I am, at present, unable to suggest 
a better. Watson's notion finds, however, some countenance in the sixteenth century 
romance of Thomas, of Reading, written by Thomas Deloney, a celebrated ballad 
writer. In this racy narrative, Hodgskins, of Hallux, and his fellow clothiers, are 
represented as having obtained the valuable privilege of the gibbet from the Crown, 
for the purpose of punishing those who filched their cloth from the tenters. Of so 
meek and mild a mood, according to this story, were our Halifax forefathers, that 
none, among them all, could be found to play the stern and severe part of hangman. 
At last, however, a " feat friar " came to the rescue of the tender consciences of the 
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townsfolk, by the timely invention of a "gin," which was capable of cutting off 
the heads of "valiant rogues," without the direct intervention of human hands. 
Dismissing this pretty fabie with a smile, I think that the custom of the gibbet 
ought to have an attraction for the student of the history of our criminal law. 
Justice Stephens in his History of the Criminal Law, has instanced the procedure, 
in the seventeenth century, in the trial of criminals under the Gibbet Law, as 
a legal curiosity, displaying "at every point, traces of the earliest form of our 
judicial institutions," and, quoting Sir F. Palgrave, "the last vestige of the law 
of infang-thief." "The townships," Stephens continues, "are represented each 
by four men, who are brought up by the constable, who represented and succeeded 
to the reeve. The bailiff charges them to inquire, much as a justice might have 
charged the inquest in Bracton's day." According to Bentley and Wright, d%u 
Midgley, the four jurors summoned from each town were called frith burghers. This 
term never occurs, to my knowledge, in any original local documents, and the frith- 
borh, from which it is derived, was unknown by that name in Yorkshire and the 
north, where this Anglo-Saxon institution, more familiar to us under the name of 
Frank-pledge, was denominated tenmantutaU. Really, the representation of the 
townships by the constable and four men of each township, seems to have had no 
connection with the Frank-pledge, at frith borh system, as imagined by Midgley and 
his followers; but to have been founded upon the assize of Clarendon (A.D. ii66), 
by which it was ordained that, for the administration of justice, " in every county, 
and every hundred, inquiry shall be made by twelve of the most lawful men of the 
hundred, and by four of the most lawful men of every township, concerning robbers, 
murderers," and other male-factors. The idea that the Gibbet Law was a forest law, 
and yet, as such, was executed through the machinery of frith-burghers, shows what 
a mist of mental confusion befogged the author of the " Gibbet Law book," and 
those writers who have followed him in his will-o'-the-wisp wandering through the 
mazes of the probably mythical " Forest of Hardwick." 



PRINCE AND PRIOR. 

In 1362, on the death of Isabel, widow of John, last Earl of Warren and Surrey, 
the King granted all the castles, manors, and lands of the deceased Earl, her husband, 
to his fifth son, Edmund of Langley, Duke of Cambridge, his mother, Queen Philippa, 
receiving, however, the rents and profits during the Prince's minority. In the 
following year, we find an interesting presentment made at the Turn at Halifax on 
the i8th May. The jurors — the list of whose names is headed by William of Stans 
feld and Hugh of Copley — find that, whereas the Prior of Lewes ought to receive, at 
the charge of the said Prior, the lord's ofBcers, upon their coming to hold their lord's 
Turns, at Halifax, and entertain them at the Rectory there — of which right the lord 
had been seized time out of memory — had, at the instigation of Hugh of Totehill, his 
proctor, abandoned this hospitable custom, for the space of twelve years, to the 
grievous damage of the Manor of Wakefield. This conduct of the Prior's seems, 
really too bad : for was it not recorded in the Ordination Deed of the Vicarage, in 
1274, that, next to the good of men's souls, the monks desired the new arrangement, 
because, by means of the additional revenue that would accrue to them, their ability 
to dispense more generous hospitality would be enlarged, as they rejoiced, non 
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mediocriter, to think. This incident, however, shows that the relations that existed 
between tbe ecclesiastical and lay manorial magnates did not become more hrotberly- 
love-like as the years sped on. 



THE TITHE QUESTION. 

I have already bewailed the fact that the original Court Rolls of the Rectorial 
Manor of Halifax are not, at tbe present time, accessible to the student of local history. 
A slight alleviation for this misfortune may be found in the circumstance that three 
original documents relating to the manor — one of them being of exceptional interest — 
are preserved among the muniments, originally belonging to the Priory of Lewes, in 
the Record Office and the British Museum. The first of these is a computus, i.e., an 
account rendered by the proctor — in modern phraseology, agent — of the Prior, of his 
receipts and disbursements, in tbe discharge of his office, from the Feast of St. Mark, 
in the year 1366, to the feast of the same Apostle in 1367. It will not, in my opinion, 
be waste of time to examine William of Mirfield's account of his stewardship, so far 
as it relates to the parish of Halifax. The proctor, after setting down the sum of 
£"113 8s. arrears from the preceding year, proceeds to specify the sums received by 
him in respect to the "great tithes" — the tithes of com, hay, lambs, and wool. 
These were at this time collected in kind, and then converted into money, the com 
and hay being gathered into the tithe barns at Halifax, Heptonstall, and Elland, and 
the lambs and wool driven and carried, from all parts of the parish, to Halifax for 
sale. The names of twenty-five towns and hamlets in the parish are set down in 
William of Mirfield's roll, and it is of some importance to note how Halifax township 
stands as regards its capability of corn growing and tithe-paying, in comparison with 
its neighbouring townships. We find, then, that the money value of the tithes of 
com grown in the township of Halifax, in 1367, amounted to £1 2s. This sum was 
exceeded by Barkisland, Rastrick-cum-Brighouse, Warley, Midgley, Stansfield, and 
Southowram, all of which ranged under £^, and by Sowerby, which realised the high 
figure of £^ 6s. 8d. The other townships were all smaller contributors than Halifax, 
the lowest being Fixby, which only produced tithe to the value oi los. The areas of 
the various townships, and the character of their respective soils must, of course, 
bave determined the value of their tithe produce. The names of some of 
the largest landowners, who had directly purchased tbe tithe crops growing 
on their own land, are mentioned in the account. This practice led, in time, to the 
commutation of the tithes, about which matter high and bitter controversy arose in 
after days. The first of these large landowners named is Hugh de Copley, who had 
paid 7s. Comparing this figure witb the sum of los. paid by the whole township of 
Fixby, it is plain that either Hugh was a very broad-acred man, or that his lands 
were exceeding fruitful. Richard de Eckelestey (Exley) was, however, even a 
wealthier person still, for the value of the tenths of his com crops amounted to 
within 6d. of the Fixby sum. After accounting for the corn, the agent debits himself 
with only 315. received for the sale of the tithe hay in the whole parish of Halifax, 
and he sums up his total receipts for corn and hay to the amount of /71 is. 8d. The 
next item in the account, is the tithe received for lambs and wool. With the wool 
I shall deal under the head of trade. The lambs received as tithe numbered 
352 of which 62 were sold at 9d., and 190 at is. each, the total receipts under this 
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bead being ;^i2 is. 8d. On the account roll follow the rents paid by the tenants of 
the manor of Halifax and "its members," — "members of the manor," signifying 
certain lands and tenements, belonging to the Prior and Convent, but lying outside 
the boundaries of the townships of Halifax and Heptonstall. The Halifax rents 
amounted to £$ 8s, i id., and those of Heptonstall to £^ 3s. 2d. The receipts of the 
two Hallmotes held at Halifax, in the course of the year, realised 6s. 8d., while those 
held at Heptonstall brought in 14s. 3d. These receipts consisted of amercements, &c. 
Master Mirtieid then proceeds to detail his disbursements. He has bought, 
apparently, in Halifax parish, straw for strewing the floors of Conisborough and 
Braithwell churches at a cost of 2S. His personal expenses, at Halifax, Heptonstall, 
and Elland, in connection with the gatheriug of the lamb and wool tithes, in those 
places, are set down at 12s. 8d, He has had to buy parchment for the court rolls of 
the Halifax and Heptonstall courts, which is charged at 2s. The gross receipts for 
the year are totaled up to ^"126 i8s. 7jd., and the payments to/4 us. id., leaving a 
net sum of ;i'i22 7s. 6Jd., drawn from the pouches of the Halifax parish people, to 
be handed over to the Prior and Monks of St, Pancras, at Lewes. 

Fifteen years later — in the reign of Richard H.^ — ^we meet with another account 
relating to the Manor of Halifax. From this I only propose to quote a few items. 
At the head of the roll of Robert de Fryston, the Proctor, it is stated, that Isabel de 
Mirfield, the widow, presumably, of the previous agent, is debtor to the Prior, 
to the amount of ^199 4s. 7id., arrears of receipts unaccounted for. The tithe com 
receipts for Halifax in 1382 compare badly, in this account, with those of 1367, 
amounting only to £1 i6s. 8d,, as against ^3 2S. in the earlier year. A proportion- 
ate decrease seems to have occurred in almost all the other townships, the total 
receipts being set down at £^^ 85, 6d., as against /71 is. 8d. The value of the hay in 
each of the various townships is specified, Elland taking the lead with 6s. 8d. Lambs 
sell we find in 1382 at about the same prices they did in 1367 ; viz., lod. and is. each, 
but no cash has been actually received for them, because credit is given to 
the buyers, who are to settle for them at the Feast of St. John the Baptist 
— the Midsummer Fair Day. Under the head of rents, we learn that 22s. 
his yearly rent, has been received from Robert Milner, on account of the water 
com mill let to him on a term of twelve years. The rent is fixed at 22s. per annum 
for the first six, and at 24s, for the latter six years of the term. The covenants in the 
lease require the tenant to make, mend, and sustain the mill, and all the necessary 
works, concerning the same, which belong to the miller's office ; Robert has to find 
sureties, also, for his due payment uf the rent, and performance of the covenants, and 
Robert Lyster and William Hanson become his bondsmen. The rents received from the 
tenants — who in the roll are divided into three classes, free-tenants, bond tenants and 
tenants-at-will - amounted in this year, to £^ iis. lod. The Proctor has disbursed 
on behalf of his ecclesiastical mastere such items as these : — " Holding along with an 
assistant — Richard Butler — one court in April, for the lordships of Halifax and 
Heptonstall 4s. sd.; and for another court, on the loth November, 2s. gd." " Expenses 
of the Proctor and his servants employed five days in collecting the tithe wool and 
lambs of Heptonstall, Halifax, and Elland, together with the cost of carriage of the 
wool, both by women and horses hired for the job, from Heptonstall and Elland to 
Halifax, where it was sold, and the cost of driving the lambs of Heptonstall and 
Elland to Halifax, 17s." " Rent of the herbage of one garden (!) belonging to John 
Hanson, of Rastridi, for pasturing some of the said lambs, before their sale, 
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together with the hire of one man tending the same, 15CI." We find from Master 
Fryston's Roll that, even in those days, some of the Halibx folk were not over- 
forward in paying their just debts, for the Proctor was put to the expense of a journey 
from Wakefield to York, to procure citatory letters, out of the Consistory Court 
there, against certain persons owing divers small sums due to the Prior for tithe corn 
bought and not settled for. He has also had to spend the sum of 3s. 2d., faring from 
Wakefield to the Monastry of Blessed Mary, of York, in order to pay part of the 
subsidy granted by the Clergy to the King, and due from his master the Prior to 
the Crown. This business has occupied two days, going, tarrying, and returning. 

The " Vicar's Rate question " agitated the parish, also, in those times, for we 
learn that Sir John Savile has handed over to the agent of the Prior 26s, 8d., of the 
small tithes of El land and other places, due to the Vicar of Halifax, until some 
good understanding shall have been arrived at between Sir Knight and Sir Priest. 



THE POPULATION OF HALIFAX IN THE REIGNS OF 
EDWARD IH. AND RICHARD II. 

In the last year of the long reign of Edward III. {1377) a poll tax was granted by 
Parliament to the King, of 4d, from each person in the realm ^mendicants excepted 
— male and female over fourteen years of age. Richard Robinson alias Walker, the 
tenant of the fulling mill, was, at that time, constable of Halifax, and, assisted by John 
Milner, of the corn mill, gathered the groats from the townfolk, who, doubtless, were 
as ready then, as their descendants now, to pay their taxes. John Clerk, of Hepton- 
stall, was the tax receiver in his own township, and, when their task was completed, 
the three collectors handed over the large (!) sum of 15s. 8d. to William of Mirfield 
and his colleagues — the King's Receivers for the West Riding. The persons who 
contributed were 47 in number. Unfortunately, we cannot tell, exactly, how many 
of these 47 belonged to Halifax apart from Heptonstall; and, further, as husband and 
wife, in these days, were properly considered to be one for purposes of taxation, we 
cannot, with certainty, calculate, from this return, the total population of our town. 
By the help, however, of the return made for another tax, two years later, which 
fumisbes us with the names of the contributors, we are enabled to make an approx- 
imate estimate. The assessment for this tax — which was a graduated one, 
from ten marks paid by John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, to the groat payable by 
the labouring folk— was made by Wm. de Melton and John Sayvylle, who entered on 
53 rolls, as they themselves tell us, the names of all [>ersons of sixteen years of age and 
over, in the West Riding, genuine mendicants only excepted, with the sum set against 
them, at which, each person, according to his " state and degree," was rated. It is 
rather mortifying, doubtless, to our communal pride to find that none of the Halifax 
taxpayers were thought to be worth more than a groat in this assessment. Yet, such 
is the fact. Richard Robertson alias Robinson — the Walker — lessee of the manorial 
fulling mill ; John Milner, the tenant of the com mill ; Robert Lister, the official 
dyer of the town, are all on a footing with the rest of the non-mendicant inhabitants. 
And the case is the more aggravating when we glance at other township returns, and 
find, in Southowram, for instance, John Lascy, described as a "franklin" — "an 
householder, and that a great, was he " — rated at 3s. 4d., while John Egtesay, the 
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tfulor ; John de Haldworth, the shoemaker ; and Richard Pek, the Smith, pay 50 
per cent., more than their Halifax neighbours. Halifax, it seems — whatever maybe 
the case to-day — was not an aristocratic place in the days of Richard H. How did 
it stand, let us next enquire, as regards population, in comparison with the other 
townships in the compass of its parish ? 

in Elland, there were 92 persons returned. 

„ Sowerby „ 66 „ 

„ Stansfield „ 64 „ 

„ Halifax & Heptonstall 63 

„ Hipperholme „ 59 „ 

„ Wadsworth „ 57 „ 

„ Northowram „ 48 „ 

„ Southowram „ 43 „ 

„ Warley ,, 43 „ 

„ Rishworth „ 43 „ 

„ Ovenden „ 41 „ 

,, Midgley „ 37 „ 

,, Barkisland „ 33 „ 

,, Stainland „ 33 „ 

„ Langfield „ 33 „ 

„ Rastrick ,, 31 „ 

., Shelf „ 18 

„ Fixby „ 3 

Greetland and Norland seem to be included in Elland. With the neighbouring 
town of Bradford, Halifax, shews up, I grieve to say, badly. In that town there 
were 86 persons, besides mendicants, so that the population of Bradford, at this time, 
appears to have been nearly one-third more than that of Halifax and Heptonstall 
together. There were more people, also, in that " quick town " — as Leiand styles it 
■ — of higher " state and degree " than Halifax could boast of. For were there not in 
Bradford three jolly "hostilers" — innkeepers — who paid no less than a shilling a man, 
besides a fuller, two tailors, two cobblers, and a mason, who each contributed 6d. ? 
If we multiply 86 and 63 respectively by 5, to cover children under sixteen, and add 
a small percentage for mendicants, we may estimate the population of Bradford, in 
1379, to have been 450, artd that of Halifax with Heptonstall, 320. Suppose we 
deduct, as 1 think we ought to do, roo, as the population of Heptonstall, then we 
shall, if anything, be probably underestimating the numerical strength of Halifax, if 
we set it down at 220 souls. 



A CHAPTER OF CRIME. 

Were the people of Halifax at this period — the last quarter of the 14th century 
— a virtuous, law-abiding people ? During the long reign of Edward HI., I have 
only, as yet, discovered qrie case in which Halifax people were changed with murder 
at the assizes. On the Assize Roll for the year 1337, we read that Robert and John of 
Copley, sons of John Copley were indicted at York, along with John, son of Robert of 
Tong, for slaying John Bate-son, " the Litster of Halibx," at Woodkirk, on the Wed- 
nesday before the Feast of St. Peter-ad -Vincula. John Bate-son was the son of Bate the 
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Litster, or the Lister, as his patronymic name and other evidence testify. Whether the 
culprits were convicted or not is unrecorded. I am not, at present, able to 
explain the apparent immunity from crime enjoyed by the parish in the Edwardian 
period. It may either be imputed to the constant virtue of their ancestors, or to 
the non-survival of incriminating documents. The latter theory, judging by the 
black record of the days of Richard II., to me, I am grieved to say, appears the more 
reasonable. We find, during the twenty years' reign of the weak son of the Black 
Prince, that the township of Halifax had to answer before the King's Justices, on no 
less than eight occasions, at least, for tbe crime of murder committed within its 
borders. 

The following cases are on record in the reign of Richard II. : — 

Richard of Sunderland, of Northowram, is indicted for feloniously slaying, at 
Halifax, at Martinmas, 1378, Henry Mathewson, of Halifax, with a " pol-hax." The 
value of this murderous weapon is set down at 3d. 

John Cockcroft — described as a forester of Sowerbyshire, dwelling in Wads- 
worth — is indicted for stabbing with a knife Adam William-son, of Marsden, at 
Hebden Bridge, or Halifax, in the Christmas of 1379. This forester seems to have 
been a very shady character, for we find that an Exigi facias was out against him and 
his wife Christiana, and five accomplices for divers felonies committed at Pontefract, 
of which they had been indicted. For twelve years, however, he appears to have 
eluded the clutches of the law, " lying low " in Wadsworth ; but retribution, at last, 
overtook him at Halifax or Wadsworth (two accounts differ as to the place) at 
Candlemas, 1391, in the shape of an arrow shot from the bow of Thomas, Tomme-son, 
alias Thomas de Hylelegh, junr,, of Sowerby. We learn, incidentally, that arrows 
were priced, at that time, at id. each. 

Thomas Tomme-son is indicted, also, for the murder of John Hardery, of 
Bingley, whom be had shot with his bow and arrow, at Hylelegh Place, about St. 
Andrew's Day, 1390. 

Richard, of Mekysburgh, is indicted for the murder of John Dell, at Halifax, on 
"Thump Sunday," 1390, whom he had stabbed with "an instrument called a 
' dagger," which instrument was appraised at 6d. 

William Radclyff is indicted for causing the death of Robert de Lyndesay, in 
the manor of Langfield, on the Friday before Christmas, 1390. The sword used, on 
tbe occasion, is vfUueJ at is. William appears to have been acquitted. 

Henry Holrodes is indicted for stabbing with a knife, at Martinmas, 1390, 
William Mechell, at the house of William Rode. 

William Dyconson, of Holand, is indicted for slaying with the sword William de 
Bery, " in y" grenne hyrst," at Candlemas, 1391, 

Thus it will be seen, that, out of the eight cases given, six of these murders 
were committed within twelve months of one another, and two of them on the same 
day. Let us hope, for the credit of our forefathers, that the fourteenth year of 
Richard II. was quite an exceptional one in regard to local crime. The only 
charges less heinous than murder, that I have found in the Assize Rolls of this 
period laid against Halifax people are the felonies at Pontefract, committed by the 
Sowerby-shire forester, John Cockcroft, and two indictments for killing deer in the 
park of Sir William de Nevylle, Knt., of Raby, at Cottingley. For not appearing at 
Westminster, to defend themselves in this matter, William de Bery, John West, 
John Megotson, barker — (.«., tanner — all of Halifax, were formally outlawed. All 
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cases of robbery and theft committed within those townships of Halifax, parish, 
which — as an old document quaintly expresses it — " enjoyed the benefit of the 
Gibbet," were, of course, promptly dealt with at home, and did not trouble the 
attention of the King's Judges. 



A SPORTING VICAR. 

Turning over this dark leaf iu our local chronicles, let us glean from other fields 
some more details, if we can, illustrative of the social life of our town in the closing 
years of the fourteenth and the opening days of the fifteenth centuries. In the year 
1389, John Kynge was inducted into the vicarage, and, year after year, the Wakefield 
Court Rolls tell us, that the privilege of hawking, within the lordships of Sowerby 
and Hipperholme, is granted by the steward of the Manor, at a rent of 6d. per annum, 
to this sport loving vicar, who, as no other licenses are recorded, seems to have enjoyed 
the monopoly of this medieval pastime. The will of this vicar is dated i8th May, 
1438, and is very short. After, in the formula of the time, leaving his soul to 
Almighty God, Blessed Mary the Virgin, and All Saints, and his body to be buried 
in the church of St. John Baptist, at Halifax, the testator bequeaths his Portifonum 
^.e.. Breviary— to Robert Syngleton, chaplain, whom, also, he makes his residuary 
legatee. The only other special bequests are, one book, called Pupilla Oculi, to the 
Parish Church — which seems to imply that a library existed there even at this time 
— and £$ towards the fabric of the church. 



THE HALIFAX ALE-WIVES. 

The selling price of ale and beer, in these days, was regulated by the market 
price of the com whereof the malt was made, and brewers exceeding the ratio were, 
by the Statute 31, Edward I., liable to be amerced for the first, second, and third 
offences, but, on their fourth conviction, they were " to be set on the pillory without 
redemption." Very often, all the tipplers — by which was meant those who sold the 
ale, not those who drank it —were fined for the breach of the law, as well as for the 
use of false measures, and the inordinate quantity of rosemary put in, not so much to 
flavour the ale, as to diminish the capacity of the ale measure. In Halifax, in the 
fourteenth century, it would appear that all the wives of the respectable inhabitants 
brewed at home, and they are constantly amerced for their disobedience to the laws, 
but, apparently, in spite of the threat of the pillory, without much effect. In the 
fifteenth century, we seem, in the Rolls, first to find mention of men engaged 
professionally in the trade. In 1406, we learn that William Otes, Thomas Gibson, 
Richard Lister, Henry of the Wood, Isabel Lister, and others were presented, at the 
Turn, for brewing " help-ales," and seUing at an illegal profit. The " help.ale " was 
an institution equivalent to the modem bazaar, or sale of work, for church and 
charitable purposes. Ale was brewed gratuitously by those who were adepts in the 
art, and sold for the benefit of the poor, or some other philanthropic object. It 
seems hard that the steward should have so severely enforced the law against taking 
excessive profit in such instances. On one occasion, however, the brewing of a 
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"belp-ale" is cbaiacterised as being not only against the statute, but "to the 
prejudice of the tenants of the lord of the manor, and of our lord the King." Does 
this mean that the good people of Halifax indulged rather too freely in the cup that 
cheers and withaJ inebriates, considering, peradventure, that the charitable object of 
their festivity somewhat extenuated such conduct ? The following extract from a 
memorial presented to the steward of the Manor of Wakefield by " Alle ye Hole 
Inhabytantes off Halyfaxe " in regard to the misconduct of certain persons on festive 
occasions, though referring to a period (1539) more than a century later in date than 
that with which we are now dealing — may be of interest, if only as presenting a 
sample of English as it was then wrote :—" Also here be sertan mysorderyd pepyll, 
yt [that] none honest men can be, or resort to make mery, and drynke their monay 
butt to have qwarelles pykyd apon them, and ether to take a shame, or elles to breke 
ye kynges peace— desyrynge yowe yt ye offycer cause a reformacyon for ye same." 



THE OLD WELL 

In 1398, John Smythson was presented by the Constable of Halifax for enclosing 
a footpath, leading to the " Common Well," called " Oldwelling." The " Old Well " 
is still perpetuated in memory by the name " Old Well-head." On this spring, until 
the i8th century, the town of Halifax almost entirely depended for its water supply. 

Offenders are frequently amerced about this period for cutting wood for firing and 
other purposes in the Lord's Wood in Haley-bank. 



UW-BREAKING BREAD SELLERS. 

In 1399, Richard Walker, the constable of Halifax, lays a presentment ag^st 
Matilda Smyth son- wyfe, for having bought bread, and retailed it at a dearer price than 
sanctioned by the statutes. This is a sample of cases that occurred at every Turn- 
The price of bread was regulated by the market price of wheat, and offenders were 
punished in the same manner as those who offended against the brewing laws. 



FORESTALLERS. 

In 1398, John Nowhode is found to be a common forestaller of pullets and other 
victuals, i^., he had " cornered " them before they had been carried to and exposed in 
the open market for sale. An extract from the memorial of the Halifax inhabitants 
in 1539 — already referred to — will well illustrate this kind of offensive procedure : — 
" It ys so yt [that] alle ye hole Inhabytantes off Halyfaxe dothe fynd them agrevyd, 
and complenythe them, yt there ys dyvers persons yt dothe forstalle ye merkette 
dayly, in byenge fleshe, fysche, butter, egges, corne, with alle other cates [viands] yt 
be necessary for ye towne and ye cuntre ; so yt ye cuntre can nott be servyd, but atte 
ye second, or thyrd haodes ; in so myche yt hytt ys grett pyty to se ye mysorder 
theroffe, to ye grett penury and hynderans off powre pepylle off ye cuntre dayly 
resortynge there ; [it is prayed] yt none be suffered unto ij of the doke at afttemone." 
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DEFRAUDING THE ROOD AND ST. CATHERINE. 

In the year 1400, we find two entries on the Court Rolls that exemply a little 
the religious life of the people, at least, in its outward forms. At a Turn held at 
Brighouse, Richard of Sunderland, Henry of the Wood, John Culpon, and Robert of 
Ovenden Wood, as well in their own name as on behalf of the whole community 
of the parish of Halifax, seek, by an action for debt, to recover of John Drake, the 
sum of 23s. 4d. and 5 lbs. of wax, which, they allege, he had received of Thomas 
Smyth, of Halifax, for the use of the rood light in Halifax Church. The money and 
the wax have not been paid for 40 years past, and the damages to the parish, through 
such neglect, are assessed at los. A similar complaint is laid by the same persons 
against Thomas Benne and wife, who, as executors of the will of Elias Nailer, are in 
arrears in the payment of 33s. 4d., due to the Light of Blessed Katherine, in Halifax 
Church. The Court is prayed to tax the damages, 



A PIOUS TESTATOR. 

The will of a very wealthy — for the period — inhabitant of Midgley — John del 
Burghe — may also serve to help us to realise the religious sentiment of the times. 
The date of this testament is 12 July, 1403. After leaving his soul to God, Blessed 
Mary, and All Saints, the influential position of the testator is evidenced by his 
willing his body to be buried in Halifax Church. He then gives the accustomed 
mortuary— his best beast — to the Vicar, and also bequeaths 40s. to that clergyman. 
To the fabric of the Cathedral of Blessed Peter of York he gives 6s. 8d. For lights 
and offerings on the day of his burial, 6s. 8d. For expenses, also, on the same 
occasion, 5 marks [^3 6s. 8d.] To the poor, fur the welfare of the testator's soul, 5 
marks. To the 5 Lights [the Rood Light, &c.] in Halifax Church, 6s. 8d. To the 
Light of Blessed Mary, 6s. 8d. To masses for testator's soul, 16 marks. For 
making one window in the chancel, ten marks. For buying one service book there, 
ten marks. To the three chaplains there, los. To the four orders of friars, 26s. Sd. 
To the nuns of Kirklees, 13s. 4d. To his wife Isabel, 20 marks, if she remain 
unwedded and unbetrotbed ; otherwise, that sum is to be disposed of by his executors 
for the weal of the testator's soul. To his daughter, Joan, 20 marks, if she marry 
according to the wishes of the executors, otherwise as above. Further, he leaves 
bequests of money to twenty-four individuals, amountingin the whole to ;^3i 19s. He 
also leaves to other persons, one bull, nine cows, two heifers, and ten sheep. Other 
bequests consist of household furniture. These are specified to be a bed, a coverlet, 
a salt, a stand, a knop [large tub ?] a throgh, a chest, two small chests at OldtoD 
[Oldtown in Wadsworth] two small chests at Halifax, and a little pot. The Vicar of 
Halifax — John Kyng — is made residuary legatee. It must be understood that this is 
the will of an exceptionally wealthy man in his day and generation, but yet it 
exemplifies, in its spirit and form, the sentiments and belief of the testator's less 
fortunate neighbours and friends in the parish of Halifax. 
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UNLAWFUL GAMES. 

Returning to the Court Rolls, we find that the morality of the people was, to 
some extent, supervised at the SherifiTs Turns. On 3oth April, 1450, an injunction 
was laid at the Turn, held that day, " upon all and singular persons dwelling within 
the parish of Halifax, that none, from henceforth, play at dice, bowls, or football, or 
other unlawful games, under pain of a penalty of lad. for each offence." In 1454 
bowls and football (under the name spkerce) were again prohibited under a still severer 
penalty of 4d. Richard Lister, William Lister, of Ovenden, and John Lister, having 
in the latter year, dared to disobey this order, were presented and attached, Richard 
Lister and William Kent being further charged as receivers of these in their houses, 
and entertainers of the said players. These games had been, long ere this, forbidden 
by proclamation in the reign of King Edward III., not apparently, on account of 
of any particular evil in the recreations themselves, but because they were apt to 
engross too much of the leisure and attention of the populace, and diverted their 
minds from archery and pursuits of a more martial and serviceable character. Both 
bowling and playing at tennis were specially included among unlawful amusements 
in the statute, 18, Hen. VIII. Archery was pursued by the youth of Halifax 
apparently under difficulties in the reign of the bluff monarch, as appears from the 
following extract from the memorial presented by the townsfolk to the Lord of the 
Manor of Wakefield's steward in 1539 : — " And ferther, ye sayd towne complenythe 
oflF ye common tergytts, yt [that] there ys every day certan wilfull faytowes there 
standyng by and chacyng and facyng so yt no shoter or gamer can cume to ther 
shaftes for ye said mysorderyd pepyll. Qwerfore we desyre you to see an order for 
ye same. And also certan personnes doth make delves and walles betwyxe ye sayd 
tergettes, to ye utter Ruyne and dystructyon and decaye off ye Kynges game, ye 
qwyche ys grett pety to se ye mysorder." The memorialists then proceed to com- 
plain of "penystone" playing, in which stones, filched from the fences, were 
employed as quoits : — " And ferther, here ys, contrary to ye Kynges Actes, certain 
yt dothe playe att ye panystone, ye qwyche ys an unlawfull game, and pulles down 
mennes walles, and brekes ther stonnes, contrary to ye Kynges Actes." 



AN AFFRAY IN THE PARISH CHURCH. 

Affrays— defined by Justice Stephens, as " the fighting of two or more persons 
in a public place, to the terror of the King's subjects " — like assaults, were punishable 
by the Sheriff's Turn. In 145a, a cleric, Sir Richard Milias, chaplain, was presented 
for having, " on a certain day last year, made and begun an affray in the church of 
Halifax, with John Fox and Richard Bentlay." The defendant, not appearing, he is 
ordered to be " attached," iu., arrested. 



STREETS AND SANITATION. 

Owners and occupiers of property were liable to repair the roads in front of their 
tenements ; and their negligence to perform this duty was presentable to and 
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punishable by the local court. In 1442, Richard Milner, the constable of Halifax, 
and his four colleagues, presented, " That the highway in the town of Halifax is 
defective and ruinous through the fault of Robert Royde, John Potter, John Bevyr- 
ley, sen., and Hawisia Chattyrton, to the injury of the tenants of the lord." That 
sanitary matters were not quite in so perfect a state as at the present day is shown 
by another extract from the quaint memorial already, several times, quoted : — " And 
ferther, yt certain dongehylies lye in ye hye way, in many places, to ye grett trobylle 
and vexsacyon off all ye hole town and cuntre." The bridges over the Halifax brook 
were repairable, at the cost of the whole town, by an order made, when needful, at 
the Turns. 



HALIFAX SUMMONED TO APPEAR AT WESTMINSTER. 

In the year, 1400 we learn from the De Banco Rolls that a writ of Capias was 
issued by the High Sheriff for the arrest of, apparently, all, or almost all, the head 
inhabitants of the town, to make answer to a charge brought against them tn the 
Court of King's Bench, at Westminster, by Henry Savylle, Esq. The information 
laid against them alleged, that with force and arms they had cut down and carried 
away trees and underwood to the value of ^^40, lately growing at Libbankes [Lee 
Banks] and Holdsworth, and had committed other enormities. It would appear 
that timber being scarce for building and other purposes in their own township the 
Halifax folk had made a raid upon the woods then luxuriantly growing in Lee Bank 
and Holdsworth. How the case ended I am not able to depose. The names of the 
principal residents in Halifax at this date may, however, be of interest. They are : — 
Robert Lyster; John Jakson; Joan Bothum; John Bairstow; William Otes; Richard, 
son of William Walker ; Isabel Makindoghter ; John Gibson : Richard Robinson ; 
Ehzabeth, widow of Richard Ellison ; Joan Lepton ; John Smythson ; John Milner, 
junr. ; John Clerk; Richard Mekysburgh ; Alice Gillotdoghter ; Cecily de Deyne ; 
Margaret Coccroft ; William Hanson ; John Milner, Sen. ; Isabella West ; and John 
Naylor — twenty-three Halifax persons in all, besides four others from the adjoining 
township of Southowram. Several of these names can be identified with those that 
occur, one and twenty years earlier, in the Poll Tax, of 1379 ; in which they are thus 
rendered Latine :—Robertus Lyster ; Johannes iilius Johannis [John Jakson] ; Johannes 
filius Gilberti [John Gibson] ; Richardus filius Roberti [Richard Robinson] ; Johannes 
Smythson ; Johannes Clerk ; Cecilia de Dene ; Willelnuts filius Henrici [William Han- 
son] ; Johannes Milner. 



WERE THERE ONLY 13 HOUSES IN HALIFAX, W5D? 

That there were in Halifax, in the middle of the ijth century, only thirteen 
houses, is such an accepted article of faith in our town, that it seems almost 
sacrilegious even to suggest the desirability of verifying that venerable tradition. 
Writer after writer, in book or newspaper column, has repeated, parrot-like, this 
story, with the honourable exception of our townsman, Mr. Davis, who in the article 
contributed by him to Smith's Old Yorkshire, entitled Halifax in the Past, says ; — " I 



Digitized by 



Google 



yGoogle 



+ 



it. 



■ I 



T^DjJy 



PLATE XlII— Old Houses in Church Street, Drawn by H. R Oddv, 



yGoogle 



Were then only 13 Houses in Halifax, 1450 ? 143 

think it very likely that Wright, and others who have adopted his statement, may 
have been mistaken in the size of the town about 1450." Mr. Davis then gives his 
reason for his distrust of the statement, viz., the enlargement which at that time was 
effected in the structure of the church. This reason, however, in my opinion, is not 
sufficient, per se, to overthrow the ancient fable. For it is conceivable that the 
enlargement might have been necessitated by the growth of population in some or all 
of the townships of the parish other than that of Halifax. But the circumstance of 
the extension of the church, taken together with the authentic facts that we possess, 
in regard to the population of the town in 1379 and 1439, form a complete refutation 
to the tale of the 13 houses. I have already estimated the population at 220, in the 
year 1379. Little, if any, prepress seems to have been made between that date and 
1439 ; but, even at that figure, supposing a household to consist of five persons, 40 
in place of 13 houses would have been required for the accommodation of the 
inhabitants. From a very complete "Rental" of Hahfax, made in 1439, we find 
that in that year there were 32 messuages, one shop, one cottage, and one fulling 
mill in the township, and that there were 44 owners of " messuages, lands and tene- 
ments." Making no allowance for property described as " lands and tenements," 
there must have been 33 householders, and calculating each family at five, and 
adding one-third for servants and labourers, the population would amount exactly to 
our estimate of 1379, viz., 220. If we suppose the term "tenements" to cover houses 
—as it is not improbable it did^we obtain a total of 313 persons. Of the thirty-three 
property owners mentioned in the rental of 1439, 15 can be identified in the Court 
Rolls, as having served, in thetr turns, the office of Constable of Halifax, and 16 
others can be recognised, in the records of various contemporary proceedings, as 
having been connected with the Court Leets. Besides these, there were dwelling in 
Halifax many persons tenants of non-resident owners, who, though they did not cut a 
distinguished figure in the local life of their day, contributed, at any rate, both to the 
numerical and industrial strength of the town. The manorial tenant, who, we find, 
paid the highest rent (7s. lojd.) in 1439, to the Prior of Lewes, was Richard Lister, 
from whom have lineally descended the Listers of Shibden. Richard Lister held 
nine tenements, of which the first is described as a messuage and 4 acres of land 
which formerly belonged to Robert Lister. The latter is named in the Poll Tax of 1379, 
and was, apparently, the grandson of Bate {= Bat = Bartholomew, the Lister, the dyer, 
at the North-brigg fulling mill, in 1297. Richard also held " one tenement called the 
' New House,' with the garden adjacent, a parcel of land, called the Sydelynge, a parcel of 
land called the Pynnefold, 5^ doles of meadow in Blakelegynge, and ij acres of land in 
the South/eld, &c. Black! edge- ing and the Southfield were two of the common fields, 
on the south side of the town, the former being in 1439 in grass, and the latter under 
the plough. The doles, mentioned as lying in the former, were the acre, or half acre, 
strips of meadow which each tenant possessed, part of the year in severalty, and the 
other part in common with the rest of the town-folk. The Sydle-ynge, now recognised in 
Seedlings Mount, was apparently, originally, another common ing, or meadow, which, 
by 1439, became enclosed and possessed by the tenants of the manor in severalty. 
The common Pinfold, or Pound, was held by Richard Lister, in virtue of a lease of 
the profits of waifs and strays made to him, by the Lords of the Manor. Richard 
Lister's son, another Richard, is set down in the rental as holding a " parcel of the 
fulling mill," at Northbrigg, which had been, and was yet to be, for many generations, 
the spot where his family carried on the litting, i.e., dyeing, of the cloths made by the 
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industrious hands of the weavers and drapers (doth makers) of the town and parish of 
Halifox. William Lister, probably the brother of Richard, sen., also had, according to 
the rental, a share in the fulling mill. John Sayvall (Savile) who was son of Henry 
Savile, of Copley, Esq. — among other holdings, rented half an acre of land — land at 
this time always meant arable land— in the Southfield, and one parcel of land in the 
Hall-ing. The tatter was the common ing, or meadow, near to, or in which stood, 
the Moot, or Manor Hall. William Mirfeld held one close, called The Shayt, at ihe 
yearly rent of 9d. Other places in Halifax named as held by various tenants are, 
Myltas Place, Machon House, Blakebut, Coleweil-yngt, Smyth bryge, Smythcroft, The Well 
House, Gille toft, and "the waste called Sklyderyeforth." Besides the Southfield, 
(mention is also made, in the rental) of the Netherfield — another common field — 
which extended down to the " Miln-goit " and the brook. It would appear, therefore, 
that, at this time, there were three large unenclosed fields or ings existing— the South 
and Nether Fields and the Blackledge Ing — thoi^h others, such as the Sydel-Ing 
and "a certain close" called Coldwell-Ing had seemingly in earlier times been 
occupied in common by the tenants of the Manor. Abundance of fencing material, 
in the shape of stone, would lead to enclosures being, probably, made at a compara- 
tively early date in the town and parish of Halifax. The only family, besides the 
Listers, of those whose ancestors are named in the Rent Roll of 1439, as landholders 
in the town, which can be traced, in lineal descent in the male line, to the present 
day, is that of Peck, whose forefather — Richard Peke— was resident at the end of the 
loth century, at Ouram Hall — now known as Little Ireland Farm — near Shibden 
Hall in Southowram : Philip Richardson Peck, Esq., of Cornish Hall, county 
Denbigh, and of Temple Coombe, Somersetshire, being the lineal descendant of the 
said Richard. A Richard Peke is named in the Poll Tax return of 1379, as a 
contributor of 6d. in the township of Southowram, and is there described as a 
bber-t [smith,] It would appear from the wilt of another Richard Peke, dated 1440, 
that industry and skill rapidly brought both wealth and honour to the fomity. 
This latter Richard's body, was dignified by burial in the choir of the parish 
church, and to the Prior and Convent of Monkbretton, and numerous relatives, the 
testator left four silver cups with covers, a pair of silver rosaries, a mazer bowl, and 
six silver spoons, besides a chalice, a pix, a vestment, 3 missal, and a breviary. Also, 
he gave 6s. 8d. to each of the four orders of Friars and 6s. 8d. to the Brethren of 
St. Robert of Knaresborough. To the fabric of the bell tower of the Chapel of Elland 
"he bequeathed 6s. 8d.," and to his seven nephews and nieces, so marks apiece, 
besides other legacies. From the fact of his possession of so many sacerdotal 
imtrumenta, and his bequeathing all his effects to nephews and nieces, I take it that 
this Richard Peke, of Southowram. was in holy orders ; although it is rather sur- 
prising that, according to the usual practice of the time, he is not described in his 
will as priest or chaplain. The Richard Peke who held seven messuages, or 
tenements, in Halifax, in 1439, may have been the nephew of this well-to-do 
testator. I find, from the Archbishops' Registers at York, that, on the 3oth May, 
1438, " by reason of a certain gift, or grant, of the patronage of the benefice made to 
him by the Prior and Convent of Lewes," Richard Pek presented Sir Thomas Eland 
to the Vicarage of Halifax, in the room of Sir John King, the previous vicar, deceased. 
This proves that he and his family had made for themselves, by this lime, a very 
influential position in their native parish. 
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TRADE OF HALIFAX IN THE TIME OF EDWARD II. 

In view or the unsatisfactory account of the rise and progress of the trade of 
Halifax, given by Watson, the following may be acceptable, as to the occupations 
and industries, which, from the Rolls of the time of Edward II., we find our old 
towns-folk engaged in. Mention is made in the Roll of 1307, from which extracts 
have been read, of John the Weaver, of Warley; of John the Milner; of Hugh the 
Eremite (Hermit), who, like some of his order referred to in the Vision of Piers the 
Plowman, we hope — 

" Al for the love of oure Lord [ly vede] ful barde, 
In hope to have a gode ende, and hevene-ryche blysse." 

Then, also, William the Smith, of Ouram ; Elias the Milner ; Adam the Tailor ; 
figure at the Hall Motes and Turns at Halifax. In the same year (1307) occur the 
names of William the Mercer ; William the Smith, of Soyland ; Thomas the Mercer, 
of Warley ; and of John Swyfte, the Carpenter, who, by-the-bye, took a lease of the 
com mills of Soyland and Warley, at the modest rent of 40s. per annum, convenant- 
ing withal, to undertake all the repairs. We meet, also, with John the Milner ; 
Richard the Smith, of Warley ; and Robert the Or [e] -graver. The latter, apparently, 
was an iron miner in the forest of Sowerbyshire, for we know that, in 1314, there 
was an iron forge in the forest, which fetched the then high yearly rent of £g las. od. 
— 4s. a week, except during the workmen's holidays, which were a fortnight at 
Christmas, and a fortnight at Easter and Whitsuntide. Then there was Bate the 
Lister — a tenant both of the Manor of Halifax and of that of Wakefield, who ran, or 
had a share in running, the manorial Fulling Mill, situate hard by Northbrigg. His 
partner was Nelle the Walker, who plied his trade at the same mill. Both Bate and 
Nelle were amerced at the Turn, we find, in 1307, for obstructing the highway, just 
above their mill, leading between Northbrigg and Shakehandbrigg (now Lee Bridge). 
William the Milner, of Halifax, the tenant of the manorial Com Mill, also appears 
on the roll in 1307. The names of Ivo the Webster, and John the Webster, of 
Hipperhotme, moreover, occur in the rolls of the time of Edward II. The Cora 
Mill and the Fulling Mill, which John Milner, Bate LUter, and Nelle Walker, 
occupied, were held by them of the Lords of the Manor of Halifax — the Prior and 
Monks of Lewes. From those two water mills have been evolved, in the course of 
centuries, all the numerous factories which now represent the bulky volume of 
Halifax trade. But the growth of the mustard seed of that trade was, for the space 
of a century and a half, but very slow. We can hardly see any notable progress 
made at all, until the middle of the fifteenth century is reached^until the days, when 
the stern grip of the feudal lords, and the burden of the feudal system, became 
relaxed and lightened. The Milners of the Corn Mill, as years went by, grew into a 
wealthy family, and removed to Pudsey ; while the Listers, whose connection with 
the Fulling Mill lasted, at any rate, until the days of Henry VIII., also throve, and 
enjoyed, and some of them enjoy to the present day, the fruits of the toil of Bate and 
his sons, their ancestors. 

THE WOOLLEN TRADE. 

It is a more than a plausible conjecture, that, if woollen cloths were fulled and 
dyed, at Hali^ix, in 1307, the same must have been made, if not in the town itself, at 
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any rate, in the parish, at that time. Even in the days of Edward I. the name of 
Thomas Textor appears in a charter relating to land in Hipperholme, and we have 
already noticed that in the time of Edward II. Ivo and John are described as 
" websters," in the same township. John Textor, of Warley, also figures on the rolls 
in 1307. These data are sufficient to establish the fact, that cloth-making and its 
branches — weaving, fulling, and dyeing — existed in Halifax and its neighbourhood in 
the 13th century, and, probably, much earlier. Our clothiers of the 17th century — 
their statement may be taken for what it is worth — also allege, in some legal 
proceedings, connected with their trade, that " their mystery " had been practised in 
the parish, " time, whereof the memory of man was not to the contrary," i.e., at least, 
as early as the coronation of King Richard I. But, it will be objected to me, perhaps, 
by the reader of Watson's History, that that author states that the woollen trade was 
only introduced about the year 1359, when certain Flemings were invited by King 
Edward HI. to come over from Flanders and settle in his kingdom. All I can say 
in answer to this is, that Watson is as wrong in this supposition, as he is egregiously 
wrong in his statement that the art of making cloth was introduced into England by 
the Flemings. If so, how comes it that in the year 1224 (9. Hen. III.}, a statute was 
passed r^ulating the size of cloths made in England ? The words of Coke, in 
his Institutes,. upon this head, are worth reciting. "Yet," he writes, "this time, 
1224, is 107 years sooner, than by the generality of writers, the English are allowed 
to have had any, the least, insight into the woollen manufacture. But, here, we find 
that broad cloth was a manufacture in the kingdom now, and long before this 
time." Watson tells us that Camden, in his Britannia, " has fixed the introduction 
of the woollen trade into Halifax at the end of the reign of King Henry VIII., 
or beginning of Edward VI.; but," Watson adds, "Camden depended entirely 
on information, and there is proof enough that his intelligence was not exact." If 
Camden's information was not exact in this matter, I would suggest that it may have 
been not quite exact also as to the Holy Hair and Holy Face legends. At any rate, this 
admission by Watson of Camden's unreliability, or the unreliability of his informants, 
in this particular, does not increase the weight of that antiquary's authority, in other 
particulars. Mr. Watson, himself, is a disbeliever in the origin of the trade, which 
Wright gives, on the authority of Mr. Waterhouse, of Shibden Hall, and also of 
the equally fallacious statement, on the subject, made to himself by Mr. Frands 
Drake, of York. These stories were, clearly, simply the artless inventions of members 
of families, who desired to win honour for their houses as having been the fons et origo 
of the trade and prosperity of Halifax. In contradiction to these " pious frauds," we 
have to oppose the fact that, before a Fleming set foot in Yorkshire, or a Water- 
house came to the parish of Hallux, or a Drake migrated hither (which, by tbe-bye, 
never happened) from Devonshire, cloths were woven in the townships adjoining 
that of Halifax, and were fulled and dyed in our very town. No Fleming, more- 
over, seems to have settled in the town of Halifax. Had it been otherwise, the 
name would have occurred as a surname in the rolls of the Sheriff's Tums- 
Hov/evei, fiat justitia, in the year 1332, which is five years before the foreign cloth- 
workers were allowed to settle in England, I find in the Court Rolls, a Thomas 
Fleming mentioned as mortgagee of 5^ acres of land in Hipperholme- The principal 
was 25s., and the sanction of the Hall Mote of Brighouse was required to enable Henry 
of the Broke to pledge his land for this consideration to this apparently well-to-do 
foreigner. The Fleming pays five marks into Court as security for his periformance of 
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the covenants. Bate, the Lister of the Fulhng Mi]!, we find from the Court Rolls, had 
two sons, Richard Bate-son and John Bate-son, as they were called patronymically 
after their father. The latter, we know, followed his father's trade, hut came to an 
untimely and violent end in the year 1337. From the Assize Rolls of that year, 
we learn, that two of the Ulster's neighbours, Robert, son of John of Copley, and his 
brother, John of Copley, along with John, son of Robert of Tonge, were indicted at 
York, for slaying John Bate-son — described as "the Lytster, of Halifax "^at 
Woodkirk, on Wednesday, before the Feast of St. Peter-ad-Vincula. The next 
reference, of any consequence, that I have met with, bearing upon the trade of 
Halifax, occurs in the year 1367, in the account of his stewardship, delivered by 
William de Mirfield, the proctor — or as we should now say, agent ^of the monks for 
the collection of the tithes and rents due to the Priory from their Yorkshire Estates. 
This document, which has already been quoted, is a very interesting one. We find, that 
the agent of the monks, in his roll of accounts, debits himself with £ig, received for 3 
sacks of tithe wool grown in the year 1367, in the parish of Halifax, and sold at the 
price of ^6 6s. 8d. per sack. Were there then about 30 sacks altogether i^. 2,340 
stone of wool grown in the parish yearly at this time ? He also accounts for the sum 
of 4s. 7^. received for the sale of one stone of wool. He further, informs his 
masters and ourselves, that he had paid lod, as wages to seven women for their 
labour in carrying the said wool, once from EUand to Halifax ; and to three women, 
for the same service, all the weary way from Heptonstall to Halifax. In addition, be 
had been so generous as to give the women allowances of ale, both at Heptonstall and 
Halifax, to the value of 4d. Weighing the tithe wool, when it had all been brought to 
Hallux, from Heptonstall, EUand, and other places, cost the agent 2S. Besides 
accounting for the wool and other tithes received, the agent of the monks credits 
himself with certain disbursements incurred in repairing the mills. Two millstones 
have been bought at lUingworth, for the Lord's com mill, costing 7s. The carriage 
of the same from lUingworth to the Com Mill amounts to 2s. The mill dam having 
been impaired by the wash of the water, it has been necessary to enter into a contract 
(nothing is said about bills of quantities or specifications) with divers men, to delve 
Stones, and to hew the fame, and to carry them to the mill-pond, and lay them in the 
dam. The contract for all this work was 7s. The mill-rind being out of order, it 
has also been necessary to buy a piece of iron to mend it with. This has cost 7d, 
and with 6d. added for labour, amounts to is. id. The expenses in connection with 
the corn mill are totaled up to 175. iid. That "stout Carle," as Chaucer would call 
him, John the Milner, " full bigge of brawne, and eke of bones," in his " white coat 
and blue hood," must have rejoiced, in heart, at the completion of these desirable 
repairs, and doubtless, paid his two and twenty shillings of rent, on this occasion, 
with a blither cheer than was his wont. One can, even now, see the jolly fellow 
with his honest Yorkshire face, leaning over Clark Bridge watching with pleased 
expression of satisfaction the contractor's men, moiling and toiling at the mill dam. 
It wiU have been noticed that, in this account, there is no mention of the fulling mill. 
Probably the reason thereof is because it was not in pressing need of reparation. 
Fifteen years later, however, in the account of another agent of the Priory {Rob. de 
Fryston), we meet with some particulars useful to a knowledge of the complete 
history of Halifax trade. In this account, which is dated 1382, we find that the 
agent states, that he has received iis. annual rent for the fulling mill, which is leased 
for a term of 15 years to Richard, son of Robert Nellsoa, who foUowed like bis 
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fathers, the occupation of a walker or fuller. The tenant is to put the mill and all its 
appurtenances into good working order, at his own costs, and to yield it up in a state 
of sound repair, at the expiration of his lease. Towards his expenses in putting the 
mill into a good state, an allowance of 3s. ^d. is to be made. The agent also debits 
himself, in his account, with I5d., received from Robert Lyster, for the monopoly of 
the trade of dyeing in Halifax, and, the trade appears to have been thriving with the 
lister for an additional rent of 3d. is received at this audit, and is to be received yearly 
in future. These two entries are extremely interesting as exhibiting the trade of 
Halifax in its youthful bud. 

THE EVOLUTION OF SURNAMES. 

The entries Just given serve admirably to illustrate the history of the evolution 
of surnames. Here we have Richard, the fulling-mill tenant, described as Richard, 
son of Robert Nell-son. He is the grandson of Nell the Walker, who figured before 
us in the Court Rolls of the year 1307. Nell's son was called, after his father, Robert 
Nell-son, and the grandson, Robert's son, is called in documents dated about 1380, 
indifferently, Richard Hobert-son, after his father, as in the Poll Tax return, or 
Richard Walker, after bis trade. As their grandsires toiled together, in 1307, at the 
mill, one in fulling, the other in dyeing the pieces made in Hallux parish — ere ever 
a Fleming was heard of there — so in 1381 we find the two Roberts still working 
hand in hand at their old hereditary crafts, still struggling to pay their tithes, rents, 
and poll taxes, and to make withal an honest pennyworth out of the old fulling mill. 
Soon after this time surnames become fixed, and the walker and the lister leave their 
trade names to their families for all future generations. 

Returning from this digression, we learn from Rob. de Fryston's Dr. and Cr. 
account with the Prior of Lewes, that the year 1381-3 was 

A WRETCHED YEAR FOR WOOL SELLERS. 

Eight stones of the wool, grown in the preceding year in the parish, were sold to 
the manorial tenants at only 4s. per stone, instead of 4s. 7^., which it fetched 
fifteen years previously. Three sacks (78 stone at 26 stone to sack), are sold to the 
wool merchants — for there were wool merchants in those days in several of the 
aeighbouring townships — at £^ 6s, 8d. per sack, or only 3s. 4d. per stone, and three 
sacks cannot be dispc^ed of at ait, the agent complains, for lack of buyers. This 
wool, which is of the previous year's growth, is left on his hands unsold, and all the 
wool, alas ! of the current year's growth, remains at Halifax in stock. That there 
was cloth made in Halifax itself in 1414 is evident from an extract from a Halifax 
Court Roll of that date, cited by Watson, in which an enclosure in the township, 
called a tenier croft, was surrendered in the Hall Moot. From 1414 let us advance to 
1439. Now we are gladdened with a 

SOMEWHAT BRIGHTER PROSPECT. 

We find that, in the township of Halifax alone, there are the following tradesmen 
associated with the cloth trade, viz., Richard Lister, draper, i>., cloth maker and 
seller, the successor of Robert, of 1381 ; William and Richard Lister, litsters and 
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tenants of the old manorial fulling mill ; John Otes, walker, who probably fulled the 
cloth at the same mill ; and another John Otes, described sometimes as a glover, 
sometimes as a mercer. This, of course, is, in our eyes, a ridiculously small parcel 
of trade; but it prepares us for what we meet with in the year 1469, thirty years 
later. In the Record Office are certain accounts called uinagers' accounts, i^., the 
accounts of the officials appointed by the Crown to measure and seal the cloths 
exposed for sale, and collect the subsidy that was payable on all woollen cloth made 
in the kingdom. The Royal officer— Thomas Trygott — on his account roll, gives the 
names of all the towns in the West Riding that made woollen cloth and paid the 
subsidy for the same during his year of office. These towns are nine in number. 
Ripon, we see, heads the list with a production of 889J cloths, for which that city 
pays to the Crown £i€) 13s. 4jd. But which is the next town to follow ? Why, 
Halifax, which has produced 853^ cloths, and pays £16, thus running Ripon itself 
very close. Wakefield is a bad third, with only an output of 249, and a payment to 
the Royal Exchequer of £"4 13s. 4d. ; and Doncaster, Barnsley, Leeds (only 177), 
Almondbury, Pontefract, and Selby, are comparatively nowhere. Bradford is literally 
nowhere, for that "wick town" is not even named. Of course, we must remember that 
these figures, in all cases, represent not the production of the towns, but oi the parishes, 
against which the town names are set. The total production of the West Riding, in 
1469, amounted to 2,506 (Halifax being credited with 853) cloths, and the subsidy and 
ulnage paid is totalled up to ^48 10s. ojd. The cloths made at Halifax, at this time, 
were kersies, i.e., narrow cloths, each piece about 13 yards long. In the accounts of 
the collector for the two years, 1473-4, Halifax has outstripped Ripon, and heads the 
list with a production of 1,488^ pieces, and a payment to the king of ^^34 18s. lod, 
Ripon only numbering 1,386^, and ^^23 3S. 3d. Bradford appears on this list in the 
sixth place out of ten West Riding towns, having an output of but 17SJ cloths, 
and paying as subsidy but £2 19s. 6d. Six years prior to this climax in 1467, a 
somewhat interesting document furnishes us with the names and trades of a number 
of Halifex townspeople, which show that the mustard seed of trade had made a start 
at last, and was pushing forth its branches on all sides in vigorous fashion. We 
have — 

William Gibson, of Halifax, walker ; 

John Milner, of Halifax, glover ; 

William Fourness, of Halifax, walker ; 

Richard Gibson, of Halifax, mercer ; 

Christopher Milner, of Halifax, tailor ; 

William Michell, of Halifax, tailor ; 

Jam^ Fournes, of Halifax, weaver ; 

William HaJdworth, of Halifax, walker ; 

William Brodley, of Halifax, tailor ; 

John Barstowe, of Halifax, walker ; 

Robert — - — __, of Halifax, tailor ; 

John Barstowe, of Halifax, walker ; 

Geoffrey Crosley, of Halifax, walker; 

Robert Barstowe, of Halifax, walker ; 

Ralph Fournes, of Halifax, draper ; 

Robert Hird, of Halifax, walker ; 

Robert Ckiugh, of Halifax, glover. 
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Seventeen men engaged in the cloth trade, or its branches, of whom eight are 
walkers — apparently fulling was a favourite trade in the town — one draper, two 
glovers, one mercer, one weaver, four tailors, and besides these, in the list from 
which they are taken, are one cobbler, two smiths, and three butchers. These, 
moreover, do not, tie it understood, represent the whole commercial strength of the 
town. They are but the names of some of the Halifax townsfolk, who along with 
their vicar — Master Thomas Wilkinson, clerk, were indicted at the Sessions at 
Lancaster, for having, vi et armis, assaulted and illtreated, at Burnley, Thomas 
Talbot, a servant of John Talbot, Esq., whom they, thus it is alleged, so badly used 
that he was incapacitated for a long time from rendering any service to his master. 
The name of " Halifax cloth " had become famous in the days of Edward IV., for 
we find in the inventory of the stock-in-trade of a wealthy York tailor of that date, 
many references to it. Thus are enumerated, gj ells, called " Halyfax-tawny " — 7/-. 
Item, 7 el!s and one quarter " Halyfax-grene " — 6/-. Item, 2J ells, " grene-tawny " 
— i6d. Item, aj ells in " remelandes Halyfax " — 2/-. Item, 7 ells and one quarter 
" Halyfax-russytt '■ — ^3/6. Item, 2 ells of black "Halyfax Carsay" — 2od, Having 
found our town placed at the head of all the cloth-making towns of the West 
Riding, a position it was slow to surrender, we may say that in 1470, the fortunes of 
the place were to all intents and purposes made. 

Here then, for the present, we leave Halifax, sitting proudly supreme over the 
woollen manufacture of Yorkshire. That position has been attained, we have seen, 
at first by very slow steps and doubtless by very painful effort. But the makers of 
old Halifax mastered all difficulties by their steady, sturdy industry, and their shrewd 
sliarp-witted wisdom, and crowned, in the middle of the 15th century, all their 
striving with success. So, we trust, siace the sons of Halifax of to-day possess the 
same sterling qualities as their forefathers did, success may ever speed their efforts 
also, in the present and the future, in every laudable and noble enterprise. 



HALIFAX, BRADFORD, AND THE CLOTH TRADE, 

Professor Rogers, in his admirable book, " Six Centuries of Work and Wages," 
has been guilty, as I think you will hold with me, of a great injustice to the reputation 
of old Halifax. Speaking, apparently, of the period between the days of Edward III. 
and the 17th century, after stating, what I believe to be fact, that " Lancashire was 
one of the poorest counties, as was also the West Riding of York," he writes a few 
lines lower, "there were forges and cutlery works in Hallamshire, and Bradford was a 
cloth mart in eariy times. But the greater part of the district, now so densely inhabited, 
which lies within the circuit of ao miles from Leeds, was occupied by wild animals and 
lawless men — the latter hardly kept in order by swift justice. The Maiden of Halifax 
is the type of jurisdiction which had long been obsolete in the more settled parts of 
England." It may seem presumptuous in me to criticise so learned a scholar and 
careful a writer as the Professor, but amor lam veritatis quant patria, obliges me to 
differ with this representation of the case. The facts I have already brought forward 
culled from the original Ulnagers' Rolls — which the Professor does not seem, 
by the way, to have seen — and other authentic documents, completely dispose of the 
alleged monopoly of Bradford or Sheffield to the merits of trade and civilisation ; and 
the long continuance of the Gibbet Law — which, by the bye, was not the process of 
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such "swift justice," as it is assumed by the Professor to have been — does not prove, 
in any degree, that the people of our parish were less law-abiding or industrious than 
their contemporaries in Bradford and Hallamshire. In regard to trade, let it be 
remembered once and for all, that Halifax was producing a large, comparatively 
speaking, yearly total of cloth, when the town of Bradford, was not even so much as 
mentioned on the Ulnagers' Rolls. 

So far I have brought the story of the "Making of Halifax" down to the 
reign of King Edward IV., when our parish was found to have attained the proud 
pre-eminence of being the largest cloth manufacturing centre in the West Riding. I 
use the word parish advisedly, because, although in the Ulnagers' Rolls — the accounts 
of the men who farmed the subsidy paid on cloths put forth for sale — we find the 
production classified under the head of towns, Halifax, Leeds, Bradford, &c., really, 
the several parishes named after those towns are comprehended. Probably, if the 
truth were known, the township of Sowerby or Hipperholme boasted a larger 
manufacture than that of Halifax; but the latter, by courtesy, gets, in the Ulnagers' 
Rolls, the credit of the whole. If the descriptions of the trades pursued by the 
numerous men of Halifax, who, as we have previously learned, were indicted for 
assaulting Mr. Talbot's servant and kinsman at Burnley, be correctly given in the 
bill of indictment, it would appear that the specialite of the trade of the town in the 
reign of Edward IV. was not so much the weaving, as the fulling and dyeing of 
cloth ; for, as already stated, out of seventeen persons engaged in various branches 
of the cloth trade, no less than eight are described as walkers — fullers — ^while only 
one is set down as a weaver. 



THE FOREST LAWS OF SOWERBYSHIRE. 

It will be remembered that a very large number of Halifax folk, including their 
vicar, took part in the alleged assault at Burnley (for which they were indicted at the 
Lancaster Assizes in 1467) on Thomas Talbot, servant of John Talbot, squire, whom 
they were charged with ill-using so badly that he was incapacitated for a long time, 
from rendering any service to his master. I think I have now discovered a clue to 
the origin of this seemingly lawless affair, in the circumstance that a John 
Talbot is in 1423 described in the Court Bolls, as the locum teitens of the 
Master Forester^ — Magisier Forestarius—oi Sowerbyshire. Nothing was so provo- 
cative of contentions and broils than the aggravating forest regulations, such as 
the lawtKg of the tenants' dogs, and the stringent prohibition against cutting wood, for 
house-bote or fuel, and against chopping the "greenwood," which in those days was 
employed as winter provender for cattle, within the purlieus of the forest of 
Sowerbyshire. We can, hardly, with our Ground Game Acts of Parliament, realise 
how trying to the tempers and morals of the yeomanry and peasantry of Old 
England, must have been these tyrannical forest laws. Assaults and affrays between 
the foresters and the tenants of the Liberty must have been frequent. As early as 
the year 1388 we read of such an instance (quoted by Watson), when " divers men 
were taken and imprisoned for beating and wounding Ralph, one of the foresters in 
Sowerbyshire, and were amerced los. 6d., and found sureties, body for body in the 
event of the said forester dying before the arrival on the scene of the Earl of Warren 
— the lord." Several men were present when this forester was injured, and 
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because they would not divulge the name of the man who wounded him, they 
were all attached, tj. arrested, or their goods seized, to secure their appearance 
in court. On the death of Richard, Duke of York, on the 30th December, 
1460, in the fateful battle of Wakefield, the Manor of Wakefield devolved 
upon the King of England in the person of Edward IV., Duke Richard's son. The 
appointment of head forester of Sowerbyshire therewith came to the Crown, and 
served our Kings as a piece of useful preferment for a favourite courtier. Thus in 
I523> we find that bluff King Harry appointed a Yeoman of the Guard — Edward 
Decka by name — to be forester of Sowerby, his pay to be ijd. a day, with 6s. 8d. 
per annum to buy him a cloak withal. In Henry VI. reign, as Watson informs us, 
Robert Pilktngton, and in the time of Edward IV., John Pilkington, an esquire of the 
King's body, held the office of chief forester. The former, it appears, behaved in an 
oppressive manner to the tenauts, and ignoring the old customs in which they had 
rejoiced since the days of Edward III., began to enclose tracts of ground without the 
consent of the commoners, and to punish, in an irregular and illegal manner, those 
who permitted their cattle to trespass in the woods. The tenants stood up manfully 
in the defence of their ancient liberties. They were prepared to prove that not even 
the lord of the fee could inclose any parcel of the wastes or commons, until the ground 
desired to be enclosed had been first viewed by twelve men, sworn for the purpose in 
the manor court. These men were to report whether such enclosure would be to the 
prejudice of the tenants generally or not, and if found prejudical, the enclosure was 
not to be made. Another good old custom — which the tenants had to uphold against the 
keeper of the forest — was that in case of any subject of dispute occurring between that or 
any other official of the manor and any of the tenants, such official should "rise" in the 
Hall mote, and state his cause of complaint at the bar, and then that the matter in 
dispute between the parties should be "put to the judgment of twelve men"— tried, 
that is, by an impannelled jury, called the magna InquisUio — the Great Inquest, The 
Lord of the Manor, Richard Duke of York, and his son Edward, afterwards King of 
England, lent a gracious ear to the complaints made by the tenants against the 
Forester, and commanded Robert Pilkington to permit the Sowerby folk to retain 
their ancient customs. But the relations between the Pilkingtons and the tenants of 
Sowerbyshire, even after this order, seem to have continued far from agreeable, as 
appears by various subsequent entries in the Court Rolls. Thus in the year 1459, 
we find that Thomas Stancefeld, in his office of constable of Wadsworth, makes the 
following presentment at the Sowerby Hall-mote, held at Halifax, on the i6th April : — 
To wit — that Thomas, son of Robert Pilkyng ton— presumably Robert the forester — of 
Bury, in the county of Lancaster, "gentilman"; Charles Pilkynton, brother of the said 
Thomas, of the same, gentleman ; Laurence Utlay, of Middleton, in the same 
county, vacabundus ; Edward RatclifT, of the same, gentleman ; and Thomas Birche, 
of Manchester, yeoman, on the t2th February, in the 37th year of the reign of the 
King (Henry VI.), along with other unknown persons, and arrayed in warlike guise, 
came by night within the lordship of " Soureby," to the bouse of John Cokcroft, and 
there took and drove away into Lancashire six bulls and seven cows, belonging to 
the goods and chattels of the aforesaid John, against the peace of our lord the King. 
The Court ordered that the offenders should be attached. As this was a cause 
between an official of the Manor and the tenants, the rule that the case should be tried 
by the " Great Inquest " applied, and the jurors we learn found three indictments in 
the matter. In the first, Edward Ratcliffe, gent., Lawrence Utlay, vacahmtdus and 
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PLATE XVI.— Timber Frame Work of ihe Church Tavern as seen when in course of demolition. 
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Thomas Birche, yeoman, are indicted of having on the previous 6th November, made 
a night assault, mode guerrino, on the house of Richard Crossleghe, whom they seized 
and detained, until he had paid a fine to them — blackmail — of 40s. The usual order 
of attachment is made. The constable of Stancefeld, and the byelaw men of that 
place, are also ordered to be attached for concealing this " trespass." In the second 
indictment made by the jurors, Edward Ratcliffe, Thomas and Charles Pilkington, 
(the head forester's sons) the vagabond Utlay, and three others are charged with 
having entered Stansiield, and carried off 25 bulls, cows, bullocks, and heifers, 
belonging to divers of the tenants. 

In the third indictment, Richard Pilkington, of Biiry, son of Robert Pilkington, 
gent., is charged with having along with other unknown persons, in warlike guise 
arrayed, come into Midgley, and lifted 14 bulls and cows, belonging to Robert 
Haldworth. Unfortunately, the rolls do not give us any further particulars, but, I 
think, we have learnt enough from them, to illustrate the despotic, oppressive 
disposition of those who held by royal grant the command of the forest of Sowerby- 
shire. It is a consolation to know that even these men, high as was their position, 
could not levy blackmail and lift cattle, apparently, with impunity, and that the 
tenants knew how to defend themselves in the Manor Court, where too they seem to 
have been able to obtain a fair amount of justice. 



THE CIVIL WARS. 

But what part did Halifax take, one naturally enquires, in the bloody campaigns 
of the partizans of the Red and White Rose ? Unhappily, as yet, we have not been 
able to glean much information on this head. From the local records, one would 
imagine that our forefathers, during this eventful period, were buying and selling, 
marrying and giving in marriage, weaving, fulling, dyeing, enclosing and cultivating 
more and more of the hitherto waste lands, and troubling their heads very tittle about 
the titles of Richard of York, or Henry of Lancaster. But, in this respect, Halifax 
was not peculiar, for, it would appear, that the wars between the rival dynasties, 
which interested so intensely the aristocracy of the country, drawing deeply, as they 
did, both blood and treasure, were of but slight concern to the masses of the people. 
Considerable progress, historians tell us, was made both in commerce and literary 
pursuits during a period that would seem, at the first blush, to have been most 
unbvourable to any advancement of that kind. The shadow of one great historical 
character, however, who was intimately connected with the cause of the Red Rose, 
flits across the scene of Halifax life during the days of the internecine strife. This 
personage is Thomas, Lord Chfford, who died gallantly fighting for the House of 
Lancaster, at the first battle of St. Alban's, in whose dying lips Shakespeare puts the 
words " La fin couronne Us xuvres." He was— we may remind ourselves — the father 
of the "Bloody Clifford," and the grandfather of the "Shepherd Lord." Lord 
Cliflbrd appears in connection with a small estate in Southow ram— known as Dove 
House, now occupied by the Shibden Industrial School. The old timber building, 
which this nobleman purchased in 1445, is still standing, and is a good example of 
the substantial manner in which honest carpenters of mediaeval days wrought their 
work. 
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It is an error to suppose that the art of legal conveyancing was much simpler in 
early times than at the present. In 1445, the then owner of Dove House, William 
Brodelegh, mortgaged his estate for ^10 — interest in the shape of a yearly rent charge 
of 10s. being made payable to the mortgagee — to William Lister, Draper, i.e., I take 
it, cloth dyer and merchant, of Halifax, Brodelegh binding himself under a bond of 
^40 not to sell or alienate in his Ufetime his lands in Southowram. In 1447, two 
years later, Brodelegh conveys his lands on trust to feoffees, who, in the event of his 
not paying ;^io to Lister, by Lady Day, the following year, are to convey them to 
the mortgagee. Brodelegh did fail to repay the principal and the feoffees —trustees 
we should now call them — accordingly put Lister into possession. In 1452, Lister 
conveys the property to Thomas, Lord ChfFord, who appoints the then Vicar of 
Halifax, Thomas Wilkinson, and Richard Lacy, of CromwelUbotham, his agents, to 
take possession from Lister. Brodelegh makes the niatter more secure by a deed of 
release to the Lancastrian Lord, who conveys the estate a year later to a York 
merchant, named Thomas Nelson. Thus Lord Clifford, for a short year, unaccount- 
ably figures as a small landowner in the parish of Halifax. In a deed, of about the 
same date, this nobleman is also mentioned, as a " feoffee to uses " (along with John 
Lacy, of Crumwell bottom ; Walter Calverley, of Calverley ; Richard Beaumont, of 
Whitley, Esquires ; and Thomas Beaumont, of Wakefield, a lawyer), of land near 
Elland Church, the property of Nicholas Beaumont, of EUand. Two years later he 
is to be seen commanding the royal forces and defending the town of St. Albans so 
judiciously against the Yorkists that for some time victory was doubtful. But the 
"sun of York" prevailed, and the body of Clifford, with those of the Duke of 
Somerset and Earl of Northumberland, found a last resting place, when the day of 
carnage was over, in the glorious Abbey of St. Alban. 



HOUSE BUILDING IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

The house in Shibden, which William Lister, the wealthy Halifax draper, who 
had married his daughter, Alice, to John Savile, Esq., of Copley, conveyed to Lord 
Clifford, is a fair sample, in its internal arrangement, of the houses in which the more 
well-to-do classes of Halifax parish dwelt in the time of King Henry VI. It 
originally consisted of a central apartment called the house-body, but in Latin deeds 
d^nified by the name of aula. A screened-off passage ran right through this house- 
body at its northern end, parting it from a small room used as a kitchen or buttery, 
with a chamber above. Tho house body, in this instance, had no chamber in it ; 
but, in other instances, as was the case at Shibden Hall, it had a low room in the 
roof. At the upper, or southern end, of the house-body is a wing at right angles to 
it, containing two parlours, with two corresponding chambers above them. The 
whole building, as was the genera! custom in these parts until the days of Henry 
VII., was framed of timber, a kind of building still visible in the northern and 
southern fronts of Shibden Hall. The roof timbers in these buildings do not rest on 
the walls themselves, but on large oaken posts naturally curving inwards at their 
tops, and hence by our fore&thers called crooks. The number of crooks determined 
the dimensions of a house, just as the size of a mill is sometimes now roughly 
measured by the number of windows in its side and end walls. When a Halibx 
builder in the days of the sixth Henry was commissioned to erect a house, he was 
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PLATE XVin.— The Turks Head Tavern from Front Yard. Drawn by H. R Oddv in i; 
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instructed to build oae of 6, 8, or 10 crooks, as the case might be. He then knew 
roughly what size of building was required, and drew his plans — if plans were not 
superfluous in those days — accordingly. For fear I should be suspected of romancing 
in this matter, it will be wise for me, perhaps, to quote a few words from a lease of 
the period. The date of this lease, which is in Latin, is 1432. The following is an 
abstract of it : — William Otes, of Halifax ; John Barstowe, of the same ; Richard 
Boyth ; and Will. Roides, chaplain, let to William Grenwod, of Mixenden, at the 
special request of Richard Barstowe, of Brouneshyrst, to whose use they are feoflfees, 
one close of meadow and arable land, called the Haldisworth Inge, in the township 
of Ovenden, for a term of forty years from the feast of the Annunciation last past, at 
the rent of 20s. per annum. After the usual power of distress, the tenant covenants 
to re-build a certain house in the said close, near an ancient cottage there, and to 
make it de octo laquearibus contiguis. This Latin, I take it, would scarcely have 
enlightened Cicero or Caesar as to the requirements of the lessor. It would appear 
that the scrivener himself had some doubts as to its interpretability, and so he 
condescends to add " Anglici, viij. crukkes." The house is to be built of the length of 
eight crooks, or posts ; or, as we should say, speaking of ecclesiastical architecture, 
of eight bays. It, therefore, probably consisted of a housebody and small apartment 
beyond, all under one long roof. The only further instructions vouchsafed to the 
builder are : — That the erection is to be covered cum teguUs AnglicS sclatestones. The 
work is all to be done at the tenant's cost, within five months of the execution of the 
lease, the landlord, making, however, an allowance of 26s. 8d. towards the building. 
There is an addendum, in English, at the foot of the deed, to the effect that the 
" seid William " shall " uphold with thake and morter, and leve hit tenauntabille in 
the end of his term." 

Let us endeavour to assist, or, at any rate, watch, William Greenwood build his 
bouse in the Haldsworth Ing. First, he gathers from the surface of the neighbouring 
fields stones to form a basement for the timber superstructure. The largest of these 
he rough hews and squares to serve as pillars for the oaken crooks or posts to stand 
upon, laying them in square courses of six or seven single stones, one upon another, 
each course diminishing in its dimensions from the ground upwards, the topmost 
stone having a socket sunk in its upper bed to receive the foot of the timber post. ■ 
The posts or " crooks " — as Greenwood would have called them — are then set, not 
quite upright on these pillars, but leaning somewhat inwards, towards one another, 
with the idea of giving a broad and therefore firmer base to the framed structure. As 
each opposite pair are erected, the " crooks " are secured from falling by the tie beams 
which are mortised and tenoned into them, spanning the building, and destined to 
carry the roof. Probably the tie-beams, with their principal rafters and bracing spurs, 
were framed together on the ground, and fixed — but not finally fastened — on the posts 
before the framing of the side and end walls was proceeded with. Old-fashioned 
local carpenters will tell us that in these timber buildings the roofs were erected before 
the walls, and if by this is meant the main framework of the roof, these veteran 
craftsmen, who doubtless have had a hand in the demolishing of many of these 
wooden homes of old Halifax, are probably correct in their statement. The spaces 
between the stone pillars upon which the crooks rest are next filled in with the roughest 
possible description of small rubble walling. The sill beams, or balks, are then set 
upon this rough walling, and tenoned into the posts. Other transverse beams, placed 
half way up the posts, called summer beams, are also tenoned and fixed in the mortise 
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holes gouged for them in the posts, and others, equally substantial, to serve 
as wall -plates after being mortised, are secured to the outer side of the 
splayed ends of the posts by the tenons cut on the latter to receive 
and fasten them. Before, however, the posts and transverse balks can be finally 
pinned together by the wooden pegs that served as mails, the intervening wall spacesi 
so far as the timber work is concerned, must first be filled in. The "studs," "stud- 
ding," or " stoothing," as it was called, consist of oak battens, about six or seven 
inches wide, roughly grooved on both edges. Besides the studs, the wooden window 
mullions, perhaps enriched with some roughly executed but effective mouldings, 
are also tenoned into the summer beams and wall-plates of the building, which, unlike 
our modem window frames, form a structural part of the building. The upper 
windows, however, more usually, were projected from the face of the wall, sill 
pieces and lintels being plugged on to the wall and wall plates to carry them. A much 
more picturesque appearance was thus given to the building, but the reason of the 
practice doubtless, was to prevent the upper windows from being darkened by the 
overhanging eaves of the roof. We notice that the lights themselves are exceedingly 
narrow— Bo narrow that it must have been barely possible for a Halifax maiden, in 
days of yore, to have satisfactorily saluted her lover. The window jambs and door 
jambs, like all the rest of the fabric, are firmly mortised and tenoned into the main 
cross beams of the building, except as has been stated in regard to the mullions, in 
cases where the upper windows were projected from the face of the wall. The walls 
being thus constructed, the great tie-beams of the roof, with their priucipals and 
spurs, which were set in position by Greenwood and his fellow workmen on the 
top of the posts, before the walls were framed together, are now finally and firmly 
dovetailed and pinned to the posts. We will suppose — as was often the case— that 
one end of Greenwood's building has a gable end, while the roof at the other end is 
hipped, and we observe that there are two tie-beams at the gable end of the building. 
One of these, the inner one, ties the posts tc^ether, and forms a wall-plate into which 
the studs of the end wall are mortised and tenoned, while the outer one projects 
rather more than the width of its timber beyond the face of the wall, and is 
carried on the projecting ends of the wall-plate beams of the side walls, itself bearing 
the projecting wall spandrel of the gable end. The object of this arrangement, as 
well as that of the overhanging roof, was to protect the lower part of the wall from 
exposure to the weather. The timber framework of the house in Haldsworth Ing is 
now complete. But how are the interstices between the timbers to be filled in ? We 
noticed that the edges of the studs were grooved on either side before they were fitted 
into the framework. Into these grooves Greenwood and his fellow labourers proceed 
to wedge in thin slate stones, which we hope they have not procured by delving in 
the King's highway, as the Rastrick folk are accused in the Court Rolls of doing 00 
a certain occasion. These slates, after having thus lieen firmly fitted in between the 
studs, are daubed, not with plaster composed of lime and hair, but with honest clay, 
and straw thoroughly well kneaded tc^ether. When the roof has been covered with 
" thak-stones," the exterior may be considered as finished, and we will return to 
Dove House, in Shibden, to learn how the interiors of those days where arranged 
and decorated. But first a word or two should be said about the construction of the 
chamber flooring. This is carried by large balks, which divide the under side, or 
ceiling of the room below, into panels, each 5ft. or 6ft. square. Joists, as we know 
them to-day, did not exist, each alternate oaken floorboard being twice the thickness 
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of the one adjoining it, and sufficiently stout to bear any weight that the flooring 
might be called upon to carry. The planks were pinned down to the beams by 
wooden pins. Flooring of this description still exists at Shibden Hall and other 
places. 

The interior of the house-body at Dove House, which Lord Cliff'ord purchased, 
like those at Shibden Hall, New Hall, Howroyde, and elsewhere, were parted from the 
entrance passage by a massive chimney and fireplace, 8ft. perhaps long by 6ft. wide, 
the rest of the parting being made by oak wainscot, with doors therein leading into the 
main room. The walls of the housebody up to the level of the middle transverse, or 
summer beam, as it was called, were pannelled in roughly finished oak wainscotting — 
not framed as was the more modern custom into square panels, but merely consisting 
of long, vertical styles and panels. As time went on and luxury grew, the chamfers of 
these styles were moulded. But the idea of luxury — if any such exists in our minds — 
must be dismissed from our thoughts when we examine the houses of our fifteenth 
century ancestors. Dreams of arras hangings, tapestries, and richly carved oaken 
furniture must be altogether banished. The tables of the period were represented by 
moveable rough planks and trestles, chairs by buffets or forms, carpetings by rushes 
and straw. Yet some attempt was made at decorating the walls and ceilings. The 
present taste for oak in its own beautiful natural tints was not then in vogue. The 
great point was to conceal the rough-hewn, unplaned surface of the oak studding or 
wainscotting. Up to the level of the summer beams in the house-body, and to the 
ceiling in the parlours and chambers, the nakedness and roughness of the wall or the 
wainscotting was disguised by crude distemper colouring, — often, however, if not 
always, redeemed by the artistic excellence of the design of the patterns in which the 
decoration was executed. At Dove House a remnant of this kind of work still 
survives, and while some alterations were being made at Shibden Hall a few years 
ago, another sample was brought to light. In the former instance the colouring 
is executed on wainscot, in the latter on the timber-framed wall itself. The 
pattern found at the Hall seems to be a copy of a tapestry design, and is, I think, 
rather effective. The painting seems to have been a cheap substitute for tapestry. 
The main design on the walls at Shibden Hall seems of earlier character than that 
which formed the frieze, the latter from the initials of Robert Waterhouse, which it 
bears, being either of the time of Henry VHI. or Queen Elizabeth. The painting 
at Dove House may have been executed during the occupation of that bouse by 
some of the younger members of the franklin family of Lacy, to whom it belonged in 
the days of King Henry VIL Some eighteen years ago, in altering the shop 
belonging to Mr. J. T. Riley, on the north side of Old Market, a curious example of 
distemper decoration, very similar to the wall painting at Dove House, was brought to 
light. In this instance, however, the design was executed on the ceiling, and must 
have been rather effective. 

At the beginning of the sixteenth century larger ideas of luxury invaded our 
parish. In 1504 Robert Savile, second son of John Savile, Esq., of Hullen Ec^e, 
acquired Shibden Hall, by marriage with Joan, daughter of Will. Otes, and came to 
dwell there. He found the rough-hewn beams and ceiling boards of the present 
drawing room unsightly, and cased them with thin, neatly finished oak wainscotting. 
The squares of the ceiling he painted a bold blue, and the four basses of the ceiling 
— on which he carved the familiar Savile Owl, the initial of his wife's Christian 
name, and two York roses — he beautified with silver lacquer. This decoration, 
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discovered under several generations of less tasteful colouring, has been now 
restored. The oaken window in the house-body, with its narrow 4^ in. lights he 
superseded by a fine stone substitute of 24 compartments. These he proceeded to 
fill with stained glass quarries, many of them amusingly grotesque, but almost all 
marked by great character and excellence of execution. Among these the Savile 
arms are, of course, conspicuous. As specimens of English domestic glass ifi situ 
these quarries, are, I should say, almost unique. In substituting the stone window 
for the timber one, Rob. Savile found it necessary to face with stone the greater part 
of the outside wall of the housebody. This was a process which has been followed 
in the case of very many of our ancient Halifax halls. You see a house whose front 
boldly l>ears the. date 1630, say, and looks architecturally that date. But a careful 
examination of the interior will revea! the framework, the "crooks" and tie-beams 
of a far earlier building. All that the 17th century restorer has done, has been, you 
discover, to face the old timber walls, which probably had suffered severely from the 
ravages of time, that edax rerum, with good ashlar or other walling. This has been 
done at Howroyde, and partially at New Hall, Elland, and many other places. Let 
this be your tesi. If the apparently 17th century building follow in its general 
arrangements, the plan of the medieval house, with large housebody, through 
passage, &c., you may be pretty sure it is older than it looks — that it is full likely to 
be an old medieval friend with a refashioned face. 



HOW THE VICARAGE-HOUSE WAS FURNISHED TEMP. 
HENRY VIII. 

I have said that luxuries hitherto unknown began to invade our parish in the days 
of Henry VHI. If the description of the furniture of the Vicarage house in the year 
1536 were any guide to us in picturing the interiors of the homes of our local gentry 
and substantial yeomen, we should have indeed to form a high opinion of the advanced 
state of elegance to which they had then attained. But the Lord Vicar of Halifax— 
as he was styled^ Dr. Robert Haldsworth, had a princely fortune, andan establishment 
proportioned thereto. Yet, although the inventory — as preserved in the Record Office 
— of his goods and chattells, may not be used by us as a basis for any general inference 
as to the household equipment of even the wealthiest member of his flock, still it may 
be of service and interest as illustrative of the style in which this Halifax church 
potentate lived. ■ We find from this document that the walls of the hall, parlours, and 
chambers of the Vicarage were hanged with " fine say" — a species of worsted tapestry 
— " paned," that is, striped, and fringed with borders. Then there were in the chamber 
sparvys—hed canopies^and testors, with curtains and hangings, as well for standing 
beds as trussing beds. There were eight chairs and twelve cushions ; four carpets 
for covering tables ; a red cloth covering for a table ; a large cushion of crimson velvet, 
garnished about with gold ; two targe covers or counter points, lined with canvas and 
of arras work, one of them wrought with some silk, and part with gold wire ; a cover 
for a bed, of tapestry work lined with canvas ; two large covers for beds, of red cloth 
— the bed fine Holland cloth, wrought with gold and silk in the midst and every comer 
—called a counterpane ; two or three rolls for borders, with a large cloth of imagery, 
with many goodly pictures in the parlour and chambers. In the private chapel, upon 
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the altar, was a goodly image of St. John, the Evangelist, whole gilt, with a super- 
altar and altar cloths. Then there were also in the house, four feather beds 
with bolsters; six or seven matress or flock beds with bolsters; four pillows 
of down ; nineteen or twenty coverlets ; ten or twelve pair of fine large 
sheets ; ten or twelve pair of other sheets ; five or six pillow bears ; two 
table cloths, an ell broad; three or four dozen of table napkins, with other 
cloth cut to make many napkins of ; seven or eight fine kerchers or handkerchiefs ; 
fifteen or sixteen towels ; a fine piece of Brussells cloth, an ell and half quarter 
broad. The vicar's plate was rich and abundant, and consisted of : — Two salts of 
silver with a cover, whole gilt ; two salts of silver with a cover, half gilt ; one pot of 
silver chased, with a cover, whole gilt ; one pot of silver, chased, with cover, parcel 
gilt ; one standing cup of silver, with cover, whole gilt ; three goblets of silver, with 
one cover, inforth gilt, and of the outside parcel gilt ; two goblets of silver, with 
cover, parcel gilt ; three flat pieces of silver, parcel gilt ; two dozen weighty silver 
spoons, with other three silver spoons ; a great silver salt, whole gilt ; a mazer, with 
a bond of silver, with a rose in the bottom, whole gilt. In the kitchen were fifteen 
or sixteen brass pots, great and small; a great pan set in a furnace; a great brewing 
lede (vat) not set ; a great and large chimney of iron with appurtenances ; two brazen 
mortars, a great and a less ; four or five broaches of iron, with much other stuff 
belonging to the kitchen ; two garnish (sets) of pewter vessells ; thirteen or fourteen 
pewter pots, great and small ; four or five pewter basins ; six or seven bottles of tin, 
and we are told, in the buttery and brewhouse were "all manner of stuff, much here 
to be rehearsed." There were also carried away from the Vicarage, when it was 
looted at the time of the Pilgrimage of Grace, " three or four horse-loads of books of 
Holy Scripture, Divinity, and Law, with other faculties," so that the Puritan Vicar, 
Dr. Favour, might have spared the jeer in his book. Antiquity triuntphing over Novelty, 
that he bestowed upon his Catholic predecessors in this respect, especially when 
there were among them such men as Archbishop Rokeby, Chancellor of Ireland ; 
Dr. Taylor, Master of the Rolls, and Dr. Haldsworth, Vicar-General to the Bishop 
of Worcester, and Chancellor of that diocese — all three learned Doctors of the 
Canon Law. But we must return to the reign of Edward IV., our inquiry into the 
character of the domestic architecture and " huslement " of old Halifax homesteads 
having led us down to a period to which our chronicles of the doings of the townsfolk 
have not yet been extended. 

SKETCHES OF INHABITANTS AND FAMILIES OF HALIFAX 
TEMP. EDWARD IV. 

I now propose to invite you to interview with me the men of Halifax whose 
names appear in the bill of indictment of 1467, charged with the assault upon John 
Talbot, whom I have presumed to have been, at that time, a deputy -forester of 
Sowerbyshire. The rolls of the Sowerby Hall-motes and Halifax Turns will, 
doubtless, give us some insight into the personal peculiarities and characteristic 
traits of these old Halifax inhabitants and their fa mi lies —peculiarities and traits 
which may, perchance, at times shew signs of survival in ourselves, their nineteenth 
century descendants. First, in the bill of indictment referred to, stands the name of 
John 
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POTTER. 



He is described as a yeoman. Skeat derives this designation from the old 
Friesic word gd— -village, and man, i.e., a villager; but he adds, "many solutions 
have been offered of this difficult word." " In the yeoman," writes John Saunders, 
in that capital work of his, which I should like to recommend on this occasion, 
entitled Canterbury Talis pom Chancer, " In the yeoman," as drawn by Chaucer, "we 
have a fine example of a class which included very much of the pith and power of 
English manhood in the old warlike times, and to which we can trace a larpe 

proportion of the robust qualities of our present powerful middle classes 

Yeoman life had many phases, including many degrees of servitude, many varieties 
of landholders, and many kinds of feudal obligation. Some possessed considerable 
patrimonies. Yeomen are mentioned, who lived about half a century after Chaucer, 

that were able to expend out of their freeholds as much as ^130 per annum./ 

Chaucer's miller speaks of his "estate," i.e., state "of yeomanry," and the title of 
yeoman was often held by those whose trades more directly sprang from the 
cultivation of land, as those of millers, farmers, maltsters, &c. There were two 
great classes of yeomen — military yeomen, who served their respective squires in 
their martial campaigns; and trade yeomen, such as Chaucer's miller. Probably, 
the yeomen of Halifax belonged, almost to a man, to the latter class. In later times 
than those we are now dealing with — in the 17th century— clothiers, and almost all 
well-to-do tradesmen, are often described in legal documents as "yeomen." The 
line between yeomen and gentlemen was a very vague one ; the elder brother, who 
inherited the family patrimony, being entitled gentleman, while his younger brethren 
are only thought worthy of the inferior designation. Yet the yeoman brothers were 
as capable of using armorial bearings as their elder gentleman brother, and were 
wont to seal their apprenticeship indentures, Sec, with the family coat of arms. 
Yeomen, too, were, at any rate, in the reign of the first of the Stuarts, as eligible for 
the honour of knighthood as gentlemen, and many a Halifax trade yeoman, with 
much fuming and vapouring, had to draw forth ^10, or more, as a fine, for not attending 
to receive the honour of knighthood at the coronation of his Gracious Majesty, King 
Charles I. The Halifax yeomen named in the Bill of Indictment, besides John Potter, 
are William Dughty, Richard Miiner, Robert Foumes, John Ferrour, John Sunderland, 
John Lister, John Haldworth, William Holgate, Richard Lister, Dennis Batt, and John 
Henster, which last surname is, I believe, a clerical error for Hanson. Of gentlemen 
there was no representative, at all, in Halifax in the days of King Edward 
IV. Returning to John Potter, yeoman, we find, from the rental of 1439, that he 
owned a parcel of land called the Shaghe, Shay, or Shaw. He bad previously, also, 
owned a messuage and land, which had been transferred to Nicholas Savile, called 
Cold- well -ing, hard by the churchyard. This cold well seems to have been situate in 
what is now the lower part of King Street, in Watson's time, called Well-i'th-Wall- 
lane. In 1452, John Potter discharged the duties of Constable of Halifax. This 
yeoman's characteristic trait was love of sport. He was "a mighty hunter," and, 
consequently, as the game in the Warren of Halifax was strictly preserved, in the 
interest of the Lord of the Fee of Wakefield, Potter was constantly being presented 
for keeping and employing sporting dogs. Thus in 1459, he is arraigned at the Turn, 
along with eight other offenders, for being a " common hunter of hares, killing as 
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many as he possibly could, ' quam plurimos mactans,' and, moreover, he is accused of 
taking partridges within the warren without license." He is also presented, on one 
occasion, for not repairing the highway near his tenement in Halifax, and, on 
another, for unjustly damming up the common watercourse running from Shaghe- 
well. In 1467, we find from the Writs of Assize of the County of Lancaster, that a 
writ was issued for the apprehension of John Potter, jun., of Halifax, along with 
forty-eight other persons, for the most part belonging to the parish of Halifax, to 
answer at the Assizes at Lancaster for "divers felonies" of which they had been 
indicted. The name of Potter does not occur in the Poll Tax return of 1379. 



DUGHTY. 

The next name on the Bill is that of William Dugbty, yeoman. Although 
described in the Indictment of 1467, as of Halifax, he really was, as the Court Rolls 
shew, a resident in the neighbouring township of Ovenden. In 1468, he was 
Constable of Ovenden, and some of his presentments, as affecting the relations 
between his own township and that of Ovenden, may be of interest. A year 
previously, the Constable of Ovenden had enjoined all and singular the inhabitants 
of Halifax that they, and each of them, should cause the common way leading 
between Ovenden and Halifax, called the " North Loyne," to be repaired before the 
next Court, under a penalty, for non-performance, of 3s. 4d. Halifax, however, took 
no notice of this order, and, therefore, Dughty presents that the penalty is due. At 
the next Court the vtnella botialis is still found in its old bad condition, and repairs 
are ordered under an increased penalty of 13s. 4d, As nothing more is heard of the 
matter, I suppose, the work was then done. But, in 1475, John Dughty, the then 
Ovenden Constable, complains that the inhabitants of the town of Halibx have 
diverted the course of the brook in a place called Ovenden Wood, and, by digging 
turves there, have caused the stream to overflow its banks, and so to flood not only 
the lands of the Ovenden folk, but also their houses. An order is made by the 
steward that Halifax shall be attached. Another presentment made by William 
Dughty, while constable of Ovenden, relates to the only branch of its old jurisdiction 
which has been left to the Halifax Court Leet in the present day, viz., the inspection 
of weights and measures. William Otes, of Halifax, who was a mercer— a seller of 
sundry and divers wares — had, it appears, in his possession certain light weights, 
contrary to the statute, and to the defrauding of the King's people. The Weightsand 
Measures Act of last session, following the precedent of previous Acts, exempts the 
townships included in the extensive Manor of Wakefield from the jurisdiction of the 
County Council in regard to this important Act, so that, in this respect, we are still 
liable to be amerced at the Turn, or Court Leet, as it is now styled, of the Most Noble 
the Earl and Countess of Yarborough. William Dughty seems to have been a man 
of some consequence in the parish, in his day and generation. This is shewn by the 
part he took in a matter affecting the title of the then proprietor of Shibden Hall, in 
Southowram, as recorded in a document preserved among the title deeds of that estate. 
The document illustrates, in an instructive and amusing manner, the mode in which 
questions affecting the title to real estate were settled in the days of Edward IV. As 
it is in English, as then spoken here, unlike the usual formal legal instruments of the 
day, which were io Latin, it exemplifies the language of the more cultured inhabitants 
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of these parts in those days. It must be premised that the title deeds of the hall begin 
in the reign of Henry V., and that the estate was, in 1477, in the hands of one William 
Otes, who was grandson of another William, who was the first owner on record. 
Somehow or other, at this time, a claimant to the property had arisen in the 
person of one Thomas Otes, who conceived that, by virtue of a deed of 
settlement which was in bis hands, he, and not William, was the rightful 
owner. Thomas seems to have aired his grievance among his Deighbours, and to have 
received from them considerable sympathy and encouragement, so that, presently, to 
quote the quaint words of the document that details the affair, "a rumour and a 
grouchynge" arose "emonge diverse people" of the parish of Halifax, to the effect 
that there " sulde have been oone charter of the lands of William Otes, in Shippedeyn, 
by the strenghtt of whiche chartter, all the lands off William Otes, in Shippedeyn, 
suld have standeth in taiall made by the antecessours of William Otes aforsalde." 
The Charter in question being " soo laborethe " i.e. hard to understand, it had been 
"gyffen into the kepynge of" certain " true, honestt, and credeable men," to make 
out its meaning, and I suppose, guard it safe. As there was so much dissatisfaction 
in the parish at the alleged injustice of which Thos. Otes was supposed to be the 
victim, the matter was referred for inquiry and settlement to twelve of the leading 
men of the parish, of whom William Dughty was one ; others being Thos. Lacy, 
Esq., John Sayvell, gentleman; John Littister, sen., yeoman, and other substantial 
yeomen and tradesmen. Well, how did these twelve worthies proceed? They 
first of all procured, not the original charter — which " the true, honest, and 
credible men " who held it do not seem to have consented even to exhibit to them 
— but a copy of the same which was shewn them, " for to be understandeihe by oure 
discreccons and avise, whedder hitt were true and lawful! or hitt were fciicely forgyd 
by some curseth and unhappy creators." It seems to our modem legal ideas, of 
course, absurd, that these grave and discreet persons — William Dughty and his 
colleagues — should endeavour to test the genuineness of a deed, not by examining the 
original document, but by inspecting merely a copy. But so they did. They carefully 
examined the copy of the deed, and found that Shibden Hall estate was " taileth unto 
one Thomas Ottis yett levynge for fawte of heres lawefully comynge of other persons 
contenyd in the_ Charter." The referees, therefore, got the said Thomas Otes to appear 
before them at & solemn sitting in Halifax on the 17th April, 1477. They questioned 
him "as to his age by divers means," and swore him on the " halidom," t.e. the Holy 
Sacrament, to answer the truth, the whole truth, &c. He informs his examiners 
" that he shall be of the age of 65 at Whitsunday next coming." Referring to the 
deed, the referees find that the Charter "specified itself for to be made at the feast 
of Peter and Paul, the nth year of the reign of King Henry IV." (1410). Then 
comparing the age of the claimant with the date of the Charter, and by the tedious 
process of reckoning up "every yere, halfe yere, quarter of yere, mouethe, 
fourtenyghtt, or sevynnyghtt of every kyng reignynge upon bus sithen that tyme," 
these wise men came to the conclusion that the deed was "falsely and wikkydly 

forgyd, the date of the Charter beynge of the age of 2 yere and more afore the 

forsaide Thomas Ottes, was boronne of his mother into the warld ; the whiche are 
impossible to stand togedire." The referees then proceed to declare that Thomas 
Ottes and " we marvellynge grettely that there suld be soo curseth a creator or 
creaturis in this warld that suche false evidennce forgys or makythe to be forgyed, 
for any singular avayll of this traunsitorye lyve, considerynge the utter myserye and 
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confusione of the saules if thay dysherthe any erthely creatores oS any pwneworth of 
ly velott " ; conclude by advising every pious man or woman who has mind of his 
" awne sawLe " to beware, and be careful to eschew a!i mischiefs and inconveniences 
that may by possibility happen by the agency of such a "cursed and unhappy 
creatour or creatures " that such evidence " forgys or causethe to be forgyd." This 
they are to do by giving " no credennce in suche evidens without a lawful prove 
apone the same," This curious document, written at Halifax 17th April, 1479, has 
attached to it the seals of eight of the referees. 



TOMLYNSON. 

The next person named in the Bill of Indictment of 1467, is John Tomlynson, 
corvisoi, i.e., a cobbler. John Tomlynson's name, owing, I suppose, to his humble 
occupation, does not figure among those of the well-to-do jurors of the Turns, nor, 
presumably, on account of his honest life, often among the numerous misdemeanants 
whose peccadilloes have been immortalised on the rolls. But his wife was no 
nonentity. She had a tongue in her head, and took care to let the little old world of 
Halifax know the fact. In the Roll of 1459, we read that the wife of John 
Thomlnyson and the wife of James Foumes are commuws objurgalrices et litigatrkes cum 
vicinis suis — i.e,, are common scolds and quarretlers with their neighbours. I do not 
know whether Halifax possessed, as some places did, a hrank, or lady's bridle, for the 
taming of its shrews, or whether the ducking stool was the punishment thought 
appropriate by the steward of the manor. In 1468 the constable of Halifax presents 
the cobbler, for having unjustly dammed up the common watercourse running from 
Shaghewell. This was a matter which cropped up at every meeting of the Turn. 
Some of the tenants seem to have been very much given to this misdemeanour, 
which, in the absence of waterworks and mains, was, of course, naturally very 
inconvenient to the inhabitants generally. At the previous Turn to that at which 
Tomlynson was charged, an order had been made by the Court that " no one from 
now shall divert the water running from the common well, from its common course, 
under a penalty of 6s. 8d. for each offence." So, I suppose, Jack, the cobbler, had to 
pay down his half mark. 

We all know Barum-top, but the significance of the name is somewhat perplexing. 
It is presented that Nicholas Sayvell, a landowner, but not resident in the town, has 
unjustly diverted the water course, called the " Bowroms," and has also opened the 
soil and waste of the land there without license, and to the injury of the tenants. Can 
anyone explain the etymology of this word " Bowroms " ? The late Mr. Walker in 
his valuable articles, entitled Our Local Portfolio, quotes some i8th century documents 
which had fallen into his hands, in which "the Bourom mouth at Causey Head" is 
mentioned. Mr. Walker adds : " Here we have the old word ' Bourom ' for the main 
sewer, which is now nearly extinct in Halifax, subsisting only in the name, ' Barum 
Top,' which indicates the extreme extent of the ancient sewerage of the town." " The 
word, however," he continues, -'lingered long in the township books — charges being 
common every year for men cleaning out the bahntm." It would appear, then, that, 
in the 15th century, the town sewer was an open water course — cursus aqiue — which 
was liable, at times, to be diverted and dammed up by unscrupulous inhabitants. 
One Robert Ferrorhad so tampered with it, indeed, in 1471, that the water had 
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overflowed and flooded the common way " to," as the Rolls rather superfluously 
inform us, " the annoyance of the tenants." 

In reference to the pubhc wells — a well id olden time signified a spring — in 
1465, we find that William Brodelee, of the Shaghe, is presented for having diverted 
a "parcel" of the water course, at Shagh-well, from its right and ancient course, in 
contempt of the lord, and to the injury of the tenants, and he is ordered to abate the 
nuisance before Martinmas, under a penalty of 4od. William Brodelee, however, takes 
no notice of the order, and instead of scouring the water course, it was found at a 
subsequent court that he had further diverted it — this time we are told — im magmnK 
conUmptum Domini. But worse was done to the water supply of Halifax than this, for 
we find in 1459, that the wife of Robert Haldworth, Johann-att-Townende, and 
thirteen other offenders are amerced lad. each, "by reason that they had washed 
their lianen, and even the iHtestina bestiarum in the common well, called Shaghe Well," 
contrary to the penal injunction which had been issued by the Court to put a stop to 
such un-savoury practices. 

'gibson. 

We now pay a visit to William Gibson, described as a walker. When, a century 
or so earlier, the name of Gibson was Latinised, it was represented us filius Gilhtrti 
— Gib being the nickname of Gilbert. Gibson is one of the original Halifax names, 
William Gibson being, apparently, a descendant of John Gilbert-son, who figures in 
the Poll Tax of 1379. A William Gibson, perchance our friend the walker, appears 
in the Rental of Halifax, of 1439, as holding one messuage, with lands, at a rent of 
i7^d. per annum. A John Gibson, also, was a small tenant of the manor in 1439; 
and a John and a William Gibson, sons of the same John, both of Halifax, were, in 
1467, arraigned at the Lancaster Assizes on the same indictment, for "divers 
felonies," as John Potter, jun,, and the numerous other Halifax parish folk, to whose 
case reference has previously been made. William Gibson was Constable of Halifax 
in 1444. His trade, as has been stated, was that of a walker — a fuller. Dr. Gamett 
derives the word from " the circumstance, in early times, of those who followed this 
trade sitting round the board and cloth, &c., 'working it with their feet, one against 
another.' U is this part of the operation," he says, "which is properly called wd/Affig, 
and it is on this account that fulling mills, in which water and machinery are made 
to do the work, are in Scotland and the north of England frequently called n'olk- 
mills," From the VisioH of Piers Ploughman, we learn that the custom of fulling cloth 
with the feet was anciently practised in England. 

" Cloth Ibat cometb fro Che weving is not comely to wear, 
TiEl it be fulled under fete, or in fulling slocks, 
Washen well with water, and with laseU cratched, 
Toulied and teynted, and under laylours' taande." — P.P., p. 846. 

MILNER. 
The Milner family, who, by this time have, it would seem, ceased to justify their 
name by their trade, now claim some notice. Four persons of the name were 
indicted, at the Lancaster Assizes, for the assault at Burnley, their names being 
Richard Milner, yeoman ; John Milner, glover, and Christopher Milner, tailor, all of 
Halifax ; and Thomas Milner, of Skircoat, yeoman. Robert Milner, of Skircoat, and 
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Henry and Richard Milner, of Halifax, are also mentioned among the number of those 
indicted at Lancaster, in 1467, for "divers felonies." All but one of the four indicted 
in 1467, it will be noticed, are in same way connected with the cloth trade. Richard 
Milner, the yeoman, who was possibly still pursuing the hereditary cx:cupation of 
grinding the tenants' com at the manorial mill, was the son of Robert Milner, named 
in the Rental of 1439, as renting a messuage and six acres, at as., who would seem 
to have been the grandson of the Robert of 1384, then tenant of the corn-mill, who 
was himself the grandson of William the Milner of 1307. This family, in later times, 
settled at Pudsey, of which they became the manorial lords. Richard Milner, who 
served as Constable of Halifax, seems, in spite of his being twice indicted at 
Lancaster, in 1467, to have been a fairly well conducted sort of fellow. His wife, 
however, gets into trouble in regard to making bread, and brewing ale; and he 
himself for slaughtering cattle, and selling meat above the regulation price. The 
Slcircoat Milners lived at Sbaw Hill. The following incident, which appears in the 
rolls of 1474, touching them, is curious. It is presented by the Great Inquest that 
Laurence Hayghe, late of Halifax, cardmaker, on the 12th September, 1473, at 
" Skircotes," within the precint and jurisdiction of this Turn, broke into and entered 
the house of Alice, late the wife of Robert Milner, by night about cockcrowing, and 
then and there feloniously seized Margaret, the daughter of the aforesaid Robert, 
and carried her away to Sherbum in Elmet. 



FOURNES. 

The Fournes family now claim our attention, a branch whereof survived at 
Ovenden Hall, in considerable opulence, until comparatively recent times. The 
name does not occur in the Poll Tax of 1379, but is found in the rental of 1439, 
in which Richard Fournes is described as holding one parcel of land at the north 
end of the Well House, at a yearly rent of 2d. I think Richard must be a clerical 
error for Ralph, whose name occurs abundantly in the Court Rolls, both prior 
to, and later than, the date of the rental. The Christian names of the Foumeses 
mentioned in the indictment, are Robert Fournes, yeoman ; William Fournes, 
walker: James Fournes, weaver; and Ralph Fournes, draper; three out of four 
being thus found to be engaged in the cloth trade. Their names occur very 
frequently in the Court Rolls, and, I grieve to say, under not very creditable 
circumstances. Robert is too fond of dice, and is consequently often amerced at the 
Turn for preferring this illegal game to the nobler English and more patriotic pastime 
of archery. Robert and John, also, have a worse fault still — one, however, which our 
modern Borough Court knows not of to-day — they are "common eaves -droppers," and 
lie, at night, under the windows of their neighbours, listening for any little bit of 
scandal which may fall on their ears, doubtless with the intention of publishing what' 
ever they catch in this manner, abroad, upon the housetops on the morrow. In 1459 
they are ordered to be attached for indulging in this little amusement. The wife of 
James Fournes, the weaver, too, at the same Turn, is denounced by her neighbours as 
a scold. At the same court, more trouble is in store for the Fournes family, for John 
and Robert are presented, not only for diceing, but also for recreating themselves with 
the game of crocheyny — the forerunner of our modern cricket— an illegal game 
in the days of the fourth Edward. Ralph Fournes, also, on the same day is presented 
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for having blocked the public way with his midden, in contempt of the lord of 
the manor, and to the injury of his tenants. At another court, a John Fournes 
is presented with other persons as a vacabundus, and as " not having whereof he may 
live " — as we should say *' not having visible means of subsistence " — contrary to the 
statute. So he is ordered to be attached. This would be, I suppose, the Statute, of 
12, Ric. II.. cap. 7, which was repealed by the Stat, l, Edw. VI., cap 3. King 
Richard in his Ordinance of 1383 complains that "feitors" — idlers — and — "vagrants" 
overran the country "more abundantly than they were formerly accustomed," In 
1388, he renewed ail the orders of the monarchs that had preceded him, and reminded 
the mayors, bailiffs, stewards, and constables of their duties, especially to repair 
their stocks, and always to keep them ready for putting in persons of the 
wandering class. Halifax still possesses part, at least, of the apparatus for 
punishing vagrancy which the laws of Ric. II. enjoined to be constantly kept in 
good condition ready for use. One could almost wish that, at any rate, for the object 
of preserving this relic of old Halifax, the Court Leet would make an order for their 
reparation at the next Turn, By the Statute of Ric, II,, beggars who were not 
possessed of testimonial letters sealed by a good man — pntd-kontme — permitting them 
to wander from place to place, were to be put into irons as well as into the stocks. 
Even scholars of the universities, that were wont to go begging to obtain the means 
of continuing their education, were liable to this severe penalty, if they had not provided 
themselves with testimonial letters from their Chancellor. The repairing of the stocks 
to meet the case of such vagabonds as John Fournes, was a matter that exercised the 
local court a good deal, tempore Edward IV. Orders are constantly being made in this 
regard. But, as it was a matter of £. s, d,, the Halifax people did not respond very 
willingly to the orders made upon them. Thus, in April, 1468, an order was made on 
all and singular the tenants of Halifax, that they shall repair their stocks, before the 
next Turn, under penalty of an amercement of 3s. 4d, In April, 1470, another order 
to the like effect is made, but the penalty for non- performance is raised to 13s. 4d. 
In 1473, the stocks being yet in their old decayed condition, John Horsefall, the Halifax 
constable, presents that the threatened penalty has been incurred by ihe township. 
But the cup of the misdeeds of the Fournes family is not yet full. In 1465, John 
Fournes, the whilom vacabundus, I suppose, is accused of being a player ad tales stannarios, 
which I interpret to be weighted dice. In 1467, Ralph Fournes, jun., is reported as a 
common, <>., public, evil-doer, and a suspected character, to the great detriment of 
the people of our lord the King. Ralph Fournes, sen., is also presented, at the same 
time, for having received and entertained this loose fellow, knowing him to be an evil- 
doer. A Statute of Edward III., passed in 1349, condemned to prison, we may remind 
ourselves, those persons who, under pretext of charity, came to the aid of such 
characters. There are several instances, in the Rolls, of persons being punished for 
keeping and entertaining p>ersons of bad bearing, and in one case a man is ordered not 
to let lodgings to or entertain one John Browne, who was given to breakir^ down 
walls and fences, under a penalty of los. In 1468, almost a whole membrane of the 
rolls is covered with charges brought against Ralph Fournes, sen., and his hopeful son, 
Ralph, junr., and others of that bright family. On a certain day, they made an afTray 
on a certain stranger. On another certain day — it does not seem to have been thought 
necessary, by the way, to state the exact day in these presentments — Ralph and his 
son made an affray on John Horstall. Another indictment — if we may use the term 
— charges Robert Fournes, James Fournes, Edward Crosselee, and two others, with 
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having on the fair day made an assault on John and Richard Horsfall, and a great 
affray. Also it was found that Robert Fournes, on the same day had drawn blood 
from Richard Horsfall. On the same festal day, William Fourness had drawn blood 
from William Stokes. Six other like assaults and affrays were, it appear, committed 
on this particular day ; and breaking bones and drawing blood, seem to have been 
quite a feature in the fun of the fair, Edward Crossley and Richard Horsfall making 
themselves almost as conspicuous in the hurly-burly as the hvely members of the 
Fournes family. One is not surprised to find that Ralph and his sons are shy after 
this about putting in an appearance at the Turns, and get themselves amerced for 
non-attendance accordingly. In 1470, John, son of John Fournes, stands at the bar for 
being a comtnanis captor parvarum, rerum extra domos tenentium Domini, i.e., for not keeping 
his hands from picking up trifling articles lying about outside the houses of the 
lord's tenants. Let us hope that he did not venture to purloin any trifle 
above the value of is^d., or, it is to be feared, the gibbet on the green must 
have ended his inglorious career. We need hardly to be told that John, son 
of Ralph Fournes, was twice arraigned at Lancaster in 1467. The Fourness 
family, although, apparently some of them, such as Ralph the draper, of the Well 
House, seem to have been possessed of a considerable " pennyworth of. livelot," do 
not, at this period, appear to have been entrusted with the office of constable. Nay ! 
not even were they permitted to serve on the Leet juries, as their more law-abiding 
neighbours were wont to do. Ralph Fournes had personal property sufficient to 
justify him in making a will, which is dated 2. February, 1472, and proved i. April, 
1472. He leaves his soul to God Almighty, Blessed Mary, and All Saints, and his 
body to be buried in Halifax churchyard. He bequeaths 40s. to his son John ; and 
to his daughter, Agnes Croseley, who was, apparently, the wife of Geoffry Croseley, 
who witnesses the will, 20s. His residuary estate he leaves to William, James, and 
Edmund Fournes, who are appointed bis executors. By a deed dated 8. Hen. VII., 
we find that Edmund Fournes possessed two messuages and two gardens, one of 
which was situate on " Shaghe-hill," and that he surrendered these in the Manor 
Court, of Halifax, to his heirs in tail by Agnes, his wife, daughter of John Lister, 
senior, late deceased, lawfully begotten. This deed was exhibited in 1620 in a cause, 
" Fourness v. Lacy." This shows that the property had, up to this date, continued 
in the Fournes family. In another deed dated 15. Hen. VIII. (1523), Percival 
Fournes, son of Edmund, then deceased, grants the reversion after the death of his 
mother, Jenet Bynnes — Edmund Foumes's widow — of 1^ roods of land with a 
"mease" and building upon the same in Halifax, "as it lyeth there hetwix the 
Southffelde of Halifax," and other boundaries, which, as part of the waste, had been 
purchased of the Prior and Convent of St. Pancras, at Lewes. The name of 
Fournes seems to suggest that the original occupation of the family had something 
to do with foundry work, and the ftict that the 7th of the bells formerly in the church 
tower, bore the legend — " Thomas Fournes, the first founder of this bell, 1472 " — 
seems to support the notion. There was then a bell foundry in Halifax parish in the 
days of King Edward IV. 

FERROUR. 

Robert Ferrour, smith, b the next person to be identified. His occupation 
agrees, it will be noted, with his name. He only appears, at this period, once on the 
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Court Rolls, having been found guilty of narrowing the watercouise, and so causing 
the water to overflow and flood the public road. The name of Ferrour does not 
occur in the rental of 14391 nor in the Poll Tax of earlier date. 



SUNDERUND. 

John Sunderland, yeoman, must have sprung from High Sunderland, in 
Northowram. His name appears among Halifax landowners in 1439. as the holder 
of a messuage and four acres of land, at the rent of i4d. A Richard and a William 
Sunderland were ordered to be attached at a Turn in 1454,35 dice-players and players 
at Spherce — bowls, tennis, or football. Beyond washing his linen in Shagh-Well, his 
conduct seems to have been sans reprocke. 



LISTER. 

The next name is that of Lister, of which family there are two representatives 
named in the indictment — John and Richard, described as yeomen. John was, 
apparently, the son of William, the tenant of the North Brig fulling mill and the 
vendor, to Lord Cliflbrd, of Dove House, in Southowram. Richard was the son of 
Richard, named in the Rental of 1439- From Richard, jun., descended the Listers 
of Backhall, in Southowram, which belonged to that branch of the family until the 
middle of the 17th century, when it was sold to the Hansons. Over the door of this 
house may still be seen the Hanson arms, and the inscription in Greek, " He who 
loveth houses or lands more than Me is not worthy of Me." Richard Lister's 
descendants removed in Elizabeth's reign to Hull, where they throve as merchants, 
and Sir John Lister, who was knighted by King Charles L, was the founder of the 
Lister Hospital there. William Lister, of Ovenden, a younger son of Richard, sen,, 
held lands in Ovenden — called Parklands or Parkroyd — and copyholds in North- 
owram, which remained in his family until 1756. His grandson, John, also acquired 
lands in Little Horton, which, together with other property purchased by his 
descendants there, formerly belonging to Kirkstall Abbey, and held of the King by 
the render of a pair of silver spurs yearly, ultimately came to Samuel Lister, Esquire, 
J. P., of Horton House. This gentleman, dying without male issue, the Horton 
property, by marriage, devolved upon Col. Fitzgerald, the present owner. Another 
Samuel Lister, a grandson of John, of Horton, named above, in 1613 became 
possessed of Shibden Hall, which his descendants have inherited until the present 
time. In Henry VHL reign, and perhaps earlier, and in the days of Elizabeth, 
the Cross, now the Union Cross, was the property of the descendants of 
Richard Lister, jun., his grandson, another Richard, owning it in the time of 
the bluS^ monarch, together with the Seedlings, and a good deal more property 
in Halifax. A traveller, visiting Halifax, in 1639, writes: — "Here is one of the 
fairest inns in England, called The Crosse, because it stands right against the Crosse." 
Whether the Crosse was standing as an inn in Edward IV. time I cannot say, but 
think it probable. At the Turn at Brighouse in 1463, the constable of Northowram 
complained that Richard Lister, of Halifax, and John, his son, had opened the Lord's 
soil] in order to obtain sea-coal, and had, moreover, in the course of their mining 
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operations, obstructed the road there, to the injury of the tenants. We find mention in 
the earliest Wakefield Court Rolls existing — they date back, it will be remembered, 
to 1274— of the winning of coal in Northowram, and when Thomas Nelson, to whom 
Lord CliiSbrd sold Dove House, let that mansion to the I^acys, the lease empowered 
the lessees pro carbonibus jm'j fodere sed tun alicui vendere. The workings, at this time, 
however — those, for instance, which the Listers were alleged illegally to have 
undertaken — must have been merely day-holes, driven into the hill side. William 
Lister, who occupied the fulling mill at North Bridge, died in I47i. His will is 
partially given, as an interesting one, in the Test Ebor., published by the Surtees 
Society. It is interesting in this way, "as it gives us a date," as Canon Raine 
observes, " to show the building of the tower of the fine old church of Halifax." 
The will is dated i6tb September, 1471. The testator describes himself as a draper, 
and desires to be buried in the churchyard of Halifax Church. He leaves to the 
building of the bell-tower of that church 6s. 8d. a year, " to be paid every year after 
my decease until the building of the said tower be reared and finished." He also 
leaves is. — not a very large bequest — to the Brethren of St. Robert of Knaresburgh — 
the Trinitarian Order, as they were called — whose mission was the redemption of 
Christian captives taken by the Turks. To Alice Sayvell, his daughter, the wife of 
John Savile, Esq., of Copley, William Lister leaves one pair of coral rosaries, with 
golden gauds, and rings belonging to them. By gauds are meant the larger beads — 
which represent the paternosters. To Joan, another of his daughters, he leaves four 
cows, and to three other relatives one silver spoon apiece. In 1472, the testator's 
son, John Lister, was admitted tenant of the fulling mill and its appurtenances, at 
North Bridge, on bis father's death. Hali&x, at this time, seems to have acquired a 
reputation for dyeing — or litting, as it was then called — ^and its cloth had made a 
name for itself in the market. In a cgrious list of the stock-in-trade of a York tailor, 
dated 1485, we find seven ells and a quarter of cloth, called Halifax- tawny, priced at 
7s. Item, 7 ells and i quarter of Halifax-grene, 6s. ; item, 2^ ells of grene-tawny, 
i6d. ', item, 2 ells and a half in remelands Halifax, 2s. ; item, 7 ells and i quarter, 
Halifax- russytt, 4s. 6d. ; item, 2 ells of black Halifax- car say, 2od. Also a dozen pair 
of boots of Halifax cloth, 15s. Such was the cloth dyed at North Bridge in Edward 
IV.'s time. 

HALDWORTH. 

The name of Holdsworth, formerly Haldworth, is a familiar one in Halifax in 
the present day, and has been from very early times associated with the town. It is 
derived, of course, from the hamlet of Holdsworth, from which place men seem to 
have emigrated largely into adjoining townships, continuing to use the name of their 
old home as a distinguishing surname. By the date of the Poll Tax return, two of 
these Holdsworth men had settled at Halifax ; Henry de Halworth and wife, and Ote 
de Halworth and his spouse, contributing their groat to the national revenue in that 
year. The name of Haldworth does not, however, seem to occur among those of the 
Halifax tenants of the Prior of Lewes in 1439. In the indictment of 1467, John, 
described as a yeoman, and William, as a walker, are mentioned. In 1469, John 
Haldworth is presented by the Halifax constable, for having made an encroachment 
at " Northeloyne," by unjustly ploughing away one common reyne into his land. A 
" reyne " was a little piece of waste ground, often found lying in the midst of the 
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common arable or pasture fields, and sometimes adjoining, as in the present case, 
upon ibe highways— a bit of wayside waste. The " north loyne " led from Halifax 
to Ovenden, and was, I take it, the road now known to us as Northgate. In the 
Ulnagers' return of cloths manufactured in Halifax during 2| years entting 1474, that 
official states that he has received from John Hauideswortk and the other men of the 
town of Halifox, ^28 4. 5 Jd. as subsidy on 1318 cloths madeandsoldby them. The 
William Haldworth described as a walker, in the indictment, may be the same man 
as he who made his will in 1468, and left 6s. 8d. to the fabric of a chapel in Halifax 
Church. He also left a l^acy of 6d. to the Brethren of St. Robert, of Knaresboro' 
— for the redemption of captives — and a tega — a gown apiece to two relatives or 
friends. 

HOLGATE. 

William Holgate, yeoman, also, had a hand, like so many others of his townsmen, 
in the assault on John Talbot. This name is not found in the Tax Roll of 1379, 
but a Richd. Holgate is mentioned in the Rental of 1439, as holding lands and 
tenements in Halifax, worth i4id. per annum, William seems to have been an 
orderly, steady fellow, and nothing remarkable is recorded against htm, beyond that 
venial offence of taking part in the brewing of a help-ale for apparently charitable 
purposes, and harbouring a certain suspicious character called John Browne. 



MICHELL. 

The Michells were a notable Halifax family, and one of them, in later times, 
stands suspect in regard to the murder of that unfortunate vicar. Dr. Robert 
Haldsworth. The name of Michell occurs in the Poll Tax of 1379, but for some 
reason is not to be found in 1439. William MichelJ makes no figure in the Court 
Rolls of this period. 

BATT OR BATE. 

Dennis Batt, yeoman, also, is equally absent from these records. He, 
apparently, belonged to the Batts of Haley-hill, whose name when first met with is 
Bateson, then Bates, and who, probably, traced their descent to Bate of the Boothes, 
named in 1311. The Batt family rose in the world, and purchased Oakwetl Hall, in 
Birstall, in 1564, a place one now associates with the genius of Charlotte Bronte. 
Thomas Battes, of the parish of Halibx, whose will is dated 4th September, 1471, 
was most likely of the same family as Dennis Batt. He leaves 5s. to the fabric of 
the Church, and 5s. for a trental of masses of St. Gregory, to be celebrated " for my 
soul and the souls of all for whom I ought to pray." So that a mass at this time, 
we learn, was valued at 2d. St. Gregory's trental consisted of 30 masses, three on 
each of the ten chief festivals of the year, Christmas, the Circumcision, St. Mary's 
Purification, the Annunciatioui Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, Trinity, St. Mary's 
Assumption, and her Nativity. The testator also gave 45. to the Friars Minors of 
Doncaster. William Otes, of Shibden Hall, was one of the supervisors of the will. 
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BRODLEY. 

William Brodley — now known as Btoadley — was a tailor. But we find that 
instead of plying his craft, this unthrifty tradesman is engaged, in company with the 
disreputable Fourness young men, in playing at dice, clocheing — cricket — and other 
unlawful games. He resides at the Shaghe, and is constantly interfering with the 
watercourse at Shaghwell, and is very stiff in refusing to obey the orders made upon 
him to abate the nuisance. He is also careless about repairing the highway near 
Sbaghehill, and gets into trouble at the Court over this matter. An Alice Brodelegh 
figures in the rental of 1439, as holding one messuage with the garden adjacent, at a 
rent of 4jd, but the name of Brodelegh does not occur in the Poll Tax of 1379, among 
the Halifax residents. 

BAIRSTOW. 

The Bairstows are now to the front. There is John, who follows the trade of a 
" walker," and Robert of the same occupation ; but in a deed, dated 1478, John and 
Robert Bairstow are described as "draperors." Perhaps fullers, dyers, and other people 
who had various dealings in cloth were all sometimes classed under this general title. 
There were many localities called Bairstow — the bare place — whence this family 
may have borrowed their name. It does not appear in 1379 ; but a John and a Robert 
Bairstowe are named in the 1439 rental, Robert then owned a messuage with 
garden adjacent, a messuage and a parcel of Gille-toft, and a " certain selion abutting 
towards the Milne Gote." A John Barstowe, of Halifax, described as a walker, is 
named in a deed dated 1418. The Barstowes held a good position in the town, and 
served the office of constable. Robert Bairestow — the walker's — will is dated 31st 
May, 1473, and is a short document. He leaves 6s. 8d. to the fabric of the church, 
and mentions his sons, Richard and Robert. 

HALL. 

Robert Hall, the butcher, another resident in 1467, as one might suppose, is 
amerced id. at the Turns, occasionally, for slaughtering and selling his meat at too 
great a profit, but beyond assisting now and then in the festive and charitable Help- 
ale, seems to have conducted himself with propriety. His name seems to occur in 
the Rental of 1439 ; but the Halls do not appear to have been an indigenous Halifax 
family. 

CROSLEY. 

The next name, Crosley, although not represented in the town in 1379 or 1439, 
seems to have been well established here in 14G7. Geoffrey Crosley is described like 
50 many other townsfolk, as a walker. The wife of Geoffrey bakes and brews 
illegally on several occasions, and Edward Crosley both gives and takes blows, and 
sheds and draws blood at the fair in 1468, on the occasion of the great hurly-burty 
already referred to. Those troublesome Halifax people, the Foumeses, were, it will 
be remembered, connected by marriage with the Crosleys. 
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OTES. 



The Otes family were highly respectable folk, and Halifax to the backbone. 
Tfaeir surname is a patronymic, and their ancestor was, probably, Ote de Haldworth, 
who appears in the Tax of 1379- Ote, it may be said, is an equivalent for Ode — a 
variant of Odo. The son of Ote was popularly known as Oteson, shortened into 
Otes. In the rental of 1439, William, John, Gibbon, and two Roberts are named. 
They were mercers, glovers, chapmen, brewers, butchers, and bowyers by occupation, 
and in rather later times — Henry VIII. — some of them filled from generation to 
generation the then highly honourable position of parish clerks, Robert and George, 
named in the indictment of 1467, are described as butchers, and consequently, 
became sometimes liable to be dealt with summarily at the Turns. In a very much 
dilapidated Court Roll of the Manor of Halifax of the time of Henry VIII., we read 
that Brian Otes — who was about the first of the honourable company of Halifax 
benefactors — surrendered a messuage, jtixla U Starr, with its appurtenances, in 
Halifax, to the use of himself and Elizabeth, his wife, the widow of Richard Peck, 
Esq. The late Mr, Walker says that the only memorial of thU ancient hostel 
survived in the name of the Star yard in Northgate. The " Star " and the " Crosse " 
are the only two inns I have yet found to have been existing in Halifax in the reign 
of King Harry. Doubtless there were several others. The family seems to have 
been an industrious one, and to have gathered wealth. 



KENT. 

Of William Kent, the smith, who joined with the rest in dealing blows at 
Burnley, on Thos. Talbot, little need be said. His name occurs in 1439, as occupier 
of a messuage and garden in the town. He was too fond of entertaining football and 
other players at his house, and suffered accordingly for his indiscriminate hospitality. 
He was apparently much respected, and so, often called to serve as a juryman at the 
Turn. 

CLOGH. 

There are three other Halifax men charged in 1467, in the Burnley aflair, but 
two of these I cannot identify in the Court Rolls. One of them, Robert Clogh, is 
described as a glover, the other man as a yeoman ; the third is 



THOMAS WILKINSON, 

clerk, no other personage than the then Vicar of Halifax. He was instituted on the 

death of John Kynge, in 1438, and held the benefice until his death, in 1477. He 

belonged to Elland, not to Ovenden, as Watson states, and was, prior to his 
appointment to Halifax, chaplain there. 
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We have already leamt how the abuse of non-residence, on the part of the 13th 
century rectors — those prophets who were to be found more oft in Kings' palaces 
than engaged in tending their sheep in the wilderness of Halifax — was remedied by the 
ap^intment under the Ordination Deed of the Vicarage, in 1274, of vicars bound to 
perpetual residence. This wholesome rule — to which each vicar was at his institution 
ple<^ed->seeins, for over 200 years, to have been faithfully, as it behoved to be, 
observed. The very names of the vicars smack of Halifax, or, at any rate, of West 
Riding, soil. Fifth in Mr. Watson's list, but really sixth, is Richard de Heton, who 
owned Upper Shibden Hall, in Northowram, which he left to his son. This was the 
house where Sir Thomas Browne, the noted physician of Charles I. days, wrote, it is 
pretty safe to say, his famous book, RtHgio Medici. John Kinge, possibly a Skircoat 
man, followed Heaton, in 1389, and he, as I have said, was succeeded, in 1438, by 
Thomas Wilkinson, of Elland. Would that things had always continued thus I 
" Ah I could it be so for ever ! — the good aye betler'd by time ; 
First faith, fint wisdom, first love— to the end be true to their prime I " 

It is to Vicar Wilkinson's vicariate that the glory of substantially completing our 
parish church belongs. He it was who added three bays to the chancel, the western 
tower, and the present clerestory. The wills of several of the Halifax laity bear witness 
to the progress of the work. In 1459, John Savile gave £1 to the tower, and 6?. 8d. for 
the bells, and William Lister, as we have seen, left an annual bequest of 6s. 8d. to 
the tower, until the work should be completed, and the 7th bell itself recorded that 
it was cast by John Foumes in 1472. When the whitewash and plaster were stripped 
from the wall at the so-called " restoration," some interesting specimens of fresco 
painting were revealed. The interior walls were nevei intended to present the uncouth 
and bamlike appearance they do to-day. The outer walls are of hewn ashlar, but the 
interior of rough masonry, with the view of their lieing plastered and frescoed or 
otherwise adorned. Why should the reaction against whitewash carry people to such 
violent and inartistic extremes ? Better would it have been to have dispensed with some 
of the glaringly inharmonious windows in favour of an aesthetic treatment of the now 
void and grimy wall spaces. It is not for me to suggest subjects, but the illustration 
of our local Christianity might have been an appropriate species of decoration. The 
conversion of King Edwin of York, the preaching and celebrating of St. PauHmus at 
Dewsbury, the gift of the church of Halifax, by Earl Warren to the monks of Lewes, 
might, perhaps, have commended themselves. The badge of Vicar Wilkinson, the 
Unicorn, is still to be seen on the exterior cornice of the chancel. An interesting entry 
relating to him is to be found on the Court Roils of 1467. Even the clergy could not 
avoid the Constable and his presentments. In that year Lawrence Bentlay — the 
Constable of Halifax — reports that Thomas Wilkinson, Vicar of Halifax, has cut down 
and felled wood io a certain place called the Birkes (now familiar to us as Birks Hall), 
in violation of the custom of the manor and to the great detriment of the tenants. 
Possibly the Vicar required timber for church building purposes, but it appears 
that his townsmen objected to his going to the Birkes to obtain it. The Vicar's 
will is dated, i June, 1477. After leaving his soul to God Almighty, the glorious 
Virgin Mary, and all Saints, he desires that his body shall be buried in the Parish 
Church of St. John Baptist of Halifax. He orders that aolbs. of wax shall be 
burnt round his body on the day of his burial, and that each chaplain that comes to the 
funeral exequies shall have 6d., and each clerk who attends vested in surplice, 6d. 
4d. is to be paid for knelling the bells. The Vicar leaves one table called a 
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"Countor" to John, son of William Wilkinson and he leaves to the same peisoa 
his best brass pot. He leaves his best gown to his brother Robert, and next 
best to his sister Isabel. To John Wilkinson, if he be a priest, be leaves one book 
called Legmda sanctorum. He leaves two legacies of 40s. each. A basin and a bath to 
Nicholas Savile. A bull or los. to a relative, and two cows or 6s. 8d. each to other 
persons. To each of my servants remaining in my last day i2d. His residuary 
estate he leaves to William and Margaret Wilkinson — in which, pace Dr. Favour, 
many books may have been included. The witnesses to the will were John Sayvile, 
of Southowram, gentleman, and Edward I^cy and John Bairstowe. The will was 
proved on the 26th July, 1481. 

Here we leave our annals. The old order of things looks as though it would 
endure for ever ; and there does not seem to be even a cloud the size of a man's 
head upon the horizon. The Parish Church is glorious materially in its completed 
grandeur. The windows and walls are ablaze with colour — the vestments are 
doubtless worthy, in their splendour, of the building. The morrow mass is said 
daily at 5 a.m. for the labourers, before they go to their work. The lights of the 
Holy Sacrament, Blessed Mary and Katherine, and of the Rood, are all burning. 
The population of the parish is increasing fast, both in numbers and wealth. The 
time is now surely coming when we may say " Blessed are the people that are id 
such a case." None, I suppose, foresaw the seething of thought, and the overthrow 
of ideas and their embodiments, which 50 years would bring. Palgrave's lines may 
have been applicable to Halifax Church and its worship in Edward IV. day. 

Shadow and silenca of prayer ; the peace which the world c&DDOt give ! 

Tapers hEuily gleaming thro' fragranca ths censers outpour ; 

Chant ever rising and rippling in sweetness, as waves on the shore ; 

Casements ot woven stona, with more than the rainbow bedyed ; 

Beaaty of holiness I Spell jet unbroken by riches and pride ! 

Far lises the storm o'er horizons unseen, that, will lay shrines in dust, 

Crasbings of plunder'd cloisters, and royal insatiate lust. 
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CHAPTER II. 

"THE HOUSE AT THE MAYPOLE." 

Period : Hekrv VIL 






This old building formerly stood at tbe corner of Crown Street and Com Market 
(now Southgate) and was pulled down in July— August, 1890 to make way for 
modem improvements. Tbe great interest which Mr. John Lister, of Shibden Hall, 
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has always evinced for the preservation of antiquities led him to purchase the 
building from the Corporation, to superintend its demolition and its re-erection at 
Shibden, next to Lower Brea, where it now stands a picturesque object on the hillside. 
The present owner and occupier, Mr. Jos. F. Walsh, has kindly placed at my 
disposal the following particulars relating to it. 




Fig. 56. 
With the exception of the cellars and a base wall of about 3 ft. in height, the 
whole structure was formed of oaken timber frame work, consisting of eight main 
posts or crooks, as they were formerly called, firmly united together by stout tie 
beams, wall plates and summer beams, the intervening spaces on the upper floor 
being filled in with studs, and divided one from another by panels of thin stone 
slates, covered with plaster composed of well kneeded clay and abundant straw. 
Each mortice and tenon joint was marked with corresponding Roman figures or 
special devices. On the ground floor, however, the wall spaces between the posts 
seem to have been formed, judging by existing remains, merely of oaken panelling. 
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The building, originally, to all appearance, had a through pa^tsage A, oa Plan 
Fig. 55 and Fig, 57, 6 ft. wide by 20 ft. long (communicating with the court yard at 



I^'K- 57- — 1^' Entrance to the Passage bef 
Drawn by H, R. Oddy. 



the back) on the left of which as you passed in was a room B which may have served 
and probably did serve as a kitchen. Of this room nothing beyond the party wall in 
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which the doorway just mentioned opened and about a yard of its original length 
remained, the rest of the apartment having been at some time or other thrown into 
the adjoining house, known as the " Turks Head," pulled down at the same time. 
The partition wall of this room was curious, formed as it was of an ashlar stone base, 
with oak panelling above, and over this again the usual studding with plastered walls. 

Above this apartment B there had been a chamber. 

On the right of the through passage were three rooms C, D, and E ; all on the 
ground floor with the original cellars underneath, the latter entered from the street by 
two half-sunk doorways. 

The middle room D was entered by a doorway from the street placed 
immediately under the central chamlier window and was found to measure 20 ft. by 
10 feet. This room was the principal one on the ground floor and was probably 
used for a warehouse. Doors opened on the right and left into two somewhat 
similar apartments C and E measuring 20 ft. by 12 ft. each. In the room D there 
was on the side opposite the doorway a. large fireplace some 7 ft. in length, similar in 
character to the two mediaeval fireplaces in Shibden Hall and similar to two found 
in the old house which formerly stood in Ctipplegate below the Parish Church 
Halifax and was re-erected in Shibden Park by Mr. Lister. 

The room C to the left or east of this central room was only parted from the 
through passage A by oak panelling but had no door communication with it. 

The ceilings of rooms D and £ appear to have been reconstructed since the 
building was put up, the beams carrying the floor having, as the mortice holes in them 
show, been evidently used for some other timber structure. 

There was no staircase seemingly from the ground floor to the chambers above 
(see Plan Fig. 56) ; the latter were approached by a newel staircase placed in the 
courtyard behind and opened into the principal room F. Doors opened out of this 
chamber into the east and west rooms G and H. 

On stripping off the canvas with which the room F was lined its wall was found 
to have been covered with excellent oak wainscot most of which was in an admirable 
state of preservation. The wainscot was square panelled and was capped with a 
well executed fluted frieze. No trace of colouring appeared on the studding behind 
this wainscot the oak possessing its own natural mellowed hazel tints. 

The walls of the East Room G and West Room E on either side showed and 
bore traces of having been adorned in distemper colouring with somewhat artistic 
designs of mediaeval character. At least two schemes of decoration had been 
applied to the wall and as the upper, more recent and less artistic one, had been put 
over the incomparably superior older design it was impossible to wash away the 
former without defacing the latter. Some of the figures consisting of fieur-de-lts, 
roses and other conventional flowers were however traceable drawn in thick black 
outline on a ground the colour of which it was impossible to predicate. 

The ceilings in these two chambers were formed not of plaster but of oak 
boards, and more success, fortunately, attended one's efforts in deciphering the 
designs with which these had been formerly brilliantly and effectively decorated. 
The ceiling in the west chamber E bore three coats of colour. The surface and 
most recent coat was a plain fawn colour. Beneath this was revealed a cerulian 
ground spangled with gold or rather yellow stars and beneath this again a masterly 
design was disclosed consisting of roses, JUur-de-lis, pomegranates &c. parted from one 
another by fanciful hexagonal borders of somewhat similar character to the remains 
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of ceilings discovered on the demolition of Mr. Altham's old shop on the opposite 
side of Old Market. All the patterns were edged by bold black outlines, and were 
executed in a variety of colours which for the reason already given it was not 
possible to identify with any degree of certainty. Tracings were taken of this design 
but they were unfortunately lost- 



Fig. 58. 

The elevation of the building consists of three bays indicated by the pro- 
jecting chamber windows. These windows are carried by cwbels jutting out from 
the level of the chamber floors. The window over the porch or passage, Fig. 57, is 
carried by corbels carved with two human medallions, Figs. 59 and 60, that of the 
central chamber. Fig. 61, by corbels on one of which is a grotesque monkey's head, 
Fig. 62, with protruding tongue, and on the other an owl and fleur-de-lis. Fig. 63, 
the crest of the Savile family, while the third window had been borne by a single 
corbel in the middle, which had been destroyed. The spaces under two of the 
windows had been studded ; but that beneath the central window, Fig, 61, 
was formed of solid oak panels, effectively carved, with Sl fleur-de-lis in the centre, and 
lozenge shaped decoration on either side. The original mullions of these windows 
had long since been removed, but it appears the lights were only five inches wide. 

The design of the carving on the spandrils of the wooden arch by which the 
through passage A was entered is, perhaps, too well known to need description ; 
in the centre were the initials S.O,, and on either side, see Fig, 58, were two shields, 
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one bearing a merchant's mark, Fig, 64, and the other arms. Fig. 65, which are 
identical with those borne by the ancient company of Merchant Adventurers at York, 
the motto of which is DIEV NOVS DONNE BONNE ADVENTVRE. On a 
corbel in the left hand Jamb of the entrance to the through passage was carved a 




Fig 61. 



Fig. 63. 



portcullis, and on the right a Tudor rose, which, it may be observed, were the 
badges of King Henry VII. 

Upon the main post on the left hand side of the doorway was carved a male 
figure holding in its left hand a halberd, the blade of which was carved on the right 
hand face of the post, and hidden from view by the corbel supporting the window. 
This fact, together with the marlcing of the joints before referred to, points to the 



Fig. 64. 



Fig. 65. 



conclusion that the preparation of the timber work was done away from the site 
upon which the building was erected. 

Unfortunately the whole of the western gable had been modernised and the 
original studding had been entirely removed, but there was evidence to show that 
the gable was carried on spurs, and projected from the face of the wall. 
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The foundations of the building were of stone, of irregular shapes and sizes, tilled 
Id with clay (no lime for mortar being found in the district). The oak crooks or posts 
K (Fig. 66) forming the main support of the roof, rested upon a solid stone foundation 
of mill-stone grit. These posts, measuring i8in. by gin., were placed vertically, and 
about 12 feet apart, having the narrow side to the outside. From these were placed 




the summer beams L and wall plates M longitudinally, forming the outer wall fram- 
ing. Similar beams (tie beams) N ran transversely, and were tenoned into the tops 
of the posts, but projected beyond the face of the outer walls on each side, and 
carried the minor wall plates 0, which supported the sprockets P for the projecting 
eaves. The tie beams and summer beams were further strengthened and their span 
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reduced by massive carved spurs or strutts Q, tenoned and morticed, and p^ged 
into the edges of the posts. The intervening spaces between the main timbers, to 
form the walls and partitions, were tilled in with vertical or diagonal studs R, about 
3 inches thick, and three or four times the width, morticed, tenoned, and pegged to 
the main timbers. The edges, having a V shaped sinking, the interstices were filled 
in with pieces of thin stone slates, of irregular shape, forming a key for the covering 
of clay and chop[>ed straw, with which the inside and outside were finished flush with 
the face of the timbers, and not recessed as in modern work. The spars rested upon 
the ribs or purlins S, which spanned from binder to binder, and were intersected 
above the ridge tree T and pegged together ; and at the feet they were pegged down 
to the wall plate, the sprockets carrying the projecting eaves, being cut to splay and 
pegged to the spars, and notched into the outer wall plate, thus forming a protection 
to the walls below. The timbers were sawn or adzed on the face. The roofewere, of 
course, "thacked" with stone slates, fixed with oak pegs to oak laths, and rendered 
wind and weather-proof by mossing, instead of pointing the inside joints of the 
slating with lime and hair. 

The above mentioned Merchant Adventurers Shield, the cellars and the arrange- 
ments of the ground floor indicate that the building was erected for trading purposes. 
Its position in the town can be seen in Binns' View of Crown Street, looking down, 
which shows it as it was with its surroundings in 1S42. 



SOME ACCOUNT OF ITS FORMER OWNERS AND OCCUPIERS. 

By John Lister, M.A. and the late J. H, Ogden. 

Those capable of judging of such matters fix the date of the erection of this 
building at about the end of the i4tb century or the beginning of the 15th, or say 
about the year 1400. If a true picture of the town as it appeared at that day could now 
be presented, some idea of the remarkable changes that have taken place within the 
life-time of this structure would be gained. In the middle of the Fifteenth 
Century, there were in Halifax 28 messuages, 18 tenements, and a shop, while 
the tradesmen only numbered about a dozen. The "town," using that term 
in the sense of the chief cluster of buildings and business premises of which 
Halifax consisted, would then be within easy distance from the Halifax brook, 
on whose banks the fulling and corn mills of the Lord of the Manor had been erected. 
The tower of the Parish Church had not then been commenced. The official 
life of the town was located to the east of Northgate. The Court of the Lord 
of the Manor was held twice a year in a building in Nelson Street ; within 
a stone's- throw, namely in King Street, the Officer of the Lord took mulcture 
of the corn ground at the Lord's mill ; across the stream was the residence 
of the dignitary, the Halifax BailitT, whose residence was known as Bailey Hall. 
The Town Fields would be situate on the slopes to the west, four of which were 
named in the above articles — the South Field, the Nether Field, the Hall Ing, and 
Blakelegynge. The position of the last-named of these open fields may be identified 
by Blackledge. The road leading to these fields was generally called a " gate," so 
that it is very likely that the South Field was approached by Southgate ; while the 
Hall Ing may have been near what is now known as Hall End. That Southgate 
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was the approach to the South Field wil] appear the more evident when it is known 
that part of the property of Joshua Dunn, a former owner of the premises last 
occupied by Mr. Dyer, and of a messuage, now the Rose and Crown Inn, Cheapside, as 
well as some lands generally conveyed with the last-named property, was described 
in the terms of the ancient lawyers as " lying and being in the Town Fields, precincts 
and servitories of Halifax." As Halifax increased in wealth, owing to the develop- 
ment of the woollen trade, the town pushed westwards, and other timber-built 
structures were put up on the side of the highway leading out of the town, forming 
the street called Crown Street. 

The names of the early owners and occupiers of the ancient premises under 
consideration have been lost in the mists of obscurity, and the Halifax Court Rolls, 
which should afford some information on the subject, have disappeared. 

The earliest documentary evidence known to the writer shows that this and 
other property in Halifax was, probably in the sixteenth century, in the possession 
of one John Haldesworth, a butcher, who in a deed of the 24th of Nov. 1641, was 
described as " late of Halifax, deceased." John Haldesworth died in 1621, leaving 
this and other property to John Dixon, brother of his wife's (Sybil's) daughter {by 
her first husband, Anthony Dixon, of Halifax, butcher). Haldesworth also 
bequeathed to the same lady money to make her portion up to ;^ioo, and also bed 
and bedding, besides giving her for life a messuage and " backside " in Halifax, then 
occupied by John Smith. Haldesworth's step- daughter, Mary Dixon, married 
Daniel Drake, fifth and youngest son of John Drake, of Horley Green*. Feeling 
his end approaching, he made his will, and bequeathed this property to one John 
Dixon and his heirs. 

John Dixon, however, did not long remain the fortunate owner, for he sold the 
property to 

Thomas Richardson and Ralph Asheton, the latter evidently being a gentleman 
of position, for in 1641, when esquires were not so common as now, the lawyers gave 
him that title. These two gentlemen disposed of the estate to 

William Bamford, who kept the property as long as he lived, and dying 
handed it down to his son, who was named after his father. 

William Bamford, the younger, resided at Hoyland, near Barnsley, and was 
described as a gentleman. As he lived so far away, and as times were bad both for 
property owners and everybody else, or perhaps fearing that if he did not sell his 
estate, either the King or his Parliament who were fighting for the mastery, might 
sell it for him, determined to convert it into ready tash. He found two excellent 
gentlemen of high standing willing to accept the same, paying him in consideration 
thereof the very handsome sum, as money then went, of £iSo. The purchasers 
were Anthony Foxcroft, of Halifax, and Thomas Lister, gentlemen. The legal 
document was signed on the 24th November, 1 641, and the estate was described, 
according to an abstract made at a later period, as 

All that messuage or tenement situate in Lovelace Lane [now Cheapside] in 
Southgate, in Halifax aforesaid, with the appurtenances thereto, in the occupation of 
Henry Green ; and also all those four houses or cottages in Halifax aforesaid, in the 
occupation of Henry Higgin, Adam Wharton, Jonas Mitchell, and John NichoU ; 
and also two closes of land and pasture, with the appurtenances, situate in Halifax 



• See Wallier's " VUar Favour ati4 hii Timts." 



,y Google 



184 Notes on Old Halifax — Tht House at the Maypole. 

aforesaid, in the occupation of Abraham Parkinson ; and two other closes of land 
and pasture, with the appurtenances, in the occupation of Michael Broadtey (which 
said premises where sometime the inheritance of John Haldesworth, late of Halifax 
aforesaid, butcher, deceased). 

The messuage in Lovelace Lane, afterwards called Back Lane, was called 
" The House at the Nook," probably because it had been erected at the corner of a 
narrow piece of land which divided Lovelace L^ne from the ancient premises so 
long known as the Cock Inn, or Old Cock Hotel. This " House at the Nook" 
subsequently became the well-known hostelry of the Rose and Crown. The four 
houses or cottages, in Halifax would be, two of them later the shop of Mr. Dyer, 
druggist, and two, adjoining on the south side fronting Southgate. 

Anthony Foxcroft, who with Thomas Lister, purchased this property in 
1641, was not only a noted Halifax man, but of a noted family, and 
intimately connected with the Listers. His family owned the manor of 
Langfield, which was obtained from the Redmans, of Lund, in Thornton - 
in-Lonsdale. For some time Kebroyde, Ripponden, was the family residence, of 
the senior branch of the Foxcroft family. Anthony Foxcroft married at Halifax, on 
the 25th of March, 1639, Jane, the widow of John Power, whose son, Henry Power, 
was an eminent physician in Halifax, and a correspondent and friend of Sir Thomas 
Browne, the noted author of Religio Medici, A record of the purchase of property in 
this neighbourhood from ihe Exieys, by Anthony Foxcroft and Edward Hanson, of 
Woodhouse, Rastrick, gentleman, in 1650, shows that he became an extensive 
property owner, having probably made much money as a contractor for the army 
supplies at the time of the Civil Wars. This business would bring him into intimate 
relations with the publicans of the town at that time. This record shows that Fox- 
croft and Hanson purchased eleven taverns in Halifax, one of which was on the east 
side of the Corn Market; 21 houses, of which five were on the south side of Loveledge 
Lane ; one on the west side of John Smith's house at Hall End ; three on the east 
side of Com Market ; one at the upper end of Back Lane (Russel Street), leading 
from Woolshops to Loveledge Lane (Cheapside), one near Stone Trough; four in 
Bouram (Barum) Bank ; two on the north side, and one on the south side of Back 
Lane. They also purchased 17 shops, including six on the east side of Com Market. 
The purchases also included a close of land on each side of Cabbage Lane (St. 
James's Street) ; two closes on the east side of the lane leading from Halifax Green 
to Bull Close ; and one on the north side of the lane leading from Stone Trough to 
Goldsmith's Grave (at the bottom of Parkinson Lane) ; four closes on the south side 
of the lane leading from Halifax to Willow Hall ; a parcel of waste adjoining seven 
closes lately enclosed from the waste on Halifax Moor (Savile Park) ; one close called 
Goffe Close ; two gardens, a tittle croft, and one close near Stone Trough ; four closes 
on the south side of the lane leading from Bull Close to Goldsmith's Grave, and two 
adjoining ; six closes lately enclosed from Halifax Moor, lying near King Cross, on 
the south side of the highway leading from Hallux to Rochdale ; besides a dyehouse, 
several barns and stables. Anthony Foxcroft, described as a gentleman, was 
appointed a justice of the peace, along with Nathaniel Waterhouse, as prime 
governor and master respectively of the Workhouse, within the town of Halifax, and 
the extent, limits, and precincts of the same in the corporate charter of the 1 ith year 
of King Charles 1. Notwithstanding that Foxcroft was such a large purchaser, 
before the close of his life he got into some difficulties, and his estates were ordered 
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to be sequestered. He, however, died before the sequestration actually took place, 
which was in the 13th Charles 11., when his son Anthony Foxcroft had become 
nominal owner. The estates scheduled in the document of sequestration included 
The Crosse, where he lived ; 20 acres of meadow and 30 acres of pasture ; four 
messuages in Halibx, occupied by William Brooke, John Smith, Henry Greene, and 
Michael Hopwood ; a messuage called Lower Woodhouse, with 20 acres of land, 10 
acres of meadow, and 10 acres of pasture in Skircoat, occupied by Thos. Carr ; a 
messuage in Skircoat, occupied by Thos. Walton ; a messuage with five acres of 
land, five acres of meadow, and five acres of pasture in Southowram, occupied by 
Jonathan Greenhough ; a messuage of lo acres of land in Southowram, occupied 
by Edward Hirst ; a messuage in Southowram and 10 acres, occupied by Michael 
Viccars ; a messuage with five acres of meadow and four acres of pasture in 
Ovenden, occupied by Andrew Jackson ; a close of one acre in Northowram, 
occupied by James Calvert ; five acres of meadow and five acres of pasture in 
Warley, occupied by George Thorp ; a messuage and 10 acres of land in Ovenden, 
occupied by Marie Milner, widow ; and five acres of pasture in Elland, occupied by 
Elizabeth Lowther. 

By a tease and re-lease dated ist and 2nd April, 1673, Mr. Thomas Lister 
conveyed the property above-named to 

Anthony Foxcroft, son of the gentleman of that name previously referred to, 
wbo on the 7th and 8th July, 1673, by indentures of lease and re-lease, sold the 
estate for ^300 to Joshua Dunn, of Halifax, mercer. The property was described as 

" All that messuage or tenement in Lovelace Lane, in Southgate, in Halifax 
aforesaid, with all the edifices, bams, fields, backsides, lands, closes, and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging. 

And also all those four houses or cottages, with the appurtenances, situate in 
Halifax aforesaid; and also two closes of land, meadow and pasture, with the 
appurtenances, situate in Halifax aforesaid; and also four closes of land, meadow 
and pasture, situate in Halifax aforesaid, and which premises were then in the 
occupation of George Green, Thomas Mitchell, Isabel Wharton, Ellen Dickinson, 
and John Niccoll." 

Six closes of land are mentioned ; a deed of a later date describes their situation. 
Four of these were "at or nigh the Mile Cross ; " one other close was called "tbe 
Delf Close, at or nigh to Gibbet Lane," and another close was " at or near Parkinson 
House." The property had probably been mortgaged by Foxcroft, for on the 9th of 
July, 1673, William Power, citizen of London, grocer, made over any right he had 
in the estate which " William Bamford sold to the said Anthony Foxcroft and Thomas 
Lister " to the above-named Joshua Dunn. The Powers were introduced to Halifax 
by Dr. Favour, the vicar, who married Ann, the relict of the Rev, W. Power, Rector 
of Berwick-in-Elmet, November 12th, 1595. Reference has previously been made 
to Henry Power, the physician at Halifax, William Power (brother of the above 
Henry), citizen of London, married Mary, daughter of Isaac Wormall, of Wormall, 
Aldmondbury. 

Joshua Dunn, mercer, of Halifax, and a gentleman of good standing, by the 
Pious Uses Commission, in r667, was appointed one of the trustees of Brian Oates' 
charity. He was evidently a friend of the Lister family, as he was a guest at the 
funeral of John Lister, of Upper Brea, on the i8th of July, 1662 ; and also attended 
the funeral of another member of the same family on the loth of October, 1678. He 
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had several children, amongst whom were Joshua, John, Field, and Thomas. The 
last named attended the funeral of Fhcebe Lister on the 6th of May, 1695, and also 
that of Mr. Samuel Lister, on the 29th of April, 1707. On the 7th of June, 1698, 
John Brearcliffe and Thomas Dunn, assigned to Mr. John Wilkinson, clerk, and 
other trustees. Lord Irwin's annuity of £so; and he was made a governor of the 
Halifax Workhouse, on the 30th September, 1700. On the south side of the chancel 
of the Parish Church is a mural monument to the memory of Joshua Dunn, son of 
the above Joshua, with an inscription in Latin, which Mr. Wright, p. 180, says, he 
was told was drawn up by the ingenious Mr. Nicholas Sanderson, Professor of 
Mathematics in the University of Cambridge. The following is a translation 
supposed to have been supplied to Jacob by the Rev. E. Nelson : — 

" Near this place lie the remains of Joshua Dun, son of Joshua and Mary Dun, 
of Halifax, student of Christ College, shedding a lustre on it and the University 
while he lived at Cambridge, and at his death deservedly lamented. In the flower 
of his age, he was endowed with those qualities which render a character truly 
respectable. Though bom with a propensity for universal literature, he excelled 
chiefly in the healing art ; in which he made so amazing a progress as to become 
very skilful in that faculty. To sum up all, he seemed borne to relieve the 
distresses of his fellow creatures, had not Divine Wisdom thought fit to release 
so great a man from the ties of mortality at so early a period. 

Being taken with the smallpox, after an illness of twelve days, he finished life 
on the 13th of September, 1709, aged 25, with a character hardly to be equalled 
by posterity." 

Near his grave rests his father, Joshua Dun, who died August 17th, 1715, aged 
80; as also his mother, Mary Dun, who died April 5th, 1729, aged 87. 

Joshua Dunn, of Halifax, mercer, who, in 1673, purchased " The House at the 
Nook,""* in Lovelace Lane (afterwards called Loveledge Lane, then Back I^ane, and 
now Cbeapside) ; four houses in Halifax, which included the ancient premises at the 
end of Corn Market, the subject of this sketch ; and certain closes of land in Halifax; 
also acquired a lease of a moiety of the Priory Manor of Barnsley and half the tithes. 
Isaac Waterhouse, of Woodhouse, in the parish of Halifax, in 1609, bequeathed to 
his sons Robert and John, a lease of the manor of Barnsley, except tithes ; and to his 
sons Daniel and Isaac, all his tithes in Barnsley belonging to the rectory of Silkstone. 
Edmund Rogers, who left the Thorp Audlin benefaction to Barnsley, had a lease of 
the tithes under the family of Waterhouse, which was unexpired at the time of his 
death, in 1646, In 1660, one moiety of the tithe was in the possession of John 
Waterhouse, vicar of Darton, who in that year sold it to James Wood, of Barnsley, 
gentleman. The other moiety was possessed, in 1672, by Isaac Waterhouse, a 
mercer, in Barnsley, and it continued in the family till 1683* In 1676 (Hilary Term, 
27 Charles II), Joshua Dunn, by the legal process known as a "fine," 
obtained possession of one of these moieties, the 'deforciants' named in the 
fine being Anthony Foxcroft, gentleman; Mary, his wife; and John 
Waterhouse. The ancient families of Foxcroft and Waterhouse, of the parish 
of Halifax, were connected by marriage. Daniel Foxcroft, of Hallux, gentleman, 
father of the above-named Anthony Foxcroft, had a daughter Elizabeth, 
who married Anthony Waterhouse, of Woodhouse, in Skircoat, baptised 17th July, 
1566. Mary, the wife of Anthony Foxcroft, was the relict of Israel WormaU, of 
• See iVor$kUs 0/ BarnsUy. by J. Wilkinson. 
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Worniall Hall, Almondbury, by whom Foxcroft had two sons and two daughters, 
one of whom, Ellen, married first the Rev. Thomas Hanson, of Thornton-in-Craven, 
and second, Mr. Peter Ashton, " curate of Elland." This gentleman may have been 
a relative of Ralph Asheton, of Kirkby, named in the will of Nathaniel Waterhouse, 
Esq., and mentioned in the previous article as one of the owners of the premises in 
Corn Market, For many years Joshua Dunn acted as one of the trustees of Brian 
Oates' charity, having been appointed by the Pious Uses' Commissioners in 1651. 
In course of time, however, he left the town, and went to reside at Attercliffe, near 
ShefReld. He had several sons, but they did not long survive him. His property 
went to his widow, and her daughter, and then to her children. 

John Dunn, the son and heir of Joshua Dunn, married, on the 14th of June, 
i68r, Martha, daughter of Joseph Foumes, of Ovenden Hall, by whom he had a son, 
Joseph. The wife of John Dunn and her sister Mary were the first two baptised at 
the re-erected font at the Parish Church, on the 3rd of February, 1660-I. Mr. John 
Dunn died soon after his father, and was buried on the 4th of June, 1716. 

Thomas Dunn, apparently another son of Joshua Dunn, mercer, a Governor of 
he Halifax Workhouse in 1700, died on the 31st of July, 1721. The epitaph alleged 
to have existed in the Parish Church yard. 

Here lies Thomas Dnnn. 
What Old Tommy ? 
No ! Young Tommy, 
Old Tommy's son. 
This, however, would not apply to the above-named local worthy. It would appear 
from Heywood's Diaries, the Nonconformist Register, and other sources, that Mr. Thomas 
Dunn had two sons, John and Fielding, and a daughter, who married in December, 
1 710, John Nalson, jun., of Shibden. A John Nalson, otherwise Nelson, succeeded 
to the tenancy of Upper Dove House, sometimes called Pump, now the Shibden 
Industrial School, and in 1691-2 he paid 20s. ^d. towards a heavy assessment of 
£65 15s. 6d. levied on the inhabitants of Southowram, for their proportion for the 
whole twelve months of ;£'i,65i,702 t8s. granted to King William and Queen Mary, 
to carry on " a vigorous war with France." Fielding Dunn, an attorney, described 
as " a very little man," died when he was only about 24 years old, and was buried on 
the 25th of September, 1707. 

Joshua Dunn, apparently the youngest and most promising member of the above 
Joshua Dunn's family, was a student at Christ College, Cambridge, where he had a 
distinguished career. Like several other able men, he decided to devote himself to 
" the healing art," and made rapid progress in his studies. He afterwards commenced 
to practice as physician in Halifax, where his skill obtained for him a considerable 
reputation ; but in 1709, when only 25 years of age, he was carried off by an attack 
of small-pox, and his body was interred at the Parish Church two days after his 
death. 

Elizabeth, a daughter of Joshua and Mary Dunn, married William Bagshaw, of 
Hinckley, in the County of Derby, gentleman. It was for her benefit, perhaps to 
provide her with a marriage portion, that on the ist and 2nd of January, 1699, 
Joshua Dunn became a party to a lease and release to Elkanah Rich,*^ gentleman, of 
Bull House, and Elias Wordsworth, of Sheffield, mercer, of all that messuage, 

* Mr. Amor Rich, of Bnlhouse in Peniston Parish, and Mrs. Grace Bagshaw. of Attercliffe, 
mar[ried] December 4th, lyxx. — Htywoad'i Diary. 
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tenement, or dwellinghouse, situate, standing, and being in Halifax, " near unto the 
May Pole there," then in the tenure or occupation of one Thomas Cottingham, 
together with all the " shops, cellars, chambers, standings in the street," &c., to the 
use of the said Elizabeth Bagshaw. This messuage, one of the "four houses" 
previously named, was the building at present and for a long time occupied by W. 
Dyer, chemist. Com Market. Thomas Cottingham held the premises on a lease for 
21 years, at a yearly rent of ;£'ii los. 

About a month after the death of his son Dr. Joshua Dunn, namely, on the i2th 
of October, 1709, his father, who had then removed to AttercIifTe, near Sheffield, 
made bis will, leaving the whole of his real property in Halifax, then in the occupation 
of William Robinson, Thomas Wakelield, Thomas Mellin, Joshua Turner, and 
William Wood, to his wife. 

Mary Dunn, who survived her husband some 14 years, and also outlived her 
sons, died at the advanced aged of S7 years. Elizabeth, daughter of Joshua and 
Mary Dunn, who married William Bagshaw, of Hinckley, had for her second husband 
Daniel Clark, of Attercliffe, gentleman, her cousin, to whom in 1722, the "House 
near the May Pole " was conveyed to his use (or life, and then to the use of his wife 
Elizabeth, the above-named William Robinson remaining tenant. William Robinson, 
in 1735, was owner and occupier of a house, shop, cellar, and stable, in Halifax, as 
well as owner of five other houses and four stands, the annual value of his property 
being assessed at _^ig 14s. In 1723, Mrs. Dunn also conveyed to her son-in-law, 
Daniel Clark, the " House at the Nook," then in the occupation of James Fossett ; 
four closes of land at Mile Cross; a close called the Delf Close, in Gibbet Lane; a 
close near Parkinson House ; two closes in the occupation of Elkanah Worrail ; and 
also the moiety or half part of the Rectory of Barnsley, within the parish of Silk- 
stone, and the profits of the great and small tythos. The sum named as "the 
consideration" was £i,53g 14s. 2d., which was due to Mr, Daniel Clark from Mr. 
Joshua Dunn. On the 30th of October, 1724, Daniel Clark made his last will and 
testament, by which he bequeathed ^30 per annum to " his aunt, Mrs, Mary Dunn," 
for life ; 505. per quarter to his sister, Sarah Clark for life ; ^5 per quarter to his 
mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Clark, for life, and after her decease, 50s. per quarter more 
to his sister Sarah, and the other 50s. to his other sisters. The residue of his estate 
he left to his brother Samuel — the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D., of St. Albans, in the 
county of Hertford. The will was slightly altered by a codicil, in which the testator 
made his sister Sarah joint executor with his brother Samuel. The testator's sister 
Sarah married the Rev. Nicholas Warren, of Cranbrook, in the county of Kent, and 
on her death the "Nook" and " May Pole " estates became the property of the 
Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D,, and the Rev. Nicholas Warren. 

On the 7th of April, 1748, Dr. Clark let on lease for seven years to Benjamin 
Scholefield, of Halifax, mercer, " all that Room made use of and occupied by the 
said Benjamin Scholefield for a mercer shop, with the cellar under the said shop and 
front in the street adjoining the same, in the occupation of Joshua Smith." The 
rent was fixed at ^3 10s., the lessee having to pay " all taxes except window tax." 
This would be the portion of the premises nearest the passage. Some time before 
this, namely on the ist of March, 1734, the Rev. Dr. Clark and the Rev. Nicholas 
Warren leased for a period of ten years, at a rent of £"13 per annum, the other 
portion of the premises to Susannah Mercer and Elizabeth Mercer, spinsters, who 
were then in the occupation of the same as linen drapers. 
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The survey of Halifax in 1735 gives the following as the property of the Rev. 
Dr. Clark, of St. Alban's, the former owners being put down as the heirs of Joshua 
Duna: — Rose and Crown Inn ["the House at the Nook,"] in Back Lane, 
[Cheapside] ; five closes in Gibbet Lane, one close in Parkinson Lane, in all 16 days' 
work, the tenant being Richard Ramsden, and his holding being assessed at £"16 ; 
one house near Cross ["the House at the May Pole,"] occupied by Elizabeth 
Mercer, being assessed at £11 ; two closes in Mount Pellon Lane, occupied by 
Elizabeth Mellin, and assessed at £^, owner paying taxes in each case. 

The mention of the existence of a May Pole in the Halifax Market Place (Old 
Market) in the seventeenth century, shows that young Halifax, two hundred years 
ago, was as ready to join in the old English pastimes as his more modem representative 
of to-day is the more exciting game of football. May Day was his Bank Holiday, 
and early in the morning he would be out in the woods and bring back flowers and 
branches of the hawthorn to deck the May Pole, the top of which was soon adorned 
with handkerchiefs and flags, while the ground around about was thinly strewn with 
straw. As the day wore on there was feasting and drinking at the Angel and the 
Swan, and leaping and dancing in the Market Place. As the sun went down a 
bonfire was lighted, and the frolic became more fast and furious under the guiding 
sway of the Queen of May, while more modest maidens enjoyed the sight from the 
upper casements of their many gabled dwellings. 

The May Pole property was afterwards disposed of in two moieties, Joseph 
Clark, of St. Albans, woolstapler, son of the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D., conveying 
one moiety of that property and one moiety of the Nook estate, for the sum of £6^0, 
to Timothy Hainsworth, of Halifox, shalloon maker, Thomas Brook, tanner, and 
John Brooke, woolstapler, both of Cleckheaton ; and William Clay, of Halifax, 
gentleman. The conveyance was executed on the 8th of March, 1762. 

The Rev. Nicholas Warren, on the 22nd December, 1761, wrote to his friend, 
Mr. Richard Cooke, merchant, of Halifax, about the disposal of his Halifax property. 
Mr. Cooke owned and occupied a house and shop in Old Market " near Cross Inn," 
he was also the owner of a house in Northgate, a bam, stable, iind smithy croft ; 
Cabbage Close, containing four days' work ; a close in Lister Lane, containing three 
days' work ; a close in Hanson Lane containing two days' work, besides one cellar 
and shamble boards in Old Market, let to James Flesher at 45s. a year, and three 
standings. Probably Mr, Cooke had collected the rents for Mr. Warren, who in his 
letter of the above date said, " The land tax at Halifax is very moderate ; but in this 
part of the country it is enormously high." At Cranbook it was 3s. 6d. in the pound. 
As a result of the negotiations a draft of articles of agreement to sell was drawn up, 
dated the i8th May, 1762, whereby, Mr. Richard Cooke, of Halifax, merchant, for 
and on behalf of the Rev. Nicholas Warren, of Cranbrook, and Thomas Warren, of 
the same place, his son and heir, agreed for the sum of ^200 to convey to 

Betty Mercer and Penelope Mercer, of Halifax, spinsters, one moiety or 
undivided half-part of all that " wood-stooded " messuage, or dwell in ghouse, with all 
the cellars, shops, &c. ; also one moiety of a seat or pew in the Parish Church in the 
north aisle, &c., the messuage being situate in a certain place in Halifax commonly 
called Pennytess Benk, or Corn Market End, under one straight roof with a wood 
pinnacle at the west end. The words "Pennyless Benk or" are crossed out. 
Presumably this was a nickname given to the locality on account of the failure of 
a local bank on some previous occasion. Penelope Mercer entered into a bond on 
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the 27th of October, 1773, for the payment of a certain sum of money ; and the two 
ladies also mortgaged their property to John Westcomb, of Cottingley. On this bond 
judgment was obtained, for which Penelope Mercer was detained a prisoner in the 
Castle at York, as she was unable to pay the same. But io order to obtain her 
discharge, Robert Parker, of Halifax, an attorney, advanced a sum of money, 
Penelope Mercer agreeing to convey her property to him and John Westcomb in 
trust for sale. The property was then sold. 

Mr. John Lister, of Halifax, mercer and linen draper, appears to have been the 
purchaser, for in an agreement entered into between him and Mr. Thomas Holden, 
whitesmith, of Halifax, on the nth of June, 1784, it is recited that the said John 
Lister is owner and in the possession of a messuage in Halifax, on the south side of 
the Market Place, late belonging to Penelope Mercer. Thomas Holden was the 
owner of a messuage adjoining on the east side which he had recently purchased, 
and which he was about to rebuild. This would be the building later occupied as the 
Turk's Head Vaults. The parties to this agreement decided to pull down the old 
wall which divided the two messuages for the length of 18 ft. 4 in., and rebuild the 
same at their joint expense, any dispute arising in reference to the same being 
referred to Mr. Jas. Bradley and Mr. William Taylor, surveyors. The charges for 
this work were as follows : — 

£ s. A. 
II roods 5 yards of walling at 17s. 6d. ... ... 10 5 o 

24 J foot of corners hewing at 4d ... ... 082 

13 corner stones ... ... ... ... 052 

Taking down the old wall, digging out the foundations, 

and leading the rubbish away ... ... i 19 5 

^12 17 9 

Mention has been made of a lease in 1748 of part of the May Pole property for 
a mercer's shop to one Benjamin Schofield. It is probable that one of his family 
married the father of Mr. John Lister, mercer and linen draper, as some pewter 
plates and an old table (which has been well preserved) formerly the prop>erty of 
Benjamin Schofield, have been handed down to his descendants, and are now in the 
possession of Mr. William Horsfall, of Undetbank, Hebden Bridge, whose bther, 
the late Mr. John Lister Horsfall, was grandson to John Lister, of Halifax, mercer. 
The latter, who was the oldest of four sons and a daughter, was bom on the 20th 
November, 1744, married on the 13th of June, 1775, Hannah, daughter of Mr. 
Richardson, and had four daughters, two of whom were never married. Lucy, bom 
on the i2th September, 1778, married Mr. William Robinson, of Cheapside, Halifax, 
hosier. Hannah, the third daughter, born 20th of June, 1780, married Mr. William 
Horsfall, of Underbank, Hebden Bridge. Mr. John Lister, mercer, died on the 17th 
of April, 1805, devising his property to his four daughters. On the death of Mr. 
John Lister's daughters the property came to Mrs. Robinson's only son, Mr. Wm. 
Robinson, of Knowsley, who bequeathed the same to. his only child, Miss Lucy Ann 
Robinson, and her trustees sold it to the late owner, Mr. William Dyer. 

The names of the owners of the " four houses," one or more of which were at a 
later period described as " The House at the May Pole," or " The House near the 
May Pole," and which has been shown to be the ancient " wood-stooded " building 
fronting the Old Market, were as follow : — 

John Haldesworth, butcher, of Halifax, died in 1621, and devised to 

John Dixon, butcher, of Hali^, his stepson, who sold to 
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Thomas Richardson and Ralph Asheton, Esq. (of KJrkby), who sold to 
William Bamford, whose son, 
William Bamford, of Hoyland, sold in 1641, to 
Anthony Foxcroft, J. P., of Woodhouse, Skircoat ; and 
Thomas Lister, gentleman. The latter, surviving, conveyed, in 1673, to 
Anthony Foxcroft, son of the above Anthony, of Woodhouse, Skircoat, 
gentleman, who sold in 1673 to 

Joshua Dunn, of Halifax, mercer, who, in 1699, settled on his daughter 
Elizabeth, wife of William Bagshaw, of Hinckley, gentleman, afterwards wife of 
Daniel Clark, of AtterclifFe, gentleman, who devised in 1724 to his brother, 
The Rev. Samuel Claik, D.D., of St. Alban's and his sister Sarah, who married 
the Rev. Nicholas Warren, of Cranbrook, Kent. Dr. Clark devised a moiety to 
Joseph Clark, of St, Albans, woolstapler, and 
The Rev. Nicholas Warren, who in 1762 both sell, the former to 
Timothy Hainsworth, of Halifax, shalloon maker, and others ; and the latter to 
Betty and Penelope Mercer, spinsters, linen drapers, who sold, about 1773, to 
John Lister, of Halifax, mercer and linen draper, who devised to his 
Four daughters, one of whom married 

William Robinson, hosier, Cheapside, Halifax; and another William Horsfall, 
of Underbank, Hebden Bridge. 

Late W. Robinson's surviving daughter, sold the same to 
W. Dyer, Chemist, the late owner. 

The occupiers of the four house.s, one of which was '* The House at the May 
Pole," as far as can be ascertained, were as follows : — 

1641. Henry Higgin, Adam Wharton. Josias Mitchell, John Niccoll. 
1673. Ellen Dickinson. Isabel Wharton. Thos. Mitchell. John Niccoll. 
1709. Thos. Wakefield. Thos. Mellin. Joshua Turner. Wm. Wood. 
The occupiers of " The House at the May Pole," when divided into two shops, 
were : — 

1740. Susannah Mercer and Elizabeth Mercer, spinsters, linen drapers; and 
1748. Benjamin Schofield, Mercer. 

1749 Betty Mercer and Penelope Mercer, spinsters, linen drapers ; and 
to 1762. Benjamin Schofield. 
1779. Penelope Mercer, and 

John Lister, mercer and linen draper. 
1805. The two unmarried daughters of John Lister, mercer. 

Paul Hey, mercer and linen draper. 

Miss Calvert, milliner. 

J. T. Berry, chemist and druggist, 

Jas, Lofthouse, chemist and druggist. 

William Dyer, chemist and druggist, late occupier. 

There was another house bore the name of " The Nooke," but this was situate, 

as described in a deed dated 1675, " in the west end or head of one street in Halifax 

called the Woolshops, and being the comer house dividing the way leading from the 

Church of Halifax to the Shambles, and into one back lane there called the Petticote- 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE HALIFAX GIBBET LAW. 

By John Lister, M.A. 

We are not to suppose that, origiDally, Hallux enjoyed the monopoly of the behead- 
ing privilege. The singular fact about the matter is that the custom survived so long 
here after it had been abandoned in other places. The district which had " the benefit 
of the Gibbet," we are told by the author of the Gibbet Law Book — possibly Samuel 
Midgley — had its beginning "on the west, from the bounds dividing the countries of 
Yorkshire and Lancashire. On the east, Salterhebble Brook, as the same runneth 
from lUingworth to the River Calder. On the north, it borders on the Vicarage of 
Bradford; and on the south on the rivers of Ryburn and Calder, and doth contain 
within its circuit these fallowing towns and hamlets : — Halifax, Ovenden, Ilhng- 
worth, Mixenden, Bradshaw, Sldrcoat, Warley, Sowerby, Rishworth, Luddenden, 
Midgley, Erringden, Heptonstall, Rottenstall, Stansfield, Crosstone, and Langfield." 
Now, if you ask me how I account for the long survival of this feudal custom in 
Halifax I have no answer ready at present to give you. Watson's notion, however, 
finds some sort of countenance in the sixteenth century romance of "Thomas of 
Reading," written by Thomas Deloney, a celebrated Elizabethan ballad writer. In 
this racy narrative, Hodgskins, of Halifax, and his fellow clothiers are represented as 
having obtained the valuable privilege of a gallows from the Crown, for the purpose 
of punishing those who filched their cloth from their tenters. Of so meek and mild a 
mood, however, according to this pretty story, were our Halifax forefathers, that 
none, among them all, could be found to play the stem and severe part of hangman. 
At last, however, by happy tuck, a " feat friar " came to the rescue of the tender 
consciences of the townsfolk, by the timely invention of a gin, which was capable of 

CUTTING OFF THE HEADS 

ot "valiant rogues" without the direct intervention of human hands. But a 
manuscript in the Landsdowne collection, Brit. Museum, which I have unearthed, 
and which has not, I believe, ever been made public before, further seems — seems, 1 
say — to confirm ttie theory that the Gibbet was continued as a safeguard to the cloth 
trade. The MS. was written in 1588— the halcyon days of great Queen Bess — by 
one James Ryder, and is entitled " Mr. James Ryder's Commendations of Yorkshire, 
addressed to Lord Burleigh." It is dated 3rd January, 1389, and under the heading, 
" The Clothiers," Ryder writes as follows : — " But now to our commonalty of 
Yorkshire again. As merchants, in making shows, so have I kept the best common 
people of this country last. Our clothiers, that inhabit all the grounds between 
Wakefield and Westmoreland, ate the comeliest personages for parts of the body, 
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ablest in substance, best given to ofBces of the mind, and by trading southward, of 
more civility than their consorts of degree. As these the rest, so ' Hallyfax ' excelleth 

these These inhabitants of Halifax are planted among our most stony and 

barren mountains, west from York somewhat upon the south, in the edge of 
Lancashire. These, 1 say, excel the rest in policy and industry for the use of their 
trade and grounds, and, after the rude and arrogant manner of their wild country, 
they surpass the rest in wisdom and wealth. They despise their old fashions if they 
can hear of a new, more commodious, rather affecting novelties than allied to old 
ceremonies. Only the ancient custom of beheading such as are apprehended for theft 



Fig 68.— Ill list ral ion of a. Gibbet from Foxe's Ads. No locality is 
given ; it may possibly be an imaginative view of HaliiaiL Gibbet, the 
« of which was well known in those days. 



without trial after the course of law, they are driven hy the same need and necessity to 
continue that enforced them to take it up at the first, otherwise their trade in that wild 
place could not have been." There is a side-note to this reference to the Gibbet, which 
runs thus : " By cutting off these heads they cut off much untruth that the rest of 
the country is troubled with." I must forbear to quote more of these interesting and 
somewhat flattering— and yet, withal, I deem, partly merited— "commendations" 
of our Halifax ancestors. The point is that their author connects the continuance, 
and even the beginning of the Gibbet Law with the clothiers' trade—" clothier " then 
signifying both a seller and a maker of cloth. Had it not been for the Gibbet — be 
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tells us — " their trade could not have been " — and they were bound to continue the 
use of the Gibbet to maintain it. Maloney, Ryder, and one other writer — whom I 
am about to quote — are the only really in any sense ancient writers who connect the 
institution of the Gibbet— or its continuance^ with the cloth trade. In a MS. in 
the British Museum, that has been re-published by Mr. James J. Cartwright, in bis 
" Chapters in the History of Yorkshire," there is a short account of a journey made 
to York in 1639. The writer— whose name is unknown — speaks thus of the origin 
of the custom that made our town famous: — "The 27th, Thursday, I came to 
Hallifax, a pretty well built town of stone, and consists much of clothiers, to 
encourage whose trade was granted that privilege of heading by the town law any 
malefactor taken (as they say) hand-napping, back bearing, or confessing the felony," 
According to this authority — such as it is— the privilege of beheading thieves was 
granted with the object of encouraging the clothiers and their trade. This testimony, 
however, seems but to be an echo of the traditional story that Maloney's Romance of 
"Thomas of Reading" had popularised. The origin of the Gibbet is to be sought, 
as Watson has pointed out, neither in any forest law connected with a legendary 
Forest of Hardwick, nor in the exigencies of the cloth trade. No ! It was but the 
survival to a late period of the privilege of executing thieves, and sometimes other 
malefactors, taken within the bounds of a manor. Known by the names of Infang- 
thief and Utfangthief, it was exercised only by those manorial lords to whom this 
royalty — as it was named — had been granted by the Crown, or presumed to have 
been granted. 

FOREIGN ROBBERS BEHEADED AT HALIFAX. 

We have already given Bracton's definition of " infangthief," viz : the privilege 
granted to certain lords of manors to judge "anyone found within their Liberty in 
actual possession of stolen goods, handhabend, or backbarend." He also adds that the 
term means " a thief taken on the ground of another [Lord] being one of his own 
men, and being in actual possession of the stolen property." So the Lord of the 
Manor of Wakefield could have a thief judged, tried and beheaded at Halifax, 
provided he were one of his own tenants, for a theft committed outside his own 
jurisdiction— outside the Liberty of Halifax. Thus John Sharp and John Learoyd, 
of Northowram — -which was not in this Liberty — were beheaded 5th March, 
1568, for a robbery committed in Lancashire. John Sharp and John Learoyd, 
of Northowram, were two of the Lord of the Manor's own men, i.e., his tenants, 
and, I suppose, passing imprudently through the area that enjoyed the benefit 
of the Gibbet Law — on their way home to Northowram, they were captured within 
the Liberty, and paid the ptenalty for the robbery committed by them in Lancashire. 
But it is clear from the entries of the beheaded in the Parish Church Register 
that the Lords of the Manor of Wakefield had in addition to the privilege of 
"infangthief," that of "utfangthief" also, for as the late Mr. Walker, in his 
"Local Portfolio," remarks, the entry under date ist January, 1542, " quidam 
extraneus capital em subiit sententiam," shows "that the possession of the stolen 
goods within the jurisdiction of the Halifax jury was all that was requisite to impose 
the sentence of the local law." Now, "utfangthief" — according to Bracton— "is a 
foreign thief coming from elsewhere, from the land of another" — as this certain 
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r did — "and taken in the land of the Lord of the Liberty." Bracton adds : 
" The Lords of Liberties (franchises) may judge their own robbers and foreign 
robbers taken in their Liberty." John Dickenson, of Bradford, beheaded 6th 
January, 1578, would also seem to have been a "foreign thief" captured in the 
" Litierty of Halifax," and punished accordingly, and thus another example of the 
exercise of the privilege of " utfangthief." 



Vig. 70. — From Hali/ax and Us Gibbit Laa, 
and Edilion, 1761. This Gibbet has do stays or 
supports. 



Fig. 69. — From Gibson's Edition of Camdai's 
Britannia, 1693. " AA, The scaffold ; B, the piece 
of wood wherein the axe is fixed ; C, the axe ; D, 
the pulley by which the axe is drawn up ; E. the 
malefactor who lyes 10 be beheaded ; F, the pin 
to which the rof>e is ty'd that draws up the axe." 
In connection with this pin in the Annual Report 
for 1853-4 °^ ''•s Halifax Literary and Philoso- 
phical Society there is a note that F. A. Leyland 
presented a curious stone found near the Gibbet 
supposed to have been the pin inserted in the side 
of tne scaffold sustaining the axe before an ex- 
ecution. I am unable to find this pin at BankGeld 

The only mention that I have seen — or anyone else has reported — in the 
Wakefield Court Rolls, referring to the Gibbet Law, is under date of the year 1360, 
and has been noted by Watson. An order was then made that " if any tenant of the 
Lordship shall have beea beheaded for theft ' or other cause,' the said tenant ought 
not to lose his inheritance, notwithstanding any lease made in the meantime by the 
Steward." According to the law of the nation, felonies were punishable by loss of 
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lands not entailed, and of goods and chattels, real and personal. Thus, it would 
appear that the custom of our country leaned to the side of mercy in this respect, 
though such mercy, one would think, must have been to the financial prejudice of 
the Lords of the Liberty. 



FOR THEFT OR OTHER CAUSE. 

The words " or other cause "—after " beheaded for theft " — have exercised the 
mind of Mr. Watson, and certainly need some explanation— as other causes for execu- 
tion than theft do not seem to come under the privilege of " infangthief." But all is 
clear when we remember that the Earl of Warren, as many other powerful barons had, 
possessed the royalty of "furca" and "fossa," of gallows and ditch. In the 
Hundred Rolls, temp. Edward L, there are numerous entries of " habet furcas." In 
Berkshire alone there were no less than 35 gallows, belonging to Baronial Manors, 
John, Earl Warren, we know from these Hundred Rolls, claimed the right of 
having gallows at Wakefield and Conisboro', and it seems the Heading Axe at 
Halifax was used not only for the enforcement of the " infangthief " privilege, but 
also for the punishment of those who were incriminated for other causes. It has to 
be remembered that the Manor of Halifax was something distinct from the Lil«rty 
of Halifax, to which the prerogative of " infangthief," and the Gibbet were attached. 
The same William, Earl of Warren, who obtained the grant of the Manor of Wake- 
field from the King, desiring to assist the Priory of St. Pancras al Lewes, which his 
father had founded, and he himself completed, gave to the Cluniac monks there the 
Church of Halifax " with all its appurtenances." Under the general legal words 
" with all its appurtenances," were transferred to the monks the Rectorial Manor of 
Halifax-cum-Hepton stall— the lands and tenements, the tenants, both bond and free, 
of the townships of Halifax and Heptonstall. This grant seems to have been made 
between the years 1091 and 1097. The grant of the church and its advowson, 
together with the manor that accompanied it as its dower, did not invest the monks 
of Lewes with any right of jurisdiction in civil or criminal matters — in 

THE POLICE ADMINISTRATION OF THE TOWN. 

These powers remained in the grip of the strong lay bands of the Warrens, and the 
Manor Court of the Prior — held twice a year by his proctor at the Moot Hall 
— was little else but a Rent Audit of his tenants. It was in the Court Leet, 
more properly termed "Sheriff's Turn," which, tt^ether with the, even then, 
almost obsolete Court of the View of Frank Pledge — presided over by the Bailiff of 
the Lord of the Manor of Wakefield, for the liberty of Halifax, that all matters 
of police were tried, and it was in a specially summoned Court of the liberty of Halifax 
— as part and parcel of the Warren fee — that the offenders under the Gibbet Law 
were tried and sentenced. The Prior — as Lord of the Manor — could not even appoint 
the ale tasters who tested the quality of the beer sold by and to his tenants in &e 
town — a franchise that even many petty Lords of Manors possessed. He attempted, 
it is true, to usurp this privilege — we find from the Wakefield Court Rolls — in 1307, 
as the Waterhouses, Lords of the Manor of Hallux, afterwards, also endeavoured in 
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Elisabeth's day, to usurp other privileges, but was signally defeated. No! the 
punishment of breaches of the peace, orders for the abatement of nuisances, the 
enforcement of various Acts of Parliament, such as the assizes of bread and ale — the 
statute against unlawful games— the hearing of pleas of debts, and even the hearing 
of some of the pleas of the Crown, together with the trial and esecution of criminals, 
guilty of theft under the laws of " infangthief," or " utfangthief," pertained not to the 
monastic Lords of the Rectorial Manor of Halifax, but were the appanage of the 
Lords of the Liberty — the Seigneurs of Wakefield. 

The only detailed account we possess of a trial under the Gibbet Law, is that 
which is given in the Gibbet Law Book, attributed to Dr. Samuel Midgley, though 



e and Gibbel (rora Wahon'i 
. , , X. The stays are placed in 

front, otherwise it looks like a copy of illus- 
Iralion in Fig. to. The Axe is at present in 
the Manor Kolis Hnuse at Wakebeld, a cast 

of it being in Bank&eld Museum. Its dimen- „. „ , , 

sionsareiojin. by S|in„ and about *in. thick. P'R- 7i-— Fa<^i™i'e of illustration of the 

* ' « • a G\hhe.t\a Jacob's History of Halifax, 1789. Thishas 

the ^wo^ds John Hoylt dti. 1650 engraved at fool. 

the pre^e thereof is signed by William Bentley. The particulars of the chapter 
dealing with this trial, we are told, by-the-bye, by Wright, at the end of Chapter III. 
of his work, were " transcribed from a MS. of Mr. John Brearcliffe, of this town." 
Brearcliffe died in 1682. Though this be the only report we have of a Gibbet Trial, 
we can quite well re-construct the 

PROCEEDINGS OF A TRIAL AT HALIFAX 

say, in the days of Edward I., about 1272, from a Book of Precedents, of the time of 
Henry IIL This has been published by the Selden Society — under the title, " The 
Court Baron, being Precedents for use in Seignorial and other Local Courts," edited 
by Messrs. F. W. Maitland and W. P. Baildon. 
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The following is an example of the proceedings in Manor Courts for 
"Infangthief : — 

" Plea of the Crown in Court Baron." 

Steward.— Bailiff ! 

Bailiff.— Sir! 

Steward. — Let the prisoners come before us. 

Bailiff. — That will !, sir, Lo ! They are here. 

Steward.— Bailiff ! 

Bailiff.— Sir! 

Steward.^ — For what cause was this man taken ? 

Bailiff. — Sir, for a mare which he took in the field of B [lackledge] . 

Steward. — What is thy name ? 

Prisoner. — Sir, my name is William. 

Steward. — William, thou art taken and attached in this Court for a mare, which 
is here present, which thou art said to have taken larcenously in the field of 
B [lackledge] . How wilt thou acquit thyself of this larceny and all others ? 

Prisoner. — Sir, if any man will sue against me for larceny, or any other thing 
that is against the peace of the King and his crown, I am ready to defend myself by 
my l)ody that I am good and lawful. 

Steward. — William, now answer me, by what device thou earnest by this mare, 
for, at least, thou can'st not deny that she was found with thee, and that thou didst 
avow her for thine own. 

Prisoner. ^Sir, I disavow this mare, and never saw I her until now. 

Steward, — Then, William, thou can'st right boldly put thyself upon the good 
folk of this town that never thou did'st steal her ? 

Prisoner. — Nay, sir, for these men have their hearts big against me, and hate me 
much, because of this ill report which is surmised against me. 

Steward.^ Thin kest thou, William, that there be any who would commend his 
body and soul to the devils for thee, or for love or for hatred of thee ? Nay, verily, 
they are good folk and lawful, and thou can'st oust from among them all those whom 
thou suspectest of desiring thy condemnation. But do thou what is right, and have 
God before thine eyes, and confess the truth of this thing and the other things that 
thou hast done, and give not thyself wholly to the enticement of the devil, but 
confess the truth, and thou shalt find us the more merciful. 

Prisoner. — Sir, in God's name, have pity of me, and 1 will confess to thee the 
truth, and I will put me wholly upon thy loyalty- 
Steward. — William, by my loyalty, thou shalt have naught but justice ! Say, 
therefore, what thou wilt, and conceal naught. 

Prisoner. — Sir, my great poverty, and my great neediness, and the enticement 
of the devil made me take this mare larcenously, and often have they made me do 
otber things that 1 ought not to have done. 

Steward.^ — God pardon thee! William, at least thou hast confessed in this 
Court that larcenously, thou tookest this mare, and hast done many other ill deeds; 
DOW, name some of thy fellows, for it cannot be but that thou hadst fellowship in 
thy evil deeds. 

Prisoner. — Of a truth, sir, never had I companions in my evil deeds, save only 
the fiend. 
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Steward. — William, wilt thou say or confess aught else? 

Prisoner. — Nay, sir. 

Steward.— Bailiff! 

Bailiff.— Sir! 

Steward.— Take him away, and let him have a priest. 



Fif[. 73. — Woodcul of ihe Gibbet in Hone's 
Every Day Book, probably a fancy drawinfj. 

although Ibe position as regards the t'arish Fig. y^. — Model of the Gibbet in Bankfield 

Church Tow^r is fairly correc'. Said to be a Museum, made in 1843 for Mrs. Waterhouse, 

copy of an tllustrnlion on Moll's Map of Yorkshire. who presented it to the Literary and Philosophical 

published in 1714. Society. 



HOW THE JURY WAS COMPOSED. 

We note that the trial for infangthief is held in the Court Baron or Hall Mote. 
The Steward presides, the Bailiff of the Liberty has charge of the prisoner. It will 
be remarked that the prisoner is condemned on his own confession. He refuses " to 
put himself upon the good folk of the town " — i.e., to have his case tried by the jurors. 
We are told by the author of the Gibbet Law Book that when an alleged thief had 
been arrested and imprisoned by the Baihff, a jury of 16 was summoned by him 
through the agency of the constables of four townships, within the precincts, made 
up of "four Frilh Burghers" residing in each of those four townships. Where the 
author of the Gibbet Law Book got the word "Frith Burgher" from in this 
connection is a mystery ! Probably he imported it out of some of the old legal works 
of which he makes so much pedantic parade. Frith Burghers were unknown by that 
name in Yorkshire, as we are particularly informed in the Laws of Edward the 
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Confessor. The Frithborh, whence is derived Frithburgher, was known — those laws 
lell us^" inter Eboracenses," as " Tenmantale." But neither of these terms 
" frithborh " nor " tenmantale " are found— as far as I can discover — in those trust- 
worthy old records of the Manor of Wakefield, the Court Rolls, which date back as 
far as the days of Henry Hi. Surely, in my opinion at least, this method of 
representation of the townships by four men from each is much more likely to have 
been founded upon the Assize of Clarendon (A.D. 1166), by which " inter alia," it 
was ordained that inquiry should be made by " four " of the most lawful " men " of 
every township " concerning robbers, murderers, and other malefactors." This point 
does not seem to have arrested the attention of Mr. Watson, but Wright has slyly 
changed the word "frithburgher" into "freeholder," without note or comment. 
Whether this is the right reading ! will not say. But for the explanation of the 
summoning of the constable and four men from each township no frithborh or 
frankpledge theory is necessary, as the constant method of representation of a 
township in the middle ages was that it should he represented in this fashion, whether 
it were at County Courts, Hundred Courts, Court Leets, Coroners' Quests, or 
elsewhere. 

WHERE ARE THE RECORDS? 

It may seem strange that in the Wakefield Rolls no mention is made of the 
Gibbet trials, though the proceedings of the ordinary manorial courts are so carefully 
recorded. 1 have also searched diligently the Coroners' Rolls in the Record Office 
in the hopes of finding some reference to the inquests — for such had to be held — over 
the bodies of the beheaded — but my search has been hitherto vain. The Gibbet Law 
Book tells us that the Coroners had " it given Id charge as part of their office and 
duty, that after any felon" had "been condemned and executed," they should 
" forthwith repair to the town of Halifax," and call a Jury to swear the fact of the 
execution, so that a record might be made in the Crown Office. If this were done, 
where are those records to-day ? They do not appear to be enrolled on the Coroners' 
Rolls for the West Riding, preserved in the Public Record Offices. I find in the 
Wakefield Court Rolls presentments made by the Court Leet Juries as to robberies 
committed apparently within the Liberty, but there is nothing but the presentment 
— no further record of what happened. Thus, at the Sheriffs Turn at Halifax, 4th 
October. 18 Henry VI., the Jury present that " George, son of Robert Crowther, on 
Sunday, after the feast of the Conception of Blessed Mary the Virgin, in the 17th 
year of King Henry VI., broke into the chamber of the same Robert [his father] at 
Warley, and feloniously stole the silver and gold he found there, to the value of 20s. 

Surely, George Crowther, if this were a true bill, ought to have been gibbeted. 
But nothing more is recorded about this case, or another simitar one, which was in 
court at the same time. This is disappointing ! 



THE PECULIARITY OF THE GIBBET LAW. 

Sir F. Palgrave has said that the Gibbet Law of Halifax was the last vestige of 
the law of " infangtbief." " In England," he writes, " the records and annals of 
the law have not furnished any instance of the exercise of 'infongthief after the 
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reign of Edward III., except in one northern borough — Halifax — where a judicature 
grounded upon the Anglo-Saxon custom subsisted unti! a comparatively recent 
era." (Palg. I., 213). This is the peculiar point about the Halifax custom, viz: 
^Its long protracted continuance to the middle of the 17th century, after the law of 
" inftingthief " had become obsolete in other places. The theory that it continued for 
the protection of the cloth trade — though favoured by Watson^ — can hardly be 
accepted as the true reason. As in other places where the privilege of " infangthief '' 
obtained, the felon was punishable if he was caught hand-having backbearing or 
confessing his crime. In the precedent I have quoted it will have been noted that 
he was executed after he had confessed his theft. The "hand-having" or "back- 
bearing " qualification was supposed sufficiently to be complied with if the goods he 



Fig 75.— From a Sleel Engraving; in Allen's Histoiy of Ihi County o{ York. 183U 

A fancy picture. There is an exact copy of this, a. woodcot, 

in Crabtrer's History of Halifax, I1I36. 

had stolen — even when he was not taken with them in his hand or on his back — were 
strapped or bound on his back when he was brought up for trial, or even if they were 
exposed in the Court with the felon. It was sufficient that he should l« put in 
possession of them at the time of his appearance in Court. In the last Gibbet 
Law trial we are told that when the jurors met "both the felons and the 
prosecutors" were "brought l>efore them face to face, and the thing stolen 
produced to their view, if it were a beast or a horse, or anything of that kind ; but 
if it were a thing pwrtable it was laid before them in the room where they 
were assembled." Thus the "handhaving" and "backbearing" conditions were 
strained so far as to bring within the meshes of the law thieves who were not actually 
caught with the stolen property in their hands or on their backs. 
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EARLIEST DESCRIPTION OF THE HALIFAX GIBBET. 

Perhaps the earliest verbal description we have of our Gibbet is that contained in 
the Harlean MS., 785, 20, 10 (British Museum), written in a sixteenth century hand :- 
"There is, and hath been of ancient time, a law, or rather a custom, at Halifax, that 
whosoever doth commit any felony, and is taken with the same, or confess the 
fact, upon examination, if it be valued by four constables to amount to the sum of 
thirteen pence halfpenny, he is forthwith beheaded upon the next market day — 
which usually falls upon the Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays— or else, upon 
the same day that he is so convicted, if market be then holden. The engine 
wherewith the execution is done, is a square block of wood of the length of four foot 
and an half, which doth ride up and down in a slot, 'rabet' or 'regalt,' between two 
pieces of timber that are framed and set upright, of five yards in height. In the 
nether end of the shding block is an ax keyed, or ^tened with iron into the 
wood which being drawn up to the top of the frame is there fastened with a 
wooden pin — the one end set on a piece of wood which goeth cross on the two 
rabets, and the other end being let into the block holding the, axe, with a notch made 
into the same, after the manner of a Sampson's post — unto the midst of which 
pin there is a long rope fastened that cometh down among the people, so that 
when the ofTender hath made his confession, and hath laid his neck over the nether- 
most block, every man there doth either take hold of the rope, or putteth his arm so 
near to the same as he can get, in token that he is willing to see true justice executed, 
and pulling out the pin in this manner, the head-block wherein the axe is fastened 
doth fall down with such violence that, if the neck of the transgressor were so big as 
that of a bull, it should be cut in sunder at a stroke, and roll from the body by an 
huge distance. If it be so that the offender be apprehended for an ox or oxen, sheep, 
kine, or horse, or any such cattle, the self beast, or other of the same kind, hath the 
end of the rope tied somewhere unto them so that they draw out the pin whereby the 
offender is executed. And thus mucli of Halifax law, which I set down only to shew 
the custom of that country in this behalf." 

It is to l)e noticed that the pin to which the rope was fastened is in this very 
exact account described as placed at the top of the frame of the gibbet. In Hoyle's 
woodcuts it is shewn attached to the wall of the scaffold. 

Next in point of time comes a description given us by the nameless traveller to 
whom we have previously referred, who visited Halifax in 1639 : — " Their heading 
block," he writes, " is a little out of the town west-ward. It Is raised upon a little 
forced ascent of some half-a-dozen steps, and is made in form of a narrow gallows, 
having two ribs down either side post, and a great weighty block with riggalds 
[grooves] for those ribs to shoot in, in the bottom of which block is fastened a keen- 
edged hatchet. Then the block is drawn up by a pulley and a cord to the cross on 
the top, and the malefactor lays his head on the block below. Then they let run the 
stock with that hatchet in, and despatch him immediately." 

Gibson, in his edition of Camden's Britannia, 1693, gives no verbal description 
of the Gibbet, but has a woodcut, similar to the one in the Gibbet Law Book, which 
describes itself as drawn by j. Hoyle, and engraved by J, Marsden. Jacob has a 
plate very similar to that in Gibson's work, and beneath is written, "John Hoyle, 
del. 1650." These two cuts, Gibson's and Jacobs', though so similar, are from 
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different blocks. The point is that John Hoyle was a contemporary of John 
BrearclifTe and that while one contrihuted the engraving the other seems to have 
compiled a good deal of the matter afterwards inserted in the " Gibbet Law Book." 
For if you compare the text in Gibson with the text in the Gibbet Law Book you 
will find, as I have, that whole sentences correspond word for word with one another, 
though Gibson's seems to be a shortened version of the other. Now as the first 
edition of the Gibbet Book did not appear till 1708, and Gibson's Camden is dated 
1695, it is plain that the text of the former was either in print or in MS. at least 13 
years before it was published by Bentley as his own. In my judgment, Brearcliffe, 



Fig. 76.— From a Lithograph, probably an elaboration of illustration Fig. 75, only more fanciful. 

who died 1682, was the real author of the original MS., which, perhaps, Midgley 
copied, which Bentley afterwards published as his own, and all subsequent writers 
have based their accounts upon. 

THE SITES OF THE HALIFAX GIBBET. 

Did the Halifax Gibbet always stand where the stone scaff'old exists to-day ? " I 
trow not." In a deed dated 1613 a reference is made to the " place called the Green, 
where the furca, anglici, the gibbet, otherwise the place of execution then stood," 

I have now, I think, brought my words about the Gibbet to a close. My object 
has been to notice chiefly points that have been debated in regard to this old 
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customary law of our town, to clear up, if possible, certain moot matters in connection 
with it, to bring to bear ujwn this well-worn theme such rays of light as recent 
research into the origin of our criminal law, and the publication in these latter days 
of original documents relating to the Manor Courts, may serve to illuminate it. The 
last word has been by no means said. We ha\'e yet to learn why the old Anglo- 
Saxon law of " infangthief " survived so long under the shadow of Beacon Hiil, when 
it had been for three centuries dead elsewhere. We have yet to discover, if possible, 
original records in which its use is named. The most ordinary- looking old deed may 
yet throw light upon the subject, the most rubbishy -looking MS, give us interesting 
details about it. We have still to learn something about the real author of the 
earliest treatise regarding it, and of the engraver Hoyle, who first presented its 
likeness to the world outside Halifax. 

Note.— W. Harrison, in his Historical Description of the Island of Britain, 
published in the Holingshead Chronicles, at London, in the year 1577, Book H., 
chap. II. gives verbatim the same account of the Gibbet as that we have produced 
from the Haricean MS., with merely the omission of a few words regarding the 
technicalities of the pin by which the axe was suspended. 

Under the title : — ' Sundry kinds of punishment appointed for malefactors,' he 
writes: 'Witches are hanged, or sometimes burned, but thieves are hanged (as I 
said before), generally on the gibbet or gallows, saving in flalifax, where they are 
beheaded after a strange manner, and whereof I find this report. . .' Then Harrison 
quotes the account given in the MS., which shows that the 'report' he had found 
was none other than that embodied in this interesting and apparently earliest 
description of our famous Gibbet, a description written, as the date of this edition of 
Harrison's work proves, prior to the year 1577-" 



THE DISCOVERY OF THE GIBBET PLATFORM. 

The discovery of the remains of the Gil)bet is thus described in the Halifax 
Guardian of 15th June 1839 : — 

"The workmen employed in removing the rubbish from the Gibbet Hill, have 
this week succeeded in uncovering the remains of the ancient gibbet. When the 
usage of the gibbet had ceased, the ground upon which it had stood appears to have 
served as a receptacle for the refuse of the town for the space of at least a hundred 
years, and the heap of rubbish thus formed became so large as to acquire the name 
of Gibbet Hill. The very existence of the platform of the gibbet was nearly 
forgotten, and the received opinion was that it stood upon the hill, when in reality it 
stood under it, on a level with the present road. 

Some time since, the ground was purchased from Mr. Bates by the trustees of 
the town, with the intention of entirely removing the bill and keeping the place for 
the town's use. The first operations on it were made about a year since, when the 
workmen were instructed as to the precise spot where the gibbet stood, in order that 
no portion of it might be taken away with the rubbish. After a considerable part of 
the hill had been removed operations ceased for a time. It was not till lately that 
they were recommenced, when on Wednesday last, the east end of the stone platform 
of the gibbet was uncovered, and on the next day, nearly the whole erection was 
exposed to view. 
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This unique and interesting remain is the stone fabric on which the upright 
wooden frame was placed which held the axe, and is on the south side about five 
feet high, and twelve and a half square. A few years since, in digging the foundation 
for Mr. Bates's warehouse, the two men's skeletons* were found a little above 
where the gibbet stands ; the heads were placed in both instances about half a yard 
apart from their bodies. The remains of the platform appear very old, and the 
stones are much worn by ex[x>sure to the weather ; but the exact age of this structure 
cannot now be ascertained. Great praise is due to the workmen for the care they 
have exercised in removing the rubbish from these ri 



Fig. 77. — The Gibbet Platform at the present day. 

In its issue of the 22 June 1839 after giving some account of the Gibbet Law 
the Halifax Guardian reproduces the illustration of the Gibbet from Jacob's Hist, of 
Halifax and remarks : — " Many drawings of the gibbet have been pubhshed, but 
none, thai we know of, so accurate as this,! There is an engraving of the Halifax 
gibbet in Moll's set of fifty maps of England and Wales, London, 1724, where the 
bailiff, or some other, is cutting the roj>e ; and it is, we believe, from these maps that 
the engraving was taken which appeared in Hone's Every-day Book, p. 147, Vol. I, 



t There is no means of proving its accuracy. 
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Since the last execution the axe has been kept in the j^l in Halifax, until a few 
years ago, when it was taken away by Mr. Lumb, as steward of the lord of the 
manor ; but we hope, at no distant period, to see it lodged in our Museum. The 
scaffold, being of woodwork, did not, we should imagine, long remain ; and though 
Wright, in 1712 said ' the scaffold is now standing,' it Is evident that he meant the 
platform, for be immediately adds, — ^' there was a peculiar engine, framed for the 
purpose, the figure whereof may be seen in Bishop Gibson's Camden's BntamUa. 
This platform remained for a considerable period, and Pennant says, ' that in 1772, 
he saw, at the end of the town, the stone-built platform, about four feet high and 
thirteen broad, on which the instrument used to do its deadly work.' Since that 
time, the rubbish has covered it, but not before a spoliator in the neighbourhood had 
begun to appropriate the top-most stones — tradition says for the purpose of braying 
them into sand. The rest is already known to our readers ; but we cannot omit to 
mention the exertions of Mr. F. A. Leyland.Jun., in bringing to light this ancient relic; 
he having above a year ago taken the precaution of acquainting the men employed 
in excavating, with the sort of platform they would, in all probability meet with. He 
has also the merit of having discovered thai the halberds now in the Museum of the 
Halifax Literary and Philosophical Society, were used by the Sheriff's men at the 
time of execution. These halberds were at the time in the possession of Mr. John 
Brierley, our former deputy- Constable, by whom they were presented to the 
Museum."* They are now at Bankheld. In 1852 a tablet was erected in the enclosure 
where this Gilibet mound stands; unfortunately there are several mistakes in the 
inscription. 



e lound in the roof of llle dunReon in nungeon 
no record tending to shew what they were used for 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE GENESIS 
OF THE HALIFAX MANUFACTURERS' HAU. 



The first known inenlion of any hall for the sale of textiles appears in a deed of 
sale of two houses of the time of Charles I., 1629"^ where the houses are spoken of as 
nigh ihe Linnen Hall and where the Hall is located between Cheapside and Crown 
Street. In 1708 Lord Ingram, Lord of the Manor of Halifax let to John Foutness, 
gentleman, and others the Woollen Hall and the Linnen Hall. There were thus at 
this date two manufacturers' halls but tittle or nothing more seems to be known about 
them at present. Towards the end of the eighteenth century the want of a hall 
having made itself felt, we may conclude that these two halls were non-existant or not 
available. So we find in the Lteds Mercury foi Taesdny April 5, 1774, the following note 
from Halifax: — "Pursuant to an Advertisement by Hand-Bills, a Meeting of Manu- 
facturers who attend the Market was this Day held ; and it was the Opinion of all 
present, that a Hall, erected in some convenient Place in the Town and Neighbour- 
hood would be of great public Utility. And it was resolved That a Second Meeting 

' In this deed we find mention of the {ormer position of the Halifax Gibbet already referred to. 
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should be held in The Talbot, at 4 o'clock in the Afternoon of Saturday, the 9th of 
April next, at which Time and Place it is required that the Manufacturers who are 
willing to join those who have already entered into the Association, will attend to 
consult upon the most proper Measures to be taken in the Execution of the Scheme. 
It is likewise Earnestly requested that the Merchants and other Buyers of Goods, 
who are Friends and Well-wishers of the Design, will be so obliging as to attend the 
Meeting. Therefore it is apprehended their Appearance will give Countenance to it, 
and encourage the Manufacturers to pursue it with Vigour and Resolution."* In 
the same paper's issue of 19th April 1774 it is stated: "At a Manufacturers' 
Meeting, held this Day, for carrying the Plan for the building of a Piece Hall in 
Halifax into Execution, the Subscription was Signed by a great Number of 
Manufacturers and Vendors of Woollen Goods, and it was unanimously agreed to 
forward the Subscription as much as possible, that the same may be signed by a 
sufficient Number within a Month of this Time, and a general Meeting be then 
advertised and in due Time held, in order that the Subscribers at that Meeting may 
determine, by Vote or Ballott, on what Ground in or near Halifax, the Hall shall be 
erected ; and that a Committee be forthwith afterwards chosen at such Meeting, for 
conducting the necessary business for Carrying the Plan into Execution, and such 
Regulations prescriljed as may appear requisite for the purpose. — A Meeting will be 
held on every Saturday in the mean Time, at Two o'Clock in the Afternoon, in the 
Assembly Room in Halifax, and will continue op<en till Five, for the Purpose of 
taking in Subscriptions only. At which intermediate Meetings, all Persons having 
Lands suitable for the Situation, and willing to dispose of it, are desired to attend 
with their Proposals in writing, that a Proper Plot of Ground may be adopted at the 
General Meeting." In its issue of Tuesday May 10 1774 there is the following: — 

"An Address 
to the Worstead Manufacturers that are, or may be, engaged in the Erection of anew 
Piece Hall for the Conveniency of the said Manufacturers. 
Gentlemen, 

The truly laudable and spirited behaviour which haih distinguished you in the 
opening of, and the progress you have a-ade towards filling up a Suliscription for so 
valuable a Purpose ; while it demands the attention and thanks of the unbiassed part 
of the Public, merits the assistance and advocacy of every well-wisher to it, upon 
which, throwing myself upon your candour as an individual, I shall humbly beg leave 
to offer the following considerations. 

Steadiness and unanimity in all combined affairs are universally allowed to bid 
fairest for Success. Fixed and united Councils, attended with vigourous action, can 
never fail to gain its point; — Strengthened by itself, it stands proof against every 
effort; while the shattered train of action and party are seldom able to effect anything. 
The present Call is loud for ours ; from our declining trade, from our immediate 
selves, and as connected with the interests of posterity, and the general good of the 
Community. If this be the prevaihng principle upon which we shall act, it will 
certainly entail success, and render every measure ineifectual that may be attempted 
to break us. This will enable us to breast the proud, opulent, and interested, who, 
to their own narrow center, would point every Public good. Let us not quarrel in 

* !□ ihe same issue a notice was inserled regarding the erection of a new Clolh Hall for Leeds. 
Tammy Hall. Wakefield, was erected in 1776 ; the Bradford Piece Hall in 1773, and Ibe Colne Piece 
Hall in 1775 (Baines' Iltitory of the Woalln, Tradi). 
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r^ard to Situation : the bee will find its cell, the' in the desart : so the Merchants 
and Manufacturers, tho' detached from the accustomed seat of Business. Let no 
pretext be sufficient to break upon us : As Manufacturers, encorporated into one entire 
body, we shall certainly have the least chance for divisions, from the sameness of our 
interests. Nor let us be sparing of our Subscriptions, for the honour of our County, 
and the welfare of rising periods. In a word, let each endeavour to be employed to 
strike an unison with Public utility : So shall future ages feelingly bless the present 
generation and neighbouring envy fall, poisonless, at our feet. That Concord and 
Success may flow upon our endeavours is the sanguine and unfeigned wish of 

Yours, A Manufacturer." 

The idea of erecting a Piece Hall had evidently now been taken up vigorously 
as the following Notice shews. This notice is also of interest on account of the form 
of votir^ proposed, namely that by ballot. 

" Piece -Hall. 

Halifax, May 14 : 1774:— 
Notice is Hereby Given 

That the General Meeting of the Subscribers will be held in the Assembly- Room, 
in Halifax, on Saturday the 28th May, instant, at Three o'Clock in the Afternoon, in 
order that the Subscribers may, then and there, determine by Ballot, on what 
Ground in or near Halifax, the Hall shall be erected, which Ballot will be closed at 
Five o'clock of that Day. And to the Intent that the Election may be free and 
undisturbed, and that no Subscriber may incur the Displeasure of any the prop)osed 
Situations, printed Papers will be distributed to every Subscriber specifying the 
several situations offered ; and whatever Situation every Subscriber thinks best, he 
may give his vote for it without anyone knowing which he prefers, by folding up 
the Paper describing the Situation, and putting it into the Hat or Glass which will be 
ready upon the Table for the Purpose. 

Immediately after the situation is fixed upon, a Committee will be chosen at the 
same Meeting for conducting the Necessary Business for carrying the Plan into 
Execution. 

Proposals of Ground for the Situation, and Subscriptions from Gentlemen and 
Merchants, &c, towards the Compleating of the Hall will be received any Time 
before the Day of Election ; and may be sent to Mr. Adam Holder, and Mr. 
William Smith, in Halifax." 

It should be mentioned that the Talbot Close was offered as a gift to the 
Manufacturers by John Caygill of The Shay. 

Then on May 24th, 1774, we are treated to a little advice : — 
" Halifax Piece Hall, 
To Five Sorts of People. 

Manufacturers. — Let no man impose upon you in this Matter — Look with 
your own eyes — Judge for yourselves — See you have a large and open situation — 
The building clear to every view, and clear roads to at least three sides of it — Have 
full assurance for this — Trust no man's word, but see the obligations — Open air and 
much of it, will be found quite necessary for preserving your goods and doing 
business with pleasure — Be not concerned about this or that end of the town — Where 
you fix your Hall, there will be the head — Nothing is of consequence to you but the 
NamgaiioH — To the Town it will grow — Strive not against this — Take care you fix it 
on the South ; High or low is not material ; Situations being equally advantageous. 
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Managers. — Much depends on you — Oppose all narrow Schemes whatever — 
When you meet suffer not a Proposal of private Interest to have one Ear — Little 
Minds may be pleased to think of better Terms for Themselves, being First than 
for After Subscriptions : Great Ones will rejoice in the Harmony and Welfare of the 
Whole Body of Manufacturers— Endeavour to inform the judgement (impartially) of 
each new Voter— Rouse them up to a true spirit of Independency— and to assert 
their Liberty. The opportunity lost may be lost for ever — You will now fill an 
important post, and one which will act well or ill for Future Generations. 

Land Buyers. — Your Situation is critical : many eyes are upon you and your 
leader — Though you lay out money readily obtained, remember you ought to act for 
the Public as well as yourselves^EiCHT Pence per Yard is the full price of the 
most valuable Land in Halifax; in the judgement of a Number of Good Men and 
True Subjects to their Sovereign Lord and Governor. — See that you refuse neither 
these, nor yourselves by a Conduct contrary to such precedent : and as a small out- 
line, you should remember that no Land without the Town is half so valuable as 
that within. 

Owners of Houses. — Such of you who have possessions in Streets and back- 
yards not more than lo yards wide ; in case the Hall is proposed to stand near such ; 
— look well to yourselves, and oppose it as you value your Inheritance, lest broken 
limbs beyond the power of Panacea, rise up against you at York and leave not one 
stone upon another. 

Sellers of Land. — Have some pity on the Third Class here— Deal not with 
them if they appear under Lunar influences— Stay a change, and fully at least — You 
well know you have not at any price a field equal to that which is offered Gratis — 
Shun therefore any offer of incapacity that you know will prejudice the Public and 
be a standing mark for the folly of Halifax (signed) Aristides." 

The Meeting above referred to was duly held and the site where the Piece Hall 
now stands was decided upon. But a large section of Manufacturers were in favour 
of the Hall being built at Cross Close. This led to another Meeting. 

" A Thousand Pound Bond was handed in at a Meeting in the Assembly Rooms 
in Halifax, on the 28th May, 1774, to purchase -The Cross Close' and the Roads 
leading thereto : and at the same Meeting ' The Talbot Close ' with a Eight- 
Hundred Guineas' Bond was offered for the Acceptance of the Manufacturers. 

Upon examining the Situations there appeared a defect in the former Close , 
the ground being too much contined, and the impossibility of getting sufficient avenues 
thereto. 

The Manufacturers seemed to have much gratitrde for the Offer of The Talbot 
Close, not only an a more advantageous Situation, but from its being proposed before 
ao opposition took place. Upon a Vote being taken, the numbers were : — 

For the Talbot Close 105 

For the Cross Close 81 

Majority for the Talbot Close 24 

Upon the result being known, the Cross Close Minority retired much chagrined, 
and threatened to erect a separate Hall. 

To prevent any division the following exhortation appeared in advertisement 
form in the Leeds Mercury June 7 1774; — 



,y Google 



The Genesis of the Halifax Manufacturers' Hall. 211 

"To THE Manufacturers op Worsted Goods 
Ik and Near Halifax. 
Gentlemen, 
As by a fciir Ballot, and a great Majority, you have fixed upon the Talbot Field 
as the properest place to erect the Hall upon : — 

We, whose Names are underwritten {Buyers of your Goods) do recommend 
Peace, Unanimity, and Perseverance In a steady Prosecution of the Plan, as we are 
determined to buy our Goods there, and to discover every Attempt to divide the 
Market, and raise Dissensions among you, as you value your Characters as Honest 
Men and Tradesmen, not to consent to anything inconsistant to such Characters, 
whatever Names or Pretences may be used to draw you from acting with that 
Prudence, Honour, and Integrity, which has hitherto influenced all your Proceedings 
in this Business: — 

Buck & Duffield. Lloyds & Catanes. 

B. Bischoof & Sons. Pern, & John Milnes. 

Bracken, Rawson & Co. For James Milnes & Co., Titus Rideal. 

Buck & Kershaw. Josiah & Sam Dates. 

Bairstow & Swain. Rayner, Dawson, & Co. 

Cookes, Kershaw & Grimshaw George Stansfield. 

Thos. Cookson & Son, Simpson, Foxcroft & Croft. 

Dixon & Lees. George Scott. 

Edwards & Lees. Smith, Dyson, & Smith. 

William Ellis. Richard Tennant. 

John Edwards. William Walker. 

William Fisher. Thomas Wolrick, 

Henry Hamer. James Wetherherd. 

Timothy Heald. William Wood. 

John Lee & John Priestley. J. Weddale." 

The Minority Meeting was called all the same as is evident from the following 
advertisement which appeared on June 7 1774 : 

"Halifax, Jutu 4th, 1774:— 
In Pursuance of a Public Advertisement, a Meeting was this Day held at The 
White Lion of many respectable Manufacturers who unanimously ^reed that the 
Cross Field is the most eligible Situation for the Erection of a Common Hall ; and 
for the Purpose a Subscription was opened and much encouraged, and a Resolution 
entered into to support the Independence of the Manufacturers at large. 

Notice is Therefore Given 
That a Meeting will be held at the White Lion on Saturday next at 3 o'Clock in the 
Afternoon, for the Purpose of receiving Subscriptions." 

On the morning of Saturday June nth the following notice was published by 
Handbill : 

"Manufacturers — Hall Cross-Field Halifax, 11 June, 1774 
The Allotment of a Plot of Ground in the Ti^hot Field for erecting a Common Hall, 
having occasioned an almost general Dissatisfaction* amongst the Manufacturers, as 

• The erection of the Hall was, lo some extent encouraged by the " Halifax Union Club " [of 
which Sir George Savile, Bart., was President, now named the " Loyal Georgean Society. "] 
The meml^ers of (his dab were great promoters of the Calder and Hebble Navigation, and 
they were not unwilling that Ibeir clerk, Mr. Thomas Simpson, abonld be Clerk of the Piece 
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beiDg wholly inconvenient for the purposes intended ; and a very considerable 
Majority of the whole Body, having determined to subscribe to a Hall in the 
Cross-Field, wherein, many others are willing to join, provided they are indemnified 
from the Payment of their former Subscription : — Therefore, a Number of Gentlemen 
of unexceptionable Property, being desirous to assert the Freedom and Independance 
of the Manufacturers have executed a Bond, in a sufficient Penalty, to indemnify 
every Manufacturer from the Payment of such former Subscription, which Bond 
will be produced to them at the Meeting at the White Lion, To-Dav, and deposited 
in the Hands of a Committee to be appointed by the Manufacturers. 

For the Convenience of those who leave the Town early Attendance will be 
given at the White Lion from Nine o'Clock in the morning. 

Halifax : Printed by E. Jacob, near the Square." 

Nothing serious resulted apparently from this meeting at the White Lion, as 
the Hall was duly built on Talbot's Close as might have been expected when the 
land was obtainable as a gift. 

" Piece Hall in the Talbot Field, 

Halifax, May aoth : 1774. 

The Situation for the Manufocturers' Hall at Halifax being now fixed upon, and 
the Committee for the Conduct of the Works empowered to employ proper Persons 
to make Plans for the Purpose : — 

Notice is Hereby Given 
That on the 25th Day of June next; at 3 o'clock in the Afternoon, a Meeting of 
Subscribers will be held in the Assembly Room in Halifax, in order to determine 
which of the plans shall be carried into Execution : And all Manufacturers desirous 
of becoming Subscribers may, in the Mean Time apply to the Gentlemen of the 
Committee, or any of them (a Duplicate of the Subscription being lodged with each 
of them), as it is intended that the Subscription should be closed, previous to the 
Business being entered upon at the said Meet'iDg."— Leeds Merc«ry, June 14th, 1774. 

The proposal was by this time rapidly assuming proper shape, hence on the 3rd 
August we have the following advertisement : — 
" To Masons. 

Halifax, Aug. 3: 1774. 

Whereas, the Designs for Erecting a Manufacturers' Hall in Halifax are 
now determined, — it is proposed to lay the Foundations and raise the Cellar Story 
this year. Therefore any Mason or Masons willing to engage in the Whole or Part 
of the said Work, may see the manner in which it is proposed to be executed, by 
applying to the Committee appointed, at the Talbot Inn, in Halibx, on Saturday 
next the 3rd of September, at 3 o'clock in the Afternoon ; or by applying to any of 
the Committee the Week following, In order that they may send in their Prop<Kal5 
(sealed up) to the Committee, on Saturday, the loth Day of September at 3 o'clock 
in the Afternoon," 

Later, on 20th December, 1774, another warning appears :— 

Hall Committee as well. The meetings were held at the Talbot Inn, the house of the UniOD Club 
But there had beeo an old f;rievance between Mr. Caygill and the Club, which was not forgotten 
and the site proffered by (he merchant was not wholly acceptable to certain parties. Hence the 
allusion to the apposition manifested to the Talbol Croft, in the ballad o[ "Joanna Sntor" 
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"To THE Manufacturers and Subscribers op the Intended 
Piece- Hall, in Halifax. 

You have a Plan of your intended Piece Hall, made by a Native of this town," 
which has undergone much Inspection, and has, I believe, your approbation before 
all others yet inspected. If it is put into Execution it will be useful, elegant and 
pliun ; and I apprehend may be finished with the money subscribed, provided you 
employ no more of the Gentlemen- Architects : if you do consider to employ them, 
I fear too much of your subscriptions will be spent before you have adequate work 
done ; and I may safely prophecy, before the whole be completed, you will have to 
subscribe afresh. The confusion and inconvenience that a circumstance of this sort 
would occasion, is obvious to any man of common sense. 

I am informed that you have a Plan sent for a Circular Building, which, if put 
into Execution will be attended with the following disadvantages, viz, — 

(i.) A Circular Building will lose about one-fifth of the ground so generously 
^ven. 

(2.) A Circular Building to decline as the ground does, will have no right lines : 
. every window, door, and course of masonry must consequently be attended with 



,(3.) The passages betwixt the shops will always be down or uphill ; and the 
fall of the ground, exceeding 1 inches per yard, part of the shops of 9 ft. broad, must 
be higher on one side than on the other, by 6 inches or more. All the shops will 
have their proportionate decline. 

(4.) No light can be had In a right line in these circular passages : therefore 
they are supposed to be lighted over doors, and all that can be obtained in that way 
will be deficient. 

(5.) The Wood-work will be attended with more expense. 

(6.) The roof will not have equal bearing ; and it cannot be done at so easy an 
expense as the roof of a square building. With regard to its appearance it will be 
rendered disagreeable by its considerable declension parallel to the ground ; it will 
have a barren uniformity, and be totally destitute of that elegant simplicity which 
should adorn the Manufacturers' Halt. 

All that I have further to add is to advise you to compare the Plans, and judge 

with impartiality. When you have seriously entered into the merits of them, I do 

not doubt you will agree with me in giving preference to that of your own Townsman. 

I am. Gentlemen, Yours, &c., A Manufacturer." 

Halifax, Dec. 7; 1774, 

This letter may possibly have had something to do in bringing forth the following 
advertisement : 

" Halifax, Jat%mvy 25tk, 1775. 

" The Committee for building a Piece Hall has this day Received a Petition 
signed by a considerable number of Subscribers, setting forth that they had seen a 
Plan of a Hall of which they approved, and praying that a General Meeting may be 
called for the Purpose of taking the same into Consideration, do hereby appoint the 
same shall be held on Saturday the nth Day of February next at The Talbot, at 3 
o'clock in the Afternoon. Thomas Simpson, Clerk." 

What plans were discussed is not clear but there does not seem to have been 
much delay for on May 2nd lenders are called for : 

* Thomas Bradley, Engineer to the Calder and Hebble Navigation, 
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"Piece Hall. Halifax. April 15, 1775: — To Masons. 

The Committee, having decided to build One-Fourth Part of the Hall invite 
Tenders from Masons for the Work to be done. 

Apply to Mr. Simpson, Clerk, on or before the eleventh of May next, at The 
Talbot, in Halifax, at 9 o'clock in the Forenoon, when the Committee will meet to 
Lett the same." 

Then on the 13th June a simitar advertisement appears addressed to Carpenters 
and Joiners whose estimates must be in on or before the 37th June. Finally on the 
14th Nov. 1775, there is a Notice of Prosecution of those subscribers who had not 
yet paid their subscriptions. 

By the first day of December 1778 the building was ready for occupation. The 
opening preparations and ceremonies having been described by the late F. A. 
Leyland in his cheery style I give them here in his own words. "*- 

" The opening, which was settled to take place for the sale of goods on the 2nd of 
January, 1779. But although the actual day of the opening of the Hall was thus 
determined upon for business, it being the market day, permission had been granted by 
the Committee to make a general public demonstration on the New Year's Day, which, 
being a customary holiday of all classes, afforded them the opportunity of celebrating 
the Completion of the Manufacturers' Hall in their own way. The Committee, indeed, 
as well as the people, — apart from the requirements of commerce, of whatever 
moment they might be to manufacturers and mercantile men, — took a wider view of 
the erection of the Hall. They saw in it a mighty and noble work, which not only 
distinguished their native parish firom every other in the kingdom, but they regarded 
it also as a pleasure resort, on occasions, to them and their children for time to come. 
It is indeed told with what admiration all regarded the beautiful and imposing edi&ce 
that had been raised in their midst. They were, it is said supremely satisfied when 
they looked upon its cream-coloured arcades, pillars and rustic piers, contrasting 
grandly with the dark green elevation which formed the background, rendered darker 
still by the plantation of holly, fir, and hazel which had been set there by the 
gentlemen of the town, on the sudden slope of the hill that rose some 400 ft. above 
the ridge of the eastern roof of the spacious quadrangle. 

The acquiescence of the committee had been made known some weeks before 
the event, and the workmen in the various trades that had agreed to take part in the 
intended demonstration, actively employed themselves in preparing for the opening 
of the Hall. As the day approached, all were encouraged by the unusual clemancy 
and mildness of the season to hope for fine weather. Many could point to berries on 
the gooseberry-trees in their gardens, and others could show broods of goslings, 
which had but just been hatched in their poultry- houses. These extraordinary 
circumstances appear in the papers of the time. Every thing was propitious. The 
morning arrived ; and, long before day, troops of people from distant villages 
hastened, under the stars which shone brilliantly, to the town. Multitudes were on 
foot, while others were on horseback, many of whom had their wives behind them, 
cheerily and chattily shortening the distance by joke and pleasantry. The crowds 
that entered the town observed that the innkeepers had been early astir ; for through 
the windows of the hostels, huge fires blazing on the hearths lighted up the streets, 
and dimmed the feeble oil-lamps which, in cold and distant relationship, had, here 
and there, made darkness visible in the long night before. And as the day dawned, 
• HaUfax CourUr 18S7. 
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it became apparent how well the inhabitants had, themselves, prepared for the 
occasion which had called so many people together. The timbers of the ancient 
overhanging houses in the streets had been newly painted in colours of black, brown, 
and maroon, the interstices in each case being white, and the buildings presented a 
new and gay appearance. The people were delighted with the cbeerfjl, quaint, and 
lightsome aspects of the streets, and their own glad looks were repeated in the 
decorations of banners and evergreens which the holiday and the occasion had 
encouraged the townsfolk to make. 

It had been arranged that the workmen of the various trades should assemble, 
accompanied by their masters, in the Piece Hall, in the forenoon ; and the 
ambulatories of the pile were filled with ladies and gentlemen, for whom seats had 
been prepared, whence they could witness the arrival of the various boniies of workers 
with their badges and such uniforms as they might assume. The most striking and 
conspicuous of these bodies was that of the Wool-combers, who presented, as was 
admitted, a very handsome appearance. The picturesque costume of the English 
people had not yet faded away ; men still wore three-cornered hats, wigs, long-bodied 
coats, breeches, buckled at the knees, and buckled shoes. This costume of our great- 
^andfathers has been made familiar to us by the genius of Hogarth & Rowlandson. 
But the Halifax Woolcombers wore on this occasion, under their three-cornered hats, 
wigs made of snow-white wool, which they themselves had carded ; and the men 
were decorated with sashes of deep blue and white, which, harmonising with their 
coats of claret, blue, green, red, and tawny, with facings of various tints, added 
picturesqueness and beauty to the scene. 

. Before noon, the whole of the trades which were to form the procession through 
the town had arrived and had been marshalled in the order they were designed to 
take. Headed by various bands of music, they left the Hall by the Northern portal, 
and reaching the Talbot, they turned down the street by the ancient houses, to the 
Smithy-Stake. Thence, to the right, they passed the Crispin Inn, and the mansion 
of Lady Ligonier. Thence again, down by the Causey Head, and passing the Alms- 
houses of Nathaniel Waterhouse, and those of the widows Hopkinson and Crowther, 
they reached the Vicarage, of late, a two-storied limbered house of several gables. 
Arriving at the Lower Kirkgate, where ancient dwellings stood, the procession 
ascending the Cripplegate, passed the Mulcture Hall, whence, at Smithy Stake, it 
ascended the Winding Road, at the top of which it turned into the Northgate, under 
many ancient gabled buildings. Reaching the Old Market Place, the procession con- 
tinued its march up the Crown-street under the overhanging dwellings, decorated for the 
occasion as before mentioned. Thence it passed the old Linen-hall, and ascended 
Silver Street to Bull Green and Banim Top. From thence down Stone-trough Lane 
[present Fountain Street] the long procession reached Ward's End, and pacing 
along Southgate, by the once great house of Sir Henry Savile [now the " Old Cock "] 
entered the Com Market. Here the rows exhibited their exquisitely carved oaken 
posts, barge boards, and constructional timbers, gaily painted and gilded, and with 
the galleries hung heavily with variegated thom, mistletoe, and holly, presented a 
picture of architecture and decorative art and skill difficult do describe. Passing 
through this thoroughfare, the procession again reached the Old Market, where it had 
been arranged that the various trades, which had taken part in the festivities, should 
disperse. The streets had been crowded through the entire route: and so large a 
concourse of people in the town had not been known for many years. 
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But the celebration did not end here. A grand display was to take place in the 
Hall on the same evening, for many had desired to see the marvellous edifice, when 
darkness had closed over it, lighted up, at brief intervals, by coloured fires. There- 
fore, one Signor Petro, an Italian pyrotechnist, had been engaged for the occasion 
and the following programme of the fireworks which illumined the Halt and the 
fair faces of the lookers-on, over a hundred years ^o, was issued, and a copy may 
interest our readers : — 

" Halifax 
Grand Fire Works, 

On Friday next, ist January, the day preceding the opening of the Manufac- 
turers' Hall, at Halifax, the celebrated Signor Petro, an Italian Artist, will exhibit 
a set of Fireworks ; — 

Then is given a long list of set pieces, ending with ' A beautiful Egyptian 
Pyramid, illuminated with spiral wheels, globes, and vertical wheels, to be set on fire 
by a pigeon. The fireworks will be exhibited in the Court of the said Piece Hall, 
the doors opened at five, and begin exactly at six o'clock. Admission One Shilling. 
Tickets to be had at the White Lion, Old Cock, White Swan, Cross, Lower George, 
Talbot, and at the Printing Office (Darby's), N.B. — In order to accommodate the 
ladies and gentlemen, and prevent confusion, no person will be admitted without a 
ticket.' 

Such were the proceedings at the public opening of the Halifax Piece Hall, on 
the New Year's Day of 1779 ; and it cannot he called in question that although the 
edifice had been the work of a privileged body of manufacturers and merchants, the 
general public exulted greatly at its successful completion, one and all regarding it 
as an honour to the town and parish of which they were inhabitants. Hence they 
came in their strength to make this manifestation of their feeling. 

On the morning of the Market day, 2nd January, before the bell rang for the 
commencement of business, a group of ladies, manufacturers, merchants and gentle- 
men assembled at the northern gate, when the ponderous doors were opened by a 
Silver key which had been provided for the purpose. Many congratulations passed 
between the bystanders on the completion of the pile, and on the extraordinary 
beauty and commodiousness of the whole. Sincere hopes were also expressed that 
future generations would know how to appreciate a work which had involved so 
much labour and thought, and on which high genius had expended its priceless gifts. 
One said, indeed, that he would not mar the happiness of the moment by even 
surmising that ever ignorance and presumption would be permitted to devote to base 
and foul uses, the noble edifice they had raised."* 

At the time of the opening the following particulars and song were published by 
E. Jacob, the well-known Halifax Printer r — 

"The Halifax Piece Hall. 
Copy of a Song 

Sung at the Opening of the Manufacturers' Hall, in Halifax, January tst, 1779. 

Details of the cost of the Building, taken from the estimate of the Manufacturers' 
Hall, in Halifax, by Samuel and John Hope, 1775. 

* In one copy of Jacob's Hiilory I find after the printed words " It was first opened on the znd 
of January, 1779." the following note in old tehioned handwriting " m mkkk day thert nu a 
ImUKdeia storm oj wati and rain." 
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These Estimates were for the North, East, South and West sides respectively. 

£ s. d. 

North Side ii95o 17 8 

East Side 2,815 18 iij 

South Side 1,923 12 iij 

West Side 1,770 9 2} 

^8460 18 9i 
The Porter's Lodge outside the Hall, and a room under the Arcade, brought 
the total cost to ^9,692 os. 1 1^. 

Superintending and contingencies were reckoned at ^100 for each side. 
The cost was met in this way : — Donation on condition of building the Hall in 
this place, £"840. There are 315 Rooms. These were taken at a subscription of 
/28 4s. od., though as the Treasurer says, "at the upshot there were about 6 or 8 
sold by auction, which did not muke full £■2% 4s. od." The Treasurer was out of 
pocket on presenting his account, "about £1." * 
A Song. 
Sung at the Opening of the Manufacturers' Hall, in Halifax, January 2nd., 1779. 



When Adam And his Consort Eve, 

Lived in a Garden fair, 
They dressed themselvei Id Green-Flg-Leaves, 

For want of better wear : 
But we. their Sons, are wiser grown, 

Than Leaves of Figa to pull ; 
We clothe ourselves from Head lo Foot, 
With ever honour'd Wool. 
Chorus. 
God save King Geonce, and bless oar Trade, 

Lei not oar prayers be vain. 
May all our Foes to Friends be tum'd, 
And Peace and Plenty reign. 

O let us not forget the good 

The worthy Bishop Blaze, 
Who came from Jeraey here to ua. 

As ancient Histr'y says 
He taught lis how to Comb our Wool, 

The Source of all our Wealth, 
Then let us still remember him. 

While we have Life and Health. 
God save King George, Ac. 

Now our Desires are crowned by ' Hope ' 

We'll be no longer seen 
Dispeis'd around in every Street, 

As heretofore we've been ; 
But to a Hall whose beauty vies 

With Palaces of Old, 
Our Handy-work shall now be I>rought 

And straight be turned to Gold. 
God save King Geoi^e, Sk. 

• The Halifax Antiquarian Society has quite recently published an interesting comparison of the 
price« paid for labour and material in 1776-8 ft 1906 : but its pamphlet does not give the real aulhor's 



To bim now let our Thanks be paid, 

(At once he's good and great) 
^^lio gave the ground whereon to build 

Fair Manufacture's Seat ; 
O 1 may the Building stand as long 

As shall his Fatne be known. 
And may our Industry be blest. 

And Riches tie the Crown. 

God save King George, &c. 

Come ye, who oft' in Council met 

To raise your future Fame, 
And ye. from whom our noble Hall 

Is honoured with a Name. 
And ye, whose lab'ring Hands have rais'd 

The Colonnade so gay, 
All, All, with Joy of Heart, come share 

The Glory of this Day. 

God save King George, &c. 

Then let us all, with one Accord, 

With open Heart agree, 
The young, the old, the high, the low, 

To spend this Day with Glee. 
Join in the Chorus, lift your Voice, 

Join with me, one and all. 
Then shall ye drink in Sparkling Ale, 

Success t' our noble Hall. 

God save King George, ftc" 



yGoogle 



2i8 Notes on Old Halifax — The Genesis of the Halifax Manufaditrers' Hall. 

There was, however, evidently, no good approach to the Hall, hence the 
following notice was issued : — 

"To The Owners 

OF THE 

Manufacturers' Hall in Halifax Take Notice, 
That AppUcation will be made to his Majesty's Court of King's Bench, on the 
first day of the ensuing Michaelmas Term, or so soon after as Counsel can be heard 
for a Writ of Mandamus, to compel you to give directions to the Trustees appointed 
by an Act of Parliament lately passed, for vesting Part of a certain Close called 
Shack Field^ otherwise Vicar's Field, Parcel of the Lands belonging to the Vicarage 
of Halifax, in the County of York, in Trustees for the purpose of making a con- 
venient Road from a. Street called South-Gate, in the Town of Halifax, over and 
through the said Close, to the Public Hall lately erected in the said Town of 
Halifax, called the Manufacturers' Hall, and to enable the Vicar of the Parish of 
Halifax and his successors, to grant Building Leases of the other parts of the said 
Close, and for other purposes therein mentioned, pursuant to the said Act, to the 
Intent that a new Way or Road may be forthwith laid out, opened, and made at 
your Expense, from the said Street called South-Gate in Halifax, in, through, and 
over the said Close, to, and into the said Hall, according to the said Act of Parlia- 
ment, and also to compel you to pay the Costs of the said Application. Dated the 
Ninth Day of October, 1782. Robert Parker." 

The market hours for the sale of pieces were from lo-o to 12-0 a.m., so that 
those manufacturers who lived far out on the hills would have to travel all night, or 
have to start very early in the morning. Each tenant, besides having his " room " 
or " shop " in the Hall, had also his " Inn," where he put up his pack-horses, had 
his meals, and met bis customers to settle business matters after the market hours 
were closed. The bell, over the principal— the western — gate, with a golden-Seece 
as a wind or weather guide, was rung at lo-o and at 12-0 noon, and no business 
was to be done either before lo-o or after 12-0, on pain of penalties. 

Eight Years after the opening of the Hall — in 1787 — E. Jacobs and T. 
Taylor, of Halifax, published a pamphlet, entitled, — " A Directory of the Manu- 
^turers' Hall in Hallux." The pamphlet has a distinct historic value to the town, 
giving, as it does, the names of all the tenants, though unfortunately not all the 
addresses. In a recent "Halifax Guardian Historical Almanack," the names of these 
tenants are all transcribed, and an attempt made to identify the greater part of them. 

In 17S7, it appears, of the 315 rooms comprising the Hall, 293 were occupied, 
and 22 empty. Of the 293 occupied, the town of Halifax and its numerous 
surrounding townships accounted for 253, and the other 40 were occupied by 
manufacturing clothiers from other towns and villages. These included Bradford, 
Burnley, Bingley, Colne, Cultingworth, Haworth, Keighley, Kildwick, Pendle, 
Skipton, and Sutton -in- Craven. 

The bottom story of the Hall was callsd " The Rustic ; " the second story, 
" The Arcade ; " and the third, " The Colannade." Each tenant had this inform- 
ation printed on his invoices and correspondence -sheets, with an intimation that 
letters might be addressed to him there or at the Inn he stayed at in the town. For 
instance, John Murgatroyd, of Warley, occupied No. 18 room, in " The Rustic," 
and put up at " The Old Cock." 



Digitized by 



Google 



Th Genesis of the Halifax Manufacturers' Hall. 219 

These were fine times for the hosts of old inns in Halifax ; especially so for 
" The Talbot," and others nearest the Hall : and Hallux, in those days, must have 
presented many very busy and picturesque scenes in the streets and around the inns. 

These were the days of home-spinning and handtoom- weaving ; and the 
manufacturers, or their representatives, had to travel along the lonely and rough 
pack-horse roads over the rugged moorland hills north west and south of Hallux, 
especialty those who came from Lancashire. This stream of trade has left its mark 
on the Inns such as the Pack Horse Inn of which there are not a few. At these 
Inns it is said, when often, as a string of pack-horses stopped to bait and rest, the 
children delightedly cried : — - 

" Pack-horsea, pack-hoisei ; What time o' day ? 
One o'clock, two o'clock, g^lop away I " 
In summer, such travelling, accompanied with the jingling of the bells on the 
horses' heads, may have been pleasant— but in winter the greatest hardships had to 
be braved by both man and beast. 

In the West Riding Directory for 1830, the then tenants of the Hall 
rooms were further distinguished, besides " manufacturers," as " spinners," " cloth- 
man u bet urers," and "spinners and manufacturers." These, of course, were the 
early days of mule-spinning by power — steam as well as water — and of the power- 
loom. From this time, gradually but surely, the old spinning wheels, in hall, 
homestead and cottage, ceased their humming, and the old looms their clacking. 
But, as yet, these old yeomen— clothier manufacturers travelled the hills in the old 
ways, for the railway system was then only " in the air." 

Trade in the Hall was carried on vigorously until about the early forties when 
it gradually dwindled away from causes which do not concern us here. But no doubt 
when the Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway advanced Eastward from Manchester 
into Yorkshire, and the main-line was taken to Normanton, instead of through 
Halifax to Bradford .and Leeds, so that Halifax was allowed to become isolated, 
the piece-trade head-quarters must have suffered considerably. 

The Hall has been often used on the occasion of the Old York County, and 
Halifax Borough Elections, and the famed Halifax Sunday School Jubilees have 
been held there many times. 

It is now, and has been since 1876, the property of the County Borough of 
Halifax and is used as a wholesale fish and vegetable market, and, within its once 
greensward area, unsightly storehouses are erected. The 315 rooms are now used 
as lumber chambers and workshops ; and in two instances on the East Side, in the 
Colonnade, as pigeon-cotes ! These, and fish curers, old furniture and marine-store 
dealers, and a host of others, have ruined its former grandeur. 
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The accompanying illustration* is a pen and ink sketch of an oil {minting 
representing a view of Halifax taken at the end of the eighteenth century, and was 
painted by N. T. Fielding, father of Copley Fielding, R.A. The original possessor 
was Mr. John Whiteley, of Winding Road, the grandfather of the present possessor, 
Mr. J. Whiteley Ward. It was engraved for Jacob's History of Halifax; a copy of 
the picture is to be seen in Bankfield Museum. The special point of interest in the 
picture lies in the fact that it represents a view of Halifax from the north-west, a 
point of view seldom taken up by those who have given us illustrations of the town. 

The following notes, kindly supplied to me by the owner, will explain the 
various buildings, &c., shewn ; — 

I. The Mount, with garden, Haley Hill, the residence of the late Dr. Muncaster ; 
formerly occupied by William Haigh, brother of Geo. Haigh, of Bermerside. 

3. Folly Hall, belonged to the Lister family in the seventeenth century. The 
hillside upon which it stood was known as the Haines. 

3. The Wood on Beacon Hill. About sixty years ago this was a resort of 
Halifax boys bent on birds' nesting, while the slope was covered with blue-belts in 
the spring. 

4. Old Bank, the packhorse road to Bradford. 
3. Southowram Bank. 

6. The Parish Church, 

7. The old North Bridge, taken down in 1870. 
■ From Thi Haii/ax NatKraUsl. 
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8. The residence of Mr. Jonathan Akroyd, at the bottom of North Parade. 
Old people still speak of this street as the " Needless," in consequence of popular 
opinion, at the time it was laid out, considering it to be unnecessary, 

9. The residence of Mr. Dickenson Eddlestone. 

10. Bowling Dyke Bridge crossing the Hebble Brook, which sixty-five years 
ago was vulgarly called " Pig Beck" from the custom of the drovers washing their 
pigs there prior to the Saturday's Pig Market. " Boy Well " was a natural spring 
situated immediately on the east side of Bowling Dyke Bridge. The dwellers at 
Haley Hill, Range Bank, New Bank, etc., used to draw their supply of fresh water 
from this source, conveying it away in cans on donkeys. 

11. Blue Ball Inn. 

12. Residence of Mr. Jas. Wild, brother in law of the first John Crossley (John 
Crossley & Sons Ltd.) 

13. Jimmy Lane. 



A WAIL PAINTING AT 



Fig. 80.— A characterislic painting of the middle of ihe XVth Century, on a w.-iU of a chamber 
at High Sunderland, the property of Mr. J. Whiteley Ward. The buikiini; itself dates back to 
about 1410. and has (he samepattern of fireplaces as those in Shibden Hall and the House at Ihe 
May Pole. The building was "faced" in the lime of James 1. 
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CHAPTER V. 

BINMS' DRAWINGS. 

These consist of a set of Reproductions of Pencil Drawings made by T. Binns 
in the years 1841-1856. Binns was a well known artist in his day. He painted the 
poitraits of many of the leadinfr inhabitants of Halifax and the neighbourhood. The 
Pencil Drawings were photographed many years ago by Mr, J. Whiteley Ward, 
through whose kind permission Ihey are here reproduced. What has become of the 
originals is not known. 



Fig. 81.— "Old Houses in Crown Street, Halifax." Drawn in 1842, This view is looking iJowq 
towards the House at llie Maypole, then known as I.ofthouse's and afterwards as Dyer's Druggist 
Shop, now re-erected at Shihden, and named Daisybank. The second house on the right was thai 
of Slyring, Tea Dealer. &c. 
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Fig. 83.— ■' In Swan Coppice." Drawn in 1841. The Town Hall of Halifan stands on this si 
Attached to this building was a Uowling Green. 
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Binns' Drawings. 



Fig. 84.— Garden View of Gateway. High Sunderland. Halilax. Drawn in iSit 



DigilizcdbyGoOt^Ic 



226 Notes on Old Halifax— Btms' Dramngs. 



Fig. S5 —Front Porch. High Sunderland. Halifax. Drawing undated. 



DigilizcdbyGoOt^Ic 



Fir. 86.— ■' Rooks," Hipperholme, near Halifax. Dra 
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7. — " Lower Rooks," Hipperholme, near Halifax. Drawn in 1846. 
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Fig. 88. — HoDument of Arcbbiihop Tillotaon, in Sowerby Church. Drawn in 183G. 
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Fig. Sg— Woodland Hali, Sowerby. Drawn in 1S55. 
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Fig. 90. — Doorway of Hartshead Church, near Brighouse. Drawn in 1844. 
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Fig. 91. — Base of Cellic Cross, near Harishead Church, Brighouse. Drawing undated. The 

Dimensions, which do not come out clearly in (he reproduction, are : width at base, 3ft. 6in. ; thick- 
ness at base, lit. jin. ; height, 4(1. gin. ; on the drawing over the slot on lop of the West Face are 
apparently (he words "at foot II inches." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

LAST CEKTURY. 

UDIES' HAIR DRESSING. 



Fig. 92— Portrait of Misa King (afterwards Mrs, Scotl) governess al The Shay to the elder Misa 
Rasvsons, said to have been a very charming lady. The portrait was taken by a brother of Miss 
King's fianc^. In (he distance is Caygills Walk leading up 10 The Shay, or Shay Hall as it is called 
on Mrs. Jeremiah Rawson's visiting cards. Hope House (now called Hope Hall) is seen peeping 
out behind The Shay on the right. Lent me by the late Miss E. S. Rawson and Mrs. Inglis, 
daughters of Mis. Jeremiah Rawson. 
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The following is a reprint of an advertisement sheet date about I'/go and is 
interesting as throwing light on some of the hair and face preparations used in former 
days. The spieliing of the word tate (French tcte) is ingenious ! 

TO THE LADIES 

New-invented Cushions for Ladies to dress their 

own Hair upon without Pins 

Sold by JONATHAN BOOTH, Halifax 

Which are far different and superior to any others, as they are not only very light 

and firm to the Head without, slipping back, but will of themselves, without the f^use 

of] Pins, always keep up the Hair in a neat, easy, and elegant Shape and Form ; so 

that L[adies may in a] few minutes dress their own Hair. 

Makes entire whole Tates and To[upees] 
So as not to be distinguished from Nature itself. 

LIKEWISE VERY FINE 

Long Hair for Neck Curls, Tails, Braids [&c.] 
Variety of new-fashioned Bows or Curls, as a Finish for the Back o [f the head] 
and every other Article that is used in Haib Dressing, at the very Lowes [t Prices] 

Alio, The improved MILK OF ROSES 

Which will almost instantly take off all Kinds of Freckles and Tan, is the greatest 

Cleanser and BeautJIier of the Skin ever invented, and as harmless in its Effects as 

common Milk. 

Likewise, sells all Sorts of the very best 

FOREIGN AND ENGLISH PERFUMERY, vis. 



White Almond Wash-balls, 
that will smooth aud 
whiten the Skin, and 
prevent it from choping 

Cream Ditto 

Ean Sans Pareille 

De Sultane 

De Bouquet 

De Jasmine 

De Mille Fleurs 

Miss in her Teens 

Essence de Burgamot 

Essence of Lavender 

Essence of Lemon 

POMADES in Rolls, as 

Pomade de Rose 

Pomade de Mille Fleurs 

Pomade de Duches 

Pomade de Marchale 

Pomade Common 

POMADES Soft, as 

Pomade de Rose 

Pomade de Mille Fleur 

Pomade de Duchesse 



A Composition to take off 
superfluous Hairs from 
the Fore-Head and Eye- 
Brows 

A Pomatum that destroys 
Nitts in the Hair, with- 
out the least Detriment 
to the Person 

Odoriferous Tooth-powder 

Greenough's Tincture 

Proper Toothbrushes 

Court Plaister 

Spanish Wool 

Lip Salve 

Gentlemen's Silk Fillets for 
the Hair 

Bathing Caps 

Dressing Combs of all Sorts 

Swan-Down Puffs 

Powder Bags and Boxes 

Shaving Boxes 

Toupee Irons 

Powder Knives 

Black Silk Roses 
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Ladies' Hair Dressing. 



Fig. 94. 
" Toppins." Ariificial fringes, worn io Haliiax in the 
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Pomade de Marchale Wool for d g Ladies 

Pomade de Orange Hair 

Pomade Common Red Moroc 

Pink Powder roll up, and 

Brown Powder zors, Coml>s, &c. 

Marchale Powder Rollers for the Hair 

Violet Powder Black Pins, all Sizes 

Common Powder Polished R 

Bears Grease, which makes Straps for that will 

the Hair grow thick, and keep the hair in good order 

prevents it from falling without the use of a 

off Hone 

-,,* LADIES AND GENTLEMENS Hair dressed upon the shortest Notice; or 

any Ladv or Gentleman sending a Pattern of their Hair, may depend 
on being served with greatest Care and Dispatch. 

This was in the times when men wore wigs and when ladies spent a good deal 
more on their coiffure than they have time to at present 

In the portrait of Miss King (Fig 92) taken about 1826 we see some of the 
extravagancies of hair dressing from which we are not quite free to this day. The 
lady had evidently plenty of "Toppins" as the word Toiipet (see Figs. 93 & 94) is 
pronounced locally. Perhaps to obviate the apparent bareness of the neck caused 
by the high head-dressing the lady has long pendant earrings, for details of which 
see Figs. 101 to 107. 



LADIES' FASHIONABLE HATS IN 1827. 



iFig gj.— Curled York Cottage. 



Fig. 96, — The Marchioness. 



Fig. 98.— Chiaese Hat. 



F'B' 99- — Boulogne 
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Halifax Family Earrings. 

HALIFAX FAMILY EARRINGS. 

In the possession of Mr. Henry Lonsdale. 



Fig. loi.— Imitation Mother Fig, loi— Agate, Length. Fir. 103.— Gold. Length, 

of Pearl, Length, ij in. zj in. without hook, ij in. 



Fig 104— Gold. 

LeDgth. without hook, 

Hi in. 




In the early days of the XIX Century when the Halifax ladies went out in the 
day time they wore bonnets as shewn in Figs. 95-100, which by no manner of 
excuse can be called elegant. Some such bonnets are still in existence in Halifax. 
Bonnets were much prized ; and the late Miss E. S. Rawson told me she remembered 
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Notes on Oij> Halifax — Ladies' FashionabU Hats in 1827. 



Fig. loS—Cullichi. Height 14 iacbes. This one 
belonged to Eliz. Preston, (aunt of the late 
Miss E. S. Rawson and Mrs. Inglis,) who died 
in lS62, aged 84 years. Bankfiild Muitam. 




¥if,. no — Double Tally lions and Stand, Ba«kfiili Miusiiim. 
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quite in her early childhood her father coming from London in the usual post chaise 
bringing the girls some bonnets. It was an event spoken of long afterwards ! 

When Halifax ladies went out at night to parties in a Sedan chair, they wore 
what was called a CaUecke (Fig. 108) to protect their head dress or turban. 

When the ladies went to bed they wore carefully goffered night caps and to 
obtain these stiff frilJings " Tally " (Italian) Irons were used. The irons were heated 
in the fire and inserted in their moulds on top of a stand. The heat from the hot 
iron heated the mould, the starched frill was then bent over it until the frilling was 
stiff. A rare form of Tally iron for stiffening the cap itself into the required globular 
shape is shewn in Fig, log. In this case hot lumps of iron were placed in a brass 
hollow spherical receptacle which they warmed, and the soft damped starched cap was 
pressed over the closed receptacle until it stiffened. 



POT-HOWGANS SLIP WARE. 



Fi^. Ill — Plate Basket. In the possession of Mrs. Bethiah Sutclifle, 

One would hardly expect to hear that HaliTax had in the past possessed an 
industry in a small way without letting all [he world know about it. But so it is. 
In so far as I can ascertain there is no reference to Hahfax Pottery in any likely 
publication, nor have I found any specimens of this pottery in other Museums. How- 
ever this class of pot called Slipware has been made for many years at a pottery 
known as Pot-Howcans near Ovenden, Halifax. The pottery, which was started at 
the end of the Seventeenth Century did not make this ware at the outset and ceased to 
make it about fifteen to twenty years ago. The accompanying illustrations will give 
a good idea of the designs of the pots which possess most of the characteristics of 
this ware as made in other parts of England. Voung people about to be married 
would order loving cups, or residents would order special articles to send to their friends. 
The Knife and Fork Basket illustrated in Fig. iii is an exceptionally well finished 
piece in a very well preserved condition. Besides the fancy articles common cups, 
saucers, plates, &c., for daily use were largely manufactured, Pot-Howcans do not 
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240 Notes on Old Halifax — Pot-Howcans Slip Ware. 

appear to have made the well known puzzle jug with its filigree neck and the pipe for 
the liquid running up the l)ack and round the top rim. There were other potteries in 
Halifax and the neighbourhood, but whether they made this Slipware I have not 
been able to ascertain. All the illustrations Figs, iii to 123 are from ware in 
Bankfield Museum. 



-Stand. Height, 5^ in. 



Fig. 113.— Tea Caddy, Height, 4I ii 
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Pol-Howcans Slip Ware. 



Fig. 114. — Loving Cup. Height, gj ii 



Fig. 115. — Tobacco Box. Date about 1850. 
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Fig. ii6. — Loving Cup, Height. 51 in. 



Fig. 117. —Four Handled Loving Cup, 
Marked Bethiah Sharp Jan. 1849. Height. C 
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Pot-Howcans Slip Wart. 



Fig. ii8.~Money Boi with i slots in top. Th 
Front represents Chest of Drawers. Height. ^\ ir 



Fig. 119, — Marked Emi 
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Fig. izo.—Doubte Spouled Teapol. Marked A. Taylor, 
Over Darwia. Lancashire. L^end : Do not milk me dry. 
Dated tSS/, between spoats. Height. 6^ in. overall. 



—Two Handled Mng. Marked 1886. 
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Pot-Howcans Slip Ware. 



Fig. 122. — Marked Robert and Sarah Knight. Feb. qth, 
)886. Three (rogs inside. Height, 5J in. 



Fig. 123. — Plaque. I.ength, 
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Fig. 120.— Double Spouted TeapoL Marked A. Taylor, 
Over DarwiD, Lancashire. Legend : Do not milk me dry. 
Dated 1887. between spouts. Height. 6^ in. overall. 



a Handled Mug. Marked 1SS6. 
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Fig. m.— Marked Robert and Sarah Knight, Feb. glh, 
iSSe. Three frogs inside. Heigbl, sgin. 



Fig, 123. — Plaque. length. 
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BULL BAITING. 



Fi|[. 124. — Staffordshire Jug wilh the Letjend " Halifax Ox 
AND Bdll Act. Anything done contrary to this Act will get a 
severe lossini; from our nob'e selves." Height 4^111- In the 
possession of (he Aulhor. 

The jug is white Staffordshire Ware, date about 1790, The flowers and leaves 
on the upper portion are raised ; the rose is coloured pink and the tulip and the third 
flower terra cotta, the leaves a light green. On the lower portion the illustratioD 
and legend are transfer, the bull on the left hand side being coloured terra cotta and 
the other one almost purple, the foliage and part of the grass is coloured the 
light green of the leaves above and the rest of the grass a pale yellow. The 
border line top and bottom and the decoration on the handle is of a chocolate colour. 
In contour it resembles Pratts' jugs but the sides appear to bulge a little more, so 
that it hasa more elegant appearance ; the spout has a somewhat more pronounced 
beak shape and is more elongated. The jug has no blue colouring whatever. The 
decoration on both sides is identical except that on the one side owing to the transfer 
being placed a little too high up, the word Ox & and [>art of the word Bull do not 
appear. 

This jug was purchased amongst other articles from an old house in Halifax 
within the last twelvemonths. The question is what do the illustration and legend 
refer to? Perhaps they refer to some local regulations concerning bull baiting; 
perhaps the jugs were made for a Club or for the Order of Buffaloes. Halifax like 
other towns had its Bull King.* I have not any description of bull baiting in Halifax 
but the following short account given me by the late Mr. Henry Wright, the 
* But it was called the Bull Green. 
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Halifax Centenarian, previously referred to may serve as a substitute. Mr. Wright 
described to me what he saw at Stamford about the year 1820 ; — When the 
time came ail the windows on the ground floor were covered up and doors 
fastened ; the gentry from the surrounding country came into the town dressed 
in blue, and looked upon the scene from the upper windows. The object was 
to drive the bull across the bridge {which divides Lincolnshire from Northampton- 
shire). The first bull was provided by the butchers, and if this bull was driven 
across then the next class of tradesmen, linendrapers or upholsterers, or whoever 
they might be, had to supply another bull. Sometimes a subscription bull 
was provided. People were frequently tossed and occasionally killed. If the 
butchers' bull was killed the butchers had the right to the carcase, but if it was a 
subscription bull every one had a right to a piece. The fights that ensued in the 
struggles for ever so small a morsel were perfectly barbarous, and, from the description 
Mr. Wright gave me, resembled the scenes European travellers in Africa describe 
when a hippopotamus or elephant has been killed and the natives throw themselves 
greedily on to the carcase. At the school at this time someone had broken down some 
of the 9 ft. high palings of the playground and so all the boys got out to see the 
sport and Mr. Wright added that being chased, as he thought, by the bull he 
almost ran across the river I 

OLD DOMESTIC UTENSILS. 




Fig. 125 — Iron moald and pewter spoon made therein. Bankfiild AfNnwn. 
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In former days the inhabilants of small townships and especially the farmers, had 
to rely upon their own resources for their domestic and other requirements having 
for instance to do their own spinning and weaving, make their own candles, &c. 
But it would appear that itinerant vendors and makers of other commodities eked 



Fig. ti6— Thible or Woodso Porridge Stirring Stick. Length 11} inches. Bankfield Mainai. 
out the home supply. Thus itinerant spoonmakers used to call at houses and melt 
down old pewter plates, teapots, etc. into spoons. The moulds (Fig, 125) were put 
together in an upright position and lapped round with strips of calico and tied firmly 
with string. The smelter look a thick cloth in his hand and without further preparation 
poured the molten metal into the moulds through the hole at the top. As soon as cool 
enough to handle the spoon was taken out, fettled and polished a bit. The smelter 
besides his payment retained any of the metal which remained over. It is said forks 
were also made in the same way. 




. 128 — Toasting Bull from a farm near Rastrick. 
Height 17} inches. Biutkfitld M»sium. 

In those days wood was cheaper and more accesible than metal and while the 
use of metal spoons as above was a step in advance of the use of wooden spoons, the 
latter have held their own for special purfKses down to the present day. Perhaps 
the most interesting article in this respect is the Thible shewn in Fig, 126. This 
article which is a local porridge stirring stick has been ousted by the enamelled iron 
spoon : so much so that but for the specimens in Bankfield Museum the rising generation 
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of to-day would not know what a thible is. Another article perhaps more curious 

than interesting is the Toasting Bull, Fig, 138 used for toasting at the open hearth. 

Snuffers have not long gone out of use. Some of them appear to have been 

elaborately ornamented and many are decidedly elegant. The majority are 



Fig. 129 — Old Wooden Cooking Spoon, Length 13 inches. Banhfitld Mustian. 
"box" snuffers, that is when used the piece of smoky wick cut off is caught 
in the box. Originally it is to be presumed that some were not provided 
with a box, but whether such early snuffers without any box are represented 
by snuffers illustrated in Figs. 130 and 131 is doubtful; in fact it may be doubted 
whether these are snuffers at all. As the use of snuffers increased, ingenuity 
was shown in perfecting the box arrangement. Thus in Fig. 133 we have snuffers 
with a divided box A, the division being formed by the blade O which when the snuffers 




are opened is forced up by a spring below, hidden usually from sight by the cover B , 
when the snuffers are shut, the spiral spring inside C brings the blade back to position ; 
apparently the whole arrangement is intended to secure any of the cut off wick from 
dropping out. Another ingenious contrivance is shewn in Fig. 134 where the lid A. 
as it were, of the box rises upwards when the snuffers are opened and closes the box 
when the snuffers are closed. 
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I the possession of ihe Author. 




Fig, 137-Silver Snut- Fig.yS.-Silvered Cop- „^„„ ^,„, 

fers. In the possession o( per bnuffers, Bankfieli ihe Author 

Mr. Henry Lonsdale, Jfniwrn. pj ^m a cylindrical h 



Fig. 140 has a cylindrical box *hIChJB cloadl-, 

by a spring. I) n 1 71" h, V_Tt.)OVlL. 



Old Domestic Utensils. 




Fig. 141. — Silver Tray belonging to Snu&ers Fig. 137. In the possession of Mr. Henry Lonsdale, 




STONE OVENS. 



At one time Stone Ovens appear to have been fairly numerous in the Halifax 
district, but like the locally well known " bakslones " for baking oat cakes they are fast 
disappearing. In Figs. 143-145 are illustrated the plan, elevation and section of ao 
early Seventeenth Century Stone Oven at Lane Ends Farm, Saltoostall. In Figs. 146, 
147 and 148 are shewn Stone Ovens in course of demolition. The oven Fig. 146, 
formerly at Crawstone Hall, Greetland, was accidentally brought to light by the fall 
of the wall of an out building, and was thought to have been the kitchen or bakehouse 
of the Hall in its palmy days. In Fig. 148 is shewn the back view of an old Stone 
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Oven in a perhaps unusual position namely next to the Kitchen Fireplace. It 
was discovered during the demolition of a Seventeenth Century house of some 
pretensions at Top-o'th-Hill, Kebroyd, near Ripponden. The oven was situated 
inside the Fireplace (i.e., any one facing the fire saw the oven on the left hand side) 



and was evidently warmed by the heat of the fire in the hearth as well as by the 
charcoal used in such ovens. The joints of the stonework were fitted with fine clay. 
It had the usual bee hive shape and was about 32 inches in diameter inside on the 
base and had about the same height ; the opening was about 16 in. square. 



Fig. 148.— Bj£* View of Oven and Fireplace at Top-o'lh-Hill. 

These ovens are said to have been heated by means of charcoal and as soon as 
the charcoal was well lighted they were closed up; when the oven was considered 
hot enough the remains of the charcoal were removed and the dough loaves put in 
and the oven again sealed up until the bread was baked. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A BUIFAX HERO OF A HUNDRED TEARS AGO. 

In the stress and pressure of the hard routine work of the present day we are 
apt to forget the stirring times of our forefathers, and to neglect the memory of the 
men who helped to fight for the freedom and security from a foreign yolk which we 
now enjoy. Such reflections passed through my mind when I saw in the Times of the 
nth August, igo4,an account of a naval l>at tie extracted from its columns, of the nth 
August, 1804. It was consequently just one hundred years ago thai a Halifax man, 
who as a tad had run away lo sea (for which his father had duly disinherited him), 
distinguished himself in a fight at sea in which the French were iiadly defeated. 
The following is the account of the battle ; " The signal defeat of Lioois by a fleet 
of loaded merchant ships, without one ship of war in company, is, perhaps, the most 
complete triumph that British sailors have ever enjoyed over the enemies of their 
country. The victory appears to be more complete and decisive when we consider 
that these merchantmen engaged the enemy with an equal number of ships, five to 
five, and under every disadvantage. The superiority of the French in the number 
of guns was immense. The French Admiral's ship was an 84 ; the two heavy 
frigates which accompanied him were probably 44 or 50 gun vessels ; the corvette 
was of 28 guns, and the lirig 18 ; whereas our Indiamen did not mount more than 32 
each on an average, and the " Ganges " brig a still smaller number. The superiority 
in weight of metal was still more extraordinary. It is well known that even the 
stoutest frigate cannot stand the fire of a line of battleship, owing to the superior 
weight of metal ; and even the French frigates must have carried much heavier guns 
than our merchant vessels. A further advantage the French Admiral had in the 
numbers of his men. Vessels of war carry not only men to navigate but men to 
hght, and their complement, therefore, is four or five times that of trading ships, 
which have merely sufficient to navigate the vessel. In two other respects Linois 
possessed infinite advantages. His ships were clear, and calculated altogether for 
war ; ours were laden ships, and not calculated for a naval engagement ; while our 
commanders and officers were men inured to a commercial service, the service of 
peace, and not accustomed to the manoeuvres and practices of war. In short, let it 
be candidly asked, if an English line of battleship, with two frigates and two other 
armed vessels, of such a description, had fallen in with a French fleet of merchantmen 
such as ours was, would they not have captured every one of them, instead of saving 
themselves by an ignominious flight ? " It would have been more generous on the part 
of the writer of the al)i)ve if the reflections on the behaviour of the French on this 
occasion had been left unutterecl, for in the long conflict with these close neighbours 
our sailors found them to be both brave and gallant foes. I'he British ships attacked, 
even if only traders, were a portion of the big fleet of the powerful East India 
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, i4g.^Chrislopher Rawson, Depuly Lieutenant 
St Riding. Died i849.aged 72. 



Fig. 150— Mrs. Chisiophec Rawson, (nef Brook, London). 
1 illustrations are from miniatures formerly in the possession of the late 
Miss E. S. Rawson and Mrs. Inglis. 
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Company which in those troublous times went well armed and manned. Neverthe- 
less the victory was well earned and spoke volumes for the courage of the British. 

The account, however, omits all mention of any distinguished conduct on the 
part of any of the officers and crew, but that one man and that a Halifax man, 
distinguished himself above all others is known from the fact that the Directors of 
the Hon. East India Company presented him on his arrival in England with a pair 
(?) of handsome silver salvers, " In testimony of their approbation of his services in 
the celebrated engagement with the French fleet under Admiral LinoJs," The hero 
of the fight and the recipient of the gift was Lieutenant Christopher Rawson, eldest 
son of John Rawson, of Stoney Royd, banker, Halifax, and great grandfather of 



Fig. 151. — The Hon. East India Company's Fleet under Commodore Dance engaging 
and defeating a French Squadron commanded by Admiral Linois, in the China Seas, 
13 Feb., 1804. 



Admiral Sir Harry Rawson, K.C.B, One of these silver salvers was exhibited at 
the great Halifax Exhibition held in the Museum and New Assembly Rooms in 1840. 
At the same time an oil painting was exhibited representing "the East India 
Company's Fleet of Chinamen, under Commodore Dance, engaging the French 
Fleet." What has become of the salvers does not seem to be known by any members 
of the Rawson family at the present day. Regarding the painting, with two others, 
Mrs, McDougall Rawson (nie Rawson), of Mill House, has written me: "They 
came into the possession of my grandfather at Haugh End, and subsequently to my 
uncle John Rawson, at Brockwell, on whose death they were given to Sir Harry 
Rawson, and are now all three hanging in his dining room at Sydney {N, S. Wales). 
The large one excited on one occasion the keen interest of the Japanese Admiral 
Kamimura (sharing the honours of the present war with Admiral Togo), who sat 
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next to me one night at dinner, and made many enquiries about it."" Christopher 
Rawson originally ran away to sea, but he was not the only member of his family 
who took to a sea-faring life. His nephew was drowned on the loth March,- 1826, 
when the pinnace of H.M.S. Glendower was swamped in Simon's Bay Cape of Good 
Hope, and eighteen seamen and John Marland Rawson perished. He was the son 
of John Rawson, of Ash Grove, Southowram, Halifax, who was the fourth son of 
John Rawson, of Stoney Royd. After his exploit, Christopher Rawson settled down 
in Halifax, his mother purchasing Hope Hall for him when he joined his father and 
uncle at the Bank. As time went on, it became his custom to drive round the moor 
every morning in a beautiful carriage drawn by a pair of greys, and very frequently 



on bis drives he used to scatter silver coins amongst the women and children, who 
were on the look out for him. He was so courteous that boys for fun would touch 
their caps on meeting him, whereupon he never failed to touch his in return. On 
Sunday evenings he invariably went to take tea with his mother at Stoney Royd. 
He had a fine, manly presence, and was so kind-hearted that ultimately he became 
known as the " Father of the Borough." The Government of the day offered to 
make him a baronet but he declined the honour, saying that he was not wealthy 
enough to support a baronetcy. This offer was made to him about the same time 

* Since writing; me Mrs. McDougall Rawson has asbed Admiral Rawson to have the paintings 
photographed. This be has had done and the photographs have been presented by him to 
Bankfield Museum. 
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that a similar offer was made to Sir Jos. Radcliffe, of Milnsbridge (who afterwards 
went to Rudding Park, Knares borough, and whose daughter married Sir George 
Armitage in 1841 ). The oflfer of the baronetcy was made at the time of the Luddites, 
when Mr. Horsfall was shot on the moor near Huddersfield ; the letter offering the 
baronetcy was accidentally found amongst some old papers by John Rawson, junior, 
who unwisely destroyed it shortly before his death. Christopher Rawson married a 
Miss Brook, of London, a pretty Society lady, who died young, leaving no issue. 



f^'g- '53' — View of Itiejaying of the Foundation Stone of the Building of the Halifax Literary 
and Philosophical Society, on May 16th, 1334. From a daguerrolype taken by John Waterhous«, 
F.R.S., formerly in the possession of the late Miss E. S. Rawson. 

One of the most Important parts played by Christopher Rawson, apart from bis 
gallantry at sea was the joint founding of the Halifax Literary and Philosophical 
Society, of which he was first president as well as trustee, and numerous and 
valuable were the gifts with which he very generously helped to make this institution 
a success. 

From the above it is clear that his name should not be forgotten by the people 
of Halifax. Hence these lines. 
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Fig. 154 .^Certificate of Membership of the Halifax Literary & Philosophical Society. The 
Member certified to, Roberts Leyland, was a celebrated botanist, whose herbarium is now with his 
correspondence in BilU Vae Museum, Halifax He was the father of F. A Leyland, F.S.A,, the 
antiquary, and grandfather of John Leyland, Editor of the Army & Navy Gazette. The Rev. 
Wilham Turner, M.A., was the Unitarian Minister, a strange looking mangle has been likened 
to a death's head on stilts — and very clever. Edward N. Alexander wax a partner in the firm of 
Solicitors Alexander & Hammerton. The latter belonged to the same family as that o( the well 
kaown Gilbert Hammerton. Batik6ttd Museum. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

SOME UNKNOWN HALIFAX EXPLORERS. 

Some time ago, while perusing an old book of Canadian travels, I chanced upon 
the name Joseph Frobisher, to which some reader had added in ink the words " born 
in Halifax old England." The romance which surrounds the name of the celebrated 
navigator and Vice-Admiral Sir Martin Frobisher, is always sufficient to arrest 
attention, but it was news to me and to the present generation to hear that a 
Frobisher connected with Halifax had ever taken part in (he exploration of distant 
countries. Two questions immediately presented themselves, viz : (i) Was the 



above mentioned reader's remark correct, giving the town of Halifox the right to 
claim a distinguished man of the name of Frobisher as one of its citizens, and (2) 
Did this particular Frobisher bear any relationship to the seaman who in 1556-8 
made several gallant attempts to discover the North West Passage, and who died 
from a wound received in fighting for his country in 1594 ? 

Before giving the results of my enquries it may be as well to mention one or 
two particulars of the book which bears the reader's reniark above referred to. This 
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book, is one well known to gec^raphers and the copy which came under my observ- 
ation exists in the library of Halifax Literary & Philosophical Society, Halifax. It 
is called : " Voyages from Montreal, on the river St. Lawrence, through the Continent 
of North America to the Frozen 8c Pacific Oceans ; lo the years 1789 & 1793, by 
Alexander Mackenzie, London 1801." The author was a great Canadian trader and 
explorer, and his name has been immortalised by geographers, who have bestowed it 
on the great Mackenzie River (2868 miles in length) whose waters he was the first 
European to discover and to travel down until be reached a bay of the Arctic Ocean. 
When Mackenzie ceased his explorations he wrote his book, and it is while speaking 
of a period of bad trade that he remarks incidentally (p. xi) " It was about this time, 
that Mr. Joseph Frobisher, one of the gentlemen engaged in the trade, determined to 
penetrate into the country yet unexplored, to the North and Westward, and, tn the 
spring of the year 1775, met the Indians from that quarter on their way to Fort 
Churchill at Portage de Traite, so named from that circumstance on the banks of the 
Missinipi, or Churchill river, latitude 55° 25" North, longitude 103J West (5« Map, 
p. 267). It was, indeed, with some difficulty that he could induce them to trade with 
him, but he at length procured as many furs as his canoes could carry. In this perilous 
position he sustained every kind of hardship incident to a journey through a wild and 
savage country, where his subsistence depended on what the woods and waters produced. 
These diHiculties, nevertheless, did not discourage him from returning in the following 
year when he was equally successful. He then sent his brother [Benjamin] , who 
had been living in Montreal smce 1759,10 explore the country still further West ; 
the latter penetrated as far as the Lake of Isle & la Crosse in latitude 55° 26" North 
and 108° West. He, however, never wintered among the Indians, although he 
retained a large interest in the trade, and a principal share in the direction of it till 
the year 1798, whenberedred to enjoy the fruits of his labours; and,by hisiiospitality, 
becEune known to every respectable stranger who visited Canada. The success of 
this gentleman induced many others to follow his example." 

Later on (p. xviii.) Mackenzie states that the brothers Benjamin and Joseph 
Frobisher were in partnership with a Mr. Simon McTavish in the years 1783-4 ; he 
makes a third reference to them on p. Ixxvi., but this amounts practically to a 
repetition of what he said at the beginning. Mackenzie, who fifteen years after the 
Frobisher's journey travelled over the same ground and went much further, could 
speak with authority and his testimony to their pluck, endurance and ability has 
therefore double weight. The brothers were made magistrates, and Joseph lived in 
great style, so much so that during the reign of George III. one of the Royal Princes 
having visited Montreal, he was met by Joseph with a considerable retinue, and he 
was honoured by having His Royal Highness as his guest, his establishment bdng 
the principal one in the town. He married a French lady, by whom he had a large 
fomily ; he died in Montreal on the loth Sept. 1810, aged 62. 

When Benjamin Frobisher died on April 15th, 1787 (twenty-three years before 
bis brother Joseph), the Reverend D. C. Delisle preached his funeral sermon, which 
was printed and published. The dedication ran as follows : " To Messrs. Frobisher, 
Merchants, Gentlemen : — To perpetuate the memory of your late Brother demanded 
not the exertions of my pen. His reputation is fully sufficient to render his name 
immortal ; deeply engraven on the hearts of his fellow citizens by the hand of esteem 
and friendship, it shall outlive the frail memorials of marble or brass. Accept, Sirs, 
along with this discourse the regard, and source from whence it springs. Accept my 
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Fig. igj.^Poctrait of Joseph Frobisher. 

In the possession of Miss Frobisher, lo, St Marks Terrace. Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. 

Although Ihe portraits have been given the names of Joseph and Benjamin respectively. 

it is nol certain which portrait represents which brother. 
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Fig. 136, — Portait of Benjamin Frobisher. 

In the possession of Miss Frobisher, 10, S(. Marks Ten'ace, Woodbouse Lane, Leeds. 

AUhougb the portraits have been given the names of Joseph and Benjamin respectively, 

it is not certain which portrait represents which brother. 
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sincere attachment, my most respectful condolence. These sentiments are due to 
you as heirs of the amiable qualities of your brother, and I look upon it as an act of 
justice to transmit them to you. I am, gentlemen, your very obedient humble servant 
D. C. Delisle." The dedication was addressed to the survivors, the brothers Joseph 
and Thomas. Thomas died after only 36 hours illness, eighteen months after his 
brother Joseph, on the 12 Sept., 1788, ^ed 41, in Montreal, to which place he had 
just returned from the Indian country. 

Bearing in mind the reader's written remark in the copy of Mackenzie's book 
that Joseph Frobisher was " born in Halifax, Old England." I had search made in 
the Halifax Parish Church Registers with the result that the following entries under 
Baptisms were found : 

1740 Feb. 1 8 Benj. Joseph Frobisber, Ropemaker Hal. 

1741 Mar. 24 Sally Joseph Frobisher, Ropemaker Hal. 
1744 June 6 Thomas Joseph Frobisher, Ropemaker Hal. 
1746 Dec. 29 Eliz. Joseph Frobisher, Ropemaker Hal. 

1748 Ap. 18 Joseph Joseph Frobisher, Ropemaker Hal. 

1749 Dec. 26 Willm. Joseph Frobisher, Ropemaker Hal. 

There can consequently be no doubt that the three adventurous brothers Joseph, 
Benjamin, and Thomas were Halifax born men. The dates given in the Halifax 
Parish Church Registers are the dates of the baptisms, but Mr. W. W. Hargrove 
J. P., of Fairleigh, Clifton, York, a great nephew of these Frobishers, who has also 
supplied me with considerable information about them for this chapter, gives me the 
following birth and death dates. 

Benjamin bom Jan. 18 1740 died 15 Apr. 1787 aged 47. 

Thomas ,, May 24 1744 „ 12 Sept. 1788 „ 44. 

Joseph „ Apr. 4 1748 „ to Sept. 1810 „ 62. 

William „ Nov. 19 1749 ,, ig July 1830 „ 81. 

Nathaniel „ Dec. 2 1752 „ 13 Dec. 1799 „ 47. 
It will be seen that Mr. Hargrove gives the name of an additional son Nathaniel, 
whose name does not appear to be mentioned in the Halifax Parish Church Register. 
It may be of interest here to follow the careers of the two brothers, William and 
Nathaniel, who did not go to Canada. In the words of Mr. Hargrove : " Nathaniel 
Frobisher settled in York as a bookseller and had his establishment in High Ouse- 
gate. He married Miss Spooner, of Doncaster, the daughter of a banker. They 
had two sons and a daughter, viz : Benjamin, Thomas and Ann. Benjamin went to 
Benga [sic] ; he was a merchant in the Fur trade and was murdered by the 
Indians. Thomas entered the army and attained the rank of Major ; his first wife 
was a Miss Bingley of York. Ann married a Mr. Taylor a Hull merchant. The 
father, Nathaniel, died on the 13th Dec., 1799. In All Saints' Church Pavement in 
York there is a small marble monument to his memory." Nathaniel's first shop 
was probably in The Pavement, York for in The Leeds Mermry of Feb. 25 1777 
there is the following advertisement : " N. Frobisher Bookseller and Stationer. In 
The Pavement York. Having purchased the entire Stock and entered upon the 
House and Shop, late C. Etherington, takes this method to inform the Public that 
he purposes continuing The Bookselling and Stationery Business Wholesale and 
Retail. Those who please to favour him &c. &c." When Jacobs in 1789 published 
his History of Halifax Nathaniel Frobisher evidently made a special bargain with 
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him for its sale, for on the title page of some of the copies the imprint at foot reads : 
" Printed for N, Frobisher, York and S. Crowther, London," these words beiiig in 
addition to the names of E. Jacobs the printer and J. Milner the bookseller, both of 
Halifax. 

" William, the fourth brother " Mr. Hargrove tells me " resided with his 
widowed mother at Halifax, during which time he carried on the business of a 
banker, his chief attention being directed to the discounting of bills and in making 
advances to parties requiring temporary assistance. On the death of his mother 
(April 26, 1790) he removed to Aberford and married on the 9th of January in the 
following year Mary Nelson, daughter of the Rev. R. Nelson, of Gardale, near 
Kirby L/jnsdale. On his death he was buried in a new vault, overshadowed by two 
trees in the churchyard of Aberford. His widow di^d at the house of her son James, 
Woodhouse, Leeds and was buried in the same vault as her husband." 

Mr. Hargrove puts down William Frobisher's occupation as that of a banker,* 
but be appears also at one time to have followed his fathers occupation, for in 
Batik's Northtm Directory for 1781, William Frobisher is described as a Hemp 
Merchant and Rope Maker. Mr. S. NichoU, of Green House, Savile Park, has an 
autograph of this William Frobisher, having found it on the fiy-leaf of his copy of 
th^ Book of Psalmody, nth edition, Leeds 1787, 8vo., reading as follows: "William 
Frobisher, of Halifax, Owner No. 47," the words " Owner No. 47 " referring to the 
ownership of pew No. 47 in the Halifax Parish Church. He owned a piece of 
land with about 6 chains frontage on Gibbet Lane, immediately above the Gibbet 
Reservoir.! William Frobisher evidently had some of the adventurous spirit with 
which his three brothers were so fully endowed, for in the European Magazine for 
Sept. 1785, we read that he made a balloon ascent from Beacon Hill on the nth 
Aug. in that year in company with a Mr. Joseph Binns, the inventor of a balloon 
steering apparatus, and a Mr. Newmarch. This William Frobisher was the grand- 
&ther of Dr. J. Martin Frobisher, at present residing in Monkbridge Road,Headingley, 
Leeds, and of Miss Frobisher, at present residing at No. 10, St Mark's Terrace, 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. Miss Frobisher has very kindly allowed the portraits of 
her two grand-uncles to be photographed. 

Joseph Frobisher, the ^ther of the five brothers, was bom in Halifax on 3rd 
July, 1710; his wife, whose maiden name was Rachel Hargreave, was born in 1718. 
He died 7th Sept., 1763, aged 53, and was buried in the North Aisle of Halifax 
Parish Church, contiguous to the seat which had been occupied by his family for 
□early a century, Mr. Hargrove above mentioned, whose family (originally named 
Hargreave) has been twice connected by marriage with the Frobisher family, has 
endeavoured to trace it further back, and has succeeded in following it down to the 
birth of Benjamin Frobisher, in 1682, who became the grandfather of the five 
brothers. He has also discovered a reference to a Wm. Frobisher, born in 1640, who 
is supposed to have been the father of the last named Benjamin, and has traced the 
names of other Frobishers of position, but it is not yet possible to connect these 

* From three handbilla in Iho Leyland Collection, al Banli6eld Musaum, be seems to have 
held the accounts of the Fund for Ibe Poor, and in conoection wilb these bod a pretty qtiorrel with 
a Mr. Wm. Curreo, in Feb. 1789 ; but the rights of the case are not clear. When the Halifax Parish 
Church Bells were renovated (? re cast) he subscribed £1 as. od. to the Fuod. 



t See the Map & Terrier of Halifax published by j. Moore of Hipperfaolme, 21 Dec., 1797. 
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together with any reasonable chance of obtaining accuracy, and it is all the more 
difficult to join up with the family of Sir Martin Frobisher, bom circa 1535, died 
1594, as he died without known issue. Sir Martin had two brothers John and David 
and one sister. Peter the sou of John died in poverty in London, and Darby the son 
of David was a sailor. Of Sir Martin's first wife, Isabel, nothing is known except 
that she was a widow with children ; had they been Sir Martin's children he would 
perhaps have left them his personal property." His second wife, Dorothy, after bis 
death, became the third wife of Sir John Savile apparently in 1593.! 

It is a curious point that if the Halifax Frobisher family is connected with that 
of Sir Martin bow is it that the name Martin does not re -appear until last 
century in the name of a Colonel Martin Frobisher, who resided in Cheltenham 
some 50 years ago, and in the name of Dr. Martin Frobisher above mentioned, 
instead of reappearing at intervals as do the names of Joseph and Benjamin ? 
On the other hand, Dr. Martin Frobisher possesses the coat of arms which 
his father told him had been handed down in his family for generations, 
having been presented to Sir Martin Frobisher by Queen Elizabeth for his services 
to the nation. One is also interested to know whether this Frobisher family was in any 
way connected with that of the late Parish Church Organist, Mr. J. H. Frobisher, 
distinguished in the Musical world, and one who numbered among his correspondents 
such celebrities as Malibran, Grisi, Paganini, Dr. S. S. Wesley, Sir Charles Hall6, 
and others. He was bom in Southowram where his father, who died i8th August, 
1825, was buried, and where his grave can still be seen. There are baptismal entries 
of the name of Frobisher, of Southowram, in the Halifax Parish Church Registers 
but the connectii^ links if any are wanting. It is probable that the two Hali&x 
Frobisher Amities originally came from Metbley or Normanton or that immediate 
neighbourhood, where the Church registers teem with the name of Frobisher, spelled 
in many ways. Sir Martin was born at Altofts, Normanton, so that if the surname 
Frobisher is not a trade name, the Hahfax Frobishers might have been very 
distantly related to Sir Martin Frobisher. If, on the other hand, Frobisher is a form 
of the trade name furbisher, then there is probably no relationship at all between the 
families. 

In any case the exploits of the brothers Joseph, Benjamin and Thomas 
Frobisher, and the musical reputation of Jas. H. Frobisher are quite sufficient to 
entitle the name of Frobisher to honourable mention in their native place. 

* See a. very interesting chapter on Sir Marlia Frobisher, by Jas. J. Cartwrigfal in the latter'a 
CkapUri M Ike History of Yorhshin. Wakefield, 1872. 

t j. W. Clay's Antiquities of EUand in Lucy Hamenoii's Oldt Eland, Elland, 1901, p, 169. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

HALIFAX HANDBILLS. 

Most if not all of the printing of one hundred and twenty years ^o and 
thereabouts seems to have been done by a man named E. Jacob. There was 
DO Halifax newspaper and news seems to have been disseminated by means of 
handbills of which a fair quantity have come to the Banklield Museum in the 
Leyland collection, such as Popular Songs, Shows, Quarrells, Political Squibs, 
Advertisements of Auction Sales, Business advertisements &c. Some of the songs 
were local but most of them were copied from the popular songs of the Metropolis. 
Jacob was a good printer and he published copper plates as well, as shewn in Fig. 158. 
He was likewise the publisher of what is known as Jacob's History of Halifax. 

I. 
There was a Shakespear News- Room as the following advertisenient shows : 

" The Gentlemen, Subscribers to the Shakespear News- Room, are respectfully 
informed, that the Annual Dinner of this Society, will be on the Table next Thursday 
at Three o'Clock precisely, when their Company is requested. 

flV The Bearer wishes to receive an Answer. I 

October 27, 1794." 

Where the News Room was situated or who were its members does not appear 
to be known. 

II. 

BROWN 

DRAWING MASTER 

St. John's Lane, Halifax 

Returns his most grateful acknowledgements for the &vours he has already received, 

and at the same Time informs his Friends and the Public, That he hath opened an 

EVENING ACADEMY 

For the Instruction of such has have not an Opportunity in the Day. 

Times of Teaching from Six till Eight 

Every Monday and Tuesday Evenings 

Terus Ten Shillings and Sixpence per Quarter, 
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Fig. 158.— A focsiraile of one of Jacob's Copper Piates. 
IV. 
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V. 

THIS DAY IS PUBLISHED 

PRICE TWOPENCE 

And may be had of E. Jacob, Printer, Pettycoat Lane, & J. Milner Bookseller, 

Corn market Halifax, 

NUMBER L 

(To be continutd Weekly, without any Interruption whatever, till the Whole ii completed) 

Of the History of the Town & Parish of Halifax 

CONTAINING 

A Description of the Town, the Nature of the Soil, &c. &c. An Account of the 
Gentry and other eminent Persons bom in the said Town, and the Liberties 
thereof. Also its antient CUSTOMS & modern IMPROVEMENTS. 
With an Historical A ccount of the following Flacis, viz. 
Barkis LAND Northowram Southowram Wads worth 

Brighowse Heptonstall Ovenden Shelf 

Ealand Hipperholme Rastrick Skircoat 

ErINGDEN' LanCFIELD RlSHWORTH SOWERBY 

FiXBY LlNLEY StaiNLAND SoYLAND 

Greetland Midgley Stansfield Warlev, &c. 

Norland 
Also, the unparelled Tragedies committed by 
JOHN EALAND of EALAND, & his Grand Antagonists; 
With full Account of the Lives & Deaths of 
Vilkin Lock wood & Adam Beaumont, Esquires 
With their TRAVELS and ADVENTURES after the Battle with Ealand 
men, in Aneley Wood, as recorded in a. very antient Manuscript, in the Possession 
of a very worthy Gentleman, who kindly comunicates it for Public Satisfaction. 

Together with an Account of the Charities and Benefactions to the Church and 
Poor of Halifax. 

With all the remarkable Epitaph in the Under-mentioned Chapels &• Chapelyards, viz. 

Ealand, Heptonstall, Rastrick, Ripponden, Luddenden, Coley, St. Ann's, 

SowERBY, Warley, Sowerbv Bridgb and Crostone. 

ALSO 

A Catalogue of the several VICARS of HALIFAX CHURCH, with the Time 

of their Institution and Death 

The Whole brought down to the present Time. 

Conditions 

and Church, with the Manner of 
executing a Criminal, according to the 
Law at that Time in Force. Second. 
A Geometrical View of the East Front 
of the Piece Hall, Twelve Inches by 
Seven, 

IV. Proper persons are engaged to 
deliver the Numbers at the Houses of 
the Subscribers, which are to be paid 
for on delivery. 



I. The work, as near as can be as- 
certained, will contain about Thirty 
Numbers, printed on a good Letter and 
Paper, making a large handsome Volume 
in Octavo. 

II. That eve^ Number shall consist 
of Twenty-four Pages of L.etter- Press, 
at only Two Pence each. 

III. And in order to embellish the 
Work, Two Capital Engravings wilt be 
given. First. A view of the Town 
Mr. Burgess, Engraver from London, who has taken a House in the New Street 
Halifax, is engaged to engrave the Plates, and has promised to execute them in his 

best manner. 

Specimens of Mr. Burgess's Engravings, may be seen at his own House, at the 
Priming Office, and at J. Milners, Com Market. 

N.B. The Person who delivers the Numbers will call for this Advertisement, 
and may be spoke with at Jonathan Rushforths, the Old Royal Oak, New Street, 
Bradford, every Monday. To the Public 

The Compilers of the present History have endeavoured to select such Information from 
former Histories, and such modem Facts and Improvements, as they think wilt be most 
acceptable to their Readers. 

[According to Boyne's Yorkshire Library the author of this work was^ Laqtni^r^ 
of the Halifax Parish Church, the Rev. M. Nelson.] Uigitizcc by VjOCIvIL 



Halifax Handbills. 
VI. 



THE SKAKHAR SCHOOL, 

, BAXJClSLA/fD. -> 

FiR. i6 

VII. 

LANGUAGES. Halifax, At^mi 3, 1781. 

Mr. Martin, from France 

Respectfully acquaints the 

Ladies and Gentlemen of Halifax, and its Environs 

That he will begin to Teach the 

French, Italian and Spanish Languages 

On Monday, the 6th August, 

For Three Days in a Week 

AT THE 

Rev. Mr. Hudson's, and Miss Mttlin's Academies 

Also at his Lodgings, 

At Mr. Bradley's, Watchmaker, in Gibbet-Lane ; 

And will attend upon Ladies or Gentlemen at their own Houses, if required. 

Mr. Martin 

Has met with a favourable Reception in Leeds 

For Twelve Months past. 

Where he is now employed at Mr. Hodgson's Academy, 

And at the Rev. Mr. Hutchinson's at Drighltngton. 

WV His Terms may be known by applying to Mr. Bradley's aforesaid. 

Or at Messrs. Edwards and Sons, Booksellers. 

Gentlemen already acquainted with the above Languages, will always hnd him 

ready to attend them, without any other Emolument, than the Hopes of their 

Recom mendation . 
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VIII. 
The School Boys Resolution, 

SPOKEN AT 

The ACADAMY at BREARLEY HALL, in 

MIDGLEY, near HALIFAX, 

Where Youth are genteelly boarded and carefully instructed upon the most 

reasonable Terms, by John Fawcett, and Assistants. 

Pttdore el libtraUtate liberos 

Resinere satius esse credo, qttam metu 

Ter. Adet., Act 1, Sc. 1, 32. 



Children detest the galling chain 
of treatment too severe. 



May heavenly mercy lend an ear 
To hear a child's request. 

That I my maker's name may fea 
And be for ever blesl. 



O roighc I learn his will to know 

His holy word to love ; 
That I may aerve him here below. 

And dwell with him above. 



My parents who with tender care 

Oo all my wants supply ; 
With grateful love and humble fear, 

I'll honor till I die. 

IV. 
May but kind heaven grant me grace 

My studies to pursue, 
Learnings mysterious path I'll trace. 

With pleasure ever new. 

V. 
My lesson thus my joy shall be. 

My book my constant play ; 
Then will my friends my progress see, 

I'm making every day. 

VI. 
My native tongue I'll strive to leani. 

My study this shall be. 
Thai I its beauties may discern 

And speak it properly 



Younq minds by gentle arts you gain, 

and not by servile fear. 

VII. 

T' would be a shame to leave the school. 

And not to understand. 
By method and grammatic rale, 
The laitgQage of our land. 

VIII. 
In writing fair I'll strive to shine. 

And ev'ry youth excell ; 
Improving still in ev'ry lino, 

My copy minding well. 

IX. 
Arithmetic shall oft engage. 

My study and my care ; 
Then to revolve the classic page, 

I eagerly prepare. 



What pleasant flow'rs in all the fields. 

Of wisdom do I find ; 
Each science some advantage yields, 

To beautify the mind. 

XI. 
May I my kind instructors love, 

And not their words despite ; 
But by my grateful conduct prove, 

How much their help I prize. 

XII. 
Each path of danger may I shmi. 

And chuse the way of Inth ; 
'Tis pleasant in that way to run. 

E'en in the dajra of youth. 



Ilali/ax : Prinltd fry £. Jacob, near tkt Square, where Copper Plates of all kinds an taken of. 
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IX. 



December 17th 1788. 
Miss & Miss Hannah Mellin, encouraged by the very liberal Support they have 
hitherto met with, have taken the extensive Premises, situated near to the Town of 
Halifax, lately occupied by Messrs. Winns, which are now fitting up in a Stile 
particularly ada|)ted for the Convenience of a Boarding School ; and, as the greatest 
Care and Attention will be paid to the Health, Morals & Accomplishments of the 
young Ladies, they hope to receive the continued Patronage of the Public. 



Mr. FAWCETT'S CONCERT 

on Thursday the 28th March, 1793 

Will be performed in the Asseubly-Room, at the Talbot, in Halifax 

THE FOLLOWING 

GRAND SELECTION OF 
Sacred Music 

CHIEFLY FROM THE WORKS OF 

HANDEL 

Principal Vonal Performer, Miss Sutcliffe, from Manchester. 

Leader of the Band (with a VioHo Concerto), Mr. Hudson, from York. 

Principal Oboe (with a Concerto), Mr, Erskine, from York. 

Harpsichord, Mr. Stoppord. 

Act I. Aci II. 

Grand Oweiture to Henry 4th — Martini. Overture — Esther. 

Sonjf, ■■ Rijoict greatly O Daughtir of Sian" Song, "0 had I Jubal's Lyre," (Joshua) 

(Messiah) Miss Sutcliffe. Miss Sutcliffe. 

Chorus, "O Father whose Almighty Poarr" Chorus, " Hi gave Ihtm HailsloHts /or Rain," 

[Judas Maccabeus) (Israel in Egypt). 

Concerto Oboe.— Mr. Erskine. Song, ■' Softty riu. Oh I Southen Briai" 

Song, "PUamrt! mv formir mays rtsigHiiig" (Solomon) Mr. Ingham. 

(Time and Truth) Mr. Crossley. Concerto Violin,— Mr. Hudson . 

Chorus, " Tht Horsi and his Rider," (Israel in Overture and Chorus, " Ye Sons 0/ Israel." 

Egypt). (Joshua). 

Song, "/ knew that my Rideemer liinlh " Song, "Pious Orgies," (Judas Maccabeus) 

(Messiah) Miss Sutcliffe. Miss Sutcliffe. 

Chorus, ■' Hallelujah, for tht Lord God amitipoteKt to conclude with 

reigmth," (Messiah), Handel's Grand Corooation Anthem. 

N.B. The Choruses will be as full as possible. 
Tickets at 3s. and 6d. each, may be had at the Swan & Talbot Inns, at Mr. Ambler's 

Music Shop, and of Mr. Fawcett, near the Post Office, Halifax. 
Books of the Words of the Selection may be had at two-pence each, at the Printing 

Office, and at the Door of the Assembly Room. 

The Doors will be opened at Six, and the Performance begin at Seven o'Clock in 

the Evening. 
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XI. 
BY SPECIAL INVITATION 

To the Nobility, Gentry, and the Curious who are fond of inspecting the 
most extraordinary Human Beings of the wild Species ever horn. 

To been seen at the Old Crown, in the Swine Market, Halifax, 

From Ten o'clock in the morning, till nine in the evening. 

THREE 



WONDERFUL PHENOMENA, 



Fig. i6i.— Wild Bora, and of (he Human Species, 

TheM are Two Males and a Female, of a very Small Stature, being little less 

or more than 

FOUR FEET HIGH, 

Each with a monstrous CRAW under the Throat 

Containing within, some Three, some Four, and some Five BALLS or GLANDS, 

as large as Eggs, and which play upwards and downwards in their CRAWS, 

according as incited and forced, either by their Speaking or Laughing. 

These three most wonderful wild-born Human Beings, 

Whose Country, Language and Native Customs are yet unknown to all Mankind, 

it is supposed started in some Canoes from their native Place (believed to be some 

still unknown remote Land in South America), and were picked up by a Spanish 

Vessel, which in a violent Storm was lost, when these three People, and another of 

the same kind, since dead, were providentially saved from perishing ; at that Period 

they were of a dark Olive Complexion, but which has astonishingly by degrees, 

changed to the Colour of that of Europeans. 

These Three truly surprising Beings, have attracted to themselves the most 
minute Attention, and great Admiration of all the Princes, celebrated Anatomists and 
Naturalists, to whom they have been presented in Europe, for their rare and yet 
unknown species ; and not less indeed, for their most apparent and surprising 
Happiness and Content among themselves ; most endearing Tractabltness and respectful 
Demeanor towards all Strangers, as well as for i\\e\r unparalled, and natural and chearful, 
lively and merry Disposition, singing and dancing (in their most extraordinary Way) 
at the Will and Pleasure of the Company. 

The Indian Ambassadors lately at Paris, were the Personages who first inspected 
them there, to which Place they were purposely imf>orted, and from whence they are 
now arrived here, in their speedy Passage to a Northern Kingdom. 

*,,*■ Admittance to Ladies and Gentlemen One Shilling, Others Sixpence. 
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For One Night Only 

The celebrated Italian Artist 

SIGNIOR PETRO 

Who has given Specimens of 

His Abilities in most of the principal Towns in this Kingdom, 

Intends (if the Weather permits) 

To ExiBiT on Tuesday the Second of June, 1789 



Piece-Hall, Halifax, 

a grand set op 
FIRE-WORKS 



CONSISTING < 



Two Signal Rockets, 

A Battery Miirrons, 

The Fancy Wheel of Two Fires, 

Pot de Aigrettes, 

A Warring Wheel, 

A Nest of Serpents, 

A Transparency of His Majesty 

beautifully illuminated with 

variegated Fires, 
Italian Blue Fire, 
Balloon Wheel, 
Cross Fire, 



Sky Rockets, 

Air Balloons fired out of Mortars, 

Spiral Wheel, 

Pyramid of Roman Candles, 

Fruiloni Wheel, 

Cascade of Fire, 

Scroll Wheel, 

Four Gerbes, 

A Yew Tree, 

Illuminated Pyramid, with a 

Globe and Vertical Sun, to be 

fired by a Pigeon. 



Signior Petro begs Leave to inform the Gentry and others, that he means this 
Exhibition to be far superior to any Thing of the Kind ever presented in this Town ; 
consequently, has been at very considerably expense in preparing the different 
Articles requisite to render the Performance beautiful and complete ; he therefore 
humbly requests the Favor of their Company. 

The Artist sells all Sorts of Fire- Works, at his Lodgings, at Mr. Chamber's, 
Royal Oak ; where Tickets may be had ; also at the principal Inns and at E. Jacob's 
Printing- Office, price One Shilling. 

"1* The Door facing the Talbot (the only one that will be made Use of) will be 
opened at Eight o'CIock, and the Fire- Works begin precisely at Nine. 

1*4 In Order to prevent confusion, no Person will be admitted without a Ticket. 



N.B. Those who intend to favor Signior Petro with their Company, ; 
not to exceed being in the Hall by half past 8, in order that the Door may be shut. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Whbreas in the Evening of Tuesday, the 14th of April Instant (1772), about 
the Hour of Ten, John Hirst the Younger, of Bradley Mill in Stainland, in the 
Parish of Halifax, Paper-Majcer, was beset by two Persons in Ambush, in the 
Highway leading from Hullen Edge, to Blackley, both in Elland, in the said Parish, 
one of which Persons fired a Pistol at him, and shot a Ball thro' the Brim of his Hat, 
and the other struck several Times at his Head with a Cutlass, or some such Weapon, 
which would unavoidably have killed him, but that he laid his walking Stick on his 
Head to receive the Blows. 

Therefore Notice is hereby given. 
That if any Person will discover the Offenders, so that they be brought to Justice, 
such Person shall receive Ten Guineas Reward of John Hirst, the Elder, of Bradley 
Mill aforesaid. 

And whereas some Time ago, two Letters, one signed Betty R's., and the other 
anonymous, were sent to Miss Sally Cartledge, of Blackley aforesaid, intimating, 
that two Brothers had a Design upon the Life of the said John Hirst, the Younger, 
and requesting her to caution him to Care of himself; therefore the writer of the said 
Letters is earnestly desired to discover him, or herself, to the same John Hirst, who 
will handsomely reward them for their Trouble therein, which it is hoped for his 
Safety, they will not scruple to do, as the concealing it longer, may give an 
Opportunity of perpetrating the said wicked Design. 



PARDON ASKED. 

Whereas we whose Names are hereunder set, did, on Thursday Night last, the and 
of October, without any Cause or Provocation whatsoever, wantonly Attack, and 
violently Assault and Abuse William Ellis, Attorney, in Halifax, and John Hirst, 
Junior of Bradley Mill, for which they justly commenced a Prosecution against Us, 
but in lenity to Us, have consented to drop all further Proceedings on our making 
this public Acknowledgement, and paying all Expenses. 
Therefore we do hereby 
Return them our grateful Thanks for their Lenity, and promise never to offend again 
in like Manner ; and also consent that this our Acknowledgement may, as a Warning 
to others, be printed and posted up in alt public Places in Halifax. 

As Witness our Hands this 6th Day of October, 1794. 

Witness John Chadwick X '"* Mark. 

Richard Lister. John Robertshaw X ^^ Mark. 



Jacobs, Printer, Halifax. 
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XV. 

AT Halifa: 

EMERSON & COMPANY'S 

Tea Wakehouse, 

Next door to 

The Bank, 

And nearly opposite 

To THE Talbot Inn, 

Halifax. 

May be had 

Teas of all Sorts, 

At the following reduced 

PRICES, 



;, April 28th, 1792. 



Blac 



Beat Congou L«ftf a 
Common Congou a 
Congon- ■ 
Ditto - - - 
Good Congou - 
Good Campoi 

Ditto 

Souchong - • 

Ditto 

Good Souchong 
Fins Ditto - 
Very fine Ditto • 
Superfine Ditto 



ditto - 

I. usually Sold &t 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - ] 



Grbbk Tea. 

i. gd. usuatly Solda< 
s - - ditto - 



3S 6d 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



ditto 



[ J». 4'!. 



f5».4d 



Common Green 
Good Common i 
Green J 

Good Green - 
Very Good 

Twankay J **" 

Fine Twankay 1 

orHylonSkinp*- 
Hyfon ----- 6b. 
Good Hyfon ■ - 7a. 
Very good Hyfon 83. 
Fine Hyfon - - 93. 
Superfine Hyfon to9. 
Gunpowder much the si 
Common Coffee ss. 6d 
Better Ditto - - 3s. 
Good Plantation \ 

Coffee 
Best Dominica 

Coffee 

Best Turkey 

Coffee 

Chocolate and Cocoa. 
On the most Reasonable Terms. 
The last East India Company's March Sale has afforded us an Opportunity of 
offering our Friends and the Publick in general, the Article of Tea cheaper than it 
ever was known in this Country, particularly Green Tea of every Denomination ; 
the above statement will shew the Consumer bow much may be now saved, in 
Proportion to what has hitherto been the common Price ; adding to those Circum- 
stances, the Quality of the March Sale, (which is what Emerson &■ Co. are now vending) 
being superior to most of the preceding Sales since the Commutation Act ; and altho' 
the high Price of Sugar has prevented many from continuing the Use of Tea, yet it 
may be now fairly stated, that the FM of the Ont greatly compensates for the Rise of 
the Other. Emerson &■ Co. 

Beg Leave to return their most grateful Thanks to their numerous Friends and 
Customers for the great Encouragement they have already received, and hope (by a 
strict Attention to the Quality of such Goods as they offer for Sale) to merit a 
continuance of their favors. 

N.B. Best London Porter Sold at the above Warehouse, either in Whole, or 
Half Barrels. 

■^s'" Orders by Post, or otherwise, duly attended to. 
Halifax : Jacobt, Letttr-Prtu and Copfer-Platt Printtr. near thi Niw-MarlUI, 
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Abram Mellin, 






Chemist and Druggist, 






at the 






Phoenix, 






in the 






Corn-Market, 






Halifax, 


Sincerely 
commenced B 


thanks his friends and the Public for their liberal Support since he 


sin ess, and re 


pectfully informs them, that he has now completed his 

in the above Branch, together with a choice Assortment 


Stock of the v 


rious Articles 


of the following Articles, whi 


ch he means to sell upon the most reasonable Terms, viz: 




Teas 


Capers 




Coffee 


Vinegar 




Chocolate 


Florence Oil 




Cocoa 


Olive ditto 




Oils 


Perfumery 




Colours 


Black Lead PencUs 




Candies 


Sealing Wax 




Comfits 


Wafers 




Spices 


Blacking Balls 




Anchovies 


Ditto Cakes 




Essence ditto Basket Salt, &c., &c. 



XVII. 
A ROBBERY 
Whereas on the Night of Friday, between the 17th and i8th Inst. September, 
1790, the Press-shop of JOHN MITCHELL, of Ovendek, near Halifax, was 
BROKE INTO, and there was STOLEN from thence 

One WhoU Piece 7-qrs.* Scarlet Cloth Impressed, 

Saved with Double List,** about 34 Yards Long. 

Also, about 18 Yards torn from another 

Piece of 7-qrs. Scarlet Cloth, Worsted Warp, 

Saved with Double List, and once pressed. 

As there is Reason to believe there were more than One Person concerned in the 

above Robbery, any of the Parties giving Information of his, or their Accomplices, 

so as to Convict him or them, shall be entitled to, and become King's Evidence, 

and also receive on such Conviction, a Reward of 

FIVE GUINEAS. 
N.B. — If any of the above described Scarlet Cloth should be offered to be Sold 
or pawned, the Parties so offering to sell or pawn the same, are hereby requested to 
be stopped and Notice to be given to JOHN MITCHELL as above, the Person 
so stopping the Offender, shall, on Conviction be entitled to the aforesaid Reward, 
over and alx)ve the Reward allowed by Act of Parliament, for apprehending House- 
Breakers. 

* One and tbree qaarter yards. 

" Double list the threads of adiSerent colour to the rest of the piece running the full length on 
both sides, and is believed to have originated in the desire to prove thai the yam has been djjed 
before weaving, and that the cloth has therefore not been dyed in the piece ; piece dyed nol b^ng 
considered so good as yam dyed. 
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FUNERAL BISCUITS. 



Klit R)firrtait» ai^ttn Qll. Mr ttat itSt 
Datb, <wttn il itj Stiig f 

WHEN |hs(llr beatb, ;irith unrelenting hand, 
Cum down a father I brother ! orafViend 1 
I The ftillTma'il vbice'lhouid-maki you underftand, 
I HBw.ira!l jppu artr-how near "jtnat final end. 

But if regfl^^lrfs, and ftillwarn'd in vain^ 
' No wonder ifypu fink to andlefs (Sain : 
[ Be wife, ere 'fis too late, ufc well each hour, 
' I'ft make youTcaiimg aiKTeleAion lure. 



PUNERAL BISCUITS, 
, ',.. BY > 
■ SRAM-LEr, 

^IMFECTIONXK, TEA-MALER, *kd MaUfEK, 
HALIFAX. 



Fig. i62- 

It used to be a custom in Halifax to hand round packets of biscuits at funerals 
and the above illustration is a reproduction of the printed matter on the wrappier of a 
packet of such biscuits 

The date is circa 1790, The biscuits were called funeral or finger biscuits and 
were about 6 in. long by 1 J in. wide and like sponge cake. In Luddenden and other 
small townships it is still the custom to "bid" to funeral, i.e. the undertaker in 
funeral dress goes personally to the houses of those whom the family wishes to 
attend, saying : " You are respectfully bidden to the funeral of So and So to be at 
the house of So and So " and out he goes. 
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I. 

LIST OF PERSONS GIBBETTED AT HALIFAX. 

Richard Beverley, Sowerby 

A certain stranger 

John Brig, Heptonstall 

John Ecoppe, Elland ... 

Thomas Waite, Halifax 

Richard Sharp, Northowram 

John Learoyd* do. 

WillCockere 

John Atkinson 

Nicholas Frear 

Richard Garnet 

Richard Stopforth 

James Smith, Sowerby 

Henry Hunt 

Robert Bairstowt a/wi Feamside 

Jno. Dickenson, Bradford 

John Waters 

Bryan Casson 

John Appieyard, Halifax 

John Siaden 

Arthur Firth 

John Duckworth 

Nicholas Hewitt, Northowram ... 

Thomas Mason, Vagrant 

Wife of Thomas Roberts, Halifax 

Robert Wilson, Halifax 

Peter Crabtree, Sowerby 

Barnard Sutcliflfe, Northowram ... 

Abraham StanclifTe, Halifax ... . . 

Wife of Peter Harrison, Bradford 

Christopher Cosin 

Thomas Brigg 

Sutcliffe 

George Fairbank 

Anna do. his daughter ... ... do. do. 

John Lacy.I Halifax... ... ... Jan. 29 1633 

•For a robbery in Lancashire. 
fWright gives this as " Bayrslall." 

[Tradition records that this John Lacy after being condemned escaped and alter residioK '" 
safety for 7 year? out of the limits of the giblrat law, ventured back to Halifax, and was caugbt aw 
gibbeted without another trial. 



Mar. 20 


■5ti 


ja=. , 


1542 


Sep. 16 


■54t 


Mar. 3, 


I5« 


Dec. 5 


1545 


Mar. 6 


.568 


do. 


do. 


Oct. 9 


■57= 


Jan. 9 


1572 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


May 19 


■574 


Feb. n 


1574 


Nov. 3 


■576 


Feb. 6 


.576 


laD. 6 


,578 


Mar. 16 


■578 


Oct. 15 


.580 


Feb. 19 


.58. 


Feb. 7 


.582 


Jan. 17 


1585 


Oct. 4 


.586 


May ^^ 


■587 


do. 


do. 


July 13 


.588 


Ap. 5 


■589 


Dec. 21 


1591 


Jan. 6 


•591 


Sep. 23 


1602 


Feb. 22 


1602 


Dec. 29 


1610 


Ap. .0 


161 1 


July .9 


1623 


Dec. 23 


.623 
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List of Persons Gibhetted at Halifax 

Edmund Ogden, Lancashire 

Richard Midgley, Midgley 

Wife of John Wilson, Northowram 

Sarah Lum, Halifax ... 

John Sutcliffe, Skircote 

Richard Hoyle, Heptonstall 

Henry Hudson 

Wife of Samuel EttaJI 

Jeremy Bowcock, Warley 

John Crabtree, Sowerby 

Abraham Clegg, Norland 

Isaac lltingworth, Ogden 

Jer. Kaye Taylor a Lancashire Man for cloth 

stealing from the shop of Thomas Walker, 

Bradford, " and for him our gibitt was again 

sett ap" {BrearcHffe) 
James Mellor, Halifax 
Jo. Wilkinson, Sowerby* 

Anthony Mitchell do. * ... ,,, do. do. 

Wright's Gibbett Law Book chronicles 49 executions. 

The two latter were convicted of stealing 16 yds. of cnsset coloured Kersey from the tenters o 
Samnel Colbeck of Warley od Ap, ig, 1650 and also stealing i horses from Sandal near Wakefield 01 
Ihe 17th. John Wilkinson was also found guilty of stealing a Kersey piece from the tenters a 
BnarUrHtOl. 



Ap. 8 


.624 


Ap. 13 


1624 


Julys 


1627 


Dec. 8 


.627 


May 14 


1629 


Oct. 20 


1629 


Aug. 28 


1630 


do. 


do. 


Ap. 14 


.632 


Sep. 22 


1632 


May 21 


1636 


Oct. 7 


I64I 


June, 


1645 


Dec. 30 


1648 


Ap. 30 


1650 



II. 

CLAY PIPE BOWLS. 



Fig. 163. — Clay Pipe Bowls found when digf^ag 
for the foundations of Mr. G. F. Smeeton's House 
Grafton Lodge, Savile Park in 1873. Banhluid Uiaam. 
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TOKENS OF HALIFAX AND NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

fV = Watson's History. B.M. — British Museum {replkas in Bankbeld Museum). 
WB = Williamson's Boyne's XVIIth Century Tokens. H = Mr. S. H. Hamer's CoilecticHi. 

O MILES BATEHAN an IN ait HALLIFAX « (In four UtUi OCfOiS the Field). 

R . HIS .-. HALF . PENY « M 'J B if . 1667. if (In foUT HlUS IKTOSS tkt FUld). 

B.M., W.B., H. 

O Jahn . Bnardiffe . in . Halifax . kis . hal/t . Penny. (In five lines across the Field). 
R In the Field, kespice finem on label over Ike Field. In the Field : 
Skull and Cross Bones. W.B. 

O lOHN . CLAYTON if if * In tke Field : A Swan. 

R OF . RiBONDiN . 1668 » In the Field : his half pehy. W., W.B., B.M., H. 

O lOHN . DBANB , 1667 K In tke Field: in hallifax. 

R gabriell . LEAROYD « In the Field : their half peny. W.,B.M., W,B. 

RICHARD . DOLLiFFE u In the Field : A Su/an. 

R IN . HALLIFAX i! 1666 u In tke Field : his halfe penny. W., W.B. 

O lOHN . exlev . In the Field : A crown over a cross paiei. 

R IN . hallifax 1667. 9 In the Field: his halfe penny. W., W.B. 

O lOHN . FARRAR. 

R IN . HALIFAX . 1667. In the Field: his half penny. W.B. 
O lOHN ■ GERSED . IN . STAINLAND : it In the Field : A Horse. 

R IN . YORKSHIRE . HIS ■ HALF . PENY if In the Field .' 

I G divided by a /lower stem with conventional roofs. W.B., H. 

MICHAELL . HASTEDEN . OF /« Ihc Field : HIS HALFE PENY, 

R OVENDEN . NEAR . HALLIFAX In the Field : Three Birds [No date}. W.B. 
[The above token is of circular, and also octagonal shape.] 

O loNATHON . KiGHLEY In the Field : Tke Salters Arms I K M. 

R IN. HALLIFAX * I666 » HIS HALF PENY. B.M,, W.B. 

O lOHN . LEAROYD . IN. In the Field : The Grocers Arms. 

R HALLIFAX ■ 1666 In the Field: his half peny. W.B. 
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O GABRiELL . LBAROVD : a In the Field : their half penv. 

R HOLLiFAX . G . L . 68 « /« /A< Field: An heraldic Rose. W., B.M., W.B., H. 
[The initials g l in this instance are the same site as the other letters of the 
legend. At one lime the die has had the date 1668infifll, then the . g l . have been 
added, obliterating the 16.] 

O Samuell N...ton. in Hallifax * s « /» three lines across the Field. 

R HIS . HALFE . PBNNV . 1667 » In the Field : Cross Bones on a Shield. H. 

O EDWARD . NOVBLE • AT . YE * /» the Field : A Cock. 

R IN . HALLIFAX . 1668. Ih the Field: his halfe peny. W., W.B. 

O lOHN . NOWELL . OF . HBPTON if In the Field: The Grocers Arms. 

R STALL . HIS . HALF . PENY . 1666 e Itt the Field: I N M W.B. 

O TIMOTHY . OLEAROiD • In the Field : a penny. 

R OF . HALLIFAX 1670 In the Field : A Dolphin. W., WM. 

O lOHN . PARKER * 1667 * In the Field : The Drapers' Arms. 

R IN . HALLIFAX . . n In the Field : his halfe penny. W,, B.M., IV.B. 

O HVCH . BAMSDEN . IN. In the Field : A full blovm rose seeded. 

R STAiNLAND . 1670. In the Field : his penny. W., W.B. 

O lOHN . RHODES a In the Field : A Lion Rampant. 

R IN . HALLIFAX » In the Field- *^" [Probt^le value one Farthing]. W., WM. 

O ABRAHAM . SLATER a In the Field : A fieur-de-lis. 

R OF . EALAND a 1668 * In the Field : his half peny a * s. W., W.B. 

O ROBERT . wATMovGH . 1667 » In the Field : A Pack Horse. 

R CARRIER . FOR HALLYFAX * In the Field : his halfe penny. W.B., H. 

O svsANNA . WILSON » * * In the Field : A pair of Tongs. 

R OF . LEiGHTLiFE . 1667 * it In the Field : hbr halfe peny. W.B., H. 

O ieremiah . WORALL. In the Field : his half peny. 

R in . HALLIFAX. In the Field : i.w. 1666. W.B 



Note : For Illustrations of the Tokens in the British Museum see p. iii. 
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IV. 

SmCOAT HOUSE. 



Fig. 164. 
From a pfaotofn^ph fortnerty in the possession at Ihe late Miss E. S. Raursoa 



The name of this house was altered from that of Skircoat House when 
occupied by Mr. George Haigh, the second owner. He wished to found a Jamily, 
and remembering the words of Thomas the Rhymer in Scott's Border Minstrelsy : 
"Tjnle what may betide, 
Haigb shall t>e laird of Bemenide." 
gave it the name of Bemerside. 

When the late Mrs. Inglis (Louisa Rawsou) and her sister, the late Miss E. S. 
Rawson, went to live there, they changed the name of the house to Ravensdiffe — 
their crest being a raven. But when the late Mr. Edward Crossley bought the 
house, he pulled it down, and gave the name Bermerdde to the new building (1873). 
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PREHISTORIC HALIFAX. 
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SCATTERED REMAINS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Prehistoric Finds in the neighbourhood of Halifax have been recorded so fai back 
as a hundred and thirty years ago, but in all probability they had been made much 
earlier. Unfortunately, with the single exception of the Blackheath Barrow which 
has been scientifically excavated under the superintendence of Dr. J, L. Russell, the 
finds have been very ruthlessly dealt with, the finder generally contenting himself 
with taking away the urns if any, making no provii^ion whatever for preserving the 
more friable ones and certainly having absolutely no notion of working the ground 
systematically. As the late General Pitt-Rivers has pointed out, such work (if so it 
can be called) had much better have been left undone. It is needless to add that 
there are many sites remaining which seem to be so far untouched and which if 
carefully excavated and surveyed may still yield valuable results. Such are Ring- 
stone Edge Stone Circle ; Millers Grave between Booth and Midgley, possibly a 
Barrow ; Castle Hill at Sowerby, possibly a Barrow ; Sleepy Lowe at Warley, 
a Circle, and so on. Near Mount Skip Inn there are two such circles which appear 
to have been robbed and close by there is a curious mound with indications of a 
ditch, and this according to Mr. Crossley Ashworth, a local ^mer, at one time 
appeared to have Iwen surrounded by large stakes. 

It must be especially noted as a curious fact that so far no books or papers 
treating of prehistoric times mention the existence of remains of E^rly Man in the 
neighbourhood of Halifax. There is no reference to them in Sir John Evans Flint 
Implements, but Dr. Windle speaks of a Menhir at Greetland, known as the L^dd 
Stone, which is, however, a stone in a natural position,* and he refers to traces of 
earthworks at Kirklees Park, Cooper's Bridge which I have not had an opportunity 
of examining. 



FLINT CHIRPINGS AND IMPLEMENTS. 

In most cases when tlint chips, flakes, arrowheads, &c., &c., are discovered they 
are found under certain well defined conditions, viz., below the peat in a stratum of 
clayey sand which lies on top of the rubble which covers the millstone grit. They are 
best found in early spring after the winter storms have washed away the peat. 
They are found too in every position and as the accompanying Ulustrations show 



'RmaiHS of tkt Prekistoric A ft in England. Lmd, 1904. 
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they have an inlinity of form. The questions are continually put : "Are they natural 
forms or are they made by the hand of man ? " and " How did they come to be where 
found ? " There are no beds of flint in the parish of Hahfax, the nearest being on the 
Yorkshire Wolds many miles away. They are therefore not natural to the district 
and whether made by man or by nature have been introduced into the district. The 
only natural means of carriage we know of is that of water. But when stone of 
whatever variety is carried by water it sooner or later acquires, the appearance of 
being what is called " water worn," not that the water has worn its edges and so 
rounded or smoothed the sharp edges of artificial or natural cleavage, for this 
appearance is brought about by the grinding action of the stones being rubbed 
against one another. These flints however do not show any such water worn 
appearance, on the contrary they have, except in special cases, edges almost as sharp 
as when first flaked ofT. Water carriage is therefore out of the question and we are 
compelled to fall back on the argument that they were brought here by man. If 
brought here by man did he find them ready made or did he make them himself? 
Some of the forms of these flints may p>ossibly have been produced by natural causes 
such as the failing of a heavy rock on a piece of flint or perhaps by fire ; but when we 
find what is commonly called a core with its sharp edges intact we know that this 
could not have had a natural origin, for as one flake got broken off the previously 
existing sharp edges must sooner or later be damaged or become worn. So we 
conclude such cores are artificially made. On many flint chips we find one edge 
only which is somewhat blunted by wear and the same argument applies here as to 
the core : if blunted naturally the opposite edge must have suffered similarly, but 
as it is frequently not so we conclude that the chip or flake was made by man and used 
by man. These chips too are found in a variety of more or less finished forms, from 
the crude, otherwise untouched, flake to the beautifully finished spear or arrowhead, 
shewing systematic operation such as natural forces unless intelligently controlled 
cannot produce. And if further evidence were required that these finished flint chips 
have been produced by man we have only to compare them with the stone arrowheads 
made by the North American Indians up to recent times, or to the stone manufactures 
of other native races which have come down to us at the present day. All these points 
considered we may safely assume that the flint chips and flakes before us are the work 
of Early Man in this district. These flints are found sometimes by themselves and some- 
times with other handiwork of early man ; many of course are 'wasters' and from 
their simplicity would possibly incline us to believe that they are naturally 
made; but it has in some cases been possible to put the flakes together, when it 
becomes clear that the crudest forms are the by-products in the manulacture of the 
more specialised forms. We are of course not dealing with flints of paleolithic times 
but with flints made perhaps not more than 5000 years ago. There is therefore no 
question of their being subjected to great pressures, the most they have had to contend 
with are the forces of surface movement, and in quite exceptional cases during the 
last few hundred years to contact with the plough. Some of the flints will no doubt 
be natural forms." Occasionally, although so far somewhat rarely, large pieces of 
flint in its raw state have been found. This would indicate that the flint was 

* Nol so very long ago a local geologist shewed me a water-worn pebble with a natural perfora- 
tion, not uncommon ia this class of stone. It had. as the wearing away of a portion of the 
perforation tended to shew, probably been worn suspended perhaps as an omamenl or amulet ; bat 
otherwise it was in its natural state. 
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imported and worked locally. The large nodule of flint Fig. 165 which has had some 
flakes struck Irom it, was found by Mr. Luke Fielden and close to it several flakes, 
blades and scrapers. The position in which this find was made makes it almost 
certain that Mr, Fielden has stumbled on the site of a flint factory, on the edge 
of Inchfield Moor above the village of Clough Foot, Todmordeo. 

It has been objected that the flint chips cannot have been made by the hand of 
man because of their fre<]ueDcy, for a large quantity of flint chippings must mean a 
large population and the moors on which they are found could not support a large 
population. It must be remembered that neither the climate nor the vegetation 
were as they now are. The flint being found under the peat and uitder stones wider 
the peat would tend to show that they were dropped on a floor which was at the tiaie 



not peaty, and I am told by local residents that in some of the deeper ravines now filled 
with peat, big trunks and roots said to be of the oak have been found. Thisalone would 
mean a different vegetation from that of the present day. But we have so feirno indica- 
tions as to what the local /ttiMd was like so that we are unable to say on what animal food 
the natives of the day subsisted. That they followed the chase however may almost be 
taken for granted. But the quantity of flint chips found does not necessarily imply a 
thick population, although there are other reasons for thinking that for nomadic times 
the country was fairly populous. If we compare the finds of flints on these moors with 
the quantity produced by native races elsewhere at the present day we find that the 
quantities we think great are comparatively insignificant. Only last year Dr. C. G. 
Seligmann and W. Mersh Strong wrote of the island of Suloga, New Guinea — "we 
came upon a portion of the sand beach covered inches thick with flakes and chips, a 
residue which only generations of stone working could have produced." About 2} 
miles from this spot they found the " quarry " from which the stone was taken to 



,y Google 



Flint Chipping! and Implements. 289 

make the implements and close by there was an open space and " Flakes lay every- 
where, literally acres of flakes ; not scattered specimens, but in compact sheets having a 
thickness measurable at least in inches — plain evidence of a vast amount of work 
extending over a considerable period of time."* The people here spoken of supplied 
other portions of the population with the finished stone article and the chips found 
were the waste pieces. After this we cannot speak of large quantities of flints 
found on our moors and the argument which it is sought to base on the pseudo fact 
fells to the ground.! 



The Sints illustrated id Figs, 166 to 170 were all found by Spencer and Binns on the excursion 
described. The edge of the flint Fig. 166 is a very fine one, while (be edge of the flint Fig. 167 
is much worn. Ttiese flints are all depicted full size. Bankficid Itusmm. 



Like many other f!int tools of early man in other parts of England these flints in 
many cases bear a close resemblance to the flints of palaeolithic man in France, 
nevertheless it must be remembered that the flints here spoken of belong to neolithic 
times. I We take them to be neolithic on general grounds and because we can find no 
contemporaneous evidence connecting them with palaeolithic times, and they resemble 
the palaeolithic flints because though datii^ from a later period, culture in this 
ne^hbourhood was in a more backward state than further south. 

These small flint implements appear to have been first discovered in the neighbour- 
hood of Halifax about the year 1874 by the late James Binns, a gifted quarryman who 
had a taste for palaeontology and was very skilled in cutting and mounting mineral and 

'Giografh. Jour. Apr. 1906, Vol. xivii. No. 4, pp. 348 & 35a. 

fDr. Gregory was told in the neighbourhood of Lake Eyre " that the natives used to carry about 
a lump of quartzite and a hammer slone and whenever they wanted a flake they would strike one off 
tbe quartiile and throw ii away as soon as they had done with it " (Dtaif Hiarl of Amltalia, London, 
1906 p. 77), But this could only acconni for quantities of chips where the quartzite was plentiful : 
on our moors the flint was imported and tbe natives would not have been so wasteful. 

JThose who would like to make comparisons may be referred to Martinet's Itusti PrihistoriqM, 
Paris 1903, and Hoemes, Der diI»iiiaU SImsch in Ewri^a, Braunschweig 1903, 
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Midgley Moor. 
Fig. 174. 



March Hill. 
Fig. 175. 




Cup worth Hill, 

HudderaQeld. 

Fig. 177. 




Cup worth Hill, 
Huddecsfield. 
Fig 178 Fig 179. 

The flints illuBtrated in Figs. 171-18! 



Pule Hill, Moor above Middle Hill, 

Marsden. Elland. Todmordeo. 

Fig. 180. Fig. 181. Fig. 181. 

w«re alt lound by Mr. Robert Law, F.G.5., and are 

shewD full size. 
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Fig. 183.— Flint. Fig. 184— Flint. Fig. 185. Fig, 186.— Flint. Fig [87.— Flint 

^immlong. 29 mm long. Flint, zimnilong. with altered surface 

x6 mm long. 29 mm long. 



Fig. iSS. — Light Fig. 1S9. — Dark Fig. 190. — Med- Fig. [91. — Fig. 193, — 

Yellow Flint. 37 Grey Fliol. 23 iom Flint, Grey MediumGrey While Quartz 

mm long. mm Itmg. with a light patch. Flint, ao mm 21 mm long. 

31 mm long. long. 

The rudely worked javelin-head Fig. 183 waa found by a tann hand on the Stansfield side of 
Todmorden. It is clumsy, unsymmetrical and poorly stemmed. In Figs. 184 185 and 186 we have 
types of Qnely worked blades with extremely well sharpened edges, No. 184 shews signs of having 
been well used since the sharp edge has been worn aS by use in places. These three blades were 
found by Mr. Luke Fielden of Rochdale Road. Todmorden, as were also four of the arrow-heads, 
Figs. 188-193. In Fig, 187 is shewn the leaf-shaped arrow-head found by Mr. Young Greenwood on 
Blackheath Barrow and described in the chapter on the excavations there. In Fig, 1S8 is shewn a 
fine elongated leaf-shaped arrow or javelin-head ol lighi yellow flint. This and the arrow-heads 
Figs. 190, 191 and 192 were picked up by Mr. Luke Fielden on Inchfield Moor. The beautifully 
worked and perfectly shaped barbed and stemmed arrow-head Fig. 189 was found by Mr. Joshua 
Holden M.A., on Meeley Hill which overlooks the ancient '■ town " of Mankinholes. In Fig, igz ia 
illustrated an arrow-head unusual both in shape and in material, in so far as this district ia 
concerned. It is Bat on one side and highly convex on the other and has been chipped out of 
white quartz. 
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similar specimens for microscopic work.^ He communicated his discoveries to the 
late James Spencer a well known local geologist and in August 1876 these two 
making an excursion together found a considerable number of stone implements 
" going along the edge of Warley Moor towards Castle Carr. Most of the flakes 
were small, the ground having been well worked before" by Binns who bad obtained 
some very fine flints from this locality. The largest Spencer found was about i| 
inches in length but Binns found a. very fine knife or scraper nearly 3 inches long 
and i^ inches broad at its broadest end. Many fragments lay scattered about 
suggesting the idea that this place must have been the site of an ancient village 
where these implements had been fabricated. One find included some of the 
ordinary forms of flint arrow heads, scrapers, knives, and numerous fragments." At 
the Fly Quarries, Binns pointed out several places where he had found flint flakes 
and also mentioned that he had found " true flints underneath stones at the bottom 
of the peat and overlying the greysand " which is found everywhere at the base of 
the peat and on top of the rock " over all this moorland district from Cold Edge to 
Denholme." Continuing their journey "through Nab End quarries they crossed 
the moor to Deep House or Carrs. On the brow of the hill, a little further on, they 
found a few more flints, including two very perfect but very small arrow heads. The 
flints were not as numerous here as was expected for Binns had upon former 
occasions found great quantities here. But their present paucity may be attributed 
to the limited area of the grey sand exposed."! 



URNS. 

Urns are not uncommon in the neighbourhood of Halifax. Of an illustration 
which Watson gives in bis History of Halifax (published in 1775) he says on p. 6t 
" It was found, with two others, at the gates, at the bottom of the walk near Shaw 
Hill, leading to the house in Skircoat, called Heath. They lay in a line, one yard 
deep, and one yard asunder, with their mouths downwards. This contmned calcined 
bones, and dust ; the two others were broke in pieces. It is 8 in. (20-3 cm) deep, 
stands upon a bottom, of 4 in. (lO'S cm) diameter, and, where there is no moulding, 
is from 31 in. (53 cm), or thereabouts, to 23 in. (58 cm) in circumference." 
As Leyland correctly points out, this urn illustrated by Watson is very similar to 
the larger one found at Tower Hill. 

A big find of urns seems to have been made in 1797. " In opening a quarry, 
near to Mr. Stott's, of Rastrick, was found about 20 urns, from 4 to t$ in. (lo-a to 
38'2 cm) in diameter containing ashes and fragments of burnt human bones, supposed 
to be Roman. The large urns were 3 ft (92 cm), and the small ones i^ ft (46 cm) 

*He floudahed, if I may be allowed to use Ihe term, tip to about the year 1895 and died in pooi 
circumitancea id 190J. He wasthefiist tosuggeatandprovetoProfesaorWillianiBoa of Owens College 
that Shiuhiofteris asfera hitherto described as a fern was in reality the foliage of LyginodendroH 
Oldhamiitm. When the celebrated Berlin botanist CoQDt voD Sotms-Lanbach visited Halifax he was 
mnch struck with Binns' knowledge and ability and 00 b'a departure gave Mr. Wm. Cash F.G.S., 
the sum of Three Pounds for him with the words " We should not in Gemany let a man like that 
remain a quarryman." Jas. Binns was only one more example of the neglect with which sdentific 
men are treated io England, 

tFrom Mr. Spencer's Notes given me by his widow. 
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below the surface, and they were surrounded by a black substance supposed to be 
the remains of the fires in which the bodies had been burnt. Some of the urns were 
curiously ornamented, but most of them fell to pieces before they could be got out 
of the earth. One of them was inverted, and the bones it contained were much 
better preserved than those found in the others."* 



Flj;. 193. — Cinerary Um fouod at Ovenden, BanliStId Muitum. 

A Cinerary Um was discovered in Feb. 1877 by a grave digger in the grounds of 
Mount Zion Chapel, Ovenden. " On digging about 2ft. (61 cm) below the surface of 
the ground, a slab of stone impeded the work, and on its removal, a square cavity, 
formed of four upright stones, was discovered, in which the urn had been placed 
bottom upwards, and the mausoleum filled with gravel The um has not been 



* Panons and White's Annals 0/ Yorks., Leeds, 1830. 
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disturbed since its removal from its present site, but still remains on its original base, 
a rude stone which formed the floor of its ancient sepulchre. The urn measured 
when first discovered 19 in. (48 cm) in height by 13 in, (32-5 cm) in diam. at its orifice, 
but only 4 in. (tO'2 cm) at its base. Below its rim it has the usual curved division 
which is here ornamented with dots made with a pointed instrument when the clay 
was in a soft state." The calcined and broken bones which it contained were 
examined by Dr. Dolan of this town who concluded that they were human. He 
says "There is unmistakable evidence on this point from some of the bones of the 
skull, particularly from the preserved portions of the petrous part of the temporal 
bone showing meatta audiiorius, from the right malar bone, and from fragments of the 
fiat bones of the cranium. The teeth offer confirmatory evidence. I have found 
several which had evidently been subjected to great heat, as they were completely 
calcined. But there was one which had been only partially burnt, the burnt part 
being quite black ; and another, unburnt, which seems to have dropped from the jaw 
before the fire had reached it. One of the teeth seems to me to have been ' stopped,' 
and this opens out a question whether the art of dentistry was known to the 
inhabitants before the Roman Invasion. From the size and structure of the hones, 
1 believe the majority of them to have belonged to a female of adult age. There are 
certain bones, particularly some phalanges, which seem to me to be those of a child. 
As we do not however possess the whole of the original contents of the Urn, — much 
having been extracted from ,it on its discovery, — there may probably have been, 

when first interred, the relics of others than those we at present possess." It 

was presented to the Museum by Mr. F. A. Leyland. With this was found a piece 
of bone as illustrated in Fig. 194. 



Fig. 194. — Piece of Bone found siith Cinerary Urn {Fig. 191) now lost. 

The Discovery of Urns at Tower Hill, Warley, between Hunter's Hill and 
Camp End is described by F. A. Leyland : " On one occasion an Um was observed 
to protrude, half its own bulk, from the stratum of soil in which it had been originally 
imbedded. It was found to contain portions of the human frame." He saw some 
fragments and his account is curious : "it was rudely constructed of sun baked clay 
and smoked in the inside, as if the smouldering embers of the funeral pyre and 
ashes of the dead, on their first introduction. It was filled with these relics of 
cremation, and appeared to have been lined with moss, incorporated with the fibres 
of plants, which, after the Urn had fallen to pieces, adhered firmly to its contents. 
It was r3 or 14 in. (32-5 to 33 cm) high.andformedapparently by thehand. Within a 
few yards of this Um, another, containing bones and ashes, was subsequently found, 
but so decomposed as to preclude the possibility of its entire preservation. Near 
the same place, the smaller Um, was also discovered, buried in the dark soil peculiar 
to the locality ; this contained bones and ashes, and had a small clay vessel placed 
within it resembling the one found in a similar situation at Upleatham, which was in 
the possession of the late Dr. Young of Whitby." This Um was protected by a lid, 



* Archatolcgicai Jour. I., p. 413. 
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Fig. 195.— Height Tin. (ly'S cm.) Fig. 196. 

Tha Tower Hill. Warley. Cinenwy Urns. Note.— The Collar of 1 
than actually shenn BiiHkfitId Musium. 



-Height 9iin. (13 a cm.) 
m, Fig. 196, projects more 




Fig. 197.— Height, 5J in. (146 cm). Said to 
have been (ouad near Halifax. Btuhfitld Musnm. 
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resembliDg the lower portion of a flower pot inverted ; and measured Tin. (i7'8 cm) high. 
During the winter of 1848 there was a fall of earth from the site of these discoveries, 
into the quarry at Tower Hill ; the soil thus precipitated from the moor impeded the 
prioress of excavation, and in its removal the larger Um was brought to light ; it 
measures 9 in. (22-8 cm) h^h, and is 22 in. (55'8 cm) in circumference. But, in the 
rubbish, there were observed numerous fragments of other cineray Urns, and equally 

numerous relics of cremation I twill be seen from the accompanying illustration 

that both Urns are finished with that scratched or indented kind of decoration 
usually found in the baked vessels of an early period." These two Urns came into 
the possession of Mr. J. S. Stott who presented them to the Halifax Literary and 
Philosophical Society whence they passed into Bankfield Museum. 

In 1877, Two Urns were found in a field adjoining Greave House, Midgiey, 
near the Roman Road, and were presented to the Museum by Mr. Murgatroyd 
(Ann. Report, 1877, Hx. Lit & Phil. Soc.) 



BRONZE CELTS AND PALSTAVES. 




Pig. 199. BttHhfitld Muuum. Fig. 200. 

Watson, in bis History of Halifax (p. 31) informs us that " A British 
Celt of Brass was found a few years ago, in a bed of clay, in the township of 
Skircoat. It is full 6 in. (i5'2 cm) long and weighs about fourteen ounces." Leyland 
states (p. 55) that "A similar relic was also found in the township of Sowerby, 
measuring 5J in. (r4 cm) long, having the overlapping sides ; but with the 
loop added to it." In a foot note he states these may be seen in the Collection of 
Antiquities in the Halifax Museum. If so, these will probably be the " Britisb Celt 
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found near Halifax," presented by Christopher Rawson in 1832, and the "British 
Celt found near Sowerby," presented by Thomas Adam in 1833, Figs. 199 and 200. 
Leyland also mentions a discovery " of copper and bronze implements, made in the 
year 1856 at Upper Westercroft, in the township of Shelf." They were all found 
t(^ether and were turned up about 2 ft. (6i cm) below the surface, in baring for quarrying 
purposes. *' The hoard, which is now, for the greater part, deposited in the Halifax 
Museum, consists of eight celts and two spear heads. The former vary in size from 
5 to 7 in. (12-7 to 17-8 cm) in length, and are 2 in. (5 cm) at their cutting edges. 
They are of that variety distinguished by the side loop and stop ridge. The spears. 
Figs. 201 — 204, were much decayed ; the greater portion of one crumbling to 
dust on being handled ; but the remaining fragments of this and the disjointed 




Fig. aar.— 4J io. {li cm) long. 




Fig. 204.— ej in, (16-3 em) long, Banhfiild Museum. 



portion of the other, have been fortunately preserved. The length of these interesting 
relics, when entire, was probably 18 in. {46 cm) ; the biades measuring 12 in. 
(30-5 cm) and the sockets 6 in. (15-3 cm). The remains of the sockets shew that the 
spear was fixed in the lance by rivets, the holes still remaining." Leyland also 
mentions two other bronze celts in the Halifax Museum ; " Though found in the 
parish of Halifax, it is unfortunate the exact localities of these latter relics are not 
known. They are chisel -shaped, and have sockets for the insertion of the handles : 
they are also provided with the loop. One measures 4 in. (lo-a cm) long, and its 
socket is i^ in. (3-2 cm) in diameter ; while the smaller specimen is 3J in. (8-9 cm) 
in length and i in. (2-5 cm) in diameter." 
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POLISHED STONE CELTS. 



Polished Stooe Celts are not very often found in these parts. The celt found at 
Mixenden about 1776 is described later on. Le>-lai>d in his History of Halifax tells 
us {p. 54J he once possessed "a cell made of greenstone, discovered in digging the 



Fig. 205. — Polished Cell found at Cud worth, Saddle worth. 



foundations of a bam, four feet {1-2 m) below the present surface at the Hollins, 
Warley. It measured 4 in. (io-2 cm) long ; i| in. {4-2 cm), at the cutting edge, and 
tapered upwards, to i in. (2-5 cm) in width, at its narrowest extremity." What has 
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become of it he does not state. A beautiful specimen is shewn in Fig. 205. It has 
flattened edges, highly polished, was found in a cleft of rock 12 ft. (3-6 m) below the 
surface at Cudworth quarry Castleshaw, Saddleworth, 1220 ft. O.D. This range of 
rocks is known as the ' Millstone Edge ' and belongs to the Kinder Scout Grits. It 
was found when the quarry was opened out for stone for the reservoirs below for the 
Corporation of Oldham. Millstone Edge is not far from Pule Hill. Length as 
illustrated 7 inches (i7'8 cm). Mr. W. Watts of Underbank Hail, Deepscar, 
Sheffield, the possessor, writes me that a piece was broken off at the end, as shewn, 
by the navvy who found it, but after diligent search by Mr. Watts the fragment 



Fig. Z06.— Polished Celt found on Brigg Royd Farm, Banltjuld Miaium. 



could not be found. Another specimen Fig. 207 was found in the bed of the higher 
Castleshaw reservoir 820 ft, O.D. whilst excavating for clay, 6 ft. (i-8 m) below ground 
level. Length 4iin. (11-4 cm). It is also in the possession of Mr. Watts. A fine 
example Fig. 206 was discovered in 1892 in a field in Brigg Royd Farm, Holmfield, 
while some delvers were baring the surface for clay. It has flat edges and is highly 
polished. Length sJin, (14-3 cm). The celt illustrated in Fig. 208 is of uncertain 
provenance but comes from the neighbourhood of Halifax not far from the Brigg Royd 
implement just mentioned. It is 4 in. (10-2 cm) long. 
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Fig. 107. — Polished Celt found at Hif^her Caatleshaw 
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Fig. aoS.— Polished Celt. Id the possession of Mr. Robt. Law, F.G.S. 
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OTHER STONE IMPLEMENTS. 

A curiously shaped implement, if such it can be called, is shewn in Fig. 209. It 
is i2jin. (32-5 cm) long and looks like a piece of ironstone, and hiw some marks along 
the edges of the thin end as though made with a tool purposely. It was found in 
the outcrop of Hard Bed Clay in Shibden Park, near Godley, Halifax, at the foot of 
the wood below the carriage drive. 



a Shibden Park. Bank/liU Uustum. 



—Found in Cant Clough. Banlificld Museum. 



A stone (Fig. 210) which may possibly have been used as an implement was 
found in Caot Clough, near Thistleton Dean, Heptonstall. On the old label in the 
Museum it is described as a " Celt in a Fossilised Bone Socket." The socket is not 
bone at all, but a piece of chert and the blade is limestone full of the small nodules 
known as mcrinites. It may be mentioned that limestone is met with at Hebden 
Bridge not far from which the implement was found. 
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Fig. 207. — Polished Celt found at Higher Castleshaw 



Fig. 208.— Polished Celt. In the possession of Mr. Robi, Law, F.G.S. 
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OTHER STONE IMPLEMENTS. 

A curiously shaped implement, if such it can be called, is shewn in Fig. 209. It 
is i3^in. (32-5 cm) long and looks like a piece of ironstone, and has some marks along 
the edges of the thin end as though made with a tool purposely. It was found in 
the outcrop of Hard Bed Clay in Shibden Park, near Godley, Halifax, at the foot of 
the wood below the carriage drive. 



Fig. 209.— Found in Shibden Park. BanJtfiM Uustum. 



—Found in CanI Clough. Bankfiild Uustum. 



A stone (Fig. 210) which may possibly have been used as an implement was 
found in Cant Clough, near Thistleton Dean, Heptonstall. On the old label in the 
Museum it is described as a " Celt in a Fossilised Bone Socket." The socket is not 
bone at all, but a piece of chert and the blade is limestone full of the small nodules 
known as tncriniUs. It may be mentioned that limestone is met with at Hebden 
Bridge not far from which the implement was found. 
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Fig. III. — Hammerhead found at Robin Hood's Penny Stone, Warley, in 1872. Length 10 Id. 
X 2 in. tbicic {15-4 cm x 5 cm). BankHild Mustum. A similar one was found by Mr, R. Law. F.G.S., 
it Walsden and is 8^ in. long x zf in. (hick (ar6 cm x 66 cm), 



THE MIXENDEN FIND. 



Fig. 112. — Hammerhead (?) found al Mixenden (after Whittaker), 

Whittaker writing in 1816 {Loidis and Elmete pp. 373 and 374) tells us that 
" about 40 years ago, a countryman digging peat on Mixenden Moor, near Halifax, 
struck his spade through a black polished stone, resembling a hone or whetstone. 
Adjoining to this was discovered the most beautiful and perfect celt I ever saw. It 
had apparently never been used, the edge being very sharp and no part was corroded. 
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Fig. aij. — Arrowheads found at Mixenden (after Whittaker). 



Fig. 214.— Celt found ai Mixenden (after Whittaker). 



Fig. zij. — Gouge found at Mixenden (after Whittaker). 
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From its wfaiteoess the copper appeared to have been alloyed with tin. These 
remains were accompanied by four arrowheads of black flint or basalt ; by another 
light battle axe, of a beautiful green pebble, speckled with white ; and lastly, by a 
hollow gouge or scoop of hard gray stone." Whittaker became possessed of all the 
above except one arrowhead and illustrated them in his book from which I have had 
them copied. 



Fig. zi6. — Palstave found at Mixenden (after Whittaker). 

CIRCLE AND BARROW AT WALSHAW DEAN. 

The stone circle at Waishaw Dean Reservoir Figs. 217 and 218, was discovered 
by Mr. W. Patteson, the resident engineer, in July 1902. The circle consists of ten 

<?> 






Fig. 217.— Plan of the Waishaw Dean Stone Circle surveyed 
by Mr, Rd. J, Hartley, A.M.Inst.C.E. 

irregular stones apparently local rock, varying considerably in size, one measured 
6 ft. 3 in. (i*9 m) long and stood about 30 inches (76 cm) above the clay when 
the peat sur^e was removed. Whether the stones are deeply embedded has not 
been ascertained, but where they were covered by the peat a clear white band is 
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apparent. The circle is 36 feet (i i metres) in diameter and of very fair exactitude, 
inside the circle as shew-D on the plan and in the view there was a rough curved wall 
which measured across the ends 12 ft. (37 m.). The wall had been partly pulled 
down and reset immediately before examination by a party of visitors soon after the 
discovery. Its presence in the circle may be fortuitous, but after the two un- 
systematic disturbances to which the ground has been subjected, it is not possible to 
form an opinion about it. That something had been buried in the centre of the 



Fig. 218.— View of the Walahaw Dean Reservoir Prehistoric Slone Circle, with inner 
wall, discovered by Mr. W. Patteson in July, 190Z. From a photograph taken by Mr. Rd. J, 
Hartley, A.M. Inst. C.E.. Waterworks Engineer. 

circle is probable when we bear in mind the circumstances of stone circles elsewhere, 
but an examination shewed only that the ground had been disturbed and Mr. 
Patteson explained to me that such disturbance was not of recent date. The 
position of the circle is on the left hand side of the valley going up, a few yards 
above the dam of the second reservoir. It is by now probably co\ered with water. 

BARROWS AT CASTLE CARR. 

A Group of Barrows Fig. 219, if such they be, was illustrated as far back as 
1842 but the site is not known now, and possibly may have been destroyed in 
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prepariDg the reservoirs or may now be covered by water. There appears to be no 
records of any visit to these barrows in the local newspapers of the time. 



A GRAVE AT WADSWORTH. 

In May, 1897, a grave was discovered at a quarry above Mount Skip Inn. The 
first indications were the rolling down of pieces of urns which the delvers called flower 
pots. Then in digging a hole to fix the leg of a crEuie, human bones were discovered. 
Mr. Crossley Ashworth tells me : "The grave was about 6 ft. (r'8m) long, from 1410 
18 in. (35 to 457 cm) wide and about 2 ft. (61 cm) deep... the head and feet were almost 
exactly north and south, with the face right towards the midday sun." The bones 
were very brittle and crumbled easily in the hand. There was a lot of charcoal in the 
grave. In the ends of the grave which were undisturbed "there appeared to be 
about 6in. (15 cm) thick of charred wood and bones mixed t(^ether at the bottom. 
Flints were also found. Also the larger half of a small earthenware vessel which had 
rolled down into the quarry ; this was picked up by a man named Thos, Greenwood, of 
Shawcroft Hill. There were originally three rings formed by means of a circular 
vallum of earth at Wadsworth Cockhill, but two have been destroyed quarrying ; 
thethirdthelargest is still there; it is 132 ft. ( 40 m) in diameter. A short distance from 
this large ring Mr. Ashworth has noticed a number of small round mounds about 
15ft. (4-6 m) diam. and about i8in. (45 cm) high in the centre. These appeared to 
him to have been staked round. There are other rings close by but they appear to 
have been disturbed. Altogether this appears to be a most interesting prehistoric 
neighbourhood. The curious part about the above find is the length of the grave as 
though a body had been buried fully stretched out. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE BLACKHEATH BARROW, NEAR TODHORDEN. 

By J. Lawson Russell, M.B., Edin. 

In a corner of the West Riding of Yorkshire, in the townsbip of Stansiield, and in 
the ancient Parish of Halifax, at a point where with jagged outline Yorkshire abuts 
on Lancashire, the winding Calder here forming the boundary, there lies a spur of 
hill-land helping to form the tri-radiate valley in which nestles the town of Todmorden. 
Of this hilly spur the highest point over looking the Calder-valley is named WhirlaW) 
or Whirlaw Stones. This hill, for we can scarcely dignify it with the name of 
mountain, its height being only 1,224 ^t., is one of the lesser tops of the Pennine 
Range. It stands little more than three miles eastwards from the water-shed of that 
range which sends tributaries on the one hand to the Ribble and the Mersey, and on 
the other to the waters which pour themselves into the Humber at Goole. Just 
below Whirlaw, and a little to the south and east lies a subsidiary top, or shoulder, 
crowned by large Out-standing masses of millstone grit, locally known as Butt Stones. 
Behind these Butt Stones, whose smooth hummocked backs, cropping out of the 
bent and heath, form a regular flock of "rochts mouttMnies" there lies the stretch 
of land known as Blackbeath. Away behind Blackheath there stretches an elevated 
plateau of wild moorland, rich in suggestive place names. Note some of them : — 
Whirlaw, The Lowe, Miller Lowe, Low Hill. Dotted here and there are the 
sites of ancient crosses, some of which still stand : Stone Cross, Stiperden Cross, 
Duke's Cross, and Maiden's Cross — a happy hunting-ground for the archseolc^ist. 
Blackheath 'Hs.e\( is nothing more than a field, a few acres in extent of rough 
pasture land, belonging to the farm of Rive Rocks ; but, situated in its north-west 
corner is a spot of surpassing arch^ological interest. The field bears evident traces, 
in ridges and deep furrows, of having been long ago under cultivation. An old 
footpath crosses the field diagonally, and anyone sufficiently observant passing along 
this road, in a north-easterly direction, may descry to his left a wide grassy circle, 
cut into again and again by deep plough ruts, marked out by tufts and hummocks of 
varying height. It is with the purpose of describing this circle, and giving an 
account of its systematic examination, that this chapter is written. 

Butts Stones and Blackheath lie north of the centre of the town of Todmorden, 
over-looking the town from an altitude of 925 ft. above sea level ; but, as Todmorden 
itself is 400 ft. above sea level, their actual height above the town is 525 ft. The 
spot can be easily reached from Todmorden station in about 20 or 35 minutes walk. 
As the name Blackheath might imply, the land on which the circle is situated is 
reclaimed moorland, on which, at ore time, oats were grown. By careful inquiry, I 
can find no evidence of its having been touched by the plough for somewhere about 
90 to 100 years. It can be definitely stated that for three generations at least the 
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field has been used for the game of " knur and spell," and in our digging operations 
we came across quite a number of nearly decomposed balls, such as are used in that 
game, which must have been in the ground for a long period of years. 

The circle was known to those who played there by several trifling names ; but 
it was for years known to many local gentlemen as the Roman Barrow. Notably it 
was so called by the late Mr. William Ashworlh, of Hole-bottom, Todmorden, a 







Fig. 210.— Plan of Btackheath Barrow. 



gentleman who made many visits to the spot, taking numl>ers of people to see it from 
time to time. Although no trace of the circle is to be found on any Ordnance Survey 
map, still it is a perfectly well defined feature in the topt^raphy of Blackheath, 
and it seems strange that it should have escaped the notice of the Ordnance staff. 

Blackheath lies upon the estate of Mr. Wm. Sutcliffe, J.P., of Lower Laithe, 
Todmorden, and at the outset of this chapter it seems only right that this geotleroan's 
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aniforin kindness and courtesy, not only in permitting but in facilitating in every 
possible way the examination of the circle, should he duly recognised. 

Digging operations were begun on July 7th, 1898, the initiative in the matter 
being taken by Alderman Abm. Crossley, C.C., present Mayor of Todmorden, along 
with whom on that day were Mr. Tattersall Wilkinson, Mr. Robt. Law, and several 
other local gentlemen. This initial breaking of the ground was eminently successful. 
The further systematic examination of the whole circle was then determined upon, 
the direction of the work being placed in my charge. The first step in the systematic 
examination was the breaking up of the circle into quadrants. This we did by 
running deep trenches north, east, south and west. The turf was then removed 
and these quadrants dealt with seriatim. The diameter of the circle was as nearly 
as possible loo ft., (30*5 m) i.i. measuring from ridge to ridge, but the slight mound 
which marked the circumference sloped gently further into the general level of the 
field. Eight or nine deep furrows ran through the circle, from north to south, 
cutting the vallum up into segments and ploughing the enclosed area with their 
parallels. The method we followed was to trench till we came to soil which had never 
been disturbed. Generally about two spade grafts brought us to stiff glacial (?) clay. 
When we came upon an urn its position was carefully observed with reference 
to the centre and noted on a plan ; the earth was removed by trenching round the 
um, which was photographed in situ when sufficiently defined. The urns were not 
deeply placed, some of them being only six inches from the surface, none deeper 
than from 18 ins. to 2 ft. (46 cm to 61 cm), and all of them without exception were 
set in the ground upright on their bases, not inverted. There was in the centre an 
um, and this was surrounded at a radius of 2 ft. by a ring of deposits ; two having 
urns, the others either having no urn at all or showing signs only of disintegrated 
pottery. At a distance of about 10 ft. from the centre another series of deposits 
was radially arranged, but all to the east side of the north to south centre line. 
It will be seen that, if we leave out of account the urn found in ttie vallum in 
the north-west quadrant, all the urns and deposits save one have been placed to the 
east of the north to south centre line. 

An extensive floor of charcoal, sometimes an inch to two inches in thickness, 
was defined to the north of the centre, and two deep pits were located about 16 ft. 
(4-9 m) from the centre, one in the north-east and one in the south-east quadrant. 
Close to that deep spot in the south-east quadrant we found a curiously baked sur^e 
which we attempted to photograjih. A group of urns, one of which was a fine 
covered specimen, lay in line going due east from the centre ; and this group had 
placed all round it flat stones of no great size, set on edge, as if to protect the urns 
or mark them off from others. 

In the Northern half of the circle, and lying largely in the N. E. quadrant, was 
a considerable area shewing a closely beaten, hard t^ked red floor, with pieces of 
charcoal speckled amongst the general red. Somewhat similar areas occurred at the 
west and at the east sides of the circle, that at the west being most marked, the whole 
floor in that quarter looking like disintegrated pottery closely trodden together. 

Lying N. W. by W, from the centre, we found in the vallum a large stone with 
an um set right in its middle. Other stones lay near, as if they might have been set 
round this um in kist bshion. All about this spot the ground seemed to be made up 
of shivers of sand stone and pounded sand. Over-lying this sand for a considerable 
area going northwards was a thick layer of charcoal. Curious cairns of stone had 
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been placed just inside the vallum, and these, we soon discovered, accurately marked 
the cardinal points — N.E.S. and W., the most curious of these cairns being that 
which lay exactly south. The stones here were in the form of a semi-circle, having 
an arm -chair -like arrangement in its middle, the back of the chair looking due south, 
i,e., hy the sun at mid-day.'' In the turf over-lying this strange assemblage of stones a 
portion of the base of an urn was found, and there was abundance of charcoal at the 
westerly horn of the semi-circle. Many of the stones in the other cairns lay in 
groups of three pointing in one direction. Some of the groups looked as if they had 
been upright at one time and thrown down. At the western point the stones lay in 
an imbricated fashion, inclined at an angle of about 45 deg., placed in two rows, 
about i\ ft. {76 cm) apart, five in one row, four in the other. A large flat stone lay 
near, and by it one which probably was the fifth of the second row. Between these 
rows of stones, and all around them, lay great quantities of what looked like partly 
baked clay or disintegrated pottery. In the south west quadrant lay an incomplete 
ring of stones, which possibly marked an interment. This incompleteness is 
interesting and may have had some significance t Other large stones were found 
set into the vallum at more or less regular intervals. Some of these are still in situ, 
the further examination of the vallum having had to be abandoned. Close by all 
these stones charcoal was found, and the upper surface of one, at least, that in the 
S.E. quadrant, S.E. of centre, was blackened as if by fire- 
in removing the stones forming the four cairns I examined all of them for signs 
of markings, but none was seen except one deeply scored line drawn across the large 
flat stone in the cairn at the eastern point. This line may have been grooved into 
the stone by the over-passing plough, but I am rather of opinion that it was 
purposely graved there. What was the purpose of these cairns and large stones in 
the vallum ? The fact of one large um having been found as already stated, on a stone 
in the vallum, while part of another urn was found near the southern cairn, suggests 
a probable explanation for some of these arrangements of stones. They may have 
been rude kists enclosing urns, or at least they may be regarded as stone-marked 
interments. The presence of charcoal close beside these stones may point to the 
performance of funeral rites. 

Having spoken of this interesting place, we proceed now to enumerate and 
describe the various interesting antiquarian objects found there during the weeks of 
careful systematic digging which followed the 7th of July, including in our description 
what was found on that day. And our description will take somewhat the form of 
an illustrated catalogue : — 

OBJECTS FOUND. 

I. Fragments of pottery impossible of re-construction. 
II. Urns, Food Vessels, and so-called " Incense " Cups. 
III. Contents of urns — 

1, Bones ; 

2, Implements : 

(a) Flint, (b) Bone, (c) Bronze ; 

• See Lockyir'i Stonthtngi, 

tSee Green well's Biitish BairowE page 7. 
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3, Personal Ornaments : 

(a) Bone, (b) Clay, (c) Jet, (d) Amber. 
Implements other than those found in Urns. 

(a) Stone, (b) Flint, including chips and fragments of chert. 



I. FRAGMENTS. 

(fl) Rather more than half of the collar of what seems to have been a food vessel. 
6 in. (i5'2 cm) in diameter at the mouth, with a probable height of 6 to 7 in. (15*2 to 
2o'3 cm). It is of fine well-worked clay, with smooth surface, bright red in colour, 
and shews altc^ether finer texture and better finish than is seen in the usual cinerary 
um. Its ornamentation consists in oblique incised lines, in alternating pyramidal 
compartments, forming a chevron pattern, finished off above and below with a row of 
punctures. This very probably was a covering vessel for a cinerary um, and we 
shall see further on a similar vessel so used. 

(J) Fragments of what seem to have been a full-sized cinerary um, of course, 
badly baked, pottery, shewing large pieces of grit in its structure. The ornamentation 
on these fragments consists of incised oblique lines on the collar and punctured mark- 
ings on the body of the urn below the collar. 

(c) Two fragments of a rough cinerary um, ornamented with single herring- 
lx>ne pattern, made by impressions of a twisted cord or thong finished off with row 
of punctures. 

(i) Two fragments of the body of a very coarse cinerary urn, shewing rode 
punctured ornamentation ; but no part of the collar present. 

(e) Fragments of well-baked bright red pottery, with fine surfoce, shewing traces 
of punctured ornamentation, found beside the large cinerary urn {No. 5) to be 
described further on. These fragments lay about the level of the top of the urn 
No. 5, and were scattered about on one side of it. From their position and appear- 
ance, I infer that these fragments formed part of the covering vessel for the um 
beside which they lay, which covering had been shattered as the plough tore its way 
across tbe circle. 

(/) Large numbers of fragments (about 140) of a very large cinerary urn found 
in a peculiar position in the vallum of the circle, composed of well-baked smoothly- 
worked pottery. This um must have measured slightly over iiin. (atj cm) in diameter 
just below the collar, and at least 14 ins. or 15 ins. (35*5 or 38'! cm) in height. 
The greater part of its collar was missing, and the body was so smashed that it was 
found impossible of re- construction. The ornamentation on this um is formed by 
widely placed decussating incised lines, cutting the surface into lozenges, forming 
a complex saltire pattern. 

We pass now from fragments to more complete and shapely specimens of 



11. URNS, FOOD VESSELS, AND SO-CALLED "INCENSE CUPS." 

No. I (Fig. 221). — The first to be described is one we have always spoken of as the 
central um, because it was found as nearly as possible in the centre of the circle. 
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It is a very fine urn, of elegant form, beabtifully proportioned, and ornamented with 
extreme care. In height it stands ii in,, (28 cm) it measures 8 in. {20-3 cm) across 
the top, and its outside diameter at the shoulder is ^i'm. (24-1 cm). Its over -hanging 
collar 3J in. (8-2 cm) in depth, is nicely bevelled at the rim, where it bears three rows 
of impressed cord marking round the inner aspect. The collar only of this um is 
ornamented, the sub -cylindrical body and the quickly tapering base being quite plain. 
The ornamentation on the collar is well executed, and is of the impressed cord 
variety, worked in compartments, with upright and oblique lines finished off above 
and below, with circular rows of the same cord marking. The clay is smoothly 
worked, fine in texture, and well baked. This urn,* on being opened, was found to 
contain a fine specimen of the so-called " incense " cup. 



No. la (Fig. 227) — This cup measures 4J in. (io-8 cm) at its greatest diameter, its 
aperture or mouth being 3 in. (7-6 cm) across, its height 3 in. nearly. Theinner margin 
of the lip has one row of impressed cord, while about 2 in. {5 cm) of the whole outer 
aspect below the brim is ornamented with alternating pyramidal compartments of the 
same cord marking, finished above and below with two circular rows. Near its 
contracted base it is pierced by two well drilled holes, one inch apart, placed about 
a quarter of an inch below and nearly in line with the lowest row of ornamentation. 
Inside this cup were found two bronze implements, a knife and an awl or pin, to be 
described later. 

No. 3 (Fig. 232), — Is a rather diminutive and very coarse urn, standing 8J in. 
(21*6 cm) in height, ornamented not only on the collar hke No. i, but also on the 
body and base, with irregularly placed punctures, each puncture shewing two trans- 
verse marks, as if it had been made by a pointed implement with three cusps. 

No, 3 (Fig. 227). — ^Is an "Incense Cup," much coarser, thicker, and clumsier 
altogether than the last "incense cup" described. It is a. squat flat-bottomed rudely 

n opening aod afterwards restored. Portion of collar was stolen and had 
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made vessel, ornamented, if one may use the word of such rude markings, by very 
irregular rows {nine in number) of impressed twisted cord. This cup wants the 

elegant double slope and pyramidal contour of its better finished, more elaborate 
neighbours, as itis almost of the same outside diameter from top to bottom. It has 
also two holes piercing its thick sides near the bottom, placed ij in. (3'2 cm) apart, 
very rudely and irregularly made. There is on the inner aspect of lip or rim a row 
of deep holes all round, each hole about ^\ths of an inch (5 mm) in diameter. 

No, 4 (Fig. 223). — Is another rather rude diminutive urn, 8 in. (21-6 cm) in height 
by 7 in, (i7'8 cm) in width, shewing on its collar and body traces of impressed 
twisted cord ornamentation done in herring-bone pattern. 

No. 5 (Fig, 224) —The next we figure is a stately well-proportioned urn, with a bold 
somewhat heavy over-hanging collar, and evenly tapered sides. It is unusual in that it 
has the shoulder, or separation between body and base, only faintly indicated ; the 




Fig. aij.— No. 6. Um. No. 6b. Cup. 
No. 6a. Covering Vessel. 



Fig. 2 



-No 5. Urn 



contour line being nearly a clear run from the collar to the very contracted bottom. 
This gives the whole urn a peg-top appearance. Its height is 12 in, (30-5 cm), at 
the mouth it measures 9J in. {23-5 cm) across, and from the collar, which is 4 in. 
(io'2 cm) deep, the sides slope gradually to the bottom, where the diameter is 4! in. 
{ii-4 cm). Upright rows of punctures ornament the collar, and on the inner aspect 
of the rim there is one row of deep punctures. These punctures have been made 
by some pointed implement, like the fang of a tooth, or a sharpened stick, or perhaps 
a pointed flint. This urn, when opened, contained nothing but bones, in large 
fragments — no implement or ornament of any kind with them. The bones were 
those of an adult male. 

Beside the large um, as stated above, were found fragments of what may have 
been a covering vessel inverted over its contents. This conclusion was the more 
readily arrived at since the next urn to be described (No. 6), which was found side 
by side with No. 5, had, as we shall see, a covering vessel. 

No. 6 and 5 (Fig. 228) in situ, — The covering vessel which guarded the contents 
of No, 6 was cut through by the spade, and at one thrust there was laid open to 
view the interior of the um, with a small cup (No. 6b) lying obliquely within. 
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exceeded 4 ft. or at the most 4 ft. 2 inches (122 to 127 cm). Amongst them were 
found beads of jet and amber, to be described later. 

No. 7 (Fig. 226) — Another variation in shape, as well as in style of ornamentation, 
is seen in No. 7. There is the usual over-hung collar, but notice it, as it was photo- 
graphed in situ, and you will observe a suggestion of a 
double shoulder. The bevelled rim at the mouth has 
short rows of twisted cord impressions running radially 
across its thickness, not, as in the others, circling the 
circumference of the urn. The urn is 10 in. (25*4 cm) 
in height, and is 7J in. (18-4 cm) across the mouth. 
The high-waisted body, with its slight double shoulder, 
tapers quickly to a bottom 3J in. in diam. It is 
ornamented on the collar with a rude diamond-like 
pattern, made by some pectinated implement, the 
set of points or teeth in which formed 3 row li in. 
{2'2 cm) long. The body bears these same markings, 
less symetrically applied, and finished off at the 

greatest diameter by a row of punctures, irregularly pjg j26,_no. 7. Urn. 

placed, each shewing three cusps. A fragment of 
the collar shows not only the pattern, but also an 

interesting accidental addition thereto in the form of several unmistakable imprints 
of the potter's thumb nail. They have been made by his left thumb, as he turned 
the urn round while working on its surface with the implement in his right hand. 
In this nrn were found fragments of a bone pin which I shall describe below. 

No. 8 (Fig. 227) — This " incense cup "" measures 2| in. {7 cm) in height, is 4 in. 
(io-2 cm) at its greatest outside diameter, while the outside measurement at the mouth 



No. 3.-Cup, Na 6b— Cup. 

No.8.-Cup. No. la-Cup, 



is 3 in. (7*6 cm). It is not so squat nor so contracted at the mouth as No. 6b, its sides 
being more perpendicular. Still it is distinctly a specimen of the same class of vessel, 
and shoMTs, like all the others, the two smalt perforations at the base. They are seen 



' This Cup was found lying by itself, not iodoeed in an u 
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Although it is said that " The practice of covering the ashes, when deposited in 
an upright urn, with an inverted urn or patera, was probably common," I can find 
only one British example—one from Lincolnshire, — figured by Mr, J. B. Waring in 
his book on Ceramic Art. At the same time he cites numerous examples of 
" covered urns from widely separated sites," — Denmark, Northern Germany, and 
Italy, — but none of these is a cover in the form of an inverted Um. Again, Dr. 
Thurman, in his book on British Barrows, gives no example of such a covering 
to any urn amongst the many he describes. We have therefore, I think, been 
specially fortunate in securing the fine specimen I am now about to describe. * 

No. 6, No. 6a, and No. 6h (Fig. 225) are respectively cinerary um, covering 
patera, and enclosed "incense" cup. 

This urn (No. 6) is a typical specimen of the form or shape peculiarly British. 
It has the shelving over-hung collar, but, note it has the body from the collar to the 
well-defined shoulder hollowed with the concavity outwards. It is with this type in 
his mind that Waring says : " Nor have we been able to find any example among 
the great nations of antiquity to which the peculiar shape of our early British urns, 
with their shelving bands at the mouth and hollow beneath, can be compared." Its 
dimensions are — 10 in. (a5'4 cm) in height, by 8 in. (2o'3 cm) across at the mouth. 
The collar is 3 in. (7-6 cm) deep, and from the shoulder the um tapere quickly to a 
narrow bottom 3) in. (S-g cm) in diameter, on which it rests. The rim is sharply 
bevelled, but there is no attempt whatever at ornamentation on any part of the urn. 
The outline of the urn is irregular, as if it had warped in the baking, although it is 
made of bright red pottery, close in grain, and seemingly well baked. 

No. 6a. — The covering vessel, or patera, closely resembles those which Dr. 
Thurman classifies as food vessels. It may have been a food vessel appropriated to 
this sepulchral use ; certainly its bulging sides suggest holding capacity, and give it a 
decidedly different outline from that of the ordinary sepulchral urn. Its height is 
barely 7 ins., (7-8 cm) and it measures exactly the same at its greatest diameter, 
the shoulder, while at the mouth it measures j^ins. (14 cm) across. It is made of 
fine clay, well worked and smoothly finished, and is ornamented both on IxKly and 
collar ; and on the inner aspect of lip or rim there are two circles of impressed 
twisted cord. The pattern on the collar consists of alternating pyramids formed of 
incised lines, enclosed above and below by three circles of impressed cord. The body 
is ornamented by decussating incised lines, terminated at the shoulder by a row of 
punctured triangular markings. Inside it shows traces of black pigmentation. 

No. 6b.— The little "incense" cup which lay under the canopy of the patera just 
described, was pale grey in colour from not having been baked sufficiently. On 
exposure to the air it showed signs of crumbling. It is only 2 ins. (5 cm) in height, 
by 3I ins. (8-9 cm) at its greatest diameter, and at the sharp edged mouth it 
measures 3f ins. (5-7 cm) across. Its ornamentation is similar to that on the collar 
of the covering vessel. This little cup contained about a teaspoonful of a dry 
greyish looking powder. It shows the invariable double puncturing at its base, the 
holes being one inch apart and cleanly drilled. It rested obliquely on the bones, 
which only filled about two-thirds of theum last described. The bonesin the um have 
been pronounced, by Sir William Turner, F.R.S., K.C.B., Principal of Edinburgh 
University, to be those of a diminutive adult female, whose height could not have 

* Of one of these urns found at Warley, Halifax, in 1848, Leylands description is "This nni 
was protected by a lid, resembling ttie lower portion of a flower pot inverted." Viit aifra p. 395. 
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exceeded 4 ft. or at the most 4 ft. 2 inches (122 to 127 cm). Amongst them were 
found beads of jet and amber, to be described later. 

No. 7 (Fig. 226) — Another variation in shape, as well as in style of ornamentation, 
is seen in No. 7, There is the usual over-hung collar, but notice it, as it was photo- 
graphed in situ, and you will observe a suggestion of a 
double shoulder. The bevelled rim at the mouth has 
short rows of twisted cord impressions running radially 
across its thickness, not, as in the others, circling the 
circumference of the urn. The urn is 10 in. (25-4 cm) 
in height, and is 7J in. (18-4 cm) across the mouth. 
The high-waisted body, with its slight double shoulder, 
tapers quickly to a bottom 3iin. in diam. It is 
ornamented on the collar with a rude diamond-like 
pattern, made by some pectinated implement, the 
set of points or teeth in which formed a row ij in. 
(a-a cm) long. The body bears these same markings, 
less symetrically applied, and finished off at the 

greatest diameter by a row of punctures, irregularly p„ 3^6— No 7. Um 

placed, each shewing three cusps. A fragment of 
the collar shows not only the pattern, but alsn an 

interesting accidental addition thereto in the form of several unmistakable imprints 
of tbe potter's thumb nail. They have been made by his left thumb, as he turned 
the urn round while working on its surface with the implement in his right hand. 
In this urn were found fragments of a bone pin which I shall describe below. 

No. 8 (Fig. aa?) — This " incense cup '"* measures aj in. (7 cm) in height, is 4 in. 
(ro'2 cm) at its greatest outside diameter, while the outside measurement at the mouth 



No. 3.-Cup. ^°- 6b.-Cap 

No.8.-Cup. No. la— Cup. 



is 3 in. (7*6 cm). It is not so squat nor so contracted at the mouth as No. 6b, its sides 
being more perpendicular. Still it is distinctly a specimen of the same class of vessel, 
and shows, like all the others, the two small perforations at the base. They are seen 



■ foiiDd lying by itself, Dot inclosed in an u 
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placed unevenly, out of line, that is, with the ornamentation and with the general 
contour of the vessel, and are only Jin. apart. They are cleanly drilled. The 
ornamentation is not impressed, but incised — three incised lines above and three 
below a band enclosing a chevron pattern, very neatly executed. It closely resembles 
one found in Forfarshire, N.B,, and now in the Edinburgh Antiquarian Museum. 
The two holes in this cup from Scotland appear in Waring's figure of it, but no 
mention of these remarkable perforations is made in the text. 



Fig, 2z8,— No. 6 and 5. /« : 



III. CONTENTS OF URNS. 

One peculiar feature about the deposits within this circle is the apparent diversity 
of method of interment and of dealing with the bodies in prepjaring them for burial. 
But I shall have something to say of this further on. In examining the contents of 
the various urns we found that some contained bones with no fragments of charcoal, 
while others contained abundance of charcoal with mere spicules of bone. Ifcremation 
were followed in every case it must have been in some instances much more 
thorough than in others i but why entire absence of charcoal in many instances ? 
In Urn No. i the fragments of bone were fairly large, some 3 to 4 inches long, many 
of them quite recognisable portions of human osseous anatomy, but we found not 
one scrap of charcoal. Three of the Urns, viz., Nos. 3 and 4, and that found 
impossible of re-construction {fragments lettered F) were foimd filled with charcoal, 
mingled with very smalt spiculas of bone. In these cases we are probably warranted 
in assuming that the process of cremation must have been very thorough. 

In all the instances where either the enclosing urn had crumbled to pieces, or 
where there had been no um used at ail, merely a deposit in a hole in the earth, we 
found that cremation had been very thorough, the charcoal forming the bulk of the 
deposit, bone appearing only in spicules. Where the urns were well made and in 
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better preservation we found the bones in large portions and unmixed with 
charcoal. Therefore I conclude that very different methods had been used in pre- 
paring the bodies for burial. Nos. 5, 6, and 7 contained portions of Ixine of varying 



Fig. 229. — No. 7. In silu. 



size, but none of them any trace of charcoal. Bones from difTerent parts of the 
body could be picked out and recognised with ease. Duplicates, right and left, could 
be found and paired, but in no single urn was there any admixture of the bones of 
two individuals. 

(a) Flints. 

Two of the urns have yielded flints. One 
large semi-circular knife, Fig. 230, or scraper, 
with carefully worked edge, was found in the 
centre of the contents of an urn we were not 
able to remove entire, while two knife-like flints 
came out of the large urn (f), i.e., that found 
in the vallum. 

(b) Bone. 

A bone pin measuring, although minus its 
point, 5^ in. {14 cm), was picked out of urn 
No. I in several portions, and pieced together. 
It is smoothly squared off at the head, nicely 
rounded, highly finished, and has a characteristic cavity at its thick end 
which should enable a comparative anatomist to say from what animal the bone 
came. (Probably the splint bone of a large deer). 

Beside it are figured two portions of another bone pin of smaller size, from urn 
No. 6. This pin is tubular and has probably been made from the leg bone of a 
large bird. 



Fig. 230.^ — Scraper lound in an 
um which it was not possible to 
remove from the eartb, il simply 
crumbled 10 pieces, i^ in. (3S mm). 
long. 
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(c) Bronze. 

In the small cup found within the central urn No. i, a leaf-shaped blade of 
bronze Fig. 231 was placed, and this had fixed to it, by a process of corrosion, a 
bronze pin or awl. The blade is 3 in. (7-6 cm) long, igin. (4-i cm) in breadth, 
and at its greatest thickness it measures ^th of an inch (25 mm). There appeared to 
have been three rivetit fixing the blade to its handle, two of which were in the usual 
position of such rivets and the third apparent rivet on the side near the edge was 
found to have been the product of corrosion and not a rivet at all. By passing one's 
finger and thumb over what may be called the long free margin one can clearly 
feel the bevelling of the sharpened edge. It was probably a dagger. 

The bronze pin or awl i|in. (4'4 cm) in length, which was adherent to one of 
the rivets of the knife has a flattened tang and squared end, by which it could be 
fixed in a wooden handle. It may have served as a kind of borer or bodkin, for 
piercing holes in garments of skin. 



Bronie Awl found i: 
Um Na I. 



As before stated, these two pieces of bronze were found inside the small cup 
contained in the central urn, but this small cup, while large enough to contain the 
blade and awl, could never have contained their handles. From this it might be 
ai^ued that these implements were burned with the body and their less destructable 
portions placed in the cup when the remains were inumed. Or had the metal 
portions simply fallen into the cup after the wooden handles had decayed ? 



IV. PERSONAL ORNAMENTS. 

(a) Bone. 

The bone pins already spoken of, and figured under Implements may have been 
rather personal ornaments, used in fixing the hair, which, we are told, "was worn 
long and fixed in a pyramid " by pins of this sort (Prof. Boyd Dawkins, Early Mam 
M Britain). 

One grooved bone bead was found with the rude clay beads next described. 
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(b) Clay. 
A number of beads of baked clay of varying form, marked with strise many 
of them split in half, were scattered amongst the bones in the central urn. These 
beads, along with portions of engraved bone, probably formed a simple necklet. The 
engraved bone beads belonging to it, although picked out whole, were so friable that 
they went to pieces. 

(c) Jet. (d) Amber. 
From the fine covered urn 
No. 6 came a set of fourteen 
beads Fig. 332, nine of jet and 
five of amber of the red variety. 
The jet beads seem to have 
been bored half, through, from 
one side and half from the other, 
the implement used probably 
being of flint. The holes are 
very wide in proportion to the 
size of the beads : it is not so 
with the holes through the 
amber beads. The largest jet 
bead is striated and measures 
an inch across. Two of the 
amber beads are doubly fusi- 
form, one cubical, one large 
one oblong, and one round. 
All the jet beads are round. 

Placed together these beads p^^ ^.^..This set of Amber and Jet 

form a very fair bracelet, which beads was found in um No. 6, i.t.. that 

would not disgrace the wrist wliirficontamed .heboneswhich, according 

, . ,,.- to Sir Wm. Turner, were those of a very 

of a nowaday wearer (Fig. 10). diminutive adult temale. 



V. IMPLEMENTS, &C., OTHER THAN THOSE FOUND IN URNS. 

(a) Stone. 

In the process of digging several portions of stone were found hearing evident 
traces of having been put to some purpose by the primitive folks whose burial place 
this circle had been. 

An oblong portion of fine sandstone which has been used as a whetstone. 
On one of its surfaces it is hollowed, probably by the sharpening of bronze blades, 
or polishing of flints, and on three of its sides and one end it has grooves where very 
likely bone pins were pointed and bronze awls sharpened. It measures 3^ ins. 
(8-9 cm) long, 2 in. (5 cm) broad, and 2 ins. deep ; but the 2 ins. in depth are worn 
by use to ij in. (3-8 cm). 

Another portion of fine sandstone shows faint traces of a groove across the 
middle of its smooth worn down surface. It is bevelled at both ends, and has 
evidently been subjected to great heat. It measures 3J in. (8-9 cm) by 2 in. (5 cm) 
by li in. (2-8 cm). 
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Three small fragmeDts of stone seem to have been used as rubbers or polishers. 
(b) Flints, Flint Chips, and Fragments of Chert. 

Besides the flints already mentioned as having been actually interred in the urns 
with the bones of the dead, many flint flakes, several scrapers, and knife-like blades 
have been found. 

Cores from which flakes had been struck, chips, and splinters of all shapes, 
unworked fragments which had fallen aside as the artificer in flint chipped out his 
implements and weapons, lay scattered over a well-defined area within the circle. 




Fie. 133. — Portion of an incised bone shewn both sides. It is not 
possible to say whether it came out of an um or not as it was 
"removed" by a visitor on the Brst day of excavation. Full size. 

One fine leaf-shaped arrow head. Fig, 187 (p. 291) was picked up not far from the 
centre of the circle by Mr. Y. Greenwood, of Todmorden. It bears evidence of having 
been subjected to great heat, as do several others of the flints. The amorphous 
structure of the flint is lost, its transparency is gone, it has become opaque, white, 
and somewhat crystalline. The arrow head is finely finished, and appears to have 
been polished. 

A number of scrapers, and some broken portions of boring implements — knife- 
like flints, arrow or javelin heads — all showing careful working, were found. 

Many fragments of chert lay in the ground close by the urns. 

Nearly all the flints, the whetstone, and the other stone implements, were 
found in a particular part of the North- East quadrant. 

GENERAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSIONS. 

I have already called attention to the curious diversity of method of interment 
observed, and would now do so somewhat more particularly. 

(i) Many of the deposits showed no trace of an Urn, consisting only of charcoal 
and fine spicules of bone, placed in a scooped out more or less circular hole. Very 
complete cremation had evidently been carried out in these instances. (Or were 
those merely deposits of debris ?) 

Other deposits showed a red crumbling margin, with no sign of consistency 
about it, looking as if the incinerated remains had been shovelled into the hole hot, 
thus producing slight baking of the clay. 

(2) The deposits marked on the plan (U.D.) certainly had been enclosed in urns; 
they were well defined, although the urns defied any attempt at removal, crumbling 
almost to powder. These contained charcoal, with somewhat larger splinters of 
bone, and, in one instance, a large flint knife or scraper. 
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(3) Deposits in rude diminutive urns, containing much charcoal and bits of bone, 
aet in the earth without any protecting stones, were exemplified in Nos. 2 and +. 

(4) The larger, more finely made and ornamented urns were set upright in the 
ground, and round them were placed numerous thin fiat stones, on edge, as seen in 
the photo of Nos. 5 and 6, where several of the small flat stones were left in situ. 
These urns contained large recognisable portions of bone, no trace of charcoal, and 
generally the bones were accompanied by some ornament or implement. 

(5) One urn at least we have seen was placed in the vallum, and evidence is not 
wanting that it was rudely enclosed in something like a kist. It contained charcoal, 
with bits of bone and two flints. 

Why these differences ? Are they to be explained by differences of rank ? by 
difference in period of time F or how ? Dr. Thurman describes the majority of urns 
found in the Wiltshire barrows he examined as having been inverted in the earth- 
None of those found at Blackheath has been so inverted — all of them stood upright. 
The patterns represented in the ornamentation of the Urns and Cups are of the 
conventional kind : Zig-Zag or Chevron — Herring Bone — Saltire — variously applied. 
What are we to call this circle ? Although resembling, in some respects, the 
true disc barrow, it differs in having no ditch within the vailum, and in the leve] 
within the circle being slightly lower than the general level of the ground outside. 
Some who have seen it have named it a camp, and have likened it to the Irish 
Rath or Ring Fort. But there is no trace of a ditch outside the vallum, and the 
vallum is altogether too slight for anything in the way of fortification. Agun, it is 
commanded by a mound within easy bow-shot, and would therefore have been 
useless as a fort. Evidence might be adduced to prove that the circle had been used 
as a camping ground as well as a cemetery : the baked floors, the fiints, evidently 
manufactured on the spot, point to this. But we should surely then have found 
at least scraps of domestic pottery ; and no such scrap has been found, except 
where, as already stated, it had been devoted to sepulchral use. If these primitive 
people camped in this circle, we might have expected to find besides implements 
and domestic pottery, the remains of animals. But remains of domestic and wild 
animals are conspicuous by their absence from our catalogue of things found. Of 
course, these animal remains would not be enclosed in urns, and may have 
decomposed and disappeared, the human remains owing their preservation largely to 
the urns and to the charcoal. Dismissing the camp theory, the circle may be regarded 
as a modification of the true disc barrow, and might be named a ring cemetery. 

The cairns of stones at the cardinal points, situated just within the vallum, as 
well as certain of the large stones at other points in the wall, may have marked 
interments, as indeed some of them have been proved to do. 

Our examation of the vallum was interrupted by the severity of the weather, but 
I hope we may at some future time be able to complete the work of exploration there- 
Looking at the plan of the circle, it will be seen that there are large areas 
showing no trace of interments, and that a great part of these barren areas has been 
either trodden or baked into a hard floor. Some sort of work must have been carried 
on in these areas, and that work, I think, was the making of urns and the preparation 
of the bodies for cremation. The clay too for the ums was probably dug from those 
two deep holes already mentioned ; it would then be mixed and tempered with the 
pounded sandstone grit, of which a great quantity lay in the N.W. quadrant. 
The ums would then be baked in a rude furnace, of which the stones at the 
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western point may be the remnants. Certainly all round those stones there was 
abundant evidence of fire, several inches of the depth of the soil tieing simply baked 
clay, mixed with grit. The extensive charcoal floor lying to the north of the centre 
was in all probability the spot where cremation was carried on. 

That very different methods of dealing with the bodies must have been used was 
at once evident on examining the contents of the urns. Here were spicules of bone, 
mingled with charcoal ; there, large fragments of bone, no charcoal. In the former 
case no bone was rect^isable ; in the latter, re -const ruction of the skeleton being 
almost possible. Even the small bones of the hand it was possible to pick out and 
put t<^ether. 

In the latter case how were the soft parts got rid of ? Were the bodies exposed 
to action of fire only till the flesh fell away, the dried bones then broken up, inumed, 
and interred ? This assumption would explain the presence in the urns of articles so 
easily destroyed as jet would have been by fire. On the other hand, these destruct- 
ible things might have been thrown in after cremation, when the bones were gathered 
into the urn. 

Had it been possible to put together any considerable part of the calvarium of 
any of the bodies in these urns, measurement might have been attempted, with the 
idea of proving whether we were dealing with the remains and relics of a dolicho- 
cephalic or brachy- cephalic people. But the nature of the fragments rendered that 
attempt futile, some fairly large portions which might have yielded a clue being 
contorted either by heat or pressure, or both. 

"INCENSE" CUPS. 

I have no intention of discussing here what the nature and purport is of these 
curious little vessels, with their double perforations and peculiar shape. Like others, 
treating of these strange vessels, I have used the name 'Incense Cup' althougq 
inclined to think it quite a misnomer. 

The patterns of the vessels I have described above, and the vessels themselves 
in form, are no two of them alike, but all bear a decided family likeness to others 
found in various parts of the British Isles. By careful comparison of these Black- 
heath specimens with related forms, it may be possible to determine, approximately 
at least, their age, and the race, if not the tribe, who made them. Such a comparison, 
however, is beyond the limits of a paper like the present. I content myself, there- 
fore, with having presented the facts — the facts as we found them in the earth, 
where they had lain so long, a buried page of history. 

The difficult and delicate work of restoring the urns above described was under- 
taken by Mr. Standen and Mr. Hardy, of Owen's College Museum, Manchester, and 
both of those gentlemen tent valuable aid during the course of the excavations ; as 
did also Mr. J. T. Binns, of Todmorden, who, constantly on the spot with his camera, 
made it possible for me to preserve a photographic record of the urns i« situ. 

I desire to thank Professor Boyd Dawkins for the kindly interest he showed and 
for the advice he gave during che course of the excavations at Blackheath. Thanks 
are also due to Sir William Turner, F.R.S., K.C.B., Principal of Edinbuigh 
University, for his kindness in examining and reporting on certain of the bones 
submitted to him, and to Dr. J. Anderson, Curator of the Edinburgh Museum 
of Antiquities, for his goodness in helping me in a close comparison of the urns 
above described with those in the splendid collection of cinerary urns in bis charge. 
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Ellis Wm..zii. 

Ellis Wm.. attorney, 276 

Ellison Elizabeth, widow, resident in Hali&ix 
1400, 142 

Elison EJias, trespass by, 1307, tiS 

Elizabeth Queen, i! 3, 7, 119, 137. 168, 197. 266 

Emerson and Co.'s tea warehouse. 1792, 277 

Eremite Hugh, the living at Halifax, 1307, 12S, 
145 

Erskine Mr. musician, 1783, 273 

Etheridge Mr., witness before House of Com- 
mons Committee, 1774, 95 

Elherington C., bookseller at York, 264 

Ettall Samuel, Wife of. gibbetted, 281 

Evans Sir John, quoted, 286 

Exiey John, token of, 282 

Fairbauk Anna, gibbetted, z8o 
Fairbank George, gibbetted. 280 
Farrar Bishop, native of Halifftx 115 
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Favour Dr., puritan vicar of Malifai, 159, 174, 

i8s 

Fawcett John, schoolmaster Brearley Hall. 
269, 271, 173 

Feather John, of Roughhead, 59 

Fenton Rd., at Lord Rockingham's meeting, as 

Ferrand Benj.. at Lord Rockingham's meeting, 
25 

Ferror Robert, smith, indicted 1467, 163, 167. 
168 

Ferrour Joho, indicted 1467, 160 

Fielding, 115. SeeN. T. Fielding. 

Fieldii^ Copley, R.A., aso 

Fielden Mr Luke, flints foand by, ztiS, sgi 

Fielding N T., pictureof Halifax by, 115, zzo 

Firth Arthur, fjibbelted, 280 

Fisber Wm., 311 

Fitzgerald Col., of Horton House, Halifax, 168 

Fleming Thos., of Hipperholme, 1332. 146 

Flemings settlnl in England. 146. 14H 

Flesher las., of Halifax Old Market, 189 

Folds Wm., accessory to D^hton's murder, 
21-24, 31. 38, 39. 43, 45-50, 5I-5S 

Fossetl James, of the House at the Nook. 
Halifax. 188 

Foster Joseph, 68 

Fournes family, 171 ; Agnes, wife of Edmund 
of, 167; Edmund, of Shaghe-hill, 167 ; James, 
weaver, 149; wife of, 163, 165-167; John, 165; 
vagabond, 166 ; son of John ; son of Ralph, 
167; bell founder, 173; gentleman. 207; 
Joseph, of Ovenden Hall, 187; Martha, 
daughter of Joseph, 187 ; Percival, son of 
Edmund, 167 ; Ralph, Jr., indicted 1467, 166 ; 
Ralph, draper, of Well House, 149, 165-167 : 
Rd., of the Well House. 165 ; Robert, indicted 
1467, 160: yeoman, 165, 166, 167; Tbos., 
bellfounder, 167 ; Wm., walker, indicted 
1467. 149. 165, 167 

Fox John, brawling in church, 141 

Foxcroft Anthony, Junior, tpi. Anthony, J.I'., 
ofWoodhouse,Skircoat. 183-187 igi; Daniel, 
father of Anthony, senr., 1S6; Ellen, daughter 
of Anthony, 187; Elizabeth, daughter of 
Daniel. 186; Mary, wife of Anthony. 186 

Frear Nicholas, gibbelted, 280 

Frobisbera. of Haliftut, 113 ; Ann. daughter of 
Nathaniel, 364 ; BeJijn., brother of Joseph ; 
his portrait ; son of Nathaniel, 261-266 ; 
Elii.. daughter of Joseph. 264 ; Joseph, mer- 
chant in Canada: his portrait. 250-266; Dr. J. 
Martin, of Headingly. I,ecds, 265 ; Miss, of 
Leeds, owner of portraits of Joseph and 
Benjamin, 262, 263, 265; Nathaniel, book- 
seller of York, 264, 365 : Peter, son of John, 
266; Sally, daughter of Joseph. 264; Thos.. 
brother of Joseph. 2S4, 266; Wm , brother 
of Joseph, 264, 265 

Probisher j. H., organist of Halifax Parish 
Church, 266 

Probisher Col, Martin, of Cheltenham, 266 

Frobisher Sir Martin, navigator and Vice- 
Admiral, 260, 266; Darby, sailor, son of 
David, 266: David, brother of Sir Martin, 
266 : John, brother of Sir Martin, 266 

Fryston Robert de. Proctor of Hali^ Manor 
1382. »34. J35. 147. '48 



Pulk John, of Sowerby, 130 

Garoett Dr., quoted, 164 

Garnet Richard, gibbelted. 380 

Gassed las., coiner of Soyland, 31 

Gaunt John of payment of poll-tax by, 135 

Gautier Mr., weaver, 17 

Gayting 

Gelder Joseph, s 

Geldert Joseph, of Halifax, evidence given by,57 

George, prisoner 1769, 19 

George I., 98 

George II.. 98 

George III., 3, 7, 8, 104, 361 

Gersed John, token of, 282 

Gibson's Edition of Camdm'i BriUania, 195, 30a. 

Gibson John, innkeeper, 59 

Gibson John, resident in Halifax 1400. 142 : 

tenant of the Manor 1439, indicted 1467, 164 
Gibson Richard, mercer, of Halifax. 149 
Gibson Thomas, presented for illegal brewing, 

138 
Gibson Wm., walker. Constable ot Halifax, 

149, 164 
Giffard Wm., Archbishop of York, 123 
Gilbert-son John, paid polltax 1379, 164 
Gil!, Mr. Tbos,. of Doncaster, money-changer, 

99 
Gillotdogbter Alice, resident in llalifax 1400, 

142 
Glanvil Ranulf de, justiciar, 119 
Gledhill Joseph, of Bull Close, cloth-dresser, 

45. 46, 50 
Gomersail Thos , victualler, of Leeds, 35 
Gould, Justice at York Assizes, 58, 87, 90. 99 
Grafton, Duke of. Lord of the Treasury, 1769, 

32. 34 
Grave D. E, & Son, balance-makers, London. 



Ireen Henry, householder in Haliiax. 1673, 

■83. 185 
ireen Jas,, heatd-striker and coiner, of Halifax, 



Greenwell's British Barrows quoted. 310 
Greenwood, coiner, at Allona, 8, 27, 32 
Greenwood Daniel, coiner, 23, 24, 35. 36. 38. 



t,90 

Greenwood Thos., coiner, of Wadsworth Bank, 
brother of David, 24, 35. 36, 38, 56, 57, 67-69 
Greenwood Thos., labourer, coiner, 103-105 
Greenwood Wm., of Prescott Street, 4 
Greenwood Wm.. of Halifax, 56 
Greenwood Wm., of Mixenden, his house. 155, 
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Gregory Dr., quoted, 289 

Gregory X., Pope, 120 

Grisi, vocalist. 266 

GuDdred, wife of William, Earl of Wa-ren, 118 

Haigb Geo,, of Bemeraide, aao, 284; Wm., 

brother of Geo.. Z20 
Hailey Wm., woolcomber, informer against 

coiners, g, 10, 28, 62 
Hainswonh Abram, of Halifax, it 
Hains worth Timothy, shalloon -maker, of Hali- 
fax. 189. 191 
Holdwonh John de. Shoemaker. 136, 160 ; 

y«oman. 169: butcher, 170, 183, 184. 190 
Hald worth Robert, of Midgley, 133 ; Lord 

Vicar of Halifax, 158, 159, 170 
Haldworlh Wm , walker 149; wife of. 164; 

clothier, 170 
H^l Robert, butcher, of Halifax, indicted 1467, 

171 
Hall Tbomas of the, wife of, 129 
Hall« Sir Chas.. musician. :i66 
Halworth Henry de, paid poll-tax at Halifax. 

169: Otede. paid poll-lax at Halifax, 169, 17Z 
Hamer Henry, manufacturer of Halifax, 211 
Hamer S. H.. his coliectioii of tokens, viii, 282 
Hamerton Philip Gilbert, 259 
Hanbury Mr. of Hamburg, 8 
Hanson, arms of. 168 

Hunson Edward, of Woodhouse. ^enl, 184. 
Hanson Joseph, innkeeper, 30, 41, =^ 
Hanson Joseph, deputy -constable, 5 



temp. Rich. II.. 134, 142 
Hanson Rev. Tbos.of Thornton-in-Craven, 187 
Hardcastle Thos., at Lord Rockingham's meet- 
ing, 23 
Hardery John, of Biugley, murdered 1390. 137 
Hardwick. so-called Forest of. 131 
Hardy Mr., of Owens College Museum, 322 
Hargreaves Isaac, of Lock wood, clothier, 

examined, 100, 101, 102 
Hargreave Rachel, wife of Joseph Frobisher, 

265 
Hargrove W. W., of Clifton, York, 264, 265 
Harper Sam, at Lord Rockingham's meeting, 

25 
Harpur Wm., comer, of Lee Bank, 36. 38 
Harrison's Wm., Hislorkol Datriptim of 

Britain, 204 
Harrison P., wife of, Bradford, gibbetted, 280 
Harry King, appoints a Yeoman of the Guard, 

1523, 152 
Hartley David, coiner, (King David), 5, 13, 14. 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 23. 30, 36. 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 
44. 45. 46, 47. 51. 51. 53. 57. 62, 63, 81. 82, 85, 
88, 92, 95, 106, 107, tio. Ill ; Isaac, brother 
of David, 19. zi. 30. 31. 39. 42. 43. 51-53. 57. 
63-63, 78, 80-85, 88, 92, 106, 107; Wm., 
brother of David, 36. 42, 43 
Hartley Rd. J., A.M.Insl.C.E., plan by, 304. 303 
Hartshome Albert, quoted, 03 
Hasleden MichaelJ. token of, 282 
Haulesworth Laurence, tailor, of Sowerby, i 
Haworth Mr. Jas , of Halifax. 89, 99 
Hayghe Laurence, cardmaker, felony by, 165 

Beald Timothy, of Halifax. 211 
eap J., of Lod, coiner, 31 



Heap J., of Turley, coiner, 31 

Helliwell Daniel, of Ligbthazles, coiner. 31 ; 

Jas., coiner, 31, 99 
Helliwell Joshua, publican, of Sowerby. 90 
Henry I . 118 
Henry II.. 119 

Henry III., izo. 122, 123, 126, 146. 197. 200 
Henry IV,. 162 
Henry V., 162 
Henry VI., 152, 134, 200 
Henry VII.. 134. 157, 167, 175. 180 
Henry VIII., 7, 119. 141, 145. 157, 158, 167. 168, 

172 
Henster John, yeoman of Halifax, 160 
Hepwortn Matthew, butcher, of Oveuden, 30 
Heton Richard de. Vicar of Halifax, 173 
Hewitt N., Northowram, gibbetled, 280 
Hey Paul, mercer, of Halifax Market, igi 
Heywood's Diarus quoted, 187 
Higgin Henry, resident in Halifax, 183, 191 
Hiil Ely. coiner, 38 : John, coiner, 3B 
Hill E, H., coroner, vii 
Hird Robert, walker of Halifax. 149 
Hirst Edward, resident in Soulhowram, 185 
Hirst John, Jr.. paper-maker of Bradley Mill, 

276: John, Sr,, 276 
Hirst Wm., of Huddersfield, ■ 



Hodgskins, clothier, of Halifax, 131, 192 

Hodgson's Mr,, Academy al Halifax, 271 

Hoemes Prof,, quoted, 2 89 

Hogarth, genius of, 215 

Holden Mr, Joshua, flint found by, 291 

H olden Thomas, whitesmith, of Halifax, 190 

Holder Adam, of Halifax, 209 

Holdsworth Sam, of Weslfield. coiner, 31 

Holgate Richard, resident in Halifax 1439, 170; 

Wm.. yeoman of Halifax 1467. 160, 170 
Holland Wm, Jas., witness against coiners, 103 
Holmes Jas., coiner. 38 
Holrodes Henry, indicted for stabbing. 137 
Holt Oliver, of Ripponden, 89 
Holtby Rob., Deputy Clerk ol Assize, York, vii 
Ham's Every Day Book, quoted, 199, 203 
Hope John, estimate of building by. 216 
Hope Samuel, estimate of building by. 216 
Hopkinson Widow, almshouses o^ 215 
Hopwood Michael, resident in Halifax, 183 
Horner's John Colliclivn 0/ Halifax Vital, 115 
Hoisefall John, constable of Halifax, 166, 167 
Horsfall Henry, of Calais, in Halifax. 49, 50 
Horsfall John Lister, father of Wm., 190 
Hoisfall Mr., J,P., of Huddersfield, 35, 258 
Horsfall Nathan, butcher of Salconstal, 29 
Horsfall Rd,. assault on, 167 
Horsfall Wm., of Hebdan Bridge, igo. igi 
Horton Joshua, magistrate of Halifax, vii, 42, 

65, 84-86. 90, 91, toi 
Holham Mr., barrister, 41, 43 
Houghton Stephen and Son, balance makers of 

Ormskirk. 72. 73 
Houldsworth Joseph, information by, 69 
Hovenden's History, quoted, 119 
Howarth Jas,, al Lord Rockingham's meeting, 

25 
Howarth Mr., of Mytbolm. 109 
Hoyle Eli, account of coiners by, 31 
Hoyle John, engraving of Halifax Gibbet by, 

197, 202-204 
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Hoyle Rd.. Heptonstall gibbetted, 281 

Hudson Henry, gibbetted. zSi 

Hadson's Rev. Mr. Academy, 271 

Hudson Mr., musician of York, 273 

HuQl Henry, gibbetted, iSo 

Hustler John, letter and uarrative by, 9, 10 

Hutchiuson's Rev. Mr. Academy, 271 

Hutcbinson Wm. of Altona. letter by, 8. 32 

Hyde Thoa.. corouer of Halifax, vii. 16, 21. 24, 

30. 45-47- 50. 51. 56. 57. '°6 
Hylelegh Thos. de. Jr.. of Sowerby, 137 

Ibbetson Sir Jas., Bart., at Lord Rockingham's 

meeting, 25 
Ibbetson John, wool dealer of Ovenden, coiner, 

30, 41, 61 
Illingworth Adam of, juror at Sowerby, izg 
II I ins worth Isaac, Ogden, gibbetted, 281 
Ingedaid Master, first Vicar of Halifax, 116. 

121, 123. 125. 128 
Ingham Abraham, murder of, 58 
InglisMrs.. daughterof Mr. Jeremiah Rawson, 

viii. 233. 138. 255, 284 
Ingram Lord, lord of Halifax Manor. 207 
Iredale Robert, woolcomber of Southowram, 
r, 99 



Jackson Andrew, resident in Ovenden. 185 

Jackson Phebe, information by, 24 

Jacobs E., printer and publisher, of Halifax, 3, 

186. 197. 202, 205. 207, 212. 216. 2l8, 220, 264, 

265, 268-272, 275-*77. ^79 
Ja^^r Jas., coin-clipper, 13-19, 36. 44. 4'5. 47. 

58.63 
aksoQjohn, resident in Halifax, 142 

' enkinsoo Mr., Lord of the Treasury, 34 
ohn King, 119 
ones Joshua, arrested, 50 
ordan John, sod of, surety. 128 

Kamimura Admiral, at Sydney, N.S.W.. 256 
Kemp's Mr., evidence on coining. 95 
Kendall H. P., referred to, vii. viii, 1. 3. 74. Z38 
Kent Wm., smith, of Halifax. 141, 172 
Kenyon John, witness against coiners. 105 
Kerabaw Abram.. coiner, of Turvin, 31 : Alex- 



ander, V 



iss,5i 



Kershaw Jas., coiner, of Turvin, 31 

Kighley Jonathon, token of , in, 282 

King Sir John, Vicar of Halifax, 144 

King Miss, portrait of. 233, 236 

Kirkby John de. Treasurer of England, I2j, :26 

Knight Robert, Sarah, name on Halifax ware, 

*43 
Kynge John, Vicar of Halifax. 138. 140, 172, 173 
Ijkcy Edw., witness to will, 174 
Lacy John, of Cromwell Bottom, 134. 157 
Lacy John, Hahfax, gibbetted, aSo 
Lacy Rd,, agent of Lord Clifford, 154 
Lacy Thos., of Southowram, 162 
Lacy family. 167, 169 
Lancaster Duke of, tax paid by. 135 
Lancaster Henry of. title of. 153 
Langley Edmund of, grant to. 132 
Lascy John, franklin of Southowram. 135 
Law John, of Erringden, coiner, 31, 90 



Law Mark, of Turvin. coiner. 31 

Law Robert, F.G.S., flints, found by, 290, 300, 
302.309 

Law Wra„ of Turvin, coiner, 31 

Learoyd Gabriell. token of. in, 283 

Learoyd John, gibbetted. 194. 2S0 

Irearoyd John, token of, 282 

Lee, hamster. 58 

t.ee Alan of the. juror at Halifax. 129 

I-ee John, 211 

Leedes Justice, 18, 19, 20, 44. 56, 63 

Lees Jas., searcher and witness against coiners, 
69, 103 

Leigh Rev. Dr., at Lord Rockingham's Meet- 
ing, 25 

Leland, quoted. 136 

Leofardo Gilbert de Sancto, Vicar gen. of Abp.. 
of York, 123 

Lepton Joan, resident at Halifax, 1400, 141 

1,6 wes Lord Prior of. 116, 123 117, 129, 130, 
'32. 133. 143. M4. 148. 169 

I^yland F.A.. Notes o» Coming at Halifax, vii., 
13, 14, t6, 38. 44, 106. 107, 109, 195, 206, 2t4, 
259. 294, 296-298 ; John, editor, son of F. A. 
Leyland, vii.. 115, 259, 292, 314; Roberts, 
botanist, fother of F. A. Leyland. 259 

Ligonier Lady, mansion of, in Halifiix, 215 

Liley Rd,, of Soyland, coiner, 31 

Linois Admiral, defeat of, 234, 23G 

Lister Alice, daughter of Wm., 134; Bate, the. 
of Hali^, 129. 143. 147: Isabel, presented 
for illegal brewing. r3S ; Joan, daugfaler of 
Wm., 169 ; Sir John, founder of Lister Hos- 
pital. i68; Rd. Jr.. of Northbrigg. 143, 168 ; 
Richard, Senior, 13$, 141, 143, 144, 160. 168 : 
Sam.. 168, tB6; Wm., of Ovenden, 141, 168; 
draper, 154 ; of North Bridge, 148, 154, 168, 
J69, 173; Yeoman, 16S. 169; Senior, 167 

LJster John, coiner. 31, 102, 103 

Lister John, of Shibden. M.A.. vii., 40, 114, 
:i6, 175, ■78. 1 



183-185, 191 
Lister Thos.. coiner. 62, 69 
Lister Wm., witness. 88 
Ijster Sam, J. P., of Horlon. 9, 10. 77, 83-85 
Lister Josh.. 21. 30. 41, 51. 54, 57 ; Grace, wife 

of Joshua. 31, 57 
Litbesles Thomas of. fined, 128 
Litiiater J, Sr., Yeoman of Halifax, 162 
Lloyds and Catanea, 211 
Lockwood Vilkin. life of 270 
Lockyer's Slonihtngi referred to, 310 
Lofthouse Jas., chemist, Halifox, 191, 222 
Lonsdale Henry, articles in possession of, viii., 

237. 250, 251 
Loowode Wm. of, 128 
Longbottom John, vii. 
Lord Jas.. 43. 85 
Louch Mr., of Sandall, J.P., 33 
Lowtber Elizabeth, tenant in Elland, 1S3 
Lucas Mr., witness on coining. 95 
Lum Sarah, Halifax, gibbetted 281 
Lumb A., farmer of Sowert™. 31, 88 
Lumb Mr , steward of Halifax Manor. so6 
Lyndesay Robert de, death of, 137 
Lyster Robert, the dyer, of Halifax, 135, 14a, 

'43. 148 
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Macaulay, qaoled, no 

Mackenzie Alex., voyages by, 260, z6i, 364 

Maitland F W,, author, 197 

Mokindotjhler Isabel, resident id Halifax, 143 

Mail bran, referred to, 366 

Maloney, referred to, 194 

Marsden }., engraving; by, 202 

Marsden t- Rev., chaplain, 92 

Marshall 1., witness, 90 

Martin Mr., teacher of languages. 271 

Marton Stephen, of Elland, coiner, 13, 14 

Mary Queen, 7, 187 

Mason Thoa., gibbetted, 2S0 

Mathewson Henry, murder of, 137 

Maunsel Rd., lenant in Hlpperholme, 131 

Maunaell Wm., bue and cry against, 129 

Mawhood Rd.. al Ix>rd Rockingham's Meeting. 

25 
McTavish Si moo, partner with Frobisher 

Mechell Wm., stabbing of, 137 

MeKOtsonJohn.barker, of Halifax, outlawed, 137 
Mekysburgh Richard of, indicted for murder. 

137. 142 
Mellin Abram, chemist, in Halifax, Corn- 
market, 278 
Mellin Elizabeth, of Mount Pelloti Lane. 189 
Mellin Miss, Academy of, 271, 272, 273 
Mellin Thos , tenant in Halifax, 18S. 191 
Mellor James, Halifax, gibbetted, z8i 
Melton Wm. de. tax-collector, 135 
Mencelin Isaac, of the Mint, 59 
Mercer Elizabetb (Bettyl and Penelope, linen- 
drapers, of Halifax Market, 188, 1S9. 190, 
191 ; Su&annah, linen-draper, of Halifax 
market, 188, 191 
Mercer Thos. the, of Warley, 145 
Mercer Wm. the, of Halifax, 145 
Michell Wm., tailor, of Halifax, 149, 170 
Midelton Adam of, juror of Halifax, 1211 
Mideley Rd., Midgiey, gibbetted, 281 
Midgley Dr. Sam, author ' "" "■ 

Booh, 131. 131, 11)1, 197, 203 
Miggelay Adam of, juror, of Halifax. 129 
Miegelay John of, juror, of Halifax, 129 
Milias Sir Richard, chaplain, of Halifax, 141 
Milner Alice, wife of Robert, 165; Chris., tailor. 
of Halifax, 149, 164 ; Elias the, of Halifax, 
145 ; Henry, indicted for felony, i6j : John 

ir., resident at Halifax, 142; senior, 142; 
ohn, of the com mill, 135, 143; glover, of 
ialifax, 149: John the, 128, 145, 147: Mar- 
garet, daughter of Robert, i6j ; Kd., constable, 
of Halifax, 142 : yeoman. 160, 164, 165 ; 
Robert, of the com Mill, 134; of Skircoat, 
164. 165 : Thos.. of Skircoat, yeoman, 164 ; 
Wm. the, of the corn mill, 145, 165 

Milner Jas. or Miller, of Harding Beck, coiner, 
67, 68 

Milner Jas,, witness against coiner, loj 

Milner J , bookseller, 265, 270 

Milner Marie, widow, of Ovendeo, 183 

Milnes John, of Wake&eld, at Lord Rocking- 
ham's meefing, 25, 35 

Milnes James & Co.. 2ii 

Milnes f . signature of, 66 

Mirfield Isabel de, widow, debtor, 134 ; Wm, 
of, proctor of Lewes IMory, Wm. tenant of 
the Shaye, Halifax, 133, 135, 144, 147 
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Mitchell Anthony, Sowerby. gibbetted. skeleton 

Mitchell Jonas, innkeeper of Denham, 68 
Mitchell John, clothier of Ovenden, 278 
Mitchell Jonas, tenant in Halifax, 183; Josias, 

tenant in Halifax, 191 ; Thos., tenant la 

Halifax, 1S5, 191 
Moll's County Maps, quoted. 199, 305 
Moore J., surveyor of Hipperholme, 265 
Mortillel's Mtiiii Ptthtstonque, quoted, 289 
Mortimer Rd,, assessor of land-tax, 59 
Morton Joseph of Slainland, plasterer, 100, loi 
Morton Stephen, arrested for coining, 36, 38 
Mancaster Dr. of the Mount, Halifax, 220 
Murgatroyd John of Warley, 218 
Mui^alroyd Mr., urns presented to Museum 

Murgatroyde P., 69 

Nailer Elias, executors of, T40 

Nalson John, Jr. of Shibden, 187 

Naylor John, resident in Halifax, 14s 

Nellson Richard, fuller, son of Robert. 147, 

148 ; Robert, fuller, of Halifax, 147, 148 
Nelson Rev. E , author of HUtory of Halifax, 

translation of inscription by, 186, 270 
Nelson Mary, daughter of Rev. R.. 263 ; Rev. 

R , of Gardaie, 265 
Nelson Rev. Mr., at Lord Rockingham's meet- 
ing, 25 
Nelson Thos.. merchant, of York, 154, 1G9 
Nevylle Wm. de Sir, Kt. of Raby, 137 
Newall Mary, of Heptonstall, acquitted of 

murder. 38 
Newmarch Mr., balloon ascent by, 263 
Nicholas IV. Pope, 124 
Nicholl J'ohn, 183. 183. 191 
Nicholl S., of Green House, Savile Park. 263 
Normanton Mathew, murderer of Wm. Digh- 

ton. 21-24. 3'. 38, 39. 4'. 43. 45-58. 62-66, 

78-91, 107-109 
H. ... ton Samuel, token of. 283 
Normanton Thos., evidence of, 48, 49. 31, 34 
North Lord. Lord of the Treasury, 34. 95 
Northland John Hugh-son of, juror, of Halifax, 

129 
Northumlierland Earl of, burial, 154 
Norton F. W., barrister. 41, 43, 58 
Novble Edward, token of. 283 
Nowell John, token of, 285 
Nowhode John, accused of forestalling, 139 

Oates Jouah ft Sam, z 

Oddy H. R., drawings by, v „. , , 

Ogden Edmund, Lancashire, gibbetted, 381 



., drawings by, viii.. 115, 177 



Oldheld Jonan.. surgeon, 30 

Olearoid Timothy, token of, 263 

Ordel Bob of HaJifax, 61 

Or-graver Richard the. of Halifax, 127 ; Robert 
the, of Halifax, 143 

Oswaldo Master Hugh de Sancto, Dean of 
Ponlefract, 123 

Otes Brian, ;Hifa b 5larr, his charity, 172, 183, 
187 ; Elizabeth wife of Brian. 172 ; C^orge, 
butcher of Halifax, 172 ; Gibbon of Halifax, 
172; Joan, daughter of Wm., 137; John, 
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walker, Ac., of HaliEai. 149, 172: Robert of 

Halifai, 172 : Thos., lawsuit by. i6z : Win.. 

mercer, of Halifu, 138. 142, tjj. 137. 161 ; 

of Shibden. 162, 170, 172 
Ovenden Richaid de, vicar of Halifax, 130 
Oveoden Wood. Robert of, plaiotiff in 1400, 

140 

Pacanini. referred to, 266 

Pucrave Sir F., quoted, 132. 200 

Parker John, atuft maker of Shacklelon. ig 

Parker John, token of, iii. 283 

Parker Rob^. solicitor of Halifax, vii., 16. 25, 

30, 41, 42, 50, 52, 56-58, 60, 78, 8a, 90, 91, 190, 

218; Mrs., wife of Roberl. 78 
Parson & White's Annals 0/ Yotks.. 293 
Patteson W., waterworks ensineer. discoverer 

of Walshaw Dean Stone Circle, 304, 305 
Peck Philip Richardson, of counties Denbigh 

and Sotn. 144; Rd. of Ouram Hall, 144: of 

Halifax, 172 
Pek Rd., the smith, 136, 144 
PekeRd., will of, 144 
Pern & Milnes John, manufacturer? of Halifax. 

Pennant, quoted, 206 
Peier-<ioa Thos., hue and cry against, 129 
Petro Signor, pyrotechnist, 216. 275 
Peverel-thorpe Sir Walter de, cbaplain of 

Halifax, 121 
Philippa Queen, 132 
Pickles John of Wadsworth Row. coiner, 13, 



Pilkinglon John and Rob., chief foresters of 
Sowerby, 152, 153 ; Chas. and Thos., sons of 
Robert, 152. 153 

Pilkington Sir Lionel, present at Lord Rocking- 
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ing. 25 
of Bark! 



Pindar Wm., of Barkisland, weaver, 100, loi, 

Pitt-Riven General, quoted, 286 

Pollard Nath., Alehouse Keeper, 59 

Pollard Wm„ at Lord Rockingham's Meeting, 



Ratnsden Hugh, token of, 283 
Ramsden Kd., tenant in Halifax, 1S9 
Ramsden Thos., at Lord Rockingham's meet- 

ing, 25 
Rastrick Roger de, resident in Hali^, lz6o, 

Ratcliff Ed., of Middlaton, gent., 152, 153 
Ratcliff Mr., ajustice, 35 

Rawson Chris., at Lord RcxJiingham's meeting. 
25; of Cr^g Hall, j; Dep. -Lieut, for W. 
Riding, 254-259, 297 ; Mra. Chris., wife of 
Deputy-Lieut , 255 ; Miss Emma Sophjft, 
the late, 233, 237. 238, 255, 258, 284; Sir 
Harry Admiral, IC.C.B., 256: Mrs, Jeremiah, 
of the Shay, 233 ; John, banker, of Halifax, 
256, 257; John, Jr., 258: John Marland, 
drowned at sea, 257 ; Mrs. McDougal!, of 
Mill House, 356, 357 
Rawson Wm., of the Mint, 59 
fiayner, Dawson & Co., 211 
Rtading Tkomoi oj, i6lb centory romance. 192, 

194 
Redmans tbe. of Lund in Thornton, 184 
Reginald-son Hugh, juror at Halifax, 129 
Retford Thos., brazier, of Manchester, 101. 103 
Rbodes Jas., shoemaker, of Hebden Brieve, 64, 

83 
Rhodes John, token of, 283 
Rhymer Thomas the. prophecy of, 284 
Rich Amor, of Bulhooae in Peniston, 187: 

Elkanah, gent., of Bull House, 187 
Richard Duke, son of, 152 
Richard 1 , T46 

Richard II., 134, 136, 137, 166 
Richard the Clerk, of Halifax, 121 
Richardson Hannah, wife of Jobn Lister, 190 
Richardson Lucy, wife of Wm. Robinson. 19a 
Richardson Thos., of the House at the May 

Pole, Halifax, 183, 190, 191 
Riley J. T,, shop of. in Old Market, Halifax. 
'.37 



Potter John, yeoman of Shaghe, 141, 160, 161 
Power Henry, Physician in Halifax, 184, 185 ; 

Bjie, widow of John. 184 ; John, father of 
enry, 184 ; Wm., brother of Henry, 185 ; 
Rev. W.. Rector of Berwick -in- Elmet, 185 

Pratts' Jugs, 246 

Present Wm., of Clare Hall, at Lord Rocking- 
ham's Meeting, 23 

Preston Eliz., aunt of Miss E. S. Rawson, 238 

Priestley John, 211 

Priestley Thos., witness and searcher, 69, 105 

Procter Jas. and Wm., of Soyland, coiners, 31 

Radclifie John, senr. and John, Jr., of Light- 
hazles, coiners, 31: Thos., aon-in-law to 
John, senr., 31 ; Wm., son of John, sen., 31 

Radclifle Wm.. of Milnesbridge, at Lord Rock- 
ingham's meeting, 25 

Radcliffe Sir Jos., of Milnsbridge, 25S 

Radclyff Wm , indicted for murder, 137 

Raine Canon, quoted, 169 

Ralph, forester, of Sowerby, 131 



Robinson Joseph, of Cumberland, miller, 89, 90 
Robinson Rd , constable of Hali^, 135, 142 
Robinson Lucy Ann, inheritance of, 190: Wm., 

of Cheapside, Halifax. 1S8, 190, 191 
Rochford Lord, correspondence of, about coin- 
ing and murder, 32, 83, 86, 90, 91 
Rockingham Marquis of, proceedings by, about 
Dighton's murder, 9, 13, 24.25, 26, 28, 31, 32, 
33. 82, 83 
Rode Wm., house of. 137 
Roger son of Annabilie, 128 
Rogers Edmund, of Barnsley, benefactor, t86 
Rcwers' Prof book quoted. 130. 150, 151 
Roides Will, Chaplain of Halifax. 135 
Rokeby Archbishop, Chancellor of Ireland. 159 
Rollison Dolliff, clockmaker, of Halton. Leeds, 

Roth Bernard, P.R.C.S., quoted, i 
Rowlandson, genius of, 215 
Royde Robert, injury to highway by, 142 
Royds John, at Lonl Rockingham's meeting, 

25, 60; John, Jr., al Lord Rockingham's 

meeting, 23 
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Ruding's Mr., Annals of tht Coinagi, quoted. 7 
Rashworth Jas., osller at Crown &ad Cushion. 

Bradford, 59 
Rushworth Jonathan, Old Royal Oak, Brad- 

Russel Bate, an outlaw, t2i 

Russell J. LawsoQ Dr., excavations and notes 

by, viu., 1S6, 307 
Ryder's James M.S. on Yorkshire. 19a. 194 

Saltonstall Henry of, assult upon, iz8; Richard 
of. surety, iz8 ; Robert of, grave of, Sowerby, 
128 ; Wm. of, brother of Henry, ia8 

SaltoQBtall Ts., of Westfield. coiner. 31 

Saltonstall Mark, executed for riot. 107, loS, 
109, no 

Sanderson Nicholas, Prof, of Mathematics at 
Cambridge, 186 

Saunders' John, Canitrlmry Tain frotn Chauay, 
quoted, i5o 

Savite family crest 157. 179; arms. ijS; Sir 
George, Bart,, [^resident of Halifax Union 
Club, 211 ; Henry Sir, aotiqnary o£ HiUifaK, 
118, 215; Henry, of Copley, 144; Sir John, 
135, 166; John, donation to Halifax Church, 
173; of HullenEdge, 157; of Copley, 134, 
169: Nicholas, of Halifax, 160: Robert, son 
of John of Hullen Edge. 157, J58 

Savylle Henry, Esq., complaint against Halifax 
by. 142 

Sayvall John, son of Henry of Copley. 144 

Say veil Alice, wife of John, 169; John, Rent., 
162 ; Nicholas, landowner in Halifax, 163 

Sayvile John, of Southowram, gent. , 174 

Sayvylle John, tax-collector, 135 

Sayer Thos., solicitor, at Lord Rockingham's 
meeting, 25, 45, 50 

Scholefield Benjamin, of Halifax, mercer. iS3. 
190, 191 

Scott's Bordtr /Uinstrtlsy, quoted. 384 

Scott George, 211 

Scott Mrs., portrait of, 233 

Seed Jas,, of Mdnwood in Slansfield, 63 

Seedling! the, property in Halifax, 168 

Seligmann C. G. Dr., on flints at New Guinea. 
2S8 

Shackleton Jonas, bailiff, of Heptonstall. 56. 
89,90 

Sh&rp Bethiah. name on loving-cup, 242 

Sharp Chas. Swain Booth, at Lord Rocking- 
ham's Meeting, 25 

Sharp John, beheaded at Halifax. 194 

Sharp Joshua, stuffmaker, ofTurberwin, 66 

Sharp Rd., Northowram, gibbetted, 280 

Sharrow Wm., witness, 88 

Sbaw Jas., of Bradshaw, 14 

Shaw Joshua (or Joseph), innkeeper, of Halifax, 
2r-4i 30, 50, 51, 53-6, 60-2, 88, 108; Martha, 
wife of Joshua. 51 

Shipley George, charged with murder, 99 

Simmond's sovereign balance, 77 

Simpson David, 18 

Simpson, Foxcrott and Crofl, arr 

Simpson Francis, Ijailiff, 18, 36, 77, 78, 85 

Simpson Thos., Clerk of Piece Hall, 2ir, 213, 

Simpson Wm,, of Bradford, witness, 87 
Skircotes Jordan of, juror of Haliftlx. 129 
Sladen John gibbetled. 280 



Sladdin John, weaver, of Wadsworth. 63, 64, 

65. 84, 85, 90 
Sladen Lot, name on money-box, 243 
Slater Abraham, token of, 283 
Smealon's plan of Halifax, 115 
Smeelon's G. F. house at Savile Park, 281 
Snerlole John, fined, 129 
Smith, Dyson and Smitb, an 
Smith Geo. o', of Soyland, coiner, 31 
Smith James, Sowerby, gibbetted, 280 
Smith John, of H^l End, Halifai. 183-5 

Joshua, tenant in Halifax, 186 
Smith Josias, woolstapler of Bradford. 58-9 
Smiths J. R, Lilno^aphic Viivis 0/ Halifax. 115 



Smylbson John, of Halifax, 139, 143 
Smythson-wyfe Matilda, 139 
Solms-Laubach Count von. botanist of Berlin, 
29Z 

Somerset Duke of, burial of, 134 

Spencer John, of Lee Bank, 36, 38 

Spencer James, geolc^ist, 289, 292 

Spencer Thos., of Warley, weaver, hanged, 

^4. 54. 57. 78-85. S7. 88. 90. 106-jro 
Spooner Miss, wife of N. Frobisher, 264 
Stamford John de, vicar of Halifax, 130 
Stancefeld Thos., constable of Wadsworth, 152 
Stanciiffe Abm., Halifax, gibbetted. 380 
Stancliffe Joshua, watch maker of Halifax. 39. 

40. 52. 60 
Standen Mr,, of Owens College Museum, 312 
Stanhope Mr., solicitor, 9, 10, 38 
Stansfield George, 211 
Stansfield Jas., 19 

Slansfield Thos., of BooChtown, coiner. 36, 38 
Stansfeld Wm. of, juror, of Halifax, 132 
Slell Joseph, executed for coining, 11 
Stephens' Justice Hhlary 0/ Criminal Late, 132, 

Stodelay John of, juror of Halifax. 129 
Stokes Wm., assaulted at Halifax Fair. 167 
Slopford Mr,, musician. 373 
Stopforth Richard, gibbetted, 280 
Stott J. S., of Rastrick, 292, 296, 306 
Strong W. Mersh, on flints of New Guinea, 388 
Slubbs Dr., 124 

Sunderland John, yeoman, of Halifax, 160, 168: 
Richard of, yeoman, of Northowram, 137, 
140, 168; Wm,. of Halifax, dice-player. 168 
Sunderland Thos., engraver. 60, 61. 61 
Sunderland Wm., of Bradford, arrested, 77 
Sutcliffe Jonathon, of Halifax, 62 
Sutcliffe — gibbetted, 280 
SulcUffe Anthony, of Turvin, coiner, 3r 
Sutcliffe Benjamin, stuff weaver, of Halifax. 

29. 41 
Sutcliffe Barnard, Norlbowram, gibbetled. 380 
Sutcliffe Mrs. Bethiah, plate-basket in posses- 
sion of, 239 
Suiclifie Cam well & Son, of Heptonstall, 

promis.sory note of, 4 
Sutcliffe John, of Lightbazles, coiner, 17, 19. 30, 
31, 36, 38. 41. 62; Thos., of Lightbazles, 



Sutcliffe John, Skircote, gibbetted, 281 
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Satcliffe Miss, of Manchester, singer, 273 
Sutcliffe Rd,, of Erringden, coiner. 31 
Sulcliffe Wm,, of Sowerby, wootcomber. 19, 

Sutciiffie Wm., constable, 67, 69 
Sutcliffe Wm,, J.P., of Todmorden, 308 
Salor Joannes, ballad of, 21Z 
Sutton Thos., witness, 88 
Swape Wm., offence done by, ij;8 

Warley, 145 
SyngletoD Robert, chaplain of Hali^. 1:38 
Sykes Edm.. constable of Hali^, 66 
Sykes Wm , of Sowerby, coiner, 31 

Tailor Adam the, of Halifaji, 145 

Talbot John, deputy-foreater, of Sowerby, 150. 

151. 159. '70 
Talbot Thos., servant of John, 150. 151, 171 
Tatham John, of Wadsworth. stuff weaver, zg 
Taylor A., name on tea-pot, 244 
Taylor Dr., Master of the Rolls, 159 
Taylor Jer. Kaye., gibbetted. 2S1 
Taylor Mr., merchant of Hull, 264 
Taylor Paul, imprisoned for coining, 36, 38 
Taylor, water-poet, quoted, 117 
Taylor F., publisher, of Halifax, 318 
Taylor Wm.. surveyor, of Halifax, 190 
Tennant Richard, 211 
Tetley Jeremiali. of the Mint. 59 
Texlor John, of Warley. 146; Thos., of Hip- 

perhotme, T46 
Thomas-son John, of Northland, 120 
Thomas John, of Errenden, 17 
Thomas Wm., of Lighlhazles, coiner, 31 
Thomas of Reading, 16th century romance, 131 
Thomas Rob, (or Tommis] hanged for murder 

of W. Dighton, 21, 22, 24, 31, 38, 39, 41, 43. 

45 to 58, 63-66, 78-92, ro7-io9 
Thompson Geo,, arrested for coining, 15 
Thompson John, innkeeper of Halifax, 45, 50, 64 
Tbomas-aoQ Matthew, of Halifax, 120 
Thorp George, of Warley. 185 
Thurlow E., attorney general, 87 
Thurman Dr., remarks on ancient pottery, 314, 

3^1 
Ti I lotson Archbishop, of Canterbury, 11^,229 
Tillotson Jonas, of Uixenden, 36. 38, 61, 62 
Togo Admiral, referred to, 256 
Tomlinson Emma, name on mug, 243 
Tomlynson John, cobbler of Halifax, 163 
Tomma-soQ Thos., indicted for murder. 137 
Tonge John, son of Robert, 147; Robert of, 

indicted for murder, 147 
Totehill Hugh of, proctor of Lewes Priory. 132 
Towne Rd . . slewani of honour of Pontefract , 30 
Towendejohann-att, indicted for fouling Shaghe 

Well. 164 
Townley CoL, Bel£eld, magistrate, 11, 17,67, 

68, 90, gi 
Trimingham Wm. de, yeoman, of Halifax, 120 
Trygotl Thos., Ulnager for West Riding. 149 
Turner Joshua, tenant in Halifax, 18S, 191 
Turner Rev. Wm., Unitarian minister of Hali- 

Tumer Sir Wm , Principal of Edinburgh 

University, 314, 319. 322 
Utlay Laurance, of Middleton, vagabond, 152, 

»33 



Uttley John, of Lnddenden. coiner, 61 

Varley, miller, of Luddenden. 61 

Varley Wm., condemned to death for coining, 

38; Thos., son of Wm.. 38. 40 
Viccars Michael, lenanl in Sonthowram, 18; 

Waddesworth, Jr.. Richard of. juror at Halifax, 

Waid Thos., committed for coining, 36. 38 
Wainhouse Michael, magistrate, 8. 25; Rd., 

magistrate, 25 
Waite Thos., Halifax, gibbetted, 280 
Wakefield Thos.. tenant in Haliftix, 188, 191 
Walker's Mr., writings on Halifax, quoted, 163 

172, 183. 194 
Walker Nelle, the fuller of Halifax, 129, 145, 

148 : Richard, constable of Halifax, 139, 143, 

148; Wm., 142 
Walker Thomas, clothier of Bradford, 281 
Walker Wm., 211 
Wallace Mr., barrister. 41, 43, 58 
Walsh Jos. F. , of Daisybank, architect, viii., 176 
Walsh Rob., 6r 

Waltera Hubert, Rector of Halibx, 119, 122 
Walter Jas , of Erringden. 63 
Walton Elizabeth, of Hall Gate, information 

by, 106, 109 
Walton Jas., 85 ; John, 45, 63, 64, 83 
Walton Thos., tenant in Skircoat, 185 
Ward J. Whiteley, owner of Binns' Vitws 0/ 

Halifax, ttc.. vii., 220, 221, zaa 
Waren J., balance-maker. 73 
Warren Isabel, Countess of, 131, 132 : Earl of. 

Lord of the Manor of Halifax, 116, iiS, 119, 

125-132, 151, 173, 189, 196 
Warren Rev. Nicholas, of Cianbrook. Kent, 

188, 189, jgi 
Waring's J. B,, book on Ctramtc Art, 314, 316 
Waterhouses the, lords of Halifax manor, 196 
Walerhouse Anthony, of Woodhouse, Skircoat, 

186: Daniel, son of Isaac. 186: Isaac, of 

Woodhouse. bequests by, 186; John, son of 

Isaac, 186 : Rob, son of Isaac. 186 
Walerhouse John, of Wellhead, F.R.S.. 14, 

258; Mrs., model of gibbet made for, 199; 

Samuel, at Lord Rockingham's meeting, 15 
Waterhouse Nathaniel, governor of Hcuifax 

workhouse, 184, 187, Z15 
Waterhouse Mr., of Shibden Hall, 146 ; Robert, 

of Shibden, 157 
Waters John, gibbetted, z8o 
Watmough Robert, token of, 283 
W at terhous Jacobus, "wever." i 
Watson, historian, of Halifax, quoted. 115, 



160, 



125, 126, 131, 145, 146, : 



, 151. 



'9*. 194-I971 200, : 
282, 292. 296 
Watson John, 45 
Walts W., of Sheffield, 299 
Weaver John the, of Warley. 128. 145 
Webster Ivo (he, of Hipperholme, 145, 146: 

John the, of Hipperholme, 14J. 146 
Wed dale J , manufacturer, of Halifax. 211 
Wedderburn Mr., barrister. 41, 43 
Wenlworth Lord, correspondence of. 26. 32, 33 
WenCworth Per., at Lord Rockingham's meet- 
ing, 23 
Wesley Dr. S. S., referred to, 266 
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West Isabella, resident in Halifax, 142: John, 
of HalifEU!, outlawed, 137 

Weatcomb John, of Cotlingley. mortgagee to. 190 

Westerman Thos , of Leeds, committed for 
coining. 36. 38 

Westwood. arrested lor killing deer, 130 

Wetharherd Jas,, at Lord Rockingham's meet- 
ing. 85 

Wetherherd Jas., iii 

Weymouth Lord, Lord of the Treasury. 9, 15, 
16. 32, 33. 34. 40 

Wharton Adam, tenant in Halifax. 183, 191 ; 
tsobel, 185, 191 

Wharton Mr., 19 

Whipp Jas.. carrier, 103 

Whitaker, quoted, 7 

Whitehead Mr., of Bull Close, 45. 46 

Whitehead Thos., of Worsall, Lancashire, car- 
rier, Bg, 90 

Whitelejr Jas., of Erringder, 31, 66 

Whiteley John, of Winding Road, 2zo 

Whittaker. author of Loidis and Elmtli, 302, 
303. 304 

Whittinglon Rev. T. P., vii 

Whitworth Chas. Sir. chairman of House of 
Commons Committee. 95 

Wickham Col. Henry, magistrate, vii,, 25. 45. 
59. 78. 79. 81. 82, 83. 86, 92 

Wickham Master R., official of vicar-general. 

Wilcock John, of Erringden, weaver. 30, 88 : 

Wm.. of Erringden, coiner, 31 
Wilde Israel, of Scnverby. 31 : Jas., of Halitax, 

Wilkinson Absalom, innkeeper of Luddenden. 



73 
Wilkinson Chris., assessor of taxes, 59 
Wilkinson Jo.. Sowerby, gibbetted. 205. 281 
Wilkinson John, son of Wm., 174; Margaret, 
bequest to, 174; Robert, brother of Thos., 
174: Thos., vicar of Halifax. 150, 154, 17a, 
173; Wm., bequests to, 174 
Wilkinson John, governor of Halifax Work- 
house. 18^ 
Wilkinson Tatlersall. excavation by, 309 
William the Hor% Knave, fined, izS 
William King, and Queen Mary, 187 
William lit.. Act 0^34, 37 
William, Rector of Halifax, 123 
Williams T.. Scale-maker, Cannon Street, 

London, 73 
William-sOD Adam, of Marsden, at Hebden 
Bridge, 137 



Williamson's Jf7/7tt Cmtury Tokms. 28a 
Williamson Prof, of Owen's Coll., 292 
William-son Wm., of Ovenden, surely. 120 
Willis Justice, of Common Pleas, loo 
Wil lough by, Raper, Clough and Swann, 

Money-changers. 99 
Wilson Jas, , of Could Edge in Warley, 63 
Wilson J., wife of, Norlhowram, gibbetted, 281 
Wilson Joshua, Jr., Justice of the Peace. 66 
Wilson Kd.. Recorder of Leeds, at Lord Rock- 
ingham's Meeting, 25, 35. 77, 82-86 
Wilson Robert, Halifax, eibbetted, 280 
Wilson Susanna, token of, 283 
Wilson Thos. , arrested for coining. 36, 38 
Windle Dr., quoted, 286 
Winns Mes.srs., 273 
Withir Eva. widow of Wm., release by, izo, 

121; Wm., of Halifax, 120 
Wood Chas., of Hemsworth Hall, at Lord 

Rockingham's meeting, 25 
Wood Dr., of Halifax, magistrate, 103 
Wood Henry of the, inhabitant of Halifoi, 138, 

140 
Wood John, condemned for coining, 59, 103, 

lOJ 

Wood R., letter to, from Treasury, 34 

Wood Jas., of Bamsley, gent., 186; Wm., 

tenant in Halifax, t88, 191 
Wood Wm, III 
Woodford Mr., English resident in Altona, 8, 

27. 32 
Wootmer John, at Lord Rockingham's meeting. 

as 
Woolrick Thos., at Lord Rockingham's meet- 
ing, as. 211 
' Woiall Jeremiah, token of, 283 
Wordsworth Elias, of Sheffield, mercer. 187 
Wormall Isaac, of Worniall Hall, Almondbury, 

183, ]86 ; Mary, daughter of Isaac, 185. 186 
Worrall Elkanah, tenant in Halifax, 188 
Wright's Gi'Mff Law Book. z8i 
Wright, historian of Halifax, quoted, 131, 131, 

143, 146, 1S6. 197, 200, 206 
Wright Henry, centenarian, of Halifax, quoted, 

4. 146-7 
Wyndebill Magota of, fined for assault, 129 

Yarborough Earl and Coiintess of. Court Leet 

Yeld Colonel, of Brearley Hall, 269 
York Archbishop of. Vicar-General and Regis- 
ters of, 122, 123 
York Dean of, Hubert Walters. 119 
York Duke of, Richard, 152. 153 
York Peter of. Cathedral of St.. 140 
Young Dr., of Whitby. 294 
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By the same Author: 



"NOTES ON THE AGRICULTURE AND PEASANTRY OF EASTERN 
RUSSIA." London, 1878. 

"A GUIDE TO THE LITERATURE OF SUGAR." London, 1890. 

"THE ABORIGINES OF TASMANIA." London, ist Edition, 1890; 2nd 
Edition, Halifax, 1899. 

"THE NATIVES OF SARAWAK AND BRITISH NORTH BORNEO." 
2 Vols., London, 1896. 

"GREAT BENIN: ITS CUSTOMS ART AND HORRORS." Halifax, 
1903. 

[TRANSLATION.] 

" CROZET'S VOYAGE TO TASMANIA, NEW ZEALAND, &c." London, 



Bankfield Museum Notes. 

(All Illustrated). 

"THE FIJIAN COLLECTION" 3d. 

"THE BURMESE COLLECTION," Part I. ... ad. 

"THE DEAN CLOUGH MOSAICS" id. 

OTHERS IN PREPARATION. 
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